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 The wondrous  
gifT is given

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.” —Matthew 2:6

http://presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy
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The wondrous  
gifT is given

The Christmas Joy Offering celebrates the coming of Jesus Christ, the  
“wondrous gift” of God with us. Jesus arrived in a humble stable in small and 
insignificant Bethlehem, to lead and teach in truth and love, and bring about God’s 
salvation to the world. What a “wondrous gift” indeed! This was a gift so profound 
that the only response was the bringing of more gifts; the Magi arrived with gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh to honor the Christ child. 

Devoted and caring leaders have led many of us in the way of christ. They have been church workers 
equipping us to respond to the grace we have known in Jesus christ, and they have been God’s gifts among 
us. As we celebrate christ’s coming, and think of the profound impact these individuals have had on us, 
the christmas Joy offering provides a way for us to offer a gift in response. Gifts to the christmas Joy 
offering will raise up leaders from small places that are too often overlooked by the church. The historically 
Presbyterian racial ethnic schools were founded to educate emerging leaders from underrepresented groups 
so leadership in the church would better reflect the diversity of God’s people. 

Half of the christmas Joy offering supports the continued ministry of educating and forming christian 
leaders. The other half of the offering honors those leaders who serve and have served us well. Through 
the Assistance Program of the board of Pensions, current and retired church workers who experience need 
because of tragedy, health concerns, or financial hardship can receive assistance from the church they have 
served so well. 

In gratitude to God for the wondrous gift of Jesus, the Presbyterian church (U.S.A.) invites congregations to 
join this celebration of God’s presence with us by supporting those in need of help and hope.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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did you know?

1. The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s.

2. The Offering distributes gifts 50/50 to the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.

3. The Assistance Program provides essential financial support to church workers and 
their families.

4. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and spiritual development 
while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment 
for nearly 140 years.

Thank you for your support of 
this life-changing offering. 

Please encourage your 
congregants to give generously.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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whAT’s in your 
LeAder’s guide?
You have likely received a shipment of materials. These are intended to help your church 
members learn about and understand the work supported by their gifts and motivate them 
to give. This guide will walk you through sharing those materials and some effective ways 
to participate in and celebrate the Christmas Joy Offering. But this guide is just a start: We 
encourage you to add your own ideas, creativity, and enthusiasm to help increase awareness 
and giving in your congregation.

using the leader’s guide makes things simple

what does the christmas joy offering do?

promoting christmas joy: before the offering

promoting christmas joy: during the offering

promoting christmas joy: after the offering
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minutes for mission

resources order form
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hAve quesTions      
or need heLp?

Have a question or need help?
Contact us!

Christmas Joy Offering

800-728-7228, ext. 5047 
specialofferings@pcusa.org 
presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy

Board of Pensions

rev. Peter Sime 
800-773-7752, ext. 7227 
psime@pensions.org 
pensions.org

Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges 

Tim mccallister 
800-728-7228, ext. 5230 
tim.mccallister@pcusa.org 
presbyterianmission.org/resc

Standing Orders

Presbyterian Distribution Service 
800-524-2612 
pds@pcusa.org

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
mailto:specialofferings%40pcusa.org?subject=
http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
mailto:psime%40pensions.org?subject=
http://pensions.org
mailto:tim.mccallister%40pcusa.org?subject=
http://presbyterianmission.org/resc
mailto:pds%40pcusa.org?subject=
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using The LeAder’s guide 
MAkes Things siMpLe
We created this guide with you in mind. It’s filled with information about the offering, ways you can get your 
congregation involved, resources you can use throughout the duration, and much more. Participating in the 
christmas Joy offering has never been easier. Use your guide to start promoting the offering today.

Interested in an electronic version?  | Find it at pcusa.org/resource/christmas-joy-offering-leaders-guide-2016 

even leaders need a little help
 » When you’re busy, figuring out the best ways 
to promote the christmas Joy offering can be 
difficult. So, we’ve highlighted important facts, 
histories, statistics, and programs to make it easier 
to inspire your congregation to get involved.

your assistance goes a long way
 » research shows that when church leaders, like 
you, encourage their congregants to support 
initiatives like the christmas Joy offering, their 
members give significantly more. Thanks to your 
commitment, we can continue to make, and keep, 
the vital promises of the christmas Joy offering.

