Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People

Midwest Task Force Minutes
July 25, 2015
Chicago, IL
The Midwest Task Force meeting convened at 3:00 pm with the sharing of joys and concerns.
Present:  Bernadette Hightower-Hughes, Lisa Leverette, Sarah Jane Moore, Sharon Ware (chairperson), Cynthia White (staff)

Excused:  Jimeka Holloway

Bernadette opened the meeting with prayer






The Proposed Agenda was approved




The March 19, 2015 Minutes were approved with the following correction:


--Sarah Jane Moore did a Minute for Mission in Vero Beach not Chicago
The Project Status Report was reviewed
Lisa Leverette reported that she attended the 5th Anniversary Celebration of the Unity in Our Community group
Based on funding thus far in 2015 the Task Force has an available budget of $45,299

Follow-Up:

SM11021


Warriors on Wheels of Metropolitan Detroit    

 Detroit, MI 

The third narrative report was received late from this group, noted that the leader had been hospitalized.  The payment will be released.
SM15002 


Healthy Growers for Detroit 

  

 Detroit, MI 

Based on her site visit Lisa Leverette is not recommending for funding as the project not owned nor controlled by group members
SM15005


CMAA Refugee Services



Columbus, OH

Sharon Ware will follow-up with group as they have not submitted required documentation requested in the funding letter sent May 29th.  They also have only submitted two, rather than the required three, letters of recommendation.
New Applications for Review:
SM15004


Shepherd’s Vocational Consulting
              

Cleveland, OH

The Task Force Voted to Reject because the members of the group are not the primary beneficiaries of the project design based on it being an internet based information clearing house.  Letters of recommendation reflect this being owned by an individual not a community group
SM15006


Public Health Organization


      
Chicago, IL

The Task Force Voted to Reject as it is unclear as to what the project is, there is no specific goal nor is there any previous accomplishments indicated
SM15007


La Conexion



      

Bowling Green, OH

Task Force approved a $3,750 technical assistant grant in training.  
SM15008


MPactors




     
 Chicago, IL

Task Force Voted to Reject because the goals and objectives are unrealistic
SM15009


Latino Leadership Organizing (Pink Slip)     
   
 St. Paul, MN
Task Force Voted to Reject because the project is not owned nor controlled by the economically poor oppressed and disadvantaged benefitting.  Letters of recommendation not submitted
Community Workshops/Outreach
· Prior to this meeting convening Midwest Task Force members along with members of the Steering Committee had lunch and conversation with members of the Chicago SDOP Committee and Presbytery staff persons.  It was a good conversation on strengthening relationships and promoting/interpreting the ministry and the OGHS.  
· Lisa reported that she has included a segment on SDOP in her Lower Eastside Community Grant Program & Community Connections Grant Program orientation


Upcoming Outreach
· August 4, 2015 at First Presbyterian Church, Wicks Avenue    Youngstown, OH 
· October 15, 2015 at United Way Central Ohio, Columbus, OH, 6:30-8:00pm
2015 Meeting Dates

· September 17-19, 2015 (In conjunction with the National Committee meeting) Pittsburgh, PA
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm with closing prayer

Saturday, July 25, 2015:

On Saturday the Task Force held a community workshop at Sixth Grace Presbyterian Church as well as re-certification training for the Chicago SDOP Committee.

The workshop led by Sharon Ware and Lisa Leverette was well attended; Sarah Jane Moore and Cynthia White conducted the re-certification training.
Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia E. White, Recorder 
