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ÒThat all may have life and 
have it abundantlyÓ

John 10:10

A guide for understanding and applying 
the centennial Social Creed, 

adopted by ecumenical representatives of 
35 Protestant and Orthodox church 

communions for 2008. 
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Historical Background

Current Challenges and 
Choices
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*

*For the 2008 centennial.
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A guide for understanding and applying the centennial Social Creed, 
adopted by ecumenical representatives of 35 Protestant and Orthodox 

church communions for 2008. 

CONNECTING TO THE CREED:

About this publication:

Copyright © 2009
The Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
100 Witherspoon Street, Lousiville, KY  40202

www.pcusa.org/acswp

The ÒSocial Creed for the 21st CenturyÓ © is a copyright of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and is available for quotation or 
citation free of charge.

The ÒSocial Creed for the 21st CenturyÓ was also adopted by the 218th Gen-
eral Assembly of the PC(USA), and can be found in the Minutes, Item 09-09.

Booklet design and concept assistance:  
Stone Soup Marketing, Inc., Ossining, NY
www.stonesoupmarketing.com
Printing done on recycled paper content by:
Farley Printing Co., Louisville, KY

  Resources:

DVD: ÒToward a New Social Awakening: The Social Creed 1908-2008Ó
Prayers for the New Social Awakening Edited by Christian Iosso & Eliza-
beth Hinson-Hasty (Westminster/John Knox, 2008)
To Do Justice, A Guide for Progressive Christians Edited by Rebecca Todd 
Peters & Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty (Westminster/John Knox, 2008)
Poster:  ÒA Social Creed for the 21st CenturyÓ
Poster:  ÒA Social Creed for the 21st Century, edited for youth discussionÓ
Other resources and bibliography at:
 www.pcusa.org/acswp/socialcreed.htm
 www.hudrivpres.org/socialcreed
 www.ncccusa.org

Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible,
unless otherwise noted. 
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The 1908 Social Creed
Statement by the Federal Council of Churches

We deem it the duty of all Christian people to concern themselves 
directly with certain practical industrial problems.  To us it seems that 
the churches must standÑ

�‡�)�R�U���H�T�X�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���P�H�Q���L�Q���D�O�O���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���O�L�I�H��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���R�I���D�O�O���P�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���V�H�O�I���P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H�����D���U�L�J�K�W����
���H�Y�H�U���W�R���E�H���Z�L�V�H�O�\���D�Q�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���H�Q�F�U�R�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���� 
���H�Y�H�U�\���N�L�Q�G��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���R�I���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���W�R���V�R�P�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���K�D�U�G�V�K�L�S�V���R�I�W�H�Q��
���U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�Z�L�I�W���F�U�L�V�H�V���R�I���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���F�K�D�Q�J�H��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���R�I���F�R�Q�F�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�U�E�L�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���G�L�V�V�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�H�U���I�U�R�P���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\�����R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O����
���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�����L�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�K�L�O�G���O�D�E�R�U��
�‡�)�R�U���V�X�F�K���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�R�L�O���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�V���V�K�D�O�O���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�� 
���W�K�H���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���P�R�U�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���³�V�Z�H�D�W�L�Q�J���V�\�V�W�H�P���´
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���J�U�D�G�X�D�O���D�Q�G���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���K�R�X�U�V���R�I���O�D�E�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���� 
���O�R�Z�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�E�O�H���S�R�L�Q�W�����D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�D�W���G�H�J�U�H�H���R�I���O�H�L�V�X�U�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D����
���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���K�X�P�D�Q���O�L�I�H��
�‡�)�R�U���D���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�Q�H���G�D�\���L�Q���V�H�Y�H�Q��
�‡�)�R�U���D���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�D�J�H���D�V���D���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���� 
���Z�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���F�D�Q���D�I�I�R�U�G��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���R�I���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���X�O�W�L����
���P�D�W�H�O�\���E�H���G�H�Y�L�V�H�G��
�‡�)�R�U���V�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�O�G���D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q�F�D����
���S�D�F�L�W�D�W�H�G���E�\���L�Q�M�X�U�\��
�‡�)�R�U���W�K�H���D�E�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\��

To the toilers of America and to those who by organized effort are 
seeking to lift the crushing burdens of the poor, and to reduce the hard-
ships and uphold the dignity of labor, this Council sends the greeting of 
human brotherhood and the pledge of sympathy and of help in a cause 
which belongs to all who follow Christ.
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Preface and Invitation:
A NEW SOCIAL CREED 

FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

In our time of economic crisis, the churches have an answer, 
a constructive vision of the directions needed for a fairer society and a 
healthier world. This non-doctrinal Social Creed is a positive framework 
for needed new thinking and action by individuals, institutions and gov-
ernment itself, all of which are called to serve the common good.  It em-
bodies the prophetic heart for justice, which insists that all persons must 
be treated equally and that societies are judged by how they treat their 
weakest members.

�� �'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���¿���Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�D�Q�L�F���W�K�D�W���E�H�J�D�Q���L�Q���I�D�O�O���������������W�K�H��
Social Creed adopted by the National Council of Churches and the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.) was already clear that a new track was needed. 
It recognizes that our previous path has been unsustainable, for moral as 
�Z�H�O�O���D�V���¿���Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����,�W���D�O�V�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�D�O���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�V���K�D�U�G�����D�Q�G��
that for Christians, change needs to be grounded in the redemptive hope 
and power of the Gospel.
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 Individuals, congregations, and communions are all invited to 
support this ecumenical Social Creed.  This booklet explains the think-
�L�Q�J���E�H�K�L�Q�G���H�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���D�I�¿���U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������,�W���J�L�Y�H�V���D���E�U�L�H�I���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��
�F�K�X�U�F�K���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���D���M�X�V�W���V�R�F�L�D�O���R�U�G�H�U���J�R�H�V���Z�D�\���E�D�F�N�����D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V��
�W�K�H���¿���U�V�W���³�6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�´���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���L�Q�����������������%�X�W���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���J�R�D�O���L�V���W�R���J�L�Y�H��
�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �I�D�L�W�K�� �D�� �V�K�R�U�W���� �S�X�Q�F�K�\�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �Z�K�D�W�� �Z�H�� �V�W�D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G���W�R�G�D�\�������,�W���L�V���D�S�S�O�L�H�G���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���V�R�F�L�D�O���H�W�K�L�F�V�����P�H�D�Q�W���W�R���K�H�O�S���X�V���S�U�D�F��
�W�L�F�H���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���S�U�H�D�F�K��

�� �7�K�H���E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�E�R�X�W���L�Q�¿���Q�L�W�H���O�L�I�H�����E�X�W���D�E�R�X�W���G�H�D�W�K��
and resurrection.  It is this grounding that helps us stand for the abun-
dant life that Jesus of Nazareth preached and lived.  The kingdom or 
�F�R�P�P�R�Q�Z�H�D�O�W�K���R�I���*�R�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���H�P�E�R�G�L�H�G���W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G��
�X�S�V�L�G�H���G�R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D���Q�H�Z���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�I���I�R�U�J�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�����I�U�H�H�G�R�P���D�Q�G��
�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���6�S�L�U�L�W��

�� �,�Q���O�L�J�K�W���R�I���-�H�V�X�V�¶���F�R�X�U�D�J�H���D�Q�G���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�Y�H���S�R�Z�H�U�����Z�H���D�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G��
�W�R���E�H���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���G�R���Q�R�W���V�K�U�L�Q�N���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���R�I���V�R��
cial and ecological chaos.  The era of unlimited consumption and ac-
�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���R�Y�H�U�����E�X�W���D���P�R�U�H���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���L�V���I�D�U���I�U�R�P���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W������
�7�K�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���L�V���Q�R�W���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���O�R�J�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W�����Z�L�W�K��
its short-term biases, the reduction of human motivation to self-inter-
�H�V�W�����D�Q�G���L�W�V���W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���H�Q�R�U�P�R�X�V���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�������7�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���K�H�U�H��
�L�V���P�R�U�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q�����U�H�D�I�¿���U�P�L�Q�J���D���P�L�[�H�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���Z�L�W�K���K�H�L�J�K�Wened 
�G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V��

 This booklet points to a politics of annunciation found in the 
opening and closing paragraphs of the Social Creed and its Trinitarian 
�I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���� �� �7�K�R�V�H�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�O�H�G�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O��
�D�Q�G�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���� �� �,�Q�� �D�I�¿���U�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P���� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �O�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �6�S�L�U�L�W��
�Z�K�R���L�V���E�R�W�K���³�D�E�R�Y�H���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���E�H�\�R�Q�G���Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�W�\���´���W�R���T�X�R�W�H���H�W�K�L�F�L�V�W��
�(�G�Z�D�U�G���/�R�Q�J�������1�R���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���I�X�O�O�\���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���W�R���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���W�K�H��
�Q�H�Z�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�� �D�O�O�� �P�X�V�W�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�H�U�� �L�I�� �R�X�U�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�O��
�*�R�G�¶�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�U�H���W�R���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���Z�R�U�O�G��

�� �:�H�� �K�R�S�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q���G�H�S�W�K�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �H�Qcourage each 
�U�H�D�G�H�U���W�R���¿���Q�G���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���F�D�O�O���W�R���D�F�W�L�R�Q�������,�Q���V�W�X�G�\���J�U�R�X�S�V�����Z�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W��
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���K�H�O�S���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���V�H�H���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���E�R�W�K���I�R�U���V�K�D�U�H�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���F�K�D�O��
�O�H�Q�J�H���D�Q�G���F�K�D�Q�J�H���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q�����D�Q�G���I�R�U���V�K�D�U�H�G���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�L�J�Q���R�I��
�*�R�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�O�G����
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A Social Creed for the Twenty-First Centur y

We Churches of the United States have a message of hope for a fearful 
time. Just as the churches responded to the harshness of early 20th Century 
industrialization with a prophetic ÒSocial CreedÓ in 1908, so in our era of 
globalization we offer a vision of a society that shares more and consumes 
less, seeks compassion over suspicion and equality over domination, and 
�¿���Q�G�V���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�Q���M�R�L�Q�H�G���K�D�Q�G�V���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���P�D�V�V�H�G���D�U�P�V�����,�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���,�V�D�L�D�K�¶�V��
vision of a Òpeaceable kingdom,Ó we honor the dignity of every person and 
the intrinsic value of every creature, and pray and work for the day when 
�Q�R�Q�H���³�O�D�E�R�U���L�Q���Y�D�L�Q���R�U���E�H�D�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���I�R�U���F�D�O�D�P�L�W�\�´�����,�V�D�L�D�K�������������������:�H���G�R��
so as disciples of the One who came Òthat all may have life, and have it 
�D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�O�\�´�����-�R�K�Q�������������������D�Q�G���V�W�D�Q�G���L�Q���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�O�O��
�Z�K�R���V�W�U�L�Y�H���I�R�U���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�H��

In faith, responding to our Creator, we celebrate the full humanity of 
each woman, man, and child, all created in the divine image as individuals 
�R�I���L�Q�¿���Q�L�W�H���Z�R�U�W�K�����E�\���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U��

�‡���)�X�O�O���F�L�Y�L�O�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���U�L�J�K�W�V���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���P�H�Q���R�I���D�O�O���U�D�F�H�V����
�‡���$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�U�F�H�G���O�D�E�R�U�����K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿���F�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���� ��
  children.
�‡���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D�O�O�����D�W���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�D�J�H�����Z�L�W�K����equal pay  
  for comparable work.
�‡���7�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���W�R���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�����D�Q�G���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���L�Q���Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V����
  and productivity growth.
�‡���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�L�W�K���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�¿ ts  
  to enable full family life.
�‡���$���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�I���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���U�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���D�Q����
  end to the death penalty. 

