
 

 

Worship Resources 2016 

Prepared by Rev. John Allen Bankson 

“They shall name him ‘Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with us.’” –Matthew 1:23  

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalter: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 80) 

 

 Great Shepherd, you lead us as your flock: 

  Let your face shine on us; come and save us! 

 You are enthroned among angelic beings: 

  Let your face shine on us; come and save us! 

 Stir up your might, O Mighty One: 

  Let your face shine on us; come and save us! 

 Restore us, O God, that we may bring restoration to others: 

  Let your face shine on us; come and save us! 

 Giver of life, help us to bring your life and light to those who need it most: 

  Let your face shine on us; come and save us! 

 Beloved in Christ, let us worship God. 

 

Opening Prayer (Based on Isaiah 7) 

 

Almighty God, nothing is too difficult for you. Amid our suffering and our fears, 

again and again you remind us that, in Christ, you are Emmanuel: God with us. 

Be present with us now as we offer our worship to you, as the Scriptures are read 

and proclaimed, [as we feast with Christ, our Emmanuel, around the Table,] and 



as we present offerings to you that will be used to strengthen our sisters and 

brothers, to remind them of your presence, extended through us as the Body of 

Christ. We offer our prayer to you in the name of Jesus Christ, God with us, and 

through the power of your ever-present Spirit. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession (Based on Romans 1) 

 

In the Gospel, God promises to pour out grace and peace on all those who belong to 

Jesus Christ: to all who turn to Christ in repentance and faith. Let us now, therefore, 

humbly confess our sins before God and one another. 

 

Confession of Sin (Based on Psalm 80) 

Holy God, you are our Shepherd, yet we have strayed from the security of 

your fold to follow our own desires. You desire that the light of your face 

would shine on us, yet we prefer to hide ourselves in shadows. Because of 

our wandering, we have exchanged the rich feast of love, grace, and 

acceptance you offer us for the bread and drink of tears. You have called 

us to share your light with others; we have brought dishonor to you and 

scorn upon ourselves. Restore us, O God, for we turn to you. We are your 

people, your flock, your vine. Give us life, for we call upon your name, 

through Christ our Lord, the One who is at your right hand. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness (Based on Romans 1 and Matthew 1) 

 

Friends, hear the Good News! Jesus Christ, whose coming was promised long 

ago by the prophets, has been declared to be the Son of God by rising from the 

dead. He has the power to save us from our sins and to send us out in his name 

to share grace and peace with all people. Therefore, I declare to you in the name 

of Jesus Christ: we are forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

Call to Offering 

 

Jesus is Emmanuel: “God with us.” Jesus is present with us in Word and sacrament, 

and also in and through one another as the body of Christ. As Christ’s body, we are 

called to share our gifts, ourselves, and Christ’s presence, with those in need. 

 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

O God, the Shepherd of your people, bless the gifts we now offer to you. May 

they provide relief for those who find themselves in extreme distress, and may 

they also enable the church to raise up a new generation of leaders. In this act of 



worship, we offer not only these gifts, but also ourselves, our souls and bodies, 

as living sacrifices to you. Use us, we pray, to share your presence among all 

who are in need. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Emmanuel, who is at your right 

hand, we pray. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 

People of God: as we come to the Table of the Lord, let us remember that it is the Lord 

who comes to us. During this season of Advent, we reflect on Christ’s first coming as we 

prepare for the Lord’s second Advent, when Christ will come with glory and will reign 

forever and ever. Advent reminds us also that Christ comes to us here, at the Table, 

when bread and wine are shared in Jesus’ name. Christ feeds us with his body and 

blood so that we might become the body of Christ, a manifestation of God wiith us, to a 

hurting world. Therefore, hear the words of Jesus to all who trust in him, “All is 

prepared: come and share this meal.” 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Almighty God, in this sacrament you have assured us of Christ’s presence 

and reminded us that we are Christ’s body. As you are with us in Christ, 

may the spiritual food we have just received nourish and sustain us as we 

offer the presence of Christ to those who need it the most. As you have 

caused your face to shine on us, may we share your light with those who 

still walk in the shadow of death. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Charge and Blessing 

 

Go in the name of the One who was declared to be the Son of God by rising from 

the dead. Go in the name Jesus, declared by the prophet to be God with us, and 

by the angel to be the One who would save us from our sins. And go in the 

knowledge that the grace and peace of God the Father, of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and of the Spirit of holiness will rest upon you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 

Note: An alternative hymn that may be used in worship is A Savior Born, A Gift of Joy 

and is included below.  



 


