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Long Term Commitment
Five years before the 2010 earthquake sent Haiti into crisis, 
Presbyterian mission worker Mark Hare was already in the 
country, helping Haitian farmers grow significant amounts 
of food on small plots of land. Mark serves as an agricultural 
technician in and around Papaye, a town about 80 miles from 
the earthquake’s epicenter.

While the quake’s destructive force didn’t reach Papaye, the 
community nevertheless was affected by the disaster. The 
people of Papaye, like Haitians in other rural areas, made their 
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homes places of refuge for friends and relatives left homeless by the earthquake. In 
all, around 800,000 displaced Haitians ended up in small communities like Papaye.

Compassionate Care
One of the survivors, Enel, came to Papaye nursing a foot that was crushed during 
the earthquake. His parents, Walther and Yolandi, welcomed their 25-year-old son 
home, cared for his injury and provided him a safe place to stay. While hunger is 
rampant in Haiti, this family enjoys good nutrition with plenty of fresh vegetables 
that they grow near their house.

They and their neighbors have adequate food in large part because of the work 
of Mark and the Farmers Movement of Papaye, commonly known by its Creole 
acronym, MPP. Mark leads a Haitian crew that trains small farmers in the 
agricultural techniques that MPP is developing, and they provide extension services 
for farmers in the Western Hemisphere’s poorest country.

Christ’s Example
As Mark relates to the people of Haiti, he looks to Jesus as his role model for 
building a common life with others. “In terms of my sense of call, it comes at least 
in part from the example of Christ’s life, particularly his consistent participation in 
the lives of the people of Galilee,” Mark says. “His work seems always in the middle 
of the crowd; he didn’t separate himself. He wasn’t above, he wasn’t below, he was 
together with.”

Mark, a member of Amesville Presbyterian Church in Amesville, Ohio, has been  
a Presbyterian mission worker since 1997. He and his wife, Jenny, are the parents  
of a daughter, Keila Rosa.

Your support is vital to continuing Mark’s work and the work of other mission  
co-workers serving around the world. Support them by making your check payable to 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and write E132192 on the memo line. 
Mail it to:  Presbyterian World Mission 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
P.O. Box 643700 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
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