November 27, 2016
First Sunday of Advent

Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Isaiah 2:1–5 
Turn swords into plowshares; walk in the light of the Lord.


Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”

Romans 13:11–14 
Salvation is near: wake up; live honorably; put on Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 24:36–44 
The Lord is coming; keep awake; no one knows the day or hour.

— Gathering —

Opening Sentences 
Jesus says: I am coming soon. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
Awake from your sleep: salvation is near! 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand.
Let us worship God.
Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day
Unexpected God, 
your advent alarms us. 

Wake us from drowsy worship, 

from the sleep that neglects love, 

and the sedative of misdirected frenzy. 

Awaken us now to your coming, 

and bend our angers into your peace. Amen.
Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

A voice is crying out in the wilderness:

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Matthew 3:2–3

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession

Holy God, we confess
that we do not walk in your light. 
We hurt and destroy one another

and neglect the poor and hungry.

We let evil grow among us

and fail to bear good fruit. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 

Awaken us to your Word,

so that we may be ready

to welcome you with joy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the font:

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom.

The people of God will return with joy and singing.

Isaiah 35:1, 10

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God. 

 — Word —

Prayer for Illumination

At the lectern or pulpit: 
Creator of the stars, 

in the stillness of this moment we wait;

in the stillness of this moment we listen.

As we hear the words of Scripture and sermon,

we wait for your living Word;

we listen for the cadence of your voice. 

Break into our lives with your eternal light

and teach us your ways

that we may walk in your paths of truth. Amen.
Scripture

Before the readings:

The Lord has promised us:
See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
to prepare the way. 

Matthew 11:10

After the readings:

Go and tell everyone
what you have seen and heard:
the broken are made whole,
the dead are raised,
and the poor receive good news.

Thanks be to God.

Matthew 11:4–5

Sermon

Ascription of Praise

Blessed be the name of the Lord forever;

may the glory of God fill the earth. Amen. 
Psalm 72:19

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith

We believe that God has entrusted the church
with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Gathered here, in the house of the Lord,

let us pray for the coming of Christ’s realm.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the church . . .

Bring peace, O God, to all believers;

show us how to honor and serve you 

as members of Christ’s body. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the earth . . .

Bring peace, O God, to all the world;

bind us more firmly together 

in the pursuit of the common good.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of all nations . . .

Bring peace, O God, to every land;

teach us to trade our swords for plowshares

and spears for pruning hooks. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of this community . . .

Bring peace, O God, to our city [town];

make us attentive to the needs of our neighbors

and protect all who are in danger. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of loved ones . . .

Bring peace, O God, to family and friends;

heal those who are sick, help those who suffer,

and give hope to those who mourn. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of Jerusalem . . .

Bring peace, O God, to the world you have made:

the peace that passes understanding

and the promise of your new creation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is coming in glory to reign. Amen.

Psalm 122:6

— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

Let us magnify the Lord, rejoicing in the one

who scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly,

and fills the hungry with good things. 

Luke 1:46–47, 51–53

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 
Eternal God,

as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign,

use these gifts and the gifts of our lives

to bring justice to those who are oppressed,

to set free those who are in prison,

to lift up those who are bowed down,

and to uphold those who are vulnerable. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

You established your people to be a light for the nations,

and called us to walk in your paths and follow your ways.

Even now, you are coming to bring justice and peace to the world.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

In Christ Jesus, you drew near to us for our salvation,

teaching us to live in faith and to seek the good of all.

Through his dying and rising, you brought life to the world.

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Keep us faithful and alert for the hour of Christ’s coming.

Let us live honorably as children of truth and light,

so that we may eat and drink together in your holy realm. 

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:
Patient God,

thank you for accompanying us in our waiting

and feeding us on our journey. 

We have received the bread of life

and the cup of blessing with joy.

As we await the full reality of your realm,

may this food and drink sustain us

and give us courage to be your faithful people

bearing witness to your great love. Amen.
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia!

Romans 15:13

Prepare the way of the Lord! Amen.

Matthew 3:3

December 4, 2016
Second Sunday of Advent

Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Isaiah 11:1–10 
From Jesse’s root, a child will come with the spirit of the Lord. 


Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19 
May the king rule with righteousness and defend the poor.

Romans 15:4–13 
Trust God’s promises in Scripture; rejoice and live in hope.

Matthew 3:1–12 
John calls for repentance: prepare the way of the Lord. 

