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	Thursday September 17, 2015 invited guest and staff convened with Worship Service and celebration of The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People 45th Anniversary.
The greeting was given by Cynthia White, SDOP Coordinator.  The welcome was extended by Selma Jackson, National Committee Chairperson; Hank Bossers, Synod of the Trinity/Pittsburg Presbytery SDOP Committee Chairperson,  Sheldon Sorg, Executive Presbytery and Sara Lisherness, Director of Compassion, Peace and Justice.
Music was provided by Bidwell Presbyterian Church Choir – Voice of Judah:  Florence Turner, Lynne Baldwin, Emily Wiggins, Taniya Henry, Gabrielle Bunting, Sharon Boddy, Tonya Joseph, Anthony Henry, Robert Farrow, Steve Singleton, James Prude, Maurice Prude, Jackie Allie, Sharese Saragas, Greta McClinton, Dashawn Williams, Damian Manley, Pastor DeNeice Welch and Reverend John Welch.

Rebecca Reyes, Vice-Chairperson led with Call to Worship.  Johnnie Monroe, Northeast Task Force Chairperson opened with Prayer.  Cynthia White shared with everyone the Self-Development of People’s Yesterday.  Joseph Johnson graced the meal and dinner was served.
Following dinner Laura Krauss read scripture John 5:1-15 and Reverend Kimberly Murrell, Director of Metro-Urban Institute at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary proceeded with Sermon from John 5:1-15.
The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People 45th Anniversary continued with messages from Kayla Thompson, Kaiya Thompson and Ariyana Gullen of the Angel Treats project and Judi Slater, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Duquesne; Alice Williams of Women Empowered for Entrepreneurial Excellence (WEEE) and Sina Lawson for Self Sustainability and Collective Generational Garden presenting messages of  SDOP Today.

Cynthia White presented SDOP Tomorrow – A Vision for the Future.

We were joined by Allan Irizarry-Grave, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary student and Kelley Norris Wilke, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary graduate.
Our evening ended with benediction and closing prayer by Johnnie Monroe.

Friday, September 18, 2015 the Self-Development of People National Committee meeting convened at 9:00 a.m.
Dr. Drew Smith, Professor of Urban Ministry and Metro Urban Institute Council Chair at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary opened the meeting with prayer and bible study following.

The following Committee members were present:

John Etheredge                                 Laura Krauss                                                                   
Jonas Georges                                   Johnnie Monroe  
Oscar Heyward                                 Sarah Jane Moore                                                                         

Bernadette Hightower-Hughes         Joe Love Nelson

Selma Jackson, Chairperson             John (Pat) Osoinach

Joseph Johnson                                Rebecca Reyes, Vice Chairperson 
Sharon L. Ware                                Wesley Woo
The following staff members were present:

Wayne Gnatuk, Mary McAdory, Clara Nunez,  Margaret Mwale and Cynthia White

Excused Absence:

Mark Downs, Cynthia Hayes, Jimeka Holloway, Lisa Leverette, Lawrence Low, Shavon Starling-Louis and  Cathryn Surgenor. 
Staff Excused Absence:  Margaret Mwale became ill on site at the meeting.

The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE the Proposed Agenda with the addition of Sara Lisherness, Director of Compassion Peace and Justice.
The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE the January 22-24, 2015 National Committee minutes and the May 18, 2015 Electronic National meeting with the correction of September’s meeting site corrected from Philadelphia, PA to Pittsburgh, PA.  

The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Steering Committee report presented by Selma Jackson who shared there were in-depth conversations on the SDOP’s placement in The Presbyterian Mission Agency, relationship with Mid-Council SDOP Committees, SDOP structure including National Committee and staff and budget.
2016 National meeting dates were shared:

January 21-23, 2016                    Charleston, SC

May                                             Staff is asked to investigate meeting cost in Belize

September 22-24, 2016               West coast based on review of giving pattern and 

                                                       availability of a Mid-Council Committee.
The December strategic meeting presentation will be emailed and uploaded on the SDOP web site.
The next Steering Cmeetingsommittee meeting is December 10-11, 2015 in Dallas Ft Worth                           
The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Staff report presented by Cynthia White.
Cynthia shared the benefits of piggy backing with each other; for example the Midwest Task Force and the Steering Committee meetings held in Chicago, IL.  Certification training and a community workshop were also conducted.  At the Northeast Task Force meeting in Baltimore, MD reported that the workshop brought together groups of people for the first time who vowed to continue meeting and organizing together to become more effective in their communities. 
Cynthia highlighted staff and committee members working together that produced applications for the West Task force.  Staff was highlighted on their work with the Mid-Council Committee Review Task Force and the survey developed for existing Mid-Council Committees.  Reported that more articles are appearing in the  Presbyterians Today.   Proudly shared with the Committee the appreciation award from the Department of Cooperatives in Belize for SDOP’s distinguished contributions to the development of cooperative enterprises, in that country.