In the love �L�Q�F�D�U�Q�D�W�H���L�Q���-�H�V�X�V�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�L�O�V����
�Z�H���K�R�Q�R�U���W�K�H���G�H�H�S���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���R�X�U���K�X�P�D�Q���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���V�H�H�N���W�R���D�Z�D�N��
�H�Q���D���Q�H�Z���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����E�\���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U��

�‡���$�E�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���K�X�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����D�Q�G���H�Q�D�F�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���E�H�Q�H�¿���W�L�Q�J����
  the most vulnerable. 
�‡���+�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D�O�O���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O����affordable and   
  accessible healthcare.
�‡���$�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�L�F�Nness, disability and  
  old age. 
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�‡���7�D�[���D�Q�G���E�X�G�J�H�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�G�X�F�H���G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���U�L�F�K���D�Q�G���S�R�R�U��������������
�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���� ��
�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���J�R�R�G����
�‡���-�X�V�W���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���I�D�P�L�O�\���X�Q�L�W�\�����V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�¶����
�����U�L�J�K�W�V�����U�H�T�X�L�U�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���I�R�V�W�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O������ ��
�����F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
�‡���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J�����D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���J�R�R�G����
�����M�R�E�V�����D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�D�I�H�W�\��
�‡���3�X�E�O�L�F���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�V���D���K�L�J�K���Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�L�W�K���U�H�D�O���O�L�P�L�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���S�U�L������
�����Y�D�W�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���L�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V����
��
In hope �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W�����Z�H���S�O�H�G�J�H���W�R���E�H���S�H�D�F�H�P�D�N�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���V�W�H�Z�D�U�G�V���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���J�R�R�G���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�\���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U����

�‡���$�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�L�P�S�O�H�U���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����J�U�D�F�H���R�Y�H�U������
�����J�U�H�H�G���L�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���O�L�I�H��
�‡���$�F�F�H�V�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���W�R���F�O�H�D�Q���D�L�U���D�Q�G���Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K�\���I�R�R�G�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�L�V�H���� ��
�������F�D�U�H���R�I���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\������
�‡���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���X�V�H���R�I���H�D�U�W�K�¶�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\��
�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�V���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H����������������������������������������������
�� �J�O�R�E�D�O���Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�R�V�W���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G����
�‡���(�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���D�L�G���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�V���O�R�F�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�����F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V������
�����D�Q�G���O�L�Y�H�O�L�K�R�R�G�V����
�‡���3�H�D�F�H�P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�X�O�W�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���X�Q�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O������
�����I�R�U�F�H�����W�K�H���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�R�U�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���D���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V��������������
�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�X�O�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�Z��
�‡���1�X�F�O�H�D�U���G�L�V�D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���U�H�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���P�R�U�H������
�����S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���X�V�H�V��
�‡���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���I�R�U���S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�P�R�Q�J������
�����W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�V������

�:�H�²�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�²�F�R�P�P�L�W�� �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �W�R�� �D�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H��
�R�I���S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���W�K�D�W���H�P�E�U�D�F�H�V���Q�R�Q���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����Q�X�U�W�X�U�H�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�����W�U�H�D��
�V�X�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���� �D�Q�G�� �E�X�L�O�G�V�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �U�R�R�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�� �V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I��
�L�Q�Q�H�U���J�U�R�Z�W�K���Z�L�W�K���R�X�W�Z�D�U�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�������:�H���P�D�N�H���W�K�L�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�²�D�V��
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���E�R�G�\�����O�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���R�Q�H���6�S�L�U�L�W�²�W�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���*�R�G���Z�K�R��
�P�D�N�H�V���D�O�O���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Q�H�Z��
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Toward a New Social Awakening:  
A Very Short History and Background

The Role for a 21st Century ÒSocial Creed of the ChurchesÓ

 The Social Creed of the Churches, endorsed in 1908 by the Fed-
eral Council of Churches, was their pledge to work together for a better, 
fairer, more faithful United States.  One hundred years ago, the explosion of 
industry and its impact on U.S. society called for a new focus of the churchesÕ 
ministry. Those in the churches sensitive to the human costs of industrializa-
tion saw a challenge to the fullness of the Gospel, which is both personal and 
communal in dimension. The Social Gospel movement, evangelical at its 
heart, and inspired by JesusÕ preaching of Òthe kingdom of God,Ó was acutely 
aware of the brutalities of new working conditions, the social tensions of 
assimilating millions of immigrants and the loss of communal values in fast-
growing cities.

 More than 100 years ago, workers caught in the machinery of early 
industrialization were ground down by twelve-hour shifts and seven-day 
workweeks.  Families were broken by absent or exhausted parents.  Workers 
with disabilities were summarily dismissed and devalued.  Retired workers 
were left without pensions.  Children worked when they should have been at 
school or at play.  At the same time, enormous wealth was generated.  That 
wealth, however, was distributed to a relative few, primarily the owners of 
industry.  

 Responding to this changing situation, the churches saw the need to 
work across denominational lines in pursuit of social change. At the formation 
of the Federal Council of Churches in 1908, the denominational representa-
tives put in place social principles to guide the CouncilÕs work. The Òsocial 
creedÓ was introduced by Methodist Frank Mason North, who had earlier 
written the great Social Gospel hymn, ÒWhere Cross the Crowded Ways of 
Life.Ó From NorthÕs report on ÒThe Church and Modern IndustryÓ was lifted 
up a section of 14 principles and policies that were unanimously put into a 
�V�K�R�U�W���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�����W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\���D�I�¿�U�P�H�G�����H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���D�Q�G��
adopted by various denominations in future years. It was to be a concise and 
practical summary of what a ÒChrist-like GodÓ willed for those seeking Òto 
reduce the hardships and uphold the dignity of labor.Ó 
 
 Through the Social Creed, the churches declared that they would 
stand together and work toward addressing the needs of all workers.  As 
�D���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q��
profoundly good ways. The churchesÕ pledge of support for Òthe toilers of 
AmericaÓ helped to abolish child labor and bring about worker safety, retire-
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ment security, healthcare, unemployment compensation, and more.  In that 
prophetic witness, the churchesÕ leaders anticipated Social Security, the social 
protections of the New Deal and more recent health and environmental pro-
tections.  For these reasons, they deserve our thanks for their brave witness 
and our celebration of it by making a new commitment in the 21st century. It 
is also highly appropriate that the National Council of Churches, successor to 
the Federal Council, claim this heritage. 

 Similar economic problems persist today: injustice in the workplace, 
growing social inequities, and the intolerably high percentage of people 
living in poverty in the United States and in other nations.  The majority of 
people around the world do not have access to adequate health care.  Work-
ers worldwide continue to earn low wages, fear occupational hazards and 
the loss of employment or other penalties when they need or use time to care 
for family members.  These and many other problems call to the Christian 
conscience and to the moral imperative in every human heart.  

 However, in the 21st century we are also confronting complex new 
issues that reach beyond economics and call for unprecedented global coop-
eration and new governance structures. Some challenges seem greater, as the 
costs and consequences of war and the persistence of racism meet massive 
environmental degradation.  Global warming threatens our very existence. 
We recognize more clearly divisions of wealth etched along lines of race and 
gender.  The majority of people seem resigned to accept the present shape of 
our global market system and fail to see that any alternatives may exist.  The 
responsibilities of both governments and citizens for the common good are 
often ignored or denied.  Divisions between the rich and the poor grow wider 
by the day.  In too many places, corruption in politics rises steadily and gov-
ernment competence declines.  Based on enduring Christian principles, we 
�V�H�H�N���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�V�H���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���D���F�R�K�H�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���K�R�S�H���¿lled way.  

 We celebrate earlier efforts best by extending the ecumenical wit-
ness for justice in the workplace, promoting greater social equality, and 
reducing poverty.  In hope that we too can effect change, we call upon con-
cerned Christians to pledge their commitment to a new venture of coopera-
tion through a Social Creed for the 21st Century.  This Social Creed remains 
focused on economic issues but also addresses issues that fell outside the 
earlier reformersÕ line of vision.  This is not a doctrinal creed; it is a shared 
�D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���R�I���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�Y�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
ethics in every faith tradition. Many elements recall the 1908 Social Creed: 
Òthe living wage,Ó the ÒabolitionÓ of child labor, Òthe abatement of poverty,Ó 
the concern for public goods and laws, and the one-page framework that 
makes for maximum usability. 
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 The ecumenical Social Creed for the 21st Century is strongly 
grounded in GodÕs promises of life in abundance for us and the whole 
creation and inherently focused on the themes of globalization and sustain-
�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����,�W���L�V���P�R�U�H���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�������������V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���L�W���U�H�À�H�F�W�V��
the ChurchÕs learnings from Christian Realism and Liberation theologies, 
and from the strong resource of ecumenical social thought. It joins a public 
conversation with international ecumenical declarations, several U.S. Òcov-
enants,Ó and the Earth Charter associated with the United Nations. It is also 
written in the face of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the danger of addi-
tional war elsewhere. It is written to build consensus in the United States and 
does not address every current issue. 

 Language chosen for the Social Creed may be seen as optimistic by 
some, but is intended to express the Gospel conviction that real freedom and 
power in life consist in sharing, rather than in an abundance of things.  The 
Gospel stories witness to JesusÕ prophetic challenge to the established social 
and economic order.  Jesus of Nazareth came not to be served, but to give his 
life for others: his life and example still challenge us to confront injustice and 
preach the Good News.  By supporting the Social Creed for the 21st Century, 
�W�K�H���H�Q�G�R�U�V�L�Q�J���F�K�X�U�F�K���E�R�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�I�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�R�U�D�O��
�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���R�I�������������F�D�Q��
help guide our ministries in the decades ahead.  
 
 

 
This Òvery short historyÓ comes from the Presbyterian study team that helped 
develop the new Social Creed.  The Social Creed for the 21st Century was 
also developed by a task force of the National Council of ChurchesÕ Justice & 
Advocacy commission that included members of the Christian Church (Disci-
ples of Christ), Coptic Orthodox, Presbyterian, Progressive National Baptist, 
Roman Catholic, United Church of Christ and United Methodist churches.  
The United Methodist Church also had a study team working on the Social 
Creed centennial celebration.  Their focus was liturgical and their creation is 
the ÒCompanion LitanyÓ to the Social Creed adopted by the United Method-
ist 2008 General Conference (included at the end of this booklet).
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In the following pages, each of the new Social CreedÕs 
�³�$�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´���L�V���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K��

 Biblical, Theological and Historical Background, and

Current Challenges and Choices 

...to foster conversation, discussion and action ... 
in faith, in love, and in hope for the 21st century.
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IN FAITH,responding to our Creator, we 
celebrate the full humanity of 
each woman, man and child, 
all created in the divine image 
as individuals of infinite worth, 
by working for....