— Gathering —

Opening Sentences 
Jesus says: I am coming soon. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
A voice cries out in the wilderness:

Prepare the way of the Lord!
Let us worship God.
Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day
Laboring God, 

with axe and winnowing fork 

you clear a holy space 

where hurt and destruction have no place, 

and a little child holds sway. 

Clear our lives of hatred and despair, 

sow seeds of joy and peace, 

that shoots of hope may spring forth 

and we may live in harmony 

with one another. Amen.
Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

A voice is crying out in the wilderness:

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Matthew 3:2–3

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession

Holy God, we confess
that we do not walk in your light. 
We hurt and destroy one another

and neglect the poor and hungry.

We let evil grow among us

and fail to bear good fruit. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 

Awaken us to your Word,

so that we may be ready

to welcome you with joy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the font:

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom.

The people of God will return with joy and singing.

Isaiah 35:1, 10

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God. 

 — Word —

Prayer for Illumination

At the lectern or pulpit: 
Creator of the stars, 

in the stillness of this moment we wait;

in the stillness of this moment we listen.

As we hear the words of Scripture and sermon,

we wait for your living Word;

we listen for the cadence of your voice. 

Break into our lives with your eternal light

and teach us your ways

that we may walk in your paths of truth. Amen.
Scripture

Before the readings:

The Lord has promised us:
See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
to prepare the way. 

Matthew 11:10

After the readings:

Go and tell everyone
what you have seen and heard:
the broken are made whole,
the dead are raised,
and the poor receive good news.

Thanks be to God.

Matthew 11:4–5

Sermon

Ascription of Praise

Blessed be the name of the Lord forever;

may the glory of God fill the earth. Amen. 
Psalm 72:19

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith

We believe that God has entrusted the church
with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Gathered here, in the house of the Lord,

let us pray for the coming of Christ’s realm.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the church …

Bring peace, O God, to your people;

may we live in harmony and love

according to Christ’s new commandment. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the earth …

Bring peace, O God, to all creatures;

hasten the coming of the day

when wolf and lamb may live together.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of all nations …

Bring peace, O God, to every land;

help us to seek what is just and right,

and defend the cause of the poor.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of this community …

Bring peace, O God, to our city [town];

teach us to welcome one another

just as Christ has welcomed us. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of loved ones …

Bring peace, O God, to all your children;

bless us with life, health, and prosperity

so that we may praise you all our days.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of Jerusalem …

Bring peace, O God, to the world you have made:

the peace that passes understanding

and the promise of your new creation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is coming in glory to reign. Amen. 

Psalm 122:6

— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

Let us magnify the Lord, rejoicing in the one

who scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly,

and fills the hungry with good things. 

Luke 1:46–47, 51–53

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 
Eternal God,

as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign,

use these gifts and the gifts of our lives

to bring justice to those who are oppressed,

to set free those who are in prison,

to lift up those who are bowed down,

and to uphold those who are vulnerable. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

The earth is full of your knowledge and glory.
You made all creatures to live in peace and safety,

and sent a little child to lead us.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

Baptized by John, Christ came to deliver us from sin,

and to pour out the Holy Spirit upon your church.

By our faith in Christ, we have the hope of eternal life. 

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Fill us with wisdom and understanding, knowledge and power,

and grant that we may live in harmony with one another

as we await the coming of the kingdom of heaven. 

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:
Patient God,

thank you for accompanying us in our waiting

and feeding us on our journey. 

We have received the bread of life

and the cup of blessing with joy.

As we await the full reality of your realm,

may this food and drink sustain us

and give us courage to be your faithful people

bearing witness to your great love. Amen.
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia!

Romans 15:13

Prepare the way of the Lord! Amen.

Matthew 3:3

December 11, 2016
Third Sunday of Advent

Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Isaiah 35:1–10 
The desert will blossom; God’s people will return with joy. 


Psalm 146:5–10 
The maker of heaven and earth gives justice and reigns forever.


or Luke 1:46–55 
Mary rejoices in God, who helps the poor and lifts up the lowly. 

James 5:7–10 
Be patient; have courage; the coming of the Lord is near. 

Matthew 11:2–11 
Jesus praises John, the messenger who has prepared the way. 

