
PROVISIONAL ITINERARY 
Peacemaking, Climate Justice and Faith in Central America 

A Peacemaking Program and Environmental Ministries Travel Study Seminar 
 

Guatemala portion, January 9-15, 2017 
   

Monday, January 09 – Arrival in Guatemala City, Guatemala  

We will be received by the staff of one of the PCUSA's two global Mission Partners in 
Guatemala: CEDEPCA, the Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America. Because 
there will be multiple arrival times by participants, we will primarily focus on settling in our 
rooms and meeting one another this first night.  

Tuesday, January 10 – Learning about the Guatemalan context  

We will receive an orientation to Guatemala and the Guatemala portion of the seminar, and to 
CEDEPCA's team and their work in "Education that transforms." One or two speakers will 
introduce us to various struggles for justice in Guatemala, including efforts of indigenous and 
ladino communities to protect their water and land from extractive mining projects, from 
hydro-electric projects and other outside interests.  

Wednesday, January 11 – Environmental struggles in semi-rural and rural areas 
We will travel early morning to Mataquesquintla, in the department of Jalapa to begin the first 
of several on-site visits with people of faith engaged in resistance to the El Escobal mine, 
managed by Guatemalan subsidiary, EXMINGUA, and owned/operated by Canadian-based 
Tahoe Resources.  Members of the communities will share about how the mine is negatively 
impacting their communities in this region; they will share their struggles, faith and vision with 
us. We will spend the night in one of the neighboring communities outside of Guatemala City.  
This may or may not involve home-stays. Additional communities will include some of the 
following: San Rafael Las Flores, Casillas, Santa Rosa and Nueva Santa Rosa.   
 
Thursday, January 12 – Peaceful resistance by faith communities to environmentally destructive 
projects 
Personnel from CALAS, the Center for Legal-Environmental and Social Action, will accompany us 
throughout these three days of visits to the communities with whom they are working.  CALAS 
coordinates with local civic organizations and faith communities to provide training for people 
who have chosen to be "human rights defenders" working in defense of both the natural 
environment and the rights of the people living in and dependent upon that environment for 
their sustenance. 
 
We will learn from the defenders themselves about the risks and challenges they face in their 
efforts to defend and protect the surrounding environment for their families, for their 
communities, and for future generations. 
 
We will also hear about psycho-social work that CEDEPCA has done and is doing in these 

http://www.cedepca.org/en
http://www.tahoeresources.com/
http://www.calas.org.gt/


communities to train the human rights defenders in techniques such managing one's emotions, 
recovery from trauma, etc.  These techniques and skills enable the defenders to sustain and 
nurture their own mental health, and that of their families and communities, in order to be able 
to continue their work of faithful resistance to environmentally destructive projects in their 
communities. 
  
Friday,  January 13 – Visit the peaceful resistance in La Puya 
We will visit one, and possibly two, sites of the Peaceful Resistance in La Puya, organized to 
resist open-pit mining by U.S.-based Kappes, Cassiday, and Associates.  Later in the day, we will 
return to Guatemala City to debrief process our three days of field experience with biblical-
theological lenses. 
 
Saturday,  January 14 – Processing, Biblical-theological reflection 
Back in Guatemala City we will gather to debrief process our three days of field experience with 
biblical-theological lenses.  We may also be able to meet with AIR Guatemala, a non-profit 
organization, founded by a life-long U.S. Presbyterian, that does reforestation work in 
Guatemala. 
 
Sunday,  January 15 –  Worship and Departure for Costa Rica 
If time permits, we will worship with a Guatemalan Presbyterian congregation prior to 
departing by plane for Costa Rica. 

 
Costa Rica portion, January 15-20, 2017 

 
Sunday, January 15 – Arrival in San Jose, Costa Rica 
We will be received by the staff of the Latin American Biblical University.  We will have a chance 
to settle in our rooms before an orientation to the Costa Rica program and the UBL. 
 
Monday, January 16 – Learning about the Costa Rican context 
Gustavo Cabrera of Servicio Paz y Justicia Costa Rica (SERPAJ-CR) will introduce us to various 
struggles for justice here in Costa Rica, including efforts of indigenous communities to protect 
their land from hydro-electric projects and other outside interests. 
 
The Arias Foundation will share about Costa Rica’s efforts to build peace both domestically and 
internationally. The Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress was started by Oscar Arias, 
the Costa Rican president who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1987 for his efforts to bring 
negotiated ends to the wars in Central America. 
 
David Elizondo Marín of Teatro Maleku will share the worldview and current struggles of the 
Maleku community through dramatization and conversation. 
 
Tuesday, January 17 – Environmental struggles in the urban environment 
We will visit the Lutheran Church in La Carpio, a barrio on the outskirts of San Jose that is home 
to many Nicaraguan immigrants and the city’s largest solid waste disposal facility. Members of 

http://www.pbi-guatemala.org/field-projects/pbi-guatemala/who-we-accompany/the-communities-in-peaceful-resistance-of-la-puya/?&L=1
http://www.kcareno.com/
http://www.airguatemala.org/about.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dn7Ck0hkobM&feature=youtu.be
http://serpajamericalatina.org/web/sedes/costa-rica
http://arias.or.cr/
http://www.ilco.cr/la-carpio-comunidad.html


the community will share their struggles to lower levels of violence and to protect the 
environment. 
 
Probosque Guaymi is a community group fighting to save the largest urban forest in San Jose. 
They will share their struggles and vision with us. 
 
 
Wednesday, January 18 – The ecology of the rainforest 
We will visit the La Selva Biological Station of the Organization of Tropical Studies to learn about 
the ecology of the rainforest and its importance. 
 
Thursday, January 19 – Legal fights and the theology of planetary life 
The Costa Rican Federation for the Conservation of the Environment (FECON) is a network of 
organizations that together engage the legal system to defend the environment. They will 
inform us about current legal battles to protect Costa Rica’s national parks and other resources. 
To draw our experience to a close, the faculty of the UBL will engage with the group in a 
theological round table focused on planetary life.  Participants will meet to share with one 
another about the impact of the seminar, action plans and next steps when returning home.   
 
Friday, January 20 - Departure 
Participants will depart on flights.  Those wishing to stay after the seminar concludes for 
additional personal time in Costa Rica may, if they wish, make arrangements for affordable 
housing on the UBL campus.    

http://www.facebook.com/bosqueguaymi
http://www.ots.ac.cr/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=162&Itemid=348
http://www.feconcr.org/