IN FAITH
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�‡���)�X�O�O���F�L�Y�L�O�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���U�L�J�K�W�V���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���� ��
�� �P�H�Q���R�I���D�O�O���U�D�F�H�V��
�‡���$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�U�F�H�G���O�D�E�R�U�����K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�� �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
�‡���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D�O�O�����D�W���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�D�J�H������ ��
�� �Z�L�W�K���H�T�X�D�O���S�D�\���I�R�U���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H���Z�R�U�N��
�‡���7�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���W�R���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�����D�Q�G���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���L�Q���Z�R�U�N���� ��
�� �S�O�D�F�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���J�U�R�Z�W�K��
�‡���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V������
�� �Z�L�W�K���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H���I�X�O�O���I�D�P�L�O�\���O�L�I�H��
�‡���$���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�I���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���U�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���� ��
�� �M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���D�Q���H�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H���G�H�D�W�K���S�H�Q�D�O�W�\��
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... Full civil, political and economic rights 
for women and men of all races.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 The concept of human rights is a powerful theological witness to 
our belief in God as Creator and, consequently, to the equality of humans, 
each created in GodÕs image.  Together we constitute one human family. 
In order to live with dignity and to develop our God-given potential, all 
humans require certain conditions of life. ÒCivil, political and economic 
�U�L�J�K�W�V�´���G�H�¿ne those conditions to which all humans are morally entitled. 
Because these rights are not created by society but are bestowed by God, 
they place moral duties upon individuals, institutions, and governments to 
establish and defend them. 
  
 The United States declared its independence from the British 
Empire with these words: ÒWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness ...That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted É.Ó 
Still, a constitution was written that denied equal civil and political rights 
to all women, to all men of color, and even to white men who were not 
property owners. The Bill of Rights and additional amendments have 
been added to rectify these omissions, often through long struggles and 
�V�D�F�U�L�¿ces to change public opinion. In addition to much support for the 
Civil Rights movement, church leadership was important in the establish-
ment of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.

   Current Choices and Challenges

 Today we wrestle with such civil rights issues as the rights of 
immigrants, and the use of torture, extra-ordinary rendition, and discrimi-
nation in the application of criminal justice. We need new safeguards 
against internet and phone surveillance and abuse of personal informa-
tion by private companies, sometimes in government employ. To be an 
effective democracy, we must always wrestle with such political rights 
issues as free speech, freedom of worship, personal privacy, corruption in 
government, and racial disparities in access to voting. However, as Martin 
Luther King, Jr. often noted, civil and political rights become almost 
meaningless if people do not have access to the material necessities of 
life. 
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 In 1986 the National Conference of Catholic Bishops raised the 
challenge of economic rights: ÒÉ We suggest that the time has come for a 
ÔNew American ExperimentÕ Ñ to implement economic rights, to broaden 
the sharing of economic power, and to make economic decisions more 
accountable to the common good.Ó 1   The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
stated in 1996: ÒBasic needs for all have precedence over luxuries for 
some in a just societyÓ and ÒThe satisfaction of basic needs is indispens-
able for human development.Ó 2   Article 21 of the U.N. Declaration on 
Human Rights states: ÒEveryone has the right to a standard of living 
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family ...Ó 

 This concept of economic rights places a responsibility on gov-
ernment, on the economy and on all other institutions of society to reshape 
our way of living together so that meeting these basic needs becomes pos-
sible for all. 
 
 This responsibility cannot stop at our national borders. All hu-
man beings have a right to those material conditions upon which life with 
dignity depends: physical security, mental and cultural development, the 
formation of a family, participation in shaping oneÕs society, and fair and 
equal treatment.  Christians living in the United States have a responsibil-
ity to ensure these rights within our borders and to engage the world in 
such a way as to support the struggles of all people for full civil, political 
and economic rights.

�� �%�\���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���U�L�J�K�W�V�����W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���D�I�¿�U�P�V��
more than a procedural or individualistic approach, while acknowledg-
ing that each person has a fair claim on society by virtue of our common 
humanity. The 1908 Social Creed also began with a call for Òequal rights.Ó 
The precise balance of rights and responsibilities can only be worked out 
within a working justice system to which all have access and in which no 
one is denied basic human rights, even in times of war or fear of terrorism. 
�7�K�L�V���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���X�U�J�H�V���X�V���W�R���H�Q�G���D�E�X�V�H�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���*�X�D�Q�W�D�Q�D�P�R���%�D�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�L�Q�G�H�¿nite detention and arbitrary deportation of undocumented immi-
grants.  Throughout the Social Creed, the principle of equal rights is also 
�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���K�X�P�D�Q���I�X�O�¿�O�O�P�H�Q�W�����D�V���L�Q���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O��
healthcare and the provision of clean air, water, and security for all.

1 Economic Justice for All,#21.
2���³�+�R�S�H���I�R�U���D���*�O�R�E�D�O���)�X�W�X�U�H���´���3�&���8�6�$�������S�S��������������
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���������$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�U�F�H�G���O�D�E�R�U�����K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
and the exploitation of children.

 Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

�� �7�K�H���%�L�E�O�H���N�Q�R�Z�V���Z�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���Z�K�H�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���G�U�D�J�J�H�G���L�Q�W�R��
�F�D�S�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����7�K�H���3�V�D�O�P�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�L�F���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���K�R�U�U�R�U���R�I���Y�L�R�O�D-
�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�V�S�D�L�U���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�W�X�G�H�����'�H�O�L�Y�H�U�D�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���H�[�L�O�H�����D�V���L�Q���,�V�D�L�D�K�������If) 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D���Y�L�Y�L�G���P�R�G�H�O���I�R�U���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���H�F�K�R�H�G���E�\���-�H�V�X�V���L�Q���K�L�V���S�U�R�F�O�D�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�S�W�L�Y�H�����/�N�����������7�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����I�R�U�F�H�G���O�D�E�R�U���K�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q��
�P�D�Q�\���I�R�U�P�V�����G�H�Q�\�L�Q�J���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���W�R���V�R�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V�����7�K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�V�S�H�O���D�Q�G���-�H�V�X�V�¶���H�\�H���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H���X�V��
�W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���W�R���H�Q�G���D�O�O���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���I�R�U�F�H�G���O�D�E�R�U���D�Q�G���Y�L�F�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
of t�K�H���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�����:�H���V�H�H���L�Q���W�K�H�P���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���I�D�F�H�V�����W�K�H���I�D�F�H�V���R�I���R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q����
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�D�F�H���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�����Z�K�R���W�R�R�N���³�W�K�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���D���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�´���W�R���H�Q�G���D�O�O��
�I�R�U�P�V���R�I���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���P�R�V�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���F�U�X�H�O����

 �� �,�Q���������������/�H�Z�L�V���:�����+�L�Q�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���D���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���H�V�V�D�\���R�I�����³�&�K�L�O�G��
�/�D�E�R�U���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����������������������������´�����,�W���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���O�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���H�P-
�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���F�R�D�O���P�L�Q�H�V�����W�H�[�W�L�O�H���P�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���I�D�F�W�R�U�L�H�V�������+�L�V���S�K�R�W�R�V��
�R�I���W�K�H���F�R�D�O���H�Q�F�U�X�V�W�H�G���I�D�F�H�V���R�I���E�U�H�D�N�H�U���E�R�\�V���R�U���W�K�H���O�R�Q�H���¿�J�X�U�H���R�I���D���V�P�D�O�O���J�L�U�O��
�L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���D���W�H�[�W�L�O�H���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���E�X�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�������7�K�H���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�D�V���D���N�H�\���P�R�W�L�Y�D-
�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���S�D�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���L�Q������������

�� �8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����W�K�H���D�Z�D�N�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���L�O�O���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G��
�O�D�E�R�U���R�Q���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���²���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�R�V�V��
�R�I���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���²���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�������,�Q���I�D�F�W�������D�W���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H����
�P�D�Q�\���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���F�K�L�O�G���O�D�E�R�U���D���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���L�Q���W�K�H��
�Q�H�Z�����L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�J�H���������7�K�X�V�����L�W���W�R�R�N���V�R�P�H���W�L�P�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�R�V�H���J�U�R�X�S�V���W�K�D�W��
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���L�W�V���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���K�H�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���V�W�H�S�V���W�R���U�H�S�D�L�U���W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q�������,�Q���������������D���V�H�F�R�Q�G���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���S�D�V�V���D���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W��
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G���O�D�E�R�U���I�D�L�O�H�G�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���)�D�L�U���/�D�E�R�U���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�F�W���R�I������������
�V�H�W���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���K�R�X�U�V���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H�V���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���O�L�V�W-
�L�Q�J���³�K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V���R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���Z�R�U�N���X�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�\��
�F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V��
 
Current Challenges and Choices

�� �7�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���F�K�L�O�G���O�D�E�R�U���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\��
�E�\���W�K�H���&�K�L�O�G���/�D�E�R�U���'�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�F�H���$�F�W���R�I���������������Z�K�L�F�K���V�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W���8���6����
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���J�R�R�G�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���D�E�U�R�D�G���Z�L�W�K���F�K�L�O�G���O�D�E�R�U���������,�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���I�R�F�X�V��
�Z�D�V���R�Q���W�K�H���U�X�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�����3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q���D�Q�G���1�H�S�D�O�������,�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����W�K�H���U�X�J��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���5�X�J�P�D�U�N���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���F�H�U�W�L�I�\���U�X�J�V��



19
19

from overseas producers that do not use child labor.  The Foundation 
also provides for the education of child laborers, an example of progress 
in one industry.  Worldwide, the greatest number of child laborers is in 
agriculture; they are among the billion and a half persons living under 
subsistence conditions.  Food security, population stabilization, and pub-
lic education for both girls and boys are part of the larger solution.

�� �:�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�O�L�I�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�Q�V�X�L�Q�J��
economic disruption, this century has already seen mass movements of 
�S�H�R�S�O�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���V�W�U�H�D�P�������+�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿cking 
continues to be an end product, with an estimated  800,000 to one million 
people caught in a web of rootlessness, servitude and prostitution across 
borders each year.  In countries with a surplus of workers or economic 
depression, overseas labor recruiters begin with promises of a good job 
and an opportunity to provide income for the family left behind. The 
actuality is often a nightmare of forced labor, brutal treatment and desti-
tution.3���(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���8���6�����U�D�Q�J�H��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�����������������D�Q�G�������������������W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���U�L�Q�J�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���L�Q��������
major cities.��

�� �,�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���J�O�R�E�D�O���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���8���6�����&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V��
�S�D�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���³�7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���9�L�F�W�L�P�V���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W�´���L�Q���������������F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q��
�,�Q�W�H�U�D�J�H�Q�F�\���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H���W�R���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U���D�Q�G���F�R�P�E�D�W���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�������,�W���I�R�F�X�V�H�V��
�S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���³�V�H�[���W�R�X�U�L�V�P�´���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J��
prevention, as well as assisting and protecting the victims. In December 
�������������R�Y�H�U���������F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�K�H���³�3�U�R�W�R�F�R�O���W�R���6�X�S�S�U�H�V�V�����3�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
�3�X�Q�L�V�K���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���3�H�U�V�R�Q�V�����(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���:�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�´�����7�K�H��
�7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���3�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�����L�Q���3�D�O�H�U�P�R�����,�W�D�O�\����5

 Recent movements in some countries suggest that �W�K�H���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���³�K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�´���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���E�R�G�\���S�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���E�D�E�L�H�V��
for adoption, so that these issues will receive heightened awareness in the 
future.6�����,�Q���D���Z�R�U�O�G���R�I���E�U�R�N�H�Q���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V�����W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K��
must be as an intervener in the human suffering and as a witness to GodÕs 
promise of human redemption.         