— Gathering —

Opening Sentences 
Jesus says: I am coming soon. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
My soul magnifies the Lord;

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
Let us worship God.
Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day
O God of Isaiah and John the Baptist, 
through all such faithful ones 

you proclaim the unfolding of future joy 

and renewed life. 

Strengthen our hearts 

to believe your advent promise 

that one day we will walk 

in the holy way of Christ, 

where sorrow and sighing will be no more 

and the journey of God’s people 

will be joy. Amen.
Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

A voice is crying out in the wilderness:

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Matthew 3:2–3

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession

Holy God, we confess
that we do not walk in your light. 
We hurt and destroy one another

and neglect the poor and hungry.

We let evil grow among us

and fail to bear good fruit. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 

Awaken us to your Word,

so that we may be ready

to welcome you with joy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the font:

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom.

The people of God will return with joy and singing.

Isaiah 35:1, 10

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God. 

 — Word —

Prayer for Illumination

At the lectern or pulpit: 
Creator of the stars, 

in the stillness of this moment we wait;

in the stillness of this moment we listen.

As we hear the words of Scripture and sermon,

we wait for your living Word;

we listen for the cadence of your voice. 

Break into our lives with your eternal light

and teach us your ways

that we may walk in your paths of truth. Amen.
Scripture

Before the readings:

The Lord has promised us:
See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
to prepare the way. 

Matthew 11:10

After the readings:

Go and tell everyone
what you have seen and heard:
the broken are made whole,
the dead are raised,
and the poor receive good news.

Thanks be to God.

Matthew 11:4–5

Sermon

Ascription of Praise

Blessed be the name of the Lord forever;

may the glory of God fill the earth. Amen. 
Psalm 72:19

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith

We believe that God has entrusted the church
with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Gathered here, in the house of the Lord,

let us pray for the coming of Christ’s realm.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the church . . .

Bring peace, O God, to the body of Christ;

strengthen our hearts, teach us patience,

and make us messengers of hope. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the earth . . .

Bring peace, O God, throughout the world;

feed the hungry, set captives free,

and give justice to the oppressed. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of all nations . . .

Bring peace, O God, to every land;

teach us to love righteousness

and lift up those who are bowed down. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of this community . . .

Bring peace, O God, to our city [town];

watch over travelers and strangers,

and uphold the lonely and vulnerable. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of loved ones . . .

Bring peace, O God, to those we hold dear;

heal the sick, bring good news to the poor,

comfort the sorrowful, and raise the dead to life.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of Jerusalem . . .

Bring peace, O God, to the world you have made:

the peace that passes understanding

and the promise of your new creation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is coming in glory to reign. Amen. 

Psalm 122:6

— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

Let us magnify the Lord, rejoicing in the one

who scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly,

and fills the hungry with good things. 

Luke 1:46–47, 51–53

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 
Eternal God,

as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign,

use these gifts and the gifts of our lives

to bring justice to those who are oppressed,

to set free those who are in prison,

to lift up those who are bowed down,

and to uphold those who are vulnerable. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

You bring forth flowers in the desert and water in a weary land.

Now you have made a highway for us in the wilderness,

where your people, once captive, may return with songs of joy.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

In Christ, we have seen and heard the good news:

the sick are healed, strangers are welcomed,

the poor have hope, and the dead are raised to new life. 

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Help us to grow in faith and love, as your people in Christ.

Strengthen our hearts and teach us patience

as we watch and pray for the coming of the Lord. 

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:
Patient God,

thank you for accompanying us in our waiting

and feeding us on our journey. 

We have received the bread of life

and the cup of blessing with joy.

As we await the full reality of your realm,

may this food and drink sustain us

and give us courage to be your faithful people

bearing witness to your great love. Amen.
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia!

Romans 15:13

Prepare the way of the Lord! Amen.

Matthew 3:3

December 18, 2016
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Color: Purple or Blue

Lectionary Readings

Isaiah 7:10–16 
The young woman will bear a child and name him Immanuel.


Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, and save us. 

Romans 1:1–7 
Paul greets the saints in Rome; Jesus is the promised Son of God.

Matthew 1:18–25 
Mary is with child; an angel visits Joseph; Jesus is “God with us.” 

— Gathering —

Opening Sentences 
Jesus says: I am coming soon. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
Look! The young woman is with child; 

she will call him Emmanuel: God is with us. 
Let us worship God.
Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer of the Day 
Shepherd of Israel, 

may Jesus, Emmanuel and son of Mary, 

be more than just a dream in our hearts. 

