
“I wanted to study as 

much as I could, and get 

a good job and support 

my family, but my wish 

was never fulfilled...I 

want to live a normal 

life, like other girls. But I 

can't do that.”””   

-Lovely 
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In 2006, when Lovely was 11 years old, she was working at a factory that produces textiles for US cloth-
ing companies in Chittagong, Bangladesh when a fire started on one of the lower floors of the build-
ing.  The exits were locked and there was no fire safety equipment in the factory.  300 people died and 
Lovely got burnt to the extent that she still hurts and can’t get a job because of her injuries and the lack 
of functionality of her hands after the fire.  
 
This year Sweat Free Communities received a Cents-ability grant to continue their work in improving 
working conditions in factories around the world so that what happened to Lovely doesn’t happen to 
others.  SweatFree Communities (SFC), a campaign of the International Labor Rights Forum, is the 
acknowledged leader in a growing movement that seeks to build market demand for decent working 
conditions and wages for workers in labor‐intensive industries that make or grow products purchased by 
governments.  Focusing on the global apparel industry, SFC has established an eight‐year track record of 
successful grassroots campaigns for “sweatfree” purchasing policies at the state and local level, leading 
to the creation of the Sweatfree Purchasing Consortium for government agencies. 
 
Your gifts to Cents-Ability (H000107) and General Hunger (H999999) make a real 
difference in the lives of people like Lovely and her family from Bangladesh.  Each 
nickel and penny donated  allowed the Presbyterian Hunger Program to give nearly 
$300,000 in grants.  Many presbyteries use their Cents-Ability money for local hunger 
projects.  When sent to the PHP office, half of the funds raised for Cents-Ability go 
to national projects and half are used for international projects. For a complete list 
of projects funded by Cents-Ability and to learn more about starting a Cents-Ability 
program please visit www.pcusa.org/centsability.  

Presbyterian Church (USA) 
100 Witherspoon Street 

Louisville, KY 40202 
www.pcusa.org/hunger 
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