  PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE ON THE SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE

West Task Force Minutes
August 7-8, 2015
Phoenix, AZ
The West Task Force meeting convened at 3:00 p.m. with the sharing of joys and concerns 
Laura Krauss led the Task Force in an opening devotional; Joe Love Nelson opened with meeting with prayer
Present:  Laura Krauss, Larry Low, Joe Love Nelson (chairperson), Pat Osoinach, Cynthia White (staff)
Unexcused:  Mark Downs 

The Minutes from the March 18, 2015 conference call were approved.
The Agenda was adopted as presented
The Task Force reviewed the Project Status Report for projects funded within their region  
It was noted that the Task Force has a remaining budget of $53,000.
NEW APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW:
SW15002/Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice - Portland, OR – The Task Force voted to reject because the project is not owned nor controlled by the low income people directly benefitting
SW15003/Hispanic Affairs Project, HAP (2) - Montrose, CO – The Task Force reviewed both applications received from this group – Immigration Legal Assistance Program and Immigrant Rights & Community Integration.  The Task Force voted to reject Immigration Legal Assistance Program because it does not appear to be owned nor controlled by those directly benefiting.  A site visit for Immigrant Rights and Community Integration was assigned to Wesley Woo.
SW15004/Critical Mass Dance Company -- Los Angeles, CA – The Task Force noted this project has been funded before by the National Committee and the Pacific Presbytery Committee, the majority of the funds have gone for staff.  The Task Force expressed its pleasure in being in partnership with this group and acknowledged the group’s performance at many events in the Presbytery however the Task Force rejected the project because they do not see growth or sustainability in the project.
SW15005/Phat Beets Produce - Oakland, CA – Site-visit assigned to Larry Low
SW15006/Economic and Skills Development Project -- Davis, CA – Site-visit assigned to Larry Low
SW15007/Migrante Organizing and Anti-Labor Trafficking Campaign -- San Francisco, CA – Site-visit assigned to Wesley Woo
Task Force members were reminded that all précis for consideration at the September National Committee meeting need to be in the office by August 24th.  Because of the shortness of time between this Task Force meeting and the National Committee meeting members were encouraged to move forward with the site visits if possible and an exception will be requested to present the précis not received by the due date.
FOR DISCUSSION:

SW14001/ Northern Cheyenne Utilities Commission -- Lame Deer, MT - The Task Force voted to maintain the quarterly payment schedule.

CONTINUED  REVIEW:
SW15001/Ready 2 Work -- Los Angeles, CA -- No response to letter sent March 24, 2015 requesting a readable budget.  Staff asked to write letting them know if a budget is not received by August 24th the file will be closed.  In that same letter staff to ask for a clear explanation on how the low income people directly benefitting from this project will own and control it.

The Task Force voted to rescind the following projects:

· SW12002/Brillo Cleaning Services,  Pasadena, CA  - Validated in 2013 for 20,000, one payment released; amount to be rescinded is $15,000 due to lack of response from group
· SW13013/Farms to Grow, Inc., Oakland, CA - Validated in 2014 for $15,000.  The group asks that the grant be rescinded until they are able to strengthen their farmers’ market and its membership.  The Task Force commended them for the straight forwardness and encouraged them to look into the possibility of applying for a technical assistance grant. 
· SW14004/South Hayward Parish, Hayward, CA -  Validated for $10,000, two payments of $2,500 released, one returned; amount to be rescinded is $7,500
The next Task Force meeting is September 17-20, 2015 in conjunction with the National Committee meeting in Pittsburg, PA 

Appreciation was expressed to Margaret Mwale for her obvious hard work in working with groups to get proposals before the West Task Force for consideration.

The community workshop scheduled for Saturday at Betania Presbyterian Church was discussed and assignments were made.
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 with closing prayer.

 Saturday August 8, 2015 - Community Workshop 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon; Betania Presbyterian Church; 2811 N 39th Avenue; Phoenix, AZ  85009
 The workshop was well attended with the majority of participants being Spanish.  Staff asked to include Spanish language materials in packages sent for all workshops.
Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia E. White, Recorder
