
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 
Come to the Table of Grace 
 
World Communion Sunday 

 
What exactly is World Communion Sunday? Is it 
just a day where denominations intentionally 
receive communion? Or is there more to it? 
 
Interestingly enough, the idea was 
conceived in 1930 by Dr. Hugh Thompson 
Kerr, pastor at Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh. He felt it was a way to 
bring churches together in Christian unity so 
that everyone would recognize and 
celebrate the connection between the local 
congregation and the wider Christian 
community—a connection he felt was best 
commemorated at the communion table. 
 
The communion table is often called the “table of 
grace” because it is where we are nourished by 
God’s grace in order to live out that grace in the 
world.  The grace we share can take many 
forms. It might look like the Congolese woman 
courageously traveling into the bush to ask a war 
rebel to give up his arms so her people can live 
in peace. It could come in the form of two racially 
different congregations intentionally gathering 
together to address racial tensions. It might 
mean a congregation working to turn donated 
guns into rope pumps for wells, thus creating a 
source of life-giving water for families in Malawi. 
 
While the concept of World Communion Sunday 
did not immediately gain wide participation, the 
tradition caught hold during the Second World 
War. As people all over the world experienced 
war, conflict, and evil, they began to respond by 
commemorating World Communion Sunday in 
their churches. Rev. Dr. Donald Craig Kerr, son 
of Dr. Hugh Kerr, stated: “The Spirit caught hold 

because we were trying to hold the world 
together. World Communion symbolized the 
effort in a spiritual sense.  It emphasized that we 
are one in the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Today, as we commemorate World Communion 
Sunday, we will receive the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering.  As we acknowledge the 
violence and division in our world, in our country, 
and in our community, we are invited to come 
together to the table and join in communion with 
sisters and brothers all over the world.  As we 
bring our gifts, we gather with other worshiping 
communities around the country to strengthen 
Christ’s work for peace through our church. 
Twenty-five percent of funds received will be 
used for ________ in our community. Twenty-
five percent will be used at our mid council level 
and the remaining 50 percent will be used at the 
national level.   
 
What we share today will deepen connections to 
international peacemakers working in some of 
the most difficult places of conflict in the world.  It 
will provide opportunities to learn more about 
global conflict, racism, militarization, gun 
violence, bullying, and church conflict, and 
provide resources that train people like us to be 
part of proclaiming Christ’s peace to all God’s 
children. 
 
Please give generously. 