1���7�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�E�\�W�H�U�L�D�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6���$�����Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�K�L�O�G��labor in 1908, 1909, 1910, 
�����������������,�Q���������������D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W�����I�D�L�O�H�G�����D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���S�D�V�V���D���8���6�����F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���F�K�L�O�G���O�D�E�R�U�����W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���H�F�K�R�H�G���L�W�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V�����³�7�K�L�V���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�V���L�W�V���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�\���Z�L�W�K��
and hearty approval of all wise measures to prevent the exploitation of children in industry, and to this end instructs its 
�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���0�R�U�D�O���:�H�O�I�D�U�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���D�O�O���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���V�X�F�K���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���´��Minutes of the General Assembly, �3�&�8�6�$ 
�R�I���������������S����������
�����3�K�D�U�L�V���+�D�U�Y�H�\�����³�:�K�H�U�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���:�R�U�N�����&�K�L�O�G���6�H�U�Y�L�W�X�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���*�O�R�E�D�O�����(�F�R�Q�R�P�\�´��Christian Century�������$�S�U�L�O���������������������S����
���������I��
3���-�D�P�L�H���(�W�K�H�U�L�G�J�H�����³���*�X�O�I���5�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V���1�H�Z�H�V�W���3�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H�����+�X�P�D�Q���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J�´��Christian Science Monitor�������-�X�O�\�����������������������S��������
�����<�Y�R�Q�Q�H���&�����=�L�P�P�H�U�P�D�Q�����³�6�L�W�X�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���1�L�Q�H�W�\���1�L�Q�H���$���&�U�L�W�L�T�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���9�L�F�W�L�P�V���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W���´��Journal of 
Religion & Abuse, Bing�K�D�P�W�R�Q���������������������������S�J����������
5 Mary Ellen Dougherty, America�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����-�D�Q�����������������������������������S�J��������
6 Ina Friedman, The Jerusalem Report�����-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P�����'�H�F���������������������S������
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... Employment for all, at a family-sustaining, living 
wage, with equal pay for comparable work.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

�� �8�Q�G�H�U�O�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�I�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���R�I��
�W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���L�Q�������������Z�D�V���W�K�H���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�L�F���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���H�P�E�R�G-
ied in the Old and New Testament.  Those who made up the related Òsocial 
gospelÓ movement drew heavily upon the words of the Old Testament 
prophets and Jesus.  They took seriously the words of Jeremiah: ÒWoe 
to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by 
injustice; who makes his neighbors work for nothing, and does not give 
�W�K�H�P���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�J�H�V�´�����-�H�U����������������
        
 �7�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���O�D�E�R�U���D�W���W�K�H���W�X�U�Q���R�I���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���Z�H�U�H��
harsh and placed heavy burdens upon families of the immigrant people, 
who made up the majority of the industrial workforce. A working fatherÕs 
income was often not enough to provide for the family, so his young 
children were sent onto the streets and into the mines and mills to work.  
�&�K�D�U�O�H�V���6�W�H�O�]�O�H�����D���3�U�H�V�E�\�W�H�U�L�D�Q���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�����Z�H�Q�W���W�R���Z�R�U�N���D�W���H�L�J�K�W���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���D�J�H���V�W�U�L�S�S�L�Q�J���W�R�E�D�F�F�R��
�O�H�D�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���(�D�V�W���6�L�G�H���W�H�Q�H�P�H�Q�W�������7�K�H������������
�6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���X�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V��
lived, and spoke for Òa living wage as a minimum in every industryÓ and 
Òa reduction in the hours of labor to the lowest practicable pointÓ so as to 
afford Òthat degree of leisure for all which is the condition of the highest 
human life.Ó

   Current Challenges and Choices

 �:�H���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�H���I�D�U���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���K�D�U�V�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��������������
but gross inequities still exist in our labor force and world economy.  A 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���Gownturn, with massive unemployment and thou-
sands of foreclosures and bankruptcies, was unleashed amid the credit 
cris�L�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�J�D�Q���L�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U������������

�� �%�D�F�N���L�Q���������������M�R�E�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�����E�X�W���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���U�R�V�H���E�\�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�����I�U�R�P���������������W�R���������������������,�Q��������������
�W�K�H���&�H�Q�V�X�V���%�X�U�H�D�X���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W�����I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���R�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G�������K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G��
�L�Q�F�R�P�H�V���K�D�G���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�R�U���¿�Y�H���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���\�H�D�U�V��2  This trend has only 
�Z�R�U�V�H�Q�H�G�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�O�P�R�V�W���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���I�D�O�O���E�H�O�R�Z���W�K�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\��
line, often working at jobs that provide no healthcare or pension coverage.  
�%�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�J�X�U�H�V���R�I���U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�Q�F�R�P�H�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I��those 
living on the margins of the economy.  Barbara Ehrenreich, a middle class 
writer, dedicated herself to learning the trials of those in the low wage  
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service economy by taking jobs as a waitress, a hotel maid, a nursing home 
aide, a house cleaner and a retail clerk.  She learned that people who work 
at Òentry level jobsÓ earn far less than they need to live on.  She concluded, 
Òno one ever said that you could work hard, harder than you ever thought 
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���²���D�Q�G���V�W�L�O�O���¿�Q�G���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���V�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U���G�H�H�S�H�U���L�Q�W�R���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G��
debt.Ó3 

 T�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���¿�[�H�G���D�W���W�K�H�������������O�H�Y�H�O��
�����������������I�R�U���Q�H�D�U�O�\���D���G�H�F�D�G�H�����O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H���Z�R�U�N��
�H�U�V���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�������7�K�D�Q�N�V���L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���V�H�W���E�\���V�L�[���V�W�D�W�H�V���Z�K�R���Y�R�W�H�G���W�R��
raise their minimum wages to be Òliving wagesÓ in 2006, the new Congress 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H�������7�K�H���U�D�L�V�H���W�R���������������S�X�W���W�K�H���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P��
�Z�D�J�H���H�D�U�Q�H�U�����������������R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������������P�L�O��
lion Americans.�������7�U�X�H�����W�K�H���Q�H�Z���Z�D�J�H���O�H�Y�H�O���L�V���Q�R�W���L�Q�G�H�[�H�G���W�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q��
�W�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�L�Q�H���L�W�V�H�O�I�����R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���V�H�W���L�Q���������������L�V���Y�H�U�\��
�P�X�F�K���L�Q���Q�H�H�G���R�I���U�H���F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���F�U�H�G�L�W��
for coordinating those initiatives, part of the Let Justice Roll campaign for a 
living wage.

 As we look to the decades ahead, our efforts are aimed at provid��
�L�Q�J���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�D�J�H�������7�K�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�D�J�H���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���Z�D�V���D�Q��
effective joint effort supported and led by the National Council of Churches 
USA to continue the traditions of the Social Creed in this day.  In the words 
of one organizer, a just minimum wage will keep people out of poverty 
rather than keep people in it.�� 

 As important as a living wage is, full employment is another 
goal of economic policy in developed nations. In the U.S., full employ��
ment remains a formal goal, as enunciated in the Humphrey-Hawkins Full 
Employment Act, but in practice it has been subordinated to measures like 
the Dow Industrial Average.  Along with full employment, there is a need to 
pay fairly within comparable job categories; this is the goal of  Òcomparable 
�Z�R�U�W�K�´���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�R�U���F�R�O�O�H�J�H��
�H�G�X�F�D�W�H�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�����Z�D�J�H�V���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���D�W���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\����������
of menÕs.  Calculating Òcomparable worthÓ means including factors of 
�H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G�L�Q�J���V�W�H�U�H�R�W�\�S�L�Q�J���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V����

 The goal of full employment is still important enough, in the view 
of Social Creed originators, to justify public works and strategic govern��
ment investment on a large scale, with strong accountability safeguards. 

1 Workingman and Social Problems,���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���6�W�H�O�]�O�H�������1�<���5�H�Y�H�O�O���������������������S������
2 ÒU.S. Poverty Rate Was Up Last Year,Ó David Leonhardt, NY Times,���$�X�J����������������������
3 Ò Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in AmericaÓ�����%�D�U�E�D�U�D���(�K�U�H�Q�U�H�L�F�K�����1�<�����0�H�W�U�R�S�R�O�L�W�D�Q���������������������S������������
�� Economic Policy Institute, January 2006.
�� ÒA Just Minimum Wage: Good for Workers, Business and Our Future,Ó Holly Sklar and the Rev. Dr. Paul H. Sherry, NY; 
National Council of Churches, �8�6�$���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��������������
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... The rights of workers to organize and to share in 
workplace decisions and productivity growth. 

 Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 The original Social Creed speaks of Òthe principle of concilia-
tion and arbitration in industrial dissensions,Ó along with several aspects 
of workersÕ rights. Later versions of the Social Creed were more explicit 
about the method of Òcollective bargaining.Ó The issue, then and now, 
was how to equalize power between the individual worker and the busi-
ness or corporation. The BibleÕs condemnations of forced labor make no 
mention of Òindustrial democracyÓ or ÒcooperationÓ as a remedy, but the 
same texts used to defend democracy and freedom of association have 
been used to support labor unions. Employers have often made claims 
for a sanctity of private property that would extend to the whole of very 
complex enterprises; workers, in turn, have contended that they are more 
important than commodities or property and are deserving of fair re-
muneration (Òworthy of their hireÓ). Most non-literalist Christians have 
looked at the practical need of workers for countervailing power against 
the inevitable human tendency of those in control to exceed their bounds. 
Strikes, boycotts and other nonviolent means have been accepted as legiti-
�P�D�W�H���W�R�R�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���I�R�U���I�D�L�U���Z�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���L�G�H�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J��
either businesses or unions. 

 �%�R�R�N�V���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���Z�H�U�H���¿�O�O�H�G��
with surveys and statistical information detailing the wide gulf existing 
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���S�U�R�¿�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q��
which those workers were employed.  In the general steel strike of 1919, 
the Federal Council of Churches was partner in an investigative report, 
Public Opinion and the Steel Strike, which remains one of the most thor-
�R�X�J�K���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\���L�Q�W�R���D���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���V�W�U�L�N�H�������7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���I�R�F�X�V�H�G��
attention on the use of labor spies and the two-shift/twelve-hour day at the 
�8���6�����6�W�H�H�O���P�L�O�O�V�������,�Q���������������8���6�����6�W�H�H�O���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���L�W���Z�D�V���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���D��
three-shift/eight-hour day. Later actions and testimony by church leaders, 
with particular leadership from the Catholic Church, lent further support 
Ñwith regional variationsÑto the growth of unions.