        
        
        
        
       

we’re on a mission worth joining
 » It’s our goal to assist church workers in their time 
of need and students in their time of promise. 
check out the minutes for mission and bulletin 
inserts for powerful stories of lives changed—all 
because of gifts to the offering.

it’s never too late to learn more
 » each year, we have more amazing reasons for you 
to continue your support of the christmas Joy 
offering. visit our website to discover even more 
resources: presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy.

Why use your Christmas Joy Offering resources?

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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whAT does The ChrisTMAs 
Joy offering do?    
Supporting Our Past and Present Leaders
by supporting the board of Pensions, the christmas 
Joy offering honors the faithfulness of current and 
retired church workers in their time of need by providing 
financial assistance to support them through life’s 
challenging circumstances. These generous actions 
bear witness to our faithful response to God’s charge 
to love one another as christ commanded.

 » Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions 
2000 market Street Philadelphia, PA 19103-3298 
800-773-7752 
pensions.org

“We’ve always supported the christmas Joy offering because it contributes to the well-being of those 
who have made a life decision to serve the church. It helps them not to have to choose between 
housing and food.”

– Dr. Jim Irwin, Othello, Washington,  
First Presbyterian church | Son of retired church workers who received a housing grant

» Read Jim’s story on page 11 of this guide.

quiCk fACTs

• $1.1 million of gifts from 2015 are being used to provide financial support and 
grants for current and retired Presbyterian church workers in their time of need.

• Income supplements from the board of Pensions helped nearly 300 households.

• Housing supplements from the board of Pensions helped more than  
200 households.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://pensions.org
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the christmas joy offering supports 
these institutions:

MEnAUL SCHOOL 
301 menaul blvd. Ne      
Albuquerque, Nm 87107      
505-345-7727       
menaulschool.com

» 98% of graduates go on to college

» menaul School was ranked best christian High School and 
5th best private school in New mexico by Niche (https://
niche.com) in their February release of “2016 best Private 
Schools in America.”

PRESByTERIAn PAn AMERICAn SCHOOL 
Po box 1578 
Kingsville, TX 78364 
505-345-7727 
ppas.org

» Welcomes a diverse international student body: 26 countries 
represented in the last 25 years

» 100% of graduates are accepted into colleges and universities 
in their home countries or in the United States

STILLMAn COLLEGE 
Po box 1430 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403 
800-841-5722 
stillman.edu

» 84% of faculty hold terminal degrees

» ranked among top tier schools in U.S. News and World 
report for more than a decade

Paving the Way for Future Leaders
Pc(USA), with its historic commitment to higher learning, has long promoted education and leadership 
development through the establishment and support of racial ethnic schools and colleges.

our future racial ethnic church leaders can receive much-needed assistance while they discover and pursue 
their professional goals at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. Your gifts allow these ministries to 
continue—sustaining a tradition Presbyterians have carried out for decades.

quiCk fACTs
 

$1 million of gifts from 2015 are being 

used to provide education and enable 

students to attend Presbyterian–related 

racial ethnic schools and colleges to 

develop leadership skills.

FIRST TO ENROLL
many of the students attending 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools 

and colleges are the first in their families to 

enroll in higher education.

“Without a doubt, attending the 
Presbyterian Pan American School  
has been one of the greatest blessings  
in my life,” Monika says. “Without  
that opportunity, I would not be who  
I am or where I am now.” 

–monika ruiz | Student at Presbyterian 
Pan American School

» Read Monika’s story on page 12   
    of this guide.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://menaulschool.com
https://niche.com
https://niche.com
http://ppas.org
http://stillman.edu
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proMoTing ChrisTMAs Joy:   
beFore THe oFFerING

September – October
 Ƀ  Ask the session to set a date to receive the 

christmas Joy offering. This is traditionally 
received on the Sunday before christmas, 
December 18, though any time during the Advent 
and christmas season is appropriate. encourage 
the session to set a giving goal that’s higher than 
last year’s.