The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Financial report presented by Oscar Heyward.

Oscar and the Committee discussed SDOP finances, cost allocations and 2015 budget cuts and asked members to think about how we will meet the additional cut of $142,436 to the 2016 budget.  

The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the One Great Hour Sharing Collaboration Team report presented by Joseph Johnson.

Joseph Johnson, Margaret Mwale and Bob Houser met with 11 groups and organizations doing recovery and or community development work in the New Orleans region.  Following the meetings and site visits they will recommend that further conversations be held with Global Green, United Houma Nation and the Center for Sustainable Engagement and Development projects.  The entire OGHS Team will discuss the meeting and site visits and consider the recommendation at their next scheduled conference call.
The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Compassion, Peace and Justice report presented by Sara Lisherness, Director of Compassion, Peace and Jusice.

Sara reported on the many ongoing changes in the life of the Presbyterian Mission Agency such as leadership changes; Mission Work Plan that will be a two year interim plan; changes within CPJ (Toni Carver-Smith now working with Finance and Accounting); significant changes within the Mid-councils and the financial challenges.  Sara shared that in the midst of these many changes, staff continue to keep being focused outward and continues to move the ministries forward.
The plenary adjourned at 10:30 a.m. and recessed into Standing Committee meetings.
10:45 a.m.             Church-wide Relations
                              Community Relations

The Committee recessed for lunch at 12:30 p.m. 
Task Force meetings convened following lunch.
1:30 – 5:00 p.m.     Midwest

                                Northeast

                                South

                                West

                                Steering
Saturday, September 19, 2015 the National Committee reconvened at 9:00 a.m.

Opening prayer and bible study was led by Pastor Kelly Norris Wilke.  

Continuing education classes consisted of:

                               Conducting site visits –Cynthia White

                                Multi-year funding – Clara Nunez

                                Writing a précis – Wayne Gnatuk

The Committee recessed for lunch at 12:00 noon.

The Task Force reports followed lunch.

The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Midwest Task Force report.

No précis were presented from the Midwest Task Force.
The next Midwest Task Force meeting is November 10 or 17 Conference  call at 7:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time
The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Northeast Task Force report.

Four précis was presented for validation and funding.

JUNTO, Philadephia, PA
Validation/Funding:  $15,000
Payment Schedule:  Quarterly

The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE
Providence Student Union, Providence, RI
Validation/Funding:  $13,000
Payment Schedule:  Quarterly
The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE
Jobs Not Jail, Holyoke, MA
Validation/Funding:  $15,000
Payment Schedule:  Quarterly

The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE
ONE DC (Organizing Neighborhood Equity), Washington, DC

Validation/Funding: $25,000 Multi-year ($15,000 for 2015 & $10,000 for 2016)
Payment Schedule:  Quarterly

The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE 
The next meeting is a November 5, 2015 Conference Call at 8:00 p.m. 

The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the South Task Force report.
Three précis was presented for validation and funding.

Camden Community Center, Camden, AL
Validation/Funding:  $12,000

Payment Schedule:  Quarterly

The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE        
New Zion City, New Orleans, LA
Validation/Funding:  $18,000

Payment Schedule:  Quarterly

The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE   
Goat Herd Expansion, Tuscaloosa, AL
Validation/Funding:  $20,000

Payment Schedule:  Quarterly

The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE        
The next South Task Force meeting is November 13-14, 2015 time/place TBD
The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the West Task Force report.

Four précis were presented for validation and funding.

Hispanic Affairs Project, Montrose, CO
Validation/Funding:  $15,000
Payment Schedule:  Quarterly
The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE
Phat Beets Produce, Oakland, CA
Validation/Funding:  $15,000

Payment Schedule:  Quarterly 
The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE
Skills Development Project, Davis, CA
Validation/Funding:  $15,000

Payment Schedule:  Quarterly 
The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE
Migrante Organizing and Anti-Labor Trafficking Campaign, San Francisco, CA

Validation/Funding:  $15,000

Payment Schedule:  Quarterly 
The Committee VOTED TO APPROVE
The Task Force voted to rescind the following projects:

SW12002  Brillo Cleaning Services, Pasadena, CA.  Validated in 2013 for $20,000.  Due to lack of response from group the $15,000 is to be rescinded.  
SW13013     Farms to Grow, Inc., Oakland, CA.  Validated in 2014 for $15,000.  The group asks that the grant ($15,000) be rescinded until they are able to strengthen their farmers’ market and its membership.
SW14004     South Hayward Parish, Hayward, CA.  Validated in 2014 for $10,000.  Due to major changes within the group, they requested that the $7,500 be rescinded.
The next West Task Force meeting is a November 13, 2015 Conference @ 1:30 p.m. Pacific Time Zone

The Committee recessed for lunch at 12 noon.
The National Committee reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Community Relations Committee report.
John Etheredge shared the following procedure to connect with communities:

· The Task Force person/s that completed the site visit is to receive a copy of the awards letter, narrative and financial report.