 During the 1970s, through the work of Cesar Chavez and the 
La Raza movement in California, the issue of migrant worker organizing 
came into focus.  Despite some progress in California and several other 
places, most migrant workers remain excluded from labor law coverage 
and protection by the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB).  Lack of 
legal status adds to the migrantsÕ sense of their labor being treated as a 
cheap commodity in danger of exploitation. 
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   Current Challenges and Choices

 The last three decades have seen the diminishing strength of 
organized labor and the loss of the industrial middle class.   Industrial 
democracy, which had been a bedrock of the U.S. middle class, has been 
challenged by the rolling back of the guarantees of the labor laws of the 
1930s and the weakening of the NLRB as a defender of workers pun-
�L�V�K�H�G���R�U���¿�U�H�G���I�R�U���X�Q�L�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�������7�K�H���O�R�V�V���R�I���X�Q�L�R�Q���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���V�H�H�Q��
the scaling back of pension and healthcare provisions in union contracts. 
The decline in union membership has been correlated with the nation-
wide stagnation in hourly wages.1  All of this was happening against the 
growing disparity between management salaries and workers’ wages.  In 
2004, the top 10 percent of executives earned at least 350 times the aver-
age worker’s pay; this was up from 122 times in 1990, and 74 times in 
1950.2  It is estimated by Nobel economist Paul Krugman that most of the 
enormous internet productivity gains of the 1990s went to the top .5 per-
�F�H�Q�W�L�O�H���R�I���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V�������$���I�D�L�U�H�U���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���R�I���S�U�R�¿�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G���P�H�D�Q���D��
healthier and more stable economy. 

 These trends would argue for expanding the participation of 
workers in workplace decisions that affect their lives in order to improve 
both production and the distribution of incentives. In 1995, the Presbyte-
�U�L�D�Q���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���D�I�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�L�V���U�L�J�K�W���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���V�D�L�G�������³�-�X�V�W�L�F�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V��
that social institutions guarantee all persons the opportunity to participate 
actively in the economic decision-making that affects them.”3  The clear-
est current way to support this right, and to raise wages, is to support the 
�³�H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H���I�U�H�H���F�K�R�L�F�H���D�F�W���´���Z�K�L�F�K���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�V���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���X�Q�L�R�Q�L�]�D-
tion votes. Opposed by corporations that have effectively suppressed 
�P�D�Q�\���³�V�H�F�U�H�W���E�D�O�O�R�W�´���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����W�K�L�V���O�D�Z��
�Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���S�H�Q�D�O�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���X�Q�M�X�V�W���¿�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�D�J�H���W�K�H�I�W��

 In the current economic crisis, as in the successful Chrysler 
bailout in 1985, it is appropriate for strict expectations to accompany 
�L�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���L�Q�W�R���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���¿�U�P�V�����$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�Z�R�X�O�G���E�H�����S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���J�R�D�O�V�����H���J�������I�R�U���E�D�Q�N�V���W�R���O�H�Q�G���P�R�Q�H�\���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q��
buy other banks, for cars to be greener); acceptance of collective bargain-
ing by workers, full voting of taxpayer-owned shares by public trustees 
on corporate boards, and an end to grossly disproportionate pay packages 
for executives and lavish board perks. 
    
1  Causes of overall wage stagnation since the 1970s are reviewed in The Big Squeeze by Steve�Q���*�U�H�H�Q�K�R�X�V�H�����1�<�����5�D�Q�G�R�P��
�+�R�X�V�H�����������������������,�Q���³�,�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�������W�K���&�H�Q�W�X�U�\��America,” Frank Levy and Peter Temin document the 
impact of decreasing percentages of union membership (MIT Working Papers, 2007).
2 �³�2�I�I���W�R���W�K�H���5�D�F�H�V���$�J�D�L�Q�����/�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���0�D�Q�\���%�H�K�L�Q�G���´���6�X�Q�G�D�\���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� N.Y. Times, April 9, 2006, p. 1
3 Minutes���R�I���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���3�&���8�6�$�������R�I���������������S����������
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...  Protection from dangerous working conditions, 
�Z�L�W�K���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H���I�X�O�O���I�D�P�L�O�\���O�L�I�H��

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 ���,�Q���������������W�K�H���F�K�D�L�U���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�E�\�W�H�U�L�D�Q���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���Z�K�L�F�K���S�D�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
Social Creed was the Rev. John McDowell.  Years before, McDowell, a Scots immigrant, had 
gone to work in the Pennsylvania anthracite mines at the age of eight.  At twelve, he lost his 
arm in a mine accident as a coal driver boy.  On the day of his accident, company records 
showed the death of a mule; no mention was made of his having lost an arm.   John McDowell 
�Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�R���¿�J�K�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���O�D�E�R�U���D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�P�H���0�R�G�H�U�D�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���������W�K���3�U�H�V�E�\�W�H�U�L�D�Q���*�H�Q-
eral Assembly in 1933.

 I�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����F�U�L�S�S�O�L�Q�J���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V�����R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V��
�D�Q�G���S�U�H�P�D�W�X�U�H���G�H�D�W�K���Z�H�U�H���K�L�J�K���R�Q���W�K�H���O�L�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���I�D�F�H�G�������$�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���L�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V���W�R�W�D�O�H�G���K�D�O�I���D���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q����
���������������R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���I�D�W�D�O�L�W�L�H�V��1�����7�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�I���G�D�P�D�J�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H���D�F-
�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V���R�Q���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���O�R�V�W���R�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���Z�U�R�W�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�H������������
�6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�������+�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���G�U�H�Z���R�Q���W�K�H���E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���I�R�U���³�W�K�H���O�D�P�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�P�D�L�P�H�G�´�����0�W����������������������

�� �7�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���$�F�W���R�I�������������L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�W�D�W�H���U�X�Q��
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�O�L�Q�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���Z�R�U�N�H�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���H�[�L�V�W�H�G���L�Q��
�Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���V�W�D�W�H�V���������,�Q���������������W�K�H���2�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���+�H�D�O�W�K���$�G-
�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����2�6�+�$�����Z�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K��
�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�������7�K�L�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���L�V���D���G�H�O�D�\�H�G���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
�E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���O�L�Q�N�V���W�K�H���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�N���W�K�D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����³�/�H�W���W�K�H���I�D�Y�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���R�X�U���*�R�G���E�H��
�X�S�R�Q���X�V�����D�Q�G���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���R�X�U���K�D�Q�G�V�«�´�����3�V����������������

�� �7�K�H�������������6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�Z�H�O�Y�H���K�R�X�U���G�D�\�V��
�D�Q�G���O�D�F�N���R�I���6�D�E�E�D�W�K���I�R�U���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���W�R���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���E�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V����To-
�G�D�\���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���R�I���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���L�V���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O��
�W�R���W�K�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�V�����D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�H�O�\�����³�W�K�H���S�L�W�W�L�Q�J���R�I���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Z�R�U�N���L�V��
�X�Q�M�X�V�W���«�����$���M�X�V�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���D�I�¿�U�P�V���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�E�D�V�L�F���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���V�H�U�Y�H�V�����W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�W���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�R�\�D�O-
�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�V���L�Q���L�W�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���´�������7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F��
�%�L�V�K�R�S�V���S�X�W���L�W���W�K�L�V���Z�D�\�����³�(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V��the orga-
�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���Z�R�U�O�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�O�O�\���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�H�G���L�Q���O�L�J�K�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��
�L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���D�Q�G���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���I�D�P�L�O�\���O�L�I�H���´3 

   Current Challenges and Choices

�� �7�K�H���K�D�]�D�U�G�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���G�L�V�H�D�V�H���D�Q�G���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�H�V���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���Z�L�W�K���X�V����
�,�Q���������������I�R�U�W�\���V�H�Y�H�Q���F�R�D�O���P�L�Q�H�U�V���O�R�V�W���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���8���6�����F�R�D�O���P�L�Q�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G-
�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�Z�H�O�Y�H���Z�K�R���G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�D�J�R�����:�H�V�W���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���P�L�Q�H���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�������/�D�[���R�U��
�X�Q�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G���V�D�I�H�W�\���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�X�W�E�D�F�N�V���L�Q���2�6�+�$���Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H���L�Q�V�S�H�F��
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tions continue to threaten the lives of working people.4  Ergonomic stan-
dards adopted during the Clinton Administration were set aside during the 
Bush years. Technology, with all its marvels, has brought a new range of 
life-endangering circumstances.  Chemically-related industries often leave 
behind toxic waste, which threatens whole communities, a problem made 
infamous by Love Canal and many other ÒSuperfundÓ sites.  

 To protect employee and public health today requires new mea-
sures, such as: more testing of chemicals used in consumer products and 
manufacturing processes, with high standards also for imported goods; the 
use of the Òprecautionary principleÓ to put the burden of doubt on new bio-
chemical and genetically engineered products and therapies; proper enforce-
ment and protection of Òwhistle-blowersÓ on workplace hazards.
 
 U.S. workers work, on average, more hours per year than workers 
in other rich, industrialized economies.  Since 1979, middle-income mar-
�U�L�H�G���F�R�X�S�O�H�V���Z�L�W�K���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���D�G�G�H�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���¿�Y�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H��
paid work to their time spent in the paid labor force. Since fathers in this 
group tend to work more than full-time, full-year work (2080 hours), the 
additional time in paid labor is due to mothersÕ employment. For most U.S. 
families, falling or stagnant male wages made the earned income of mothers 
an essential contribution to the familyÕs income. 
 
 Other practices pit work against family: mandatory overtime, an 
�L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H���S�D�F�H���R�I���Z�R�U�N�����M�R�E���L�Q�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����0�R�V�W���8���6����
workers, especially low-income workers, cannot take time to care for a sick 
child without losing pay, losing vacation time, or being evaluated as a less 
dedicated employee. The Family and Medical Leave Act (1993) offers leave 
���X�Q�S�D�L�G�����W�R���R�Q�O�\�����������R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����O�D�E�R�U���I�R�U�F�H���I�R�U���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���Q�D�U�U�R�Z�O�\���G�H�¿ned 
situations. 

 These conditions are experienced more severely in many develop-
ing countries. Companies in Export-Processing Zones pay women workers 
50%-75% of male wages, denying adequate support to families and creating 
higher unemployment for the men of those families.5  The higher migration 
�R�I���P�H�Q���W�R���¿nd work is a major cause in the rise of single-mother families 
in many developing countries.6  Structural adjustment policies forced on 
developing nations have severely reduced social support to poor families.7  
�5�D�L�V�L�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���P�D�\���E�H�J�L�Q���D�W���K�R�P�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���W�U�D�G�H��
agreements as well.