 Ƀ Develop your interpretation plan by reviewing 
the resources on the website. once you receive 
your shipment of materials, review them and 
continue planning your offering promotion. visit 
the christmas Joy website at presbyterianmission.
org/christmasjoy for additional tips, updates, and 
downloadable resources.

 Ƀ Order any additional materials you may need by 
emailing pds@pcusa.org or calling 800-524-2612.

 Ƀ Begin planning events around the theme: “The 
Wondrous Gift is Given.” choose the individuals 
who will present minutes for mission. Work with 
the worship committee to plan a special christmas 
Joy offering worship service as well as a christmas 
eve candle-lighting service (a resource for this is 
available online).

     

SEP-OCT

visit presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy  
to download these offering resources:

• bulletin inserts

• Poster

• Facebook photo

• minutes for mission

• Sample blog post or newsletter article

• Downloadable Presbyterian Giving catalog

three ways your members can give

1. Through your congregation 

2. Text JoY to 20222 to give $10

3. presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

If giving online, members should provide the name of your congregation so your church will receive credit for these gifts.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
mailto:pds%40pcusa.org?subject=
http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy%20
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proMoTing ChrisTMAs Joy:   
DUrING THe oFFerING

november
 Ƀ Display the christmas Joy offering poster in a 

prominent location, and feel free to order more if 
you need them!

 Ƀ Use the predesigned art and graphics found 
at presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy in 
newsletters or bulletins.

 Ƀ Use the NEW children’s curriculum in Sunday 
school during Advent for a fresh, creative, and fun 
approach to this year’s christmas Joy offering. 
Available for download are a children’s Sermon, two 
lessons with activities, and ideas to connect worship 
and the congregation. visit presbyterianmission.
org/pgcdownload to download.

 Ƀ Promote the offering on your church’s website, 
and share your promotional ideas with other 
congregations through your Facebook page.

 Ƀ Remind your congregation about the offering. 
Distribute coin boxes and promote the offering 
through the church newsletter or other mailings 
(a ready-made newsletter article is available in the 
online resources). 

 Ƀ Consider enclosing the offering brochure/
envelope in your mailings as a giving opportunity 
for those who may be out of town when you 
receive the offering.

NOV

December
 Ƀ Place an insert in the Sunday bulletin every week. 

There are two inserts this year, so each insert can 
be used for two Sundays.

 Ƀ Ask individuals to present minutes for mission 
for three or four Sundays, including those when 
the offering is received. The minutes for mission 
complement the stories in the bulletins, and 
can be found in this guide or downloaded from 
the website.

 Ƀ Put offering envelopes in the pew racks.

 Ƀ Use offering materials during a worship service, 
potluck, and/or other congregational gatherings. 

 Ƀ Have the Sunday school children present to 
the pastor the stole they made using the new 
children’s curriculum on the Sunday your 
congregation receives the christmas Joy offering. 
visit presbyterianmission.org/pgcdownload for 
more information.

 Ƀ Receive the christmas Joy offering on December 18 
or any time during the Advent or christmas season.

DEC

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://presbyterianmission.org/pgcdownload
http://presbyterianmission.org/pgcdownload
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.htm
http://%20presbyterianmission.org/pgcdownload
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proMoTing ChrisTMAs Joy: 
AFTer THe oFFerING

Thank your congregation for participating in the offering. 

Report to your congregation how much was received and which programs, schools, and 
colleges will receive gifts from the offering.

Throughout the year remind your members they can contribute to the offering all year.

Make your congregation’s check payable to PC(USA). Send it through the normal receiving 
agency at your presbytery or synod. If your church does not have a receiving agency, the check 
can be sent to:

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Po box 643700 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

Stay up-to-date on all things Special Offerings by subscribing to the Special Offerings blog, 
“liking” the Special offerings Facebook page, or following Special offerings on Twitter. 

twitter.com/pcusa_so

facebook.com/specialofferings

pcusa.org/blogs/Daily_Offerings

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://twitter.com/pcusa_so
http://facebook.com/specialofferings
http://pcusa.org/blogs/Daily_Offerings
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MinuTe for Mission

Time does not erase family’s gratitude for  
Board of Pensions assistance program

Jim Irwin was looking forward to college graduation and 
medical school when he received news of his father’s death 
on a cold February day in 1962. Jim’s father, rev. James 
Walter Irwin, had a fatal heart attack at the age of 58. 

