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Children’s Sermon: Leviticus 23:22

When was the last time you had leftovers
from a meal? What did you do with them?
Did you save them for later? Did you give
them away?

What? Why would you give away your
leftovers? Well, what would you think the
Bible says about leftovers?

(Read Leviticus 23:22.)

Ok, so what is this saying? Leviticus is a
book of a lot of rules for the Israelites to
follow as they are learning to be God’s
people. And here’s one of those rules. Do
you know what gleaning is? It is the process
of picking over the field and taking what’s
been left behind of a harvest. You glean
the leftovers. And here, we read that the
Israelites were supposed to let the poor and
needy go through the fields to glean, to
take the leftovers. And then they won’t go
hungry.

Did you know that gleaning still happens?
That it happens in the United States?

A Prayer:

The Presbyterian Hunger Program

In California there are
groups of people who
visit the fruit trees
in people’s yards to
pick apples, oranges,
lemons, limes,
pomegranates,
avocados and other
food from

(with permission) to

trees

give to people who
are hungry. Otherwise
that food wouldn’t get
eaten and that would be
wasteful.

Who do you think is poor and

needy in your life?

I wonder if there are ways you can think
about your leftovers. You probably don’t
want to give someone you meet who is
hungry your leftovers from dinner but
what other ways can you share your food
with others?

Vil

Let’s pray.

God, thank you for the food that surrounds us
and for asking us to care about other people.
Help us feed others and love them as you have
loved us. We love you. Amen.
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