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Thank you from the Presbyterian  Mission Agency

432 
individuals
in mission

in 70 
countries



With Gratitude and Thanks

I have heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love towards 
all the saints, and for 
this reason I do not 

cease to give thanks for 
you as I remember you 

in my prayers.                                                                     
–Ephesians 1:15-16



With Gratitude and Thanks

I thank my God every 
time I remember you, 

constantly praying with 
joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 

because of your sharing 
in the gospel from the 

first day until now.                                                                 
-Philippians 1:3-5



Why Presbyterian Mission?
Principles of 
Partnership:

• Shared Grace and 
Thanksgiving

• Mutuality and 
Interdependence

• Recognition and 
Respect

• Open Dialogue 
and Transparency
• Sharing of 

Resources



Four Important Ways to Strengthen Your 
Congregation’s Stewardship Ministry

1. Begin with and Celebrate God’s Word

2. Tell how a congregation or presbytery is making a 
difference in Jesus’ name in the world

3.  Ask for growth in giving

4.  Thank people for their gifts (all their gifts)



It is a Congregation NOT  A Non-Profit

• Pastoral and caring
• Building the Kingdom of God or 

Maintaining the Institution? 
• Stewardship: We are the Friends of 

Christ Together by our baptism. 
• A sacred place 
• A place for authentic, respectful 

conversations/authentic listening  & 
vulnerability

• All gifts are important because all 
members are important

• Single mission with focus on the client 
or tangible product

• Donors by giving level

• Giving by affinity group

• Fund-raising and fund-raisers



Three reasons people give

1. A belief in the mission

• Does a congregation have a mission?

• Are congregation members able to clearly 
articulate your mission?

• How have the members had the opportunity to 
participate in shaping the mission?



Three reasons people give 

2. Regard for Leadership
• Like it or not, in a congregation the Pastor/Head of 

Staff is crucial here.

• Session members are leaders.  Elder education is 
important to continually grow in their role as 
spiritual and fiduciary leaders.

• The importance of the basics (“Pay the rent”).



Three reasons people give 

3. Financial stability of the Institution

• People don’t give to sinking ships.  

• Don’t cry wolf.  Bad news doesn’t motivate.

• If the situation is difficult, talk about fulfilling the 
mission of the congregation.  

• Don’t talk about the need to pay the bills.



Is pledging helpful?

It can help the giver
• It is an act of Christian maturity
• It is an act of prayerful discernment
• It is an act of faith
• It is an act of Christian community
• It provides the opportunity to review one’s 

giving and “stay on track” with a plan



Is pledging helpful?
It can help the congregation

• It provides an opportunity for Biblical focus on 
stewardship

• The congregation can more accurately budget
• People give more regularly when they have 

made a commitment
• Over several years, a modest annual increase in 

the  congregation’s budget can make a big 
difference  (A 5% annual increase for 10 years 
will turn $200,000 into $325,779 available for 
mission  and ministry.)



Ways to Express Thank you
General 

• With reports of giving – a three paragraph letter from you        
- One great ministry event in the last quarter
- Thanks for making this and more possible
- One upcoming ministry that you are especially 

anticipating
• In worship – Thanksgiving Moment
• In newsletter – Have staff and Session members do this – tie 

to mission
•The Annual Report



Thank

Specific 

• Pastor intentionally thanks before/after worship
• Pastor writes five thank you letters per week
• Congregational thanker(s)



Worship: Giving Thanks for God’s Gift of Grace

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

-Isaac Watts, 1707
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross



Stewardship: A Response to the Gift of God’s Grace 

“If the only prayer you say in your life 
is ‘thank you’ that is enough.”
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