With the apostles, prophets, and saints, 

save us, restore us, 

and lead us in the way of grace and peace, 

that we may bear your promise 

into the world. Amen.

Call to Confession

At the baptismal font:

A voice is crying out in the wilderness:

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Matthew 3:2–3

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession

Holy God, we confess
that we do not walk in your light. 
We hurt and destroy one another

and neglect the poor and hungry.

We let evil grow among us

and fail to bear good fruit. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 

Awaken us to your Word,

so that we may be ready

to welcome you with joy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Lifting water from the font:

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom.

The people of God will return with joy and singing.

Isaiah 35:1, 10

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God. 

 — Word —

Prayer for Illumination

At the lectern or pulpit: 
Creator of the stars, 

in the stillness of this moment we wait;

in the stillness of this moment we listen.

As we hear the words of Scripture and sermon,

we wait for your living Word;

we listen for the cadence of your voice. 

Break into our lives with your eternal light

and teach us your ways

that we may walk in your paths of truth. Amen.
Scripture

Before the readings:

The Lord has promised us:
See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
to prepare the way. 

Matthew 11:10

After the readings:

Go and tell everyone
what you have seen and heard:
the broken are made whole,
the dead are raised,
and the poor receive good news.

Thanks be to God.

Matthew 11:4–5

Sermon

Ascription of Praise

Blessed be the name of the Lord forever;

may the glory of God fill the earth. Amen. 
Psalm 72:19

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Affirmation of Faith

We believe that God has entrusted the church
with the message of reconciliation

in and through Jesus Christ.

We believe that the church is called 

to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 

We believe that the church is called blessed

because it is a peacemaker.

We believe that the church is witness

both by word and by deed

to the new heaven and the new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Adapted from the Confession of Belhar
Prayers of the People

Gathered here, in the house of the Lord,

let us pray for the coming of Christ’s realm.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the church . . .

Bring peace, O God, to sinners and saints;

keep us faithful in your mission

and generous in sharing your grace. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the earth . . .

Bring peace, O God, to all people;

let new neighbors love one another

and old enemies be reconciled. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of all nations . . .

Bring peace, O God, to every land;

give wisdom to our leaders

and freedom to all people.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of this community . . .

Bring peace, O God, to our city [town];

hold us in your hand and lead us;

shepherd the lost and feed the hungry.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of loved ones . . .

Bring peace, O God, to family and friends;

protect those who are in trouble

and save us from all harm. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of Jerusalem . . .

Bring peace, O God, to the world you have made:

the peace that passes understanding

and the promise of your new creation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is coming in glory to reign. Amen. 

Psalm 122:6

— Eucharist —

Invitation to Offering

Let us magnify the Lord, rejoicing in the one

who scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly,

and fills the hungry with good things. 

Luke 1:46–47, 51–53

Prayer of Dedication

At the communion table: 
Eternal God,

as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign,

use these gifts and the gifts of our lives

to bring justice to those who are oppressed,

to set free those who are in prison,

to lift up those who are bowed down,

and to uphold those who are vulnerable. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God:

You have been our shepherd and savior in every generation.

Though we turned away from you, you were always faithful.

In the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to be our Immanuel.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir: 

A Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”) is sung. 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:

In Jesus Christ, born of Mary, you fulfilled your promise,

long awaited by prophets and spoken in the Scriptures.

By his resurrection from the dead we receive life everlasting. 

The words of institution are included here.

Remembering your goodness and grace,

we offer ourselves to you with gratitude

as we share this joyful feast. 

A Memorial Acclamation (e.g., “Christ has died”) is sung.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and cup;
make us one in the body and blood

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Give hope and strength to those who call upon your name.

Feed us with the bread of life and fill us with the spirit of joy

so that we may share your grace and peace with all the world. 

Through the Lord Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Spirit, 

we bless you, God of glory,

now and forever. 
An Amen is sung. 

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Prayer after Communion

At the communion table:
Patient God,

thank you for accompanying us in our waiting

and feeding us on our journey. 

We have received the bread of life

and the cup of blessing with joy.

As we await the full reality of your realm,

may this food and drink sustain us

and give us courage to be your faithful people

bearing witness to your great love. Amen.
— Sending —

Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song

Blessing and Charge

May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia!

Romans 15:13

Prepare the way of the Lord! Amen.

Matthew 3:3