1 American Social and Religious Conditions, Charles Stelzle, (N.Y.: Revell,1912) p. 17f.
2 ÒChallenges in the WorkplaceÓ PC(USA) Resource Paper, 1990, p. 92.
3 ÒEconomic Justice for AllÓ, #93 d, The National Conference of Catholic Bishops.
4  ÒU.S. Rarely Seeks Charges for Death in Workplace,Ó D. Barstow, NY Times, Dec. 22, 2003
5 ÒThe Economic Effects of Free Trade and Globalization,Ó ACSWP-PC(USA), p. 14
6 ÒWomen and the World Economic Crisis,Ó 24-25, Vickers, 1994.
7 ÒThe Employment Effects of Free Trade and Globalization,Ó ACSWP-PC(USA), p. 6
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... A system of criminal rehabilitation, based on restor-
ative justice and an end to the death penalty. 

  Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 ÒYou have heard that it was said, ÔAn eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.Õ But I say to you, do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes 
you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you 
and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go 
one mile, go also the second mile.  Give to everyone who begs from you, 
and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.Ó (Mt 5:38-42)

 JesusÕ words in the Sermon on the Mount may well refer to a pro-
�D�F�W�L�Y�H���³�W�K�L�U�G���Z�D�\�´�����:�D�O�W�H�U���:�L�Q�N�����E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���¿�J�K�W���D�Q�G���I�H�D�U�I�X�O���À�L�J�K�W����
an approach that reveals and builds on a shared humanity.  However inter-
preted, these words point to an alternative to retribution that can be called 
Òrestorative justice.Ó

 The scriptures also show that the possibility of repentance is 
�D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���0�R�V�H�V�����Àeeing after killing a harsh overseer) or 
to Paul, complicit as Saul in the stoning death of Stephen.  Standards for 
fair judicial process and treatment of prisoners have improved greatly in 
most countries since that time. The death penalty, highly debatable as to its 
deterrent effect, is opposed in principle as it ends the possibility of repen-
tance.  For some Christians, it also usurps GodÕs role as judge and Lord of 
Life.

 Restorative justice addresses the humanity of both victim and 
perpetrator.  It also seeks to restore the social fabric by acknowledging the 
full costs of a given crime and offering possibilities for transformation, 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����¿�Q�H�V�����S�X�E�O�L�F���U�H�S�H�Q�W�D�Q�F�H�����U�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q��
and forgiveness as well as incarceration or probation. Naturally, the Church 
seeks to reduce, if not eliminate, all forms of crime, but we resist demon-
izing even violent individuals when rates and patterns of criminal behavior 
can be predictedÑand thus are partly preventable.

Current Challenges and Choices

 The U.S. imprisons a higher percentage of its citizens than any 
other society on earth. Of the more than 2 million in prison at any given 
time, more than half are persons of color. States vary in their incarceration 
rates, from more than 1 in 100 to less than 1 in 500, but in all cases prison-
ers are disproportionately poor and poorly educated, from divided families, 
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mentally ill and homeless. Rural communities, poor themselves, vie to 
attract prisons and count prisoners as part of their communities to increase 
�W�K�H�L�U���V�K�D�U�H���R�I���V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�V���D�U�H���G�H�S�U�L�Y�H�G���R�I��
voting and other civil rights, often effectively for life. A large number of 
prisoners are imprisoned under mandatory sentences, sometimes under 
�J�U�R�V�V�O�\���L�Q�H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���³�Z�D�U���R�Q���G�U�X�J�V���´���0�R�V�W���S�U�L�V�R�Q�V���W�K�H�P-
selves do not offer drug rehabilitation, educational or training programs, 
feeding a high recidivism rate based in part on lack of opportunity and 
�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���³�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���´

 In terms of violence, prisons themselves intensify the brutality 
and hopelessness of harsh neighborhoods: prison rape and AIDS rates are 
�K�L�J�K�����J�D�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���E�H�F�R�P�H���Z�D�\�V���R�I���F�R�S�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U�F�U�R�Z�G�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G���H�Q�R�U�P�R�X�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�����$�O�O���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���F�O�L�F�K�p���W�K�D�W���S�U�L�V�R�Q�V���D�U�H���W�U�D�L�Q-
ing grounds for crime rather than places for rehabilitation or repentance.  
�6�R�P�H���F�D�O�O���W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���³�U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�´���I�R�U���L�W�V���G�L�V�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
�E�O�D�F�N���D�Q�G���+�L�V�S�D�Q�L�F���\�R�X�Q�J���P�H�Q�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������R�I���Z�K�R�P���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�Q��
prison or on probation).   Despite all this, prison ministries and volunteer 
�Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���G�R���Y�L�W�D�O���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���E�U�R�N�H�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P��

�7�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z���I�U�R�P���D���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��

1.  Restitution and other alternatives to incarceration.
���������5�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���³�O�L�I�H���W�H�U�P�V�´���I�R�U���O�R�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�V��
���������3�U�L�V�R�Q���U�H�I�R�U�P���W�R���H�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�F�U�R�Z�G�L�Q�J�����U�D�S�H�����R�W�K�H�U���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���G�U�X�J���� 
     availability.
4.  Rehabilitation, education, and addiction treatment programs to cut   
     recidivism.
5.  Programs to help maintain family connections.
���������(�Q�G���W�R���I�R�U���S�U�R�¿�W���S�U�L�V�R�Q�V���D�V���L�P�S�U�R�S�H�U���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H��
     system.
���������'�H�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���O�R�Z���O�H�Y�H�O���P�D�U�L�M�X�D�Q�D���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H�V�����D�V���L�Q���0�D�V�V�D�F�K�X�V�H�W�W�V��

 �7�K�H���I�D�L�U�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�W�V�H�O�I���L�V���W�K�H���O�L�Q�F�K�S�L�Q���R�I��
its legitimacy. Hence the guarantees of due process must be backed by the 
decent support of public defenders. Preventive, community-based policing 
is key for a proactive society that seeks to reduce both crime and the enor-
�P�R�X�V���V�L�]�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�S�U�L�V�R�Q���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���´���)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���H�D�V�\���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
of guns contributes to the level of violence in the U.S.

 �/�D�V�W�O�\�����I�U�R�P���D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���Y�L�H�Z�S�R�L�Q�W�����W�K�H���F�R�V�W�V���R�I���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�U�H��
�D�O�Z�D�\�V���D���G�U�D�J���R�Q���W�K�H���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���P�D�U�N�H�W�V���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�������$���P�R�U�H��
�K�X�P�D�Q�H���D�Q�G���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���Z�L�O�O���E�H���O�H�V�V���F�R�G�H�G���W�R���U�D�F�H��
�D�Q�G���F�O�D�V�V���D�Q�G���R�I���I�D�U���O�R�Z�H�U���F�R�V�W���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�\�V�W�H�P.
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incarnate in Jesus, despite the 
worldÕs sufferings and evils, 
we honor the deep connections 
within our human family and 
seek to awaken a new spirit of 
community, by working for:

IN THE LOVE

IN LOVE
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�‡���$�E�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���K�X�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����D�Q�G���H�Q�D�F�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V��
�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H����
�‡���+�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D�O�O���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�����D�I�I�R�U�G����
�� �D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H��
�‡�����$�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�L�F�N�Q�H�V�V����
�� �G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���R�O�G���D�J�H����
�‡���7�D�[���D�Q�G���E�X�G�J�H�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�G�X�F�H���G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���U�L�F�K����
�� �D�Q�G���S�R�R�U�����V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U����
�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���J�R�R�G����
�‡���-�X�V�W���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���I�D�P�L�O�\���X�Q�L�W�\�����V�D�I�H���� ��
�� �J�X�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�¶���U�L�J�K�W�V�����U�H�T�X�L�U�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O����
�� �L�W�\�����D�Q�G���I�R�V�W�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
�‡���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J����
�� �D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���J�R�R�G���M�R�E�V�����D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�D�I�H�W�\��
�‡���3�X�E�O�L�F���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�V���D���K�L�J�K���Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�L�W�K���U�H�D�O���O�L�P�L�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���� ��
�� �S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���L�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V����
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... Abatement of hunger and poverty, and 
�H�Q�D�F�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H��

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 In the Social Creed of 1908, the statements on the Òabatement 
of povertyÓ and on distributive justice were closely linked.  Those who 
�D�I�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���Z�H�U�H���P�R�Y�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���2�O�G���7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�¶�V��
image of those who Òsell the righteous for silver and the needy for a pair of 
shoesÓ (Amos 2:6).  They saw the abyss that existed between the tenement 
dwellers of First Avenue and the residents of the Fifth Avenue mansions.  
Their question was:  ÒHow does one bring justice to the land and diminish 
the economic distance between these people?Ó  The Social Creed set forth 
the conditions of livelihood that had to be changed in order to make the 
industrial society of that time more equitable.

 �7�K�H���%�L�E�O�H�¶�V���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���P�X�V�W���³�I�H�H�G���W�K�H���K�X�Q�J�U�\�´�����,�V�D��������������
goes back to the Ten Commandments.  Deuteronomy and Leviticus contain 
the distinctive set of laws for the social order that included the idea of the 
jubilee, when debts would be forgiven and landless laborers given new 
opportunity.  A society is judged on how it treats the most vulnerable. The 
New Testament continues this witness vividly in the stories of Lazarus with 
Abraham and the rich man in hell (Lk 17) and the last judgment on nations 
���W�K�H���V�K�H�H�S���D�Q�G���J�R�D�W�V���R�I���0�W���������������$���I�R�U�H�W�D�V�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�V�V�L�D�Q�L�F���E�D�Q�T�X�H�W���L�V���D�O�V�R��
presented in the feeding miracles (Mt 14, Mk 6, Lk 9, Jn 6); Acts 2 and 4 
show the basic Christian commitment to sharing for the common good. 