Jim’s parents had raised five sons on the modest salary 
rev. Irwin earned serving small rural parishes in Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, california, missouri, and Kansas. When 
their father died, three of Jim’s brothers were pursuing 
either undergraduate or advanced degrees, while another 
had just begun his pastoral career. Their mother, Nell, 
was left with limited financial resources and would soon 
need a place to live. mrs. Irwin suffered from Parkinson’s 
disease, which made the situation even more challenging. 

The congregation rev. Irwin had served paid her his 
salary for a year and allowed her to live in the manse 
for several months. She and her youngest son, then a 
college junior, moved into a rental house where she lived 
until he graduated, when mrs. Irwin again found herself 
in need of housing. Her anxiety about being able to afford 
a decent dwelling was relieved thanks to assistance from 
the Pc(USA)’s board of Pensions. The board provided a 
monthly housing grant that enabled her to live at Sterling 
Presbyterian manor in Sterling, Kansas, until her death   
in 1979. 

Had it not been for the assistance, Jim says he and his 
brothers “would have figured something out.” Yet at the 
time of their father’s death, none was in a position to 
offer much help.

The board of Pensions, using gifts from the christmas 
Joy offering, continues to assist current and retired 
church servants and their families who find themselves in 
challenging financial circumstances. The board receives 

half of the offering to provide this assistance, while 
the other half goes to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 
schools.

Jim finished medical school and chose surgery as his 
specialty. His brothers completed their educations and 
entered successful careers as well. Their gratitude for  
the assistance the board of Pensions provided their 
mother continues.

Jim and his wife, Francie, faithfully support the 
christmas Joy offering through their congregation, First 
Presbyterian church in othello, Washington. When Jim 
gives, he remembers the help his mother received.

“The help my mom received was invaluable,” Jim says. 
“We’ve always supported the christmas Joy offering 
because it contributes to the well-being of those who 
have made a life decision to serve the church. It helps 
them not to have to choose between housing and food.”

Because of gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering, 
fewer people have to make such difficult choices. 
Gifts to the Offering help current and retired church 
workers and their families navigate difficult financial 
circumstances. your gift will make a difference. 

let us pray:

Gracious God, we give thanks for people who 
faithfully serve your church. Sustain them in times of 
celebration and in times of struggle. Help us support 
those whom you have called into your service. Amen.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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MinuTe for Mission

Seeking safety from violence, Pan American      
alum found the challenge of God’s call 

monika ruiz’s vocational aspirations paint a portrait of 
holistic christian commitment. This college sophomore 
wants to serve as a nurse in international mission, but 
her dreams for the future don’t stop with taking care 
of physical needs. monika would like to tend spiritual 
needs through pastoral ministry in a developing country. 
She is concerned about justice for neglected people and 
communities around the world, and she envisions starting 
an advocacy organization that works on their behalf.

Her call to service was nurtured as a high school student 
at the Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville, 
Texas, an institution you help support with your gifts to 
the christmas Joy offering. “Throughout my three years 
at Pan Am, I learned to trust God more, and through 
my peers and the staff there, I saw the gifts of love and 
service put to work,” monika says. 

monika came to Pan American from a community in 
mexico where drug cartels hold tremendous sway, where 
some days she was unable even to attend school due to 
drug trafficking and violence. At Pan American, she not 
only found a safe and caring environment, but also hit 
her stride academically and learned lessons beyond the 
classroom. “Pan American gave me an opportunity that 
I would not have had in my country,” monika says. “I not 
only learned english and how to excel in academics, but 
my experience prepared me for college and for life.”

monika graduated as salutatorian of her 2015 class. She 
received a scholarship to another Presbyterian-related 
school, Schreiner University in Kerrville, Texas, where 
she is a nursing student. She anticipates enrolling at 
Austin Theological Seminary after she completes her 
bachelor’s degree.

