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*This article was published in Harian Jogja on May 22, 2023, in the Opinion column on Page 4.

Muslims in Indonesia have just gone through an atmosphere of mutual forgiveness. In the month
of Syawalan, people do Halalbihalal to give everyone a chance to forgive each other for a month.
Halalbihalal is celebrated in families, neighborhoods to the presidential palace.

The word Syawalan comes from the word “Shawwal” with the root word in Arabic “shala” which
means to move or carry to describe the effort to bring goods to be moved from one place to another.
In fasting Ramadan, human sins are forgiven, and transferred by Allah. Man is purified! Reflecting
on God’s forgiving nature and His vision for the welfare of mankind, humans are guided to open
themselves to forgive one another. It is not easy to forgive, especially when humans experience
heartache in relationships with others.

Halalbihalal is a term that only exists in the practice of Indonesian Muslims in the month of
Shawwal. Muhammad Izzul Islam An Najimim in his book entitled “Plurality in the Frame of
Nationalism” (page 40) writes that KH Abdul Wahab Hasbullah as a founding figure of the NU
movement proposed to Soekarno to do “Halalbihalal”. In 1948, the first Halalbihalal was held
when Soekarno opened the State Palace to accept political figures’ apologies to one another. They
sat and enjoyed a meal together at the same table. Somewhat different from Soekarno, President
Joko Widodo conducted Halalbihalal with parties supporting the government at the Merdeka
Palace. Even without the Nasdem party, the aim of the meeting was for political figures to think



together about the results of economic development within the framework of Indonesia’s national
vision.

This year the celebration of Eid al-Fitr has entered preparations for the 2024 elections. As religious
people in Indonesia, Syawalan reminds us physically and mentally to build awareness of the nation
and homeland.

Greatest Democracy

Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, has given an abundance of political stability so that
people with their diversity can continue to help each other to prosper together. Currently, Indonesia
is the largest Muslim-majority country in the world, as well as the third-largest democracy in the
world.

According to the International Monetary Fund, Indonesia is in 17th place with a growth rate of 5
percent globally. Indonesia’s economic growth can have an impact on increasing people’s welfare.
The government and civil society have played a role in facilitating citizens to achieve prosperity
as part of their responsibility to develop themselves by managing the natural resources around
them. Muslims can exercise their rights to worship according to Islamic sharia by legal products.
Even the application of Islamic sharia in economic products also opens access for non-Muslim
citizens to be involved. For example, a Muslim supervisor facilitates the process of halal products
from non-Muslim entrepreneurs.

The report from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), shows that Indonesia’s human
development index (IPM) is at a “high” level in the Asia Pacific region. Indonesia’s HDI 2022 is
0.705. The indicators are related to citizens’ access to internet use evenly, education, and health
services which cause changes in the increase in life expectancy categories.

Gap Space Social

Simulations conducted by UNDP show that Indonesia’s HDI in 2018 was 0.707 in the 111th
position out of 189 countries. Between 1990 and 2018, Indonesia’s HDI increased from 0.525 to
0.707, or an increase of 34.6 percent. In the same period, there was an increase in Indonesia’s life
expectancy at birth from 9.2 years to 71.5 years with the average school age increasing 4.7 years
to 8 years. Meanwhile, the expected length of schooling increased from 2.8 years to 12.8 years.
Meanwhile, Indonesia’s per capita Gross National Income increased by around 155.9 percent
between 1990 and 2018.

So the social gap in Indonesia is narrowing as more and more people can overcome the poverty,
hunger, and disease they experience. Even so, new lameness still needs to be watched out for. For
example, the BKKBN report on “stunting children” is still being facilitated so that families have
access to additional availability of nutritious food and knowledge of food processing for
consumption by children under five as the golden generation of Indonesia in 2045.

Indonesia’s economic success is largely determined by the democratic process in which citizens’
political rights and civil rights can be fulfilled. The FreedomHouse Institute gives a score of 30



out of 40 for political rights while civil rights gets a score of 28 out of 60. Community
responsibility for eradicating systemic corruption, resolution of the Papuan conflict, and the rights
of minorities to worship are FreedomHouse’s notes on civil rights issues that must be resolved
together in Indonesia. Let us all oversee preparations for the 2024 elections so that citizens’
political rights can be exercised by improving the civil rights of all Indonesian citizens in equality
before the law. God willing, Indonesia will become a nation that continues to bless the world.
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