 In the years since the Social Gospel movement, Christians have 
understood hunger and poverty to be a scandal. During the Great Depres-
sion, the churches were more forthright in assessing the inequities of the 
economic order. The Presbyterian General Assembly of 1937, for example, 
saw Òthe inequitable distribution of the fruits of industry with a large por-
�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q���L�Q�F�R�P�H���L�Q�V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���D���I�D�P�L�O�\��
in health and comfort, the concentration of control and power in the hands 
�R�I���D���I�H�Z���D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�H�P�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���J�U�R�X�S���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�L�W���W�K�H���P�D�Q�\���I�R�U���S�U�R�¿t (as) 
incompatible with the Christian ideal of the Kingdom of God.Ó 1 

 After WWII, economic growth was coupled with unionization and 
other policies that increased the middle class and decreased poverty. In the 
1960s, Great Society programs and a Òwar on povertyÓ tried to help those 
at the bottom. Social tensions erupted, devastating cities.  The 1970s saw 
the origins of denominational Òhunger programs,Ó ecumenical ventures 
such as Bread for the World, and efforts like Evangelicals for Social Ac-
tion.  Social Security and parts of the social safety net (ÒwelfareÓ) became 
more contested in the 1980s.  Churches opened shelters to increasing 
numbers of homeless persons while religious and other advocates fought to 
maintain Social Security, Medicaid, Medicare and other social protections 
for the most vulnerable.  Those established programs helped lessen the pro-
portion of older Americans in poverty, but wage stagnation, unemployment 
and changes in ÒwelfareÓ have kept a high proportion of children (18%) in 
poverty. 
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   Current Challenges and Choices

 Even before the credit crisis in fall 2008, the economic inequality 
of the 1930s had been reproduced: household savings in 2005 were nega-
�W�L�Y�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���V�L�Q�F�H���������������D���'�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���\�H�D�U��2  In 2008 the Gross 
�'�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���3�U�R�G�X�F�W�����*�'�3�����D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���V�K�U�D�Q�N�����0�D�Q�\���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���V�S�H�Q�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��
�W�K�H�\���H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���E�R�U�U�R�Z�H�G���M�X�V�W���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�G�V���D�E�R�Y�H���Z�D�W�H�U�������7�K�H������������
�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�U�R�P���$�L�G���W�R���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���'�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����$�)�'�&�����W�R���7�H�P�S�R-
�U�D�U�\���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���1�H�H�G�\���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�$�1�)�����F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���H�L-
ther job training or employment; childcare costs often canceled out gains at 
�O�R�Z���L�Q�F�R�P�H���M�R�E�V�������$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���M�R�E�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���I�U�R�P���P�D�Q�\���L�Q�Q�H�U��
�F�L�W�\���D�Q�G���U�X�U�D�O���D�U�H�D�V�����P�H�D�Q�V���W�H�V�W�V���I�R�U���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���D�Q�G���I�R�R�G���V�W�D�P�S�V���N�H�S�W���S�R�R�U��
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���R�Z�Q�L�Q�J���F�D�U�V���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���X�S���R�W�K�H�U���D�V�V�H�W�V�������)�R�R�G���V�W�D�P�S�V���D�U�H��
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���E�\���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���K�D�O�I���R�I���Z�K�R�P���D�U�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��3

 �2�I�¿�F�L�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8���6�����&�H�Q�V�X�V���%�X�U�H�D�X���V�K�R�Z���W�K�D�W�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H��
�V�O�L�J�K�W���J�U�R�Z�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����*�'�3���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�����������������W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V��
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���K�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�²�Z�L�W�K���������������R�I���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D-
�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G�����������R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����6�L�Q�F�H���������������W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V��
�L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���K�D�V���J�U�R�Z�Q���E�\�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���O�D�F�N�L�Q�J���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q�V�X�U-
�D�Q�F�H���Q�R�Z���W�R�W�D�O�V���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�����³�)�D�U���W�R�R���P�D�Q�\���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�K�R��
�Z�R�U�N���K�D�U�G���D�Q�G���S�O�D�\���E�\���W�K�H���U�X�O�H�V���V�W�L�O�O���Z�L�Q�G���X�S���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����1�H�D�U�O�\��
�R�Q�H���L�Q���¿�Y�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����1�H�D�U�O�\���R�Q�H���L�Q���I�R�X�U���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����Z�K�L�O�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���L�Q���¿�Y�H���+�L�V�S�D�Q�L�F���$�P�H�U�L-
�F�D�Q�V���G�R���´4�����6�W�X�G�L�H�V���J�R�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���W�R�������������V�K�R�Z���W�K�D�W���R�X�U���³�S�R�R�U�´���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�G�H�H�G��
�E�H�F�R�P�H���³�S�R�R�U�H�U���´���Z�L�W�K�������������V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���R�I��
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���J�R�L�Q�J���E�H�O�R�Z���W�K�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�L�Q�H���I�U�R�P���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W��5

 �7�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���W�D�V�N���W�R�G�D�\���L�V���W�R���V�S�H�D�N�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
justice and practical focus as it did in 1908, to abate poverty and help the 
�P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�������+�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���E�D�V�L�F���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V��

�������3�U�R�Y�L�G�H���Q�R�Q���S�X�Q�L�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�N���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���S�R�R�U�����E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�Q����
���������W�K�H���(�D�U�Q�H�G���,�Q�F�R�P�H���7�D�[���&�U�H�G�L�W�����D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�G�L�]�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H���+�H�D�G����������������������������������������
���������6�W�D�U�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V��
�������(�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���³�D�V�V�H�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�´���W�R���P�R�Y�H���W�K�H���S�R�R�U���W�R�Z�D�U�G���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O 
    �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����$�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���E�\���%�U�H�D�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G�����U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���R�U���U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J�������� ��
    means caps would allow greater asset accumulation by the poor����
�������0�D�N�H���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�O���F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H��������
���������³�6�H�O�I���6�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�´���D�V���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���E�\���P�D�Q�\���H�[�S�H�U�W�V�����D�Q�G���� ��
    then index payments to actual cost of living �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V��
�������,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���³�&�K�L�O�G���6�D�Y�L�Q�J�V���$�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�´���R�U���³�6�(�(�'�´���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���D�W����
���������E�L�U�W�K���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���E�R�U�Q���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���I�R�U���D���V�P�D�O�O���³�Q�H�V�W���H�J�J�´���W�R���D�F�F�X����
���������P�X�O�D�W�H���X�Q�W�L�O���D�J�H���������I�R�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���F�D�U�H�H�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
�������0�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���³�V�R�F�L�D�O���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�´���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���M�X�V�W�O�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J��
���������D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���D���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���E�D�V�L�V��

  
1 Minutes���R�I���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�����3�&�8�6�$���R�I���������������S�����������I�I
2���³�7�K�H���)�X�W�X�U�H���L�V���1�R�Z�´�����:�L�O�O�L�D�P���*�U�H�L�G�H�U����The Nation�����-�X�Q�H�����������������������S��������������
3���³�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���+�D�U�G�H�U���I�R�U���:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���´���%�U�H�D�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G�����������������S����������
4���8���6�����)�H�G���1�H�Z�V���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����,�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���8���6�����6�W�D�W�H���1�H�Z�V�����:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����'���&�������$�X�J�������������������������S�J�����Q���D�����5�H�S���*�H�R�U�J�H���0�L�O�O�H�U����
5 America�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����2�F�W�����������������������������������S�J���������������S�J�V
�����)�R�U���W�K�L�V���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������D�Q�G���������³�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���+�D�U�G�H�U���I�R�U���:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���´���R�S���F�L�W�������S�S����������������������������������
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  Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 Public education within many Christian traditions was directly 
inspired by the reading of scripture and the desire to open GodÕs Word to 
all people.  LutherÕs German Bible, textual work from Origen and Jerome
to Erasmus and the modern Revised Standard Version, the early public
schools of Calvin and Knox ... all testify to the high value on education for
faith.  And within scripture itself, how important it is to see a Moses or 
Samuel or Nehemiah or Jesus take up a scroll and read to the people!

 Putting Education and Healthcare in the same line of the Social 
�&�U�H�H�G���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�����:�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�V���L�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�D�O�W�K-
care should be made as universally available as education, as a right for 
all citizens, as it is in most developed nations. The analogy is imperfect, 
in that education is only provided until one is 18, while public support 
for healthcare through Medicare is provided only on the other end of life. 
Universal healthcare, however, would strengthen public thinking about 
health and the value of government as a provider. (See next page for the 
treatment of healthcare.)
 
 Public education in America began as a largely Protestant en-
terprise and became a chief agency of the Òmelting pot,Ó until it came to 
the processes of desegregation and resegregation, which have impaired 
the funding and quality of public education in many areas.  The inventive 
power of the United States in the 19th and 20th centuries can be attrib-
uted, in large part, to its educational strength. Public education has also 
been a linchpin of democracy.  History shows the linkages between better 
education and better chances in life and, conversely, the linkages between 
poor education and underdevelopment.  Even one more year of education 
can make the difference between living at the poverty level and earning 
enough to support a family.  Education is also linked to better child nutri-
tion, health and safety.

 Seeking to eliminate disparities in public education carries an
admittedly utopian element, based in the claim that every child represents
GodÕs promise to the whole human community, and that every member
of GodÕs family deserves a fair shareÑeven a generous helpingÑof the
common good.  Education alone does not save, but neither does the Gos-
pel come without some cultural resources prepared by GodÕs providential
hand.  Thus a Christian vision of education is partly about stewarding
and passing on the riches of a tradition infused by faith and guided by
justice. No educational system can replace either the family or the church

... High quality public education for all ...
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but, without crossing the church/state boundary, good education can be a
strong support to both and vice versa.

     Current Challenges and Choices

 Particular legislation mandating higher educational standards, 
such as the No Child Left Behind Act (2001), cannot realistically be 
separated from the contexts of unequal funding and de facto resegregation. 
Home schooling, with its self-selecting networks for curriculum provision 
and socialization, presents new challenges to public school systems. 
Charter schools have proven not to be a silver bullet, and magnet schools 
sometimes bring subtle forms of segregation through the ÒtrackingÓ of 
students.  Improving the conditions, pay, and quality of teachers remains 
the most dependable way of improving public education, but even the best 
K-12 schooling cannot overcome the disadvantaging effects of poverty.1

 ÒVoluntary desegregationÓ plans by major urban school districts 
have recently been critically limited by court decisions that appear to tilt 
the legal balance toward the choices of individual parents, regardless of 
long-standing patterns of racially- and economically-segregated housing. 
By denying the relevance of these patterns and limiting the use of percent-
age guidelines (demonized as quotas), the rights of all children to a multi-
cultural society may be ignored.  While these decisions may be based in 
overly-individualistic views of Constitutional protections, they point to the 
need for a social will to legislate for the equal educational opportunities 
necessary to participate in the larger society. 

 School reform proposals, working in tandem with early childhood 
intervention programs in poorer areas, generally modify the test-based 
model enshrined in the No Child Left Behind Act���W�R���U�H�À�H�F�W���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�Q�G�L-
tions and prevent its reporting provisions from reinforcing failure.  Formal 
accountability without funding has also skewed educational curricula 
and led to a blame cycle directed at teachers and administrators.  Teach-
ers need both decent salaries and good administrative support, legitimate 
goals for teachersÕ unions.  National standards have a place, as do new 
ways of allocating tax monies for education.  All this said, much creative 
and technological innovation is going on that may reshape both learning 
and school administration.  Christian education may itself learn from these 
new approaches. 

 1  This summary draws on and combines two approaches to school reform reported on in ÒLegacy-Minded Bush Loyalist 
Fights to Save ÔNo ChildÕ LawÓ and ÒDemocrats Offer Plans to Revamp Schools Law,Ó both in The New York Times, June 
12, 2008, pp. 1, 18, 21.
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Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 Propelled by the biblical concept of shalom, the Social Creed recog-
nizes that GodÕs will for human persons and their communities is abundance 
of life. The health that undergirds such abundance ÒÉis the condition of 
wellness and integrated Ôwholeness in body, mind, and spirit.ÕÓ1   A society 
committed to health must address ÒÉ a safe environment; adequate food, 
shelter, clothing, and employment or income; and convenient access to 
quality, affordable, preventive and curative health services.Ó 2   A ministry of 
health, healing and restoration of wholeness is central to Christian witness.