Pan American’s diverse student body gave monika a 
glimpse of the world she hopes to serve. “one of the 
things I will always be thankful for are the friendships I 
made there. being around people from other countries 
and cultures made my high school education unique and 
very rich,” monika says.

Gifts to the christmas Joy offering help Presbyterian 
racial ethnic schools provide life-changing experiences 
for students like monika. Half of the receipts go to 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and the other 
half provides assistance for current and retired church 
workers and their families who are in need.

Presbyterian racial ethnic schools afford opportunities 
that students like monika might not otherwise be 
able to experience. “Without a doubt, attending the 
Presbyterian Pan American School has been one of the 
greatest blessings in my life,” monika says. “Without that 
opportunity, I would not be who I am or where I am now.”

your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will help more 
students like Monika develop their gifts for effective 
service to the church and the world.

let us pray:

Encouraging God, we give thanks for Presbyterian 
racial ethnic schools and the dreams they inspire in 
students who otherwise might never have dared to 
dream. Help them claim their giftedness and sustain 
faculty and staff members as they point students 
toward higher plateaus of learning, devotion, and 
service. Amen.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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MinuTe for Mission

Christmas Joy gifts help pastor overcome       
the challenges of limited hearing

rosie, a lovable Australian labradoodle, provides more than 
companionship to rev. Wendy mcAninch: She also alerts 
her to important sounds that Wendy is unable to hear.

Wendy has been gradually losing her hearing for about 20 
years and has been helped by hearing aids, but continues to 
experience tinnitus, a chronic ringing in her ears. She’s trained 
herself to tune out the pesky ringing, but that keeps her from 
hearing things like doorbells, alarm clocks, and timers.

Yet rosie hears these sounds and informs Wendy by giving 
her a gentle nudge. Wendy no longer has to worry about not 
hearing a doorbell that signals a friend’s visit, an alarm that 
notifies her it’s time for medication, or a kitchen timer that 
keeps her from burning her dinner. 

Wendy would not enjoy rosie’s services and this improved 
quality of life without generous gifts to the christmas Joy 
offering. offering receipts helped pay for rosie’s training, 
an expensive endeavor that Wendy, a medical retiree, 
couldn’t afford on her own. cascades Presbytery and 
her congregation, First Presbyterian church of Ashland, 
oregon, also contributed.

Wendy had to step away from full-time ministry in 2000 
due to Trigeminal (trahy-jem-uh-nl) Neuralgia (noo-
ral-juh), a severe chronic pain disorder. It soon became 
apparent that any full-time employment was out of the 
question. She has worked in parish ministry, on a presbytery 
staff, and in campus ministry at Southern oregon 
University. She now serves in a limited part-time role as a 
parish associate at First Presbyterian, Ashland.

“rosie goes to church with me on Sunday morning, and 
the church has embraced her presence and her function,” 
Wendy says. “She’s welcome at any event.” 

In fact, rosie’s friendly demeanor has helped Wendy build 
relationships with parishioners. “She broke down some 
barriers I didn’t know were there,” Wendy observes. “She 
wags not just her tail but her whole body. I don’t take 
offense when people greet her and then say hello to me.”

rosie’s companionship also helps Wendy cope with her 
chronic pain condition. rosie’s warm personality provides 
comfort, but her presence in Wendy’s life also keeps Wendy 
more fit and engaged with the world. Walking her helps 
Wendy get exercise and interact with other dog owners and 
neighbors. Wendy says otherwise she tends to drift into 
seclusion when her pain becomes intense.

one half of your gifts to the christmas Joy offering goes to 
the Presbyterian board of Pensions Assistance programs 
to benefit people like Wendy. over the years, it’s helped 
hundreds of current and retired church workers and their 
families in financial need. The other half of the christmas 
Joy offering receipts benefits Presbyterian-related racial 
ethnic schools.

