
Baptism of the Lord

These worship resources from Scripture and the confessions are selected for use on the Baptism of the Lord.
Affirmation of Faith
How does holy Baptism remind and assure you
that the one sacrifice of Christ on the cross avails for you?

In this way: 

Christ has instituted this external washing with water

and by it has promised 

that I am as certainly washed 

with his blood and Spirit 

from the uncleanness of my soul 

and from all my sins, 

as I am washed externally with water 

which is used to remove the dirt from my body.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.069

What does it mean to be washed 
with the blood and Spirit of Christ?

It means to have the forgiveness of sins from God, 

through grace,

for the sake of Christ’s blood 

which he shed for us 

in his sacrifice on the cross, 

and also to be renewed by the Holy Spirit 

and sanctified as members of Christ, 

so that we may more and more die unto sin 

and live in a consecrated and blameless way.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.070

Baptism was instituted and consecrated by God. 

First John baptized, 

who dipped Christ in the water in Jordan. 

From him it came to the apostles, 

who also baptized with water.

The Lord expressly commanded them to preach the Gospel 

and to baptize 

“in the name of the Father 

and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.” 

And in Acts, Peter said to the people 

who inquired what they ought to do: 

“Be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins; 

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Hence baptism is called a sign of initiation for God’s people, 

since by it the elect of God are consecrated to God.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.185

There is but one baptism in the Church of God; 

and it is sufficient to be once baptized or consecrated unto God. 

For baptism once received continues for all of life, 

and is a perpetual sealing of our adoption.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.186

Now to be baptized in the name of Christ 

is to be enrolled, entered, and received 

into the covenant and family,

and so into the inheritance of the children of God; 

yes, and in this life to be called after the name of God;

that is to say, to be called a child of God;

to be cleansed also from the filthiness of sins, 

and to be granted the manifold grace of God, 

in order to lead a new and innocent life.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.187

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, 

ordained by Jesus Christ, 

not only for our solemn admission into the visible Church,
but also to be unto us a sign and seal of the covenant of grace,
of our ingrafting into Christ, 

of regeneration,
of remission of sins,

and of our giving up unto God, 

through Jesus Christ, 

to walk in newness of life;

this sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment,

to be continued in his church until the end of the world.

Westminster Confession, 6.154

What is Baptism? 

Baptism is a sacrament, 

wherein the washing with water, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost, 
signifies and seals our ingrafting into Christ, 

and our partaking of the benefits of the covenant of grace,
and our engagement to be the Lord’s.
Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.094

By humble submission to John’s baptism, 
Christ joined himself to humanity in our need 

and entered upon his ministry of reconciliation 

in the power of the Spirit. 

Christian baptism marks the receiving of the same Spirit 

by all his people. 

Baptism with water represents not only cleansing from sin,

but a dying with Christ and a joyful rising with him to new life. 

It commits all Christians to die each day to sin 

and to live for righteousness.

In baptism, 

the church celebrates the renewal of the covenant 

with which God has bound his people to himself.
By baptism, 

individuals are publicly received into the church 

to share in its life and ministry, 

and the church becomes responsible 

for their training and support in Christian discipleship. 

When those baptized are infants, 

the congregation, as well as the parents, 

has a special obligation to nurture them in the Christian life, 

leading them to make, by a public profession, 

a personal response to the love of God 

shown forth in their baptism.

Confession of 1967, 9.51

We believe that in Baptism 

the Spirit demonstrates and confirms God’s promise

to include us and our children in his gracious covenant, 

cleansing us from sin,

and giving us newness of life,

as participants in Christ’s death and resurrection.

Baptism sets us in the visible community of Christ's people 

and joins us to all other believers by a powerful bond.

In baptism we give ourselves up in faith and repentance 

to be the Lord’s. 

For both children and adults, baptism is a reminder 

that God loves us long before we can love him. 

For both, God’s grace and our response to it 
are not tied to the moment of Baptism, 

but continue and deepen throughout life.

Declaration of Faith, 6.5 
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