· The site visit person receiving the quarterly report to follow-up with the group by telephone asking  if they know of groups that might meet the fSDOP funding criteria. 
· Follow-up with recommending groups contact the office to ask questions.

· Offer to conduct a workshop if the group/s are interested.
· Offer to send Self-Development of People information.
· Collaborate with Church wide Relations on coming workshops.

The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the Church-wide Relations report.

Sarah Jane Moore updated Committee and staff on the following:

Community Outreach Project (COP) encouraged members to continue reaching out to congregations for support of SDOP and OGHS.

Seminary Outreach Project (SOP) contact persons are:
  Wesley Woo – San Francisco, maybe next September meeting.

  John Etheredge – Union, Richmond, VA

  Johnnie Monroe – Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburg, PA 
  Sarah Jane Moore – McCormick, Chicago, IL
  Laura Krauss – Johnson C Smith, Atlanta, GA
  Pat Osoinach – Austin, TX

  Staff – Louisville, KY 

Johnnie Monroe and Wayne Gnatuk will follow up from this meeting in two weeks by engaging Drew Smith via email and/or telephone.  The hope is to have an opportunity to return and visit some classes to talk to seminarians about SDOP.  
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary may be a possible site for one of the Northeast Task Force meeting.  
Six National Committee members and staff visited six churches.

Joe Love, Bidwell;    Sarah Jane Moore, East Liberty;    Wayne Gnatuk, DuQuesne;  Oscar Heyward and Johnnie Monroe, Fox Chapel;   John Etheredge, First Up Grafton Heights   and Cynthia White, Westminster
Mid-Council Committee Review Task Force (MCCRTF) – Johnnie Monroe, Sarah Jane Moore, Robert Stauffacher and Iona Street Steward, staffed by Wayne Gnatuk.   Results of the detailed survey have been received, they will meet by conference call date and time TBD. 
Presbytrerian Women (PW) – A well thought out strategy is being developed to engage in the SDOP ministry.
The Committee VOTED TO RECEIVE the SDOP Strategic Planning report.

Rebecca Reyes and Sharon Ware presented power point on Promoting The Self-Development of People’s brand and how to engage partners as champions to spread the good news about SDOP.
Rebecca Reyes closed the meeting with prayer.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary L McAdory

Senior Administrative Assistant

	
	SDOP 45th Anniversary 

CONVENED

ROLL CALL

ACTION:  01-0915
Approved Agenda with additional change
ACTION:  02-0915
Approved January 22-24, 2015 and May 18, 2015 Electronic National with the September’s meeting site corrected
ACTION:  03-0915
Received the Steering Committee Report

ACTION:  04-0915
Received the Staff Report

ACTION:  05-0915

Received the Financial Report

ACTION:  06-0915

Received the OGHS Report

ACTION:  07-0915

Received the Compassion, Peace and Justice Report

RECONVENED

RECONVENED
TASK FORCE REPORTS

MIDWEST
ACTION:  08-0915
Received the Midwest Task Force Report
NORTHEAST
ACTION:  09-0915

Received the Northeast Task Force Report

ACTION: 10-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SN15006
ACTION:  11-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SN15007
ACTION:  12-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SN15009
ACTION:  13-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SN15014
SOUTH
ACTION: 14-0915
Received the South Task Force Report
ACTION: 15-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SS14018

ACTION: 16-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SS15005

ACTION: 17-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SS15009
WEST

ACTION: 18-0915
Received the West Task Force Report
ACTION: 19-0915
VALIDATION/FUNDING

SW15003

ACTION:  20-0915

VALIDATION/FUNDING

SW15005

ACTION: 21-0915  VALIDATION/FUNDING

SW15006
ACTION: 22-0915 VALIDATION/FUNDING

SW15007
ACTION: 23-0915
Rescinded projects:  SW12002; SW13013; SW14004

RECONVENED

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
ACTION: 24-0915
Received the Community Relations Committee report

ACTION: 25-0915
Receive the Church-wide Relations Report
ACTION: 26-0915
Receive the SDOP Strategic Planning Report
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