The Christmas Joy Offering afforded Wendy not just 
help with everyday life, but increased peace of mind. 
“There is security knowing that Rosie is going to be 
there,” Wendy says. “She’s going to be there to alert me 
when I need alerting.”

let us pray:

Caring God, We pray for faithful church servants who 
find themselves in challenging circumstances. Tune our 
ears to hear their needs and turn our hearts to respond to 
them with compassion and generosity. Amen.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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MinuTe for Mission

Menaul School’s academic excellence,       
diversity, and values inspire achievement

mari Duran is a happy seventh grader who wants to be a 
judge when she grows up. right now, however, she is enjoying 
life as an honor student, a cheerleader, a volleyball player, 
and a budding actress at the Presbyterian-related menaul 
School in Albuquerque, New mexico.

mari did not coast to the achievement she is now 
experiencing. She was born to a drug-addicted mother 
and taken directly from the hospital into foster care. Her 
maternal grandmother, Debra Duran, gained custody 
four months later and eventually adopted mari.

Debra, a widow, vowed to care well for mari, teach her 
moral values, and afford her a good education. When the 
time came to choose a middle school, she found menaul 
School’s mission reflected her goals for mari.

“It provides a good education and they teach values, 
so it’s not just me teaching them at home,” Debra says. 
“She’s learning them at school; she’s also learning about 
Jesus and about God.”

Debra likes the diversity of cultures, races, and ethnicities 
mari experiences at menaul. It is one of the Presbyterian 
racial-ethnic institutions supported by gifts to the christmas 
Joy offering. The schools receive half of the offering’s 
receipts, while the other half goes to help current and 
retired church workers and their families who are in need.

mari, whose ethnicity is Native American and Hispanic, 
is among the 60% of menaul students who come from 
racial-ethnic groups. mari has no reluctance to recommend 
menaul to prospective students. “It’s a great school,” she 
says. “If they’re worried about their studies, the teachers 
will be with them. There’s diversity like they have never 
experienced in any other school. overall, it’s wonderful.”

Debra sees menaul offering her granddaughter 
opportunities she never had. Debra grew up in an 
impoverished family and had to leave high school before 
graduation. She earned her GeD and attended college 
later in life, and now sells real estate. but Debra enjoys 
thinking about mari attending prom, taking college 
preparatory classes, and selecting a college. While 
mari still has much time to choose a career, she’s clear 
why, at this point, she wants to be a judge. Her ambition 
stems not from a desire to dispense justice, but from a 
longing to help people resolve problems. Demonstrating 
a precocious understanding of the judicial system, she 
would like to preside in family court. “I want to help 
people and families work things out,” mari explains.

The critical funding from the Christmas Joy Offering 
enables Presbyterian racial-ethnic schools to provide 
Mari and students like her opportunities to overcome 
obstacles and excel. your generous gift will help these 
schools continue their transformative ministries. 

let us pray:

Transforming God, Thank you for young people who 
pursue ambitious dreams and for opportunities to help 
them achieve those dreams. Help our racial-ethnic 
schools as they nurture dreams and as they encourage 
students to reach their God-given potential. Amen.

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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Thanks to the Christmas Joy Offering: After his father 
passed, his mother received a housing grant allowing her  
to live in a facility that helped her cope with her  
Parkinson’s Disease.

Thanks to the Christmas Joy Offering: Graduated as 
salutatorian and currently studying to be a nurse, having 
escaped from the drug cartels that terrorized her  
home community. 

Thanks to the Christmas Joy Offering: Was able to 
live a more active and engaged life thanks to a grant that 
helped pay for companion training for her labradoodle to 
deal with a chronic pain disorder.

Thanks to the Christmas Joy Offering: Is able to provide 
education and career opportunities at menaul for her 
adopted granddaughter, mariposa.

church workers racial ethnic leaders

“The help my mom received was invaluable. 
We have always supported the Christmas 
Joy Offering because it contributes to the 
wellbeing of those who have made a life 
decision to serve the church.” 

Dr. Jim Irwin | Ruling elder and son of a Christmas Joy    
    Offering recipient

“Without a doubt, attending the Presbyterian  
Pan American School has been one of the 
greatest blessings in my life. Without that 
opportunity, I would not be who I am or where 
I am now.” 

