  PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE ON THE SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE

West Task Force Minutes 
November 7-8, 2014
Albuquerque, NM
The West Task Force meeting convened at 4:00 p.m. in Albuquerque, NM
Joe Nelson opening the meeting with prayer following the sharing of joys and concerns 

Present:  Laura Krauss, Lawrence Low, Pat Osoinach, Joe Nelson (chairperson), Cynthia White (staff), Wesley Woo  

Excused:  Mark Downs
Karen Finney (former SDOP Committee member) was welcomed

For the sake of new members each person shared a bit about themselves. 

Staff was asked to confirm that Shavon Starling-Louis has moved out of the western region.

The Agenda was adopted as presented.

The Task Force approved the September 19, 2014 Minutes
SW13010/CARECEN,
 Los Angeles, CA    This project was funded January 2014 for $ 15,000.  Two payments of $3,750 have been released.   Based on the latest narrative report and a conference call with the project contact person, Elda Martinez and one other staff person, the Task Force voted to rescind the balance of the grant and to ask the group to return the amount they are currently holding.  The report and conference call indicated that the group was now comprised of parents.  The project as funded was students and parents working together to become effective community leaders in dealing with schools and quality education.  When and if the group re-organizes they are encouraged to submit another proposal to SDOP.
SW14001 Healthy Drinking Water– Lame Deer, MT –Laura Krauss completed the site visit.  The application was reviewed and it was determined to meet the Self-Development of People criteria. The Task Force will recommend this project to the National Committee for validation and funding for $15,000 in quarterly payments.  Laura presented a prepared the précis.  The précis will be presented at the January 2015 meeting of the National Committee.
SW14005/Rockwood Co-op/Rockwood Community Food Justice Group - Gresham, OR – Site visit completed by  Larry Low and Pat Osoinach.  The Task Force voted to reject because the project appears to be driven by the organizer, it lacks a defined governing board, it does not appear to be owned nor controlled by the people directly benefiting.
SW14008/CLEAN, San Gabriel, CA – Site visit completed by Laura Kraus and Wesley Woo.  The Task Force voted to reject.  The site visit teamed agreed that the project was a good idea coming from one person however there is no strong membership base and all of the funds requested is salary for the person generating the idea.
SW14009/Go Green - Seattle, WA – Site visit completed by Larry Low.  The Task Force voted to reject.  It was determined that the people controlling this project are not the direct beneficiaries.  It was also determined that the project as submitted is too broad in nature with no specific goals or objectives.
SW14010/The Next Door Inc., Hood River, OR – Site visit completed by Pat Osoinach.  The application was reviewed and it was determined to meet the Self-Development of People criteria. The Task Force will recommend this project to the National Committee for validation and funding for $15,000 in quarterly payments.  Pat will present the précis at January 2015 meeting of the National Committee.

Pat agreed to write a story for the website on his first site visit.
NEW APPLICATION
SW14012/African Immigrant Support Group - San Jose, CA – Staff to write letter:
1. What other sources of funds are expected/requested or have been received other than SDOP

2. How was the $20,000 from the Redwoods, San Francisco, San Jose SDOP Committee allocated

3. What are the groups plans for working toward sustainability

4. Are the services being offered by the group available through city services

SW14013/Workers Defense Project - Austin, TX – Staff to write letter of congratulations to the group for its many accomplishments and express SDOP excitement to have been part of their growth however at this time SDOP must respectfully decline their request for further funding as they as an organization have outgrown the SDOP funding sphere. 
OTHER BUSINESS
The Task Force voted to close the following files due to the group’s failure to submit a final report.  No other requests will be reviewed from these groups until the final report for the initial funding is received.

SW11011- Oregon Rural Action - La Grande, OR

SW12015 - Low-Income Families’ Empowerment Through Education (LIFETIME)
- Oakland, CA 
On Saturday the Task Force met with community partners, Mr. Thomas Rivera from Chainbreakers Collective (funded 9/12 for $15,000) and Mr. Petuuche Gilbert and Ms. Susan Gordon from the Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment (funded 9/14 for $15,000).  Mr. Rivera shared how the funding from SDOP served as the primary outreach and education tool for their larger organizational goals.  He talked about how the changing circumstances and political climate shifted their work.  Mr. Rivera shared with the Task Force strategies and successes of the Bicycle Resource Center Project. 

The Multicultural Alliances for a Safe Environment is a coalition of grassroots organizations working to cleanup uranium contamination in their native communities.  Mr. Gilbert spoke passionately on how they as Native citizens are working to have a safe living space for their families.  He spoke of the difficulty of organizing because of the government’s sensitivity of uranium contamination.  Ms. Gordon spoke on how they as a coalition are working on the many issues that come with the contamination.
The community partners were able to provide good suggestions on reaching other communities.  The morning with these partners was educational and thought-provoking.

The gathering adjourned at 12:00 with closing prayer by Karen Finney. 

Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia E. White, Recorder