Monika Ruiz | Presbyterian Pan American School graduate

“Rosie [my service dog] goes to church with 
me on Sunday morning, and the church has 
embraced her presence and function. She broke 
down some barriers I didn’t know were there.”

Wendy McAninch | Retired pastor

“It provides a good education and they teach 
values, so it’s not just me teaching them at  
home. She is learning values at school. She is  
also learning about Jesus and about God.” 

Debra Duran | Grandmother and guardian of a student  
                                at Menaul School

Ever wonder what your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering support?  
Hear from the people whose lives you’ve helped improve.

Share these stories with your congregation using the Minutes for Mission and other Offering resources

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
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Qty. PDS#   UOM  Item        Price        Remittance
 12136-16-301     each  Poster        
 12136-16-302     Leader’s Guide  
 12136-16-304    P25  brochure/mailer 
 12136-16-305    P25  bulletin Insert - The Gift Is Given    
 12136-16-306    P25  bulletin Insert - A Gift Received     
 12142-16-310   P50  8.5" x 11" bulletin covers      $4.00
 12142-16-311   P50  8.5" x 14" bulletin covers     $4.00
 12136-16-375   P25  offering envelope
 12136-11-365    P25  children’s coin box

Spanish Materials
 12136-16-331    each  Poster       
 12136-16-335    P25  bulletin Insert - El don es dado         
 12136-16-336    P25  bulletin Insert - El don es recibido
 12136-16-352    P25  offering envelope      

Korean Materials
 12136-16-341    each  Poster 
 12136-16-345    P25  bulletin Insert - 우리에게 주어진 선물        
 12136-16-346    P25  bulletin Insert - 우리가 드리는 선물

 12136-16-351    P25  offering envelope         

                         TOTAL

please add appropriate sales tax for orders being shipped to ca, ky, ny, and pa.
Ship to: (Please use a street address—FedEx cannot deliver to a PO box.)
Church:                                                                                            Attention:                                                                                                                                                                        
Address (FedEx cannot ship to PO boxes):                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
City/State:                                          Zip Code:                              Phone:                                         PIN/Customer I.D.#:                                                                                
Date materials needed:                                                                                    

Ƀ  bill me (shipping and handling will be included).  Will bill to listed shipping address unless told differently.   
Ƀ  check or money order enclosed (include 10 percent of the order total for priced items: $5.25 minimum, $65 maximum). All orders will be shipped Fedex 
unless otherwise requested. Special handling charges will be billed to the recipient.

2016 ChrisTMAs Joy offering
(materials are FREE unless otherwise noted.)

four ways to get additional copies of christmas joy resources:

Download copies from the website at 
presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy

Mail this form to Presbyterian Distribution Service, 
3904 Produce Road, Ste. 104, Louisville KY 40218

Fax this order form to 502-569-8030

Contact Presbyterian Distribution Service at 800-524-2612 
between 9:00 am – 5:30 pm EST or email pds@pcusa.org

http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
http://https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/2016-christmas-joy-bulletin-insert-gift-given/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/2016-christmas-joy-bulletin-insert-gift-received/
http://presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy
mailto:pds%40pcusa.org?subject=


Presbyterian Distribution Service 
3904 Produce Lane, Suite 104 
Louisville, KY, 40218-6014

Postage Required.
Post Office will not
deliver without
proper postage.

2016 ChrisTMas JOY OfferinG  
ORDER FORM
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twitter.com/pcusa_so

facebook.com/specialofferings

pcusa.org/blogs/Daily_Offerings

Three easy ways to stay up-to-date 
on all things Special offerings.

http://twitter.com/pcusa_so
http://facebook.com/specialofferings
http://pcusa.org/blogs/Daily_Offerings
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ThAnk you 
for your energy and support in promoting this vital offering, which celebrates 
God’s gift to us, Jesus christ, as well as the gift of our church leaders —past, 

present, and future.

If you need help or have questions, contact us at specialofferings@pcusa.org.

mailto:specialofferings%40pcusa.org?subject=