 Because health is GodÕs intention for all of GodÕs people, many 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�R�Q�V���D�I�¿�U�P���W�K�D�W���K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H���L�V���D���U�L�J�K�W���R�I���D�O�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�������7�K�H���8���6�����&�D�W�K�R-
lic BishopsÕ Resolution on Health Care Reform states: ÒEvery person has the 
�U�L�J�K�W���W�R���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H���´�����7�K�L�V���U�L�J�K�W���À�R�Z�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\���R�I��
each person grounded in their creation in GodÕs own image.  When quality 
healthcare is acknowledged as a human right, a just society, including its 
government, other institutions and its members, responds to assure that this 
right is real in the lives of all its members.3  Healthcare is thus not a usual 
commodity or product, but a ÒrightÓ and a shared responsibility. 

 During the 20th century, particularly in the post WW II period, 
�K�H�D�O�W�K���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���Z�H�U�H���O�L�Q�N�H�G���W�R���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����R�I�W�H�Q��
negotiated as part of union contracts. The federal government provided some 
insurance for those whose pension plans were jeopardized by bankruptcy 
or corporate malfeasance, and in recent years individuals were encouraged 
to join health maintenance organizations (HMOs) and otherwise rely on the 
market for coverage.  The number of medically-uninsured Americans has 
�V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\���U�L�V�H�Q�����D�V���K�D�Y�H���K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���F�R�V�W�V�������,�Q���H�D�U�O�\���������������8���6����
polls showed majority support for government intervention to provide uni-
versal health insurance, possibly through a Òsingle payerÓ or Òmedicare-for-
allÓ system. 

�� �$���³�V�L�Q�J�O�H���S�D�\�H�U�´���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�V���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�O�\���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G�����S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\���¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�G����
and ar�J�X�D�E�O�\���D���Y�H�U�\���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���V�\�V�W�H�P������Proponents of this approach underline 
�W�K�H���H�I�¿ciency of the Social Security and Medicare systems, which have much 
less overhead than private insurance.  The percentage of healthcare expen-
�G�L�W�X�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���W�Z�L�F�H���W�K�D�W���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
virtually all of which have single payer systems, while the market Òrations 
outÓ 47 million uninsured and as many as 50 million under-insured citizens.  
Opponents believe that Òsocialized medicineÓ interposes the government 
between doctor and patient, restricts the choices provided by the market, and 
penalizes those who refuse to participate. Politically, various ways have been 
proposed to have government as a provider, short of single payer, adding

É And universal, affordable, and accessible healthcare.
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real competition with a broad-based Òpublic option,Ó and using combinations 
of taxes and cost savings to pay for universal coverage. 

 Current Challenges and Choices
 
 Despite spending more on healthcare per capita than any other indus-
trialized nation, the United States is 42nd in life expectancy.  Forty nations 
have lower infant mortality rates.4  These data mask race and gender dispari-
ties.  The black infant mortality rate is about 2.5 times greater than that of 
white infants; and black Medicare patients are less likely to receive adequate 
testing or drug therapies than white patients.5  ÒOne-third of all members of 
lower-income families are uninsured. African Americans are twice as likely, 
and Hispanics three times as likely, as whites to be uninsured. É More men 
than women are uninsuredÉÓ6   A decreasing number of workers, today only 
55.9%, are covered by employer-sponsored health insurance7, and the auto 
industry, among others, complains that its medical insurance burden makes it 
�X�Q�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�������0�D�Q�\���F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����D�O�V�R���¿�Q�G���L�W���K�D�U�G���W�R���S�D�\���P�H�G�L-
�F�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���I�R�U���S�D�V�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�I�I��

 Outside the developed nations, the global picture is much worse.  In 
1998 the U.N. Development Program estimated that an additional $13 billion 
�Z�R�X�O�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���E�D�V�L�F���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D�O�O�������$�I�À�X�H�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�S�H�Q�G���P�R�U�H��
on pet food!  Yet the World Health Report 2005 states ÒÉThis year almost 11 
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���D�J�H���Z�L�O�O���G�L�H���I�U�R�P���F�D�X�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���O�D�U�J�H�O�\��
preventable. Among them are 4 million babies....  At the same time, more than 
half a million women will die in pregnancy, childbirth or soon after.Ó8 

 Achieving a basic level of universal healthcare is not unaffordable in 
the U.S., as has been shown by other developed countries.  Nor is it unafford-
able for the worldÕs people. It must not be seen as unimaginable in the 21st 
century, despite the proven power of several industry lobbies to block legisla-
tion.9  Most of the legislators working on health legislation, for example, are 
recipients of insurance and pharmaceutical industry Òsupport.Ó   Healthcare 
reform is a matter of political will and remains one of the most pressing needs 
in the United States.
 

1 Minutes of the General Assembly, PC(USA) 1999, p.341
2 ÒLife AbundantÓ PC(USA),1998
3 In 1983 the PC(USA) urged ÒÉthat access to a basic, minimum level of health care be available to all persons regardless of 
race, gender, age or economic standingÓ Minutes, PC(USA) 1983, p.366. In 1999 this position was strengthened to include ÒÉthe 
right of every person to have access to quality health care that is adequate, affordable, and accountable.Ó  Minutes, PC(USA) 
1999, pp.341-2
4 Stephen Ohlemacher, ÒUS Slipping in Life Expectancy Rankings,Ó Washington Post, August 12, 2007.
5 Smedley, ed.Unequal Treatment, p.423
6���³�$�Q���$�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���$�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\���´���3�&���8�6�$������������
7 Mishel,et al. ÒThe State of Working America 2006/2007, p. 131f,335f
8 www.who.int/whr/2005/en/index.html
9 www.healthcareforAmericaNow.org  (HCAN) is a coalition organizing support for universal healthcare legislation based on a set 
of �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�����Z�Z�Z���F�D�W�R���R�U�J�����W�K�H���&�D�W�R���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�����L�V���D���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W���S�X�E�O�L�F���S�R�O�L�F�\���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q��
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  Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 The Social Creed of 1908 called Òfor suitable provision for the 
old age of the workers and for those incapacitated by injury.Ó  That is, 
the prophetic voice of the churches called for a comprehensive system of 
social insurance 27 years before President Franklin D. Roosevelt proposed 
and succeeded in enacting the Social Security Act of 1935.  While the 
Social Security program is now widely accepted as a basic communal re-
sponsibility, and theological support is virtually automatic, earlier thinking 
often held care of the elderly to be a familyÕs responsibility.  The BibleÕs 
frequent call to take care of Òwidows and orphansÓ however suggests 
communal responsibility. Also, the Book of Acts describes the work of the 
�¿rst deacons, appointed in response to a concern that widows were being 
neglected. 

 The Social Security Act, in essence, created an intergenerational 
covenant among workers, their elders and the United States government.  It 
is a pay-as-you-go system through which current workers provide the 
social insurance that protects those who can no longer work, including
workers who cannot work due to disability and those who survive a 
�G�H�F�H�D�V�H�G���Z�R�U�N�H�U�������,�W���L�V���D�Q���H�D�U�Q�H�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�����Q�R�W���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���������$�O�O���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V��
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V��
occasionally been updated since 1935 to expand its coverage and increase 
its longevity.  This social covenant is based on the principle of building 
GodÕs community and striving for the common good that binds all people 
together as children of God.

 Psalm 71:9 declares, ÒDo not cast me off in the time of old age; 
do not forsake me when my strength is spent.Ó  Indeed, without Social Se-
curity, millions of American workers in despair would echo the cry of the 
psalmist.  But God does not forsake those who are vulnerable and calls on 
us to care for the poor, the elderly, the orphan and the widow (Deut 10:18).  
As the Church, we are called to live into GodÕs abundant care and radical 
hospitality for those in need by advocating in solidarity with them and by 
supporting public programs that serve the common good of all, not just the 
few.  

 Current Challenges and Choices

 The safety net created by Social Security ensures that 96% of 
those who have reached retirement age in the United States have an income 
after they leave the work force.  As of July 2005, this program provided 
security to 48 million people, 33 million of whom are retired workers and 
their dependents, 8 million of whom are unable to continue working due to 

... An effective program of social security 
during sickness, disability and old age.
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a disability, and 7 million of whom are the survivors of deceased work-
ers.  Without the Social �6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�����������������R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���D�J�H���������R�U���R�O�G�H�U��
�Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����E�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����R�Q�O�\�������������R�I��
�R�O�G�H�U���D�G�X�O�W�V���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H�V���E�H�O�R�Z���W�K�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�L�Q�H�������6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\, there-
�I�R�U�H�����O�L�I�W�V���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���R�O�G�H�U���D�G�X�O�W�V���R�X�W���R�I���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\�������)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H����
Social Security ensures that one million children live above the federal 
�S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�L�Q�H��
 
�� �(�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�]�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����R�U���V�K�L�I�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�W�R��
�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�L�H�V���P�D�U�N�H�W�V�����P�D�\���Q�R�Z�����V�L�Q�F�H���������������V�H�H�P��
�X�Q�Z�L�V�H�����E�X�W���I�R�U���D���E�U�L�H�I���S�H�U�L�R�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H�������������H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���F�O�D�L�P�V���W�K�D�W��
�V�X�F�K���D���S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���Z�R�X�O�G���L�Q���V�R�P�H���Z�D�\���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H���U�H�W�L�U�L�Q�J���Z�D�Y�H�V��
of Baby Boomers and others, who would otherwise imbalance the system. 

�� �6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�Q�G�H�H�G���I�D�F�H�V���D���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���G�H�¿�F�L�W���W�K�D�W���P�X�V�W���E�H���D�G-
�G�U�H�V�V�H�G�����E�X�W���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���W�R���S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�]�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����R�U���W�R���V�R�P�H�K�R�Z���U�H�G�X�F�H��
�W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����Z�R�X�O�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
�H�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�K�H���V�D�I�H�W�\���Q�H�W���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���L�W��
�Z�D�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�������&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\�����W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�D�\���R�X�W���D���I�X�O�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W��
�X�Q�W�L�O���������������D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�F�W�X�D�U�L�H�V�����R�U���������������D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R��
�W�K�H���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���%�X�G�J�H�W���2�I�¿�F�H�������$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H�V�H���G�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�D�O�\�V�W�V���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���W�K�D�W��
�6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�D�\�����������R�I���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���E�H�Q�H�¿ts 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�������³�$���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G���V�H�W���R�I���U�H�I�R�U�P�V���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R��
�E�H���H�Q�D�F�W�H�G���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���F�D�Q���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���F�R�X�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�L�V���Y�L�W�D�O��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���«���%�X�W���L�W���L�V���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���Q�R�W���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���R�I��
�6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���V�D�Y�L�Q�J���L�W�������3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���G�L�Y�H�U�W���U�H�Y-
�H�Q�X�H���I�U�R�P���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���U�H�S�O�D�F�H���S�D�U�W���R�U���D�O�O���R�I���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���Z�R�X�O�G��
�M�H�R�S�D�U�G�L�]�H�����G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���R�U���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�����P�D�Q�\���R�I���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�¶�V���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W��
�D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V���´1

�� �$�V���K�H���V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�K�H���E�L�O�O���W�K�D�W���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�V�W���R�I��
�W�K�H���*�U�H�D�W���'�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���'�����5�R�R�V�H�Y�H�O�W���V�D�L�G��
 
 ÒThis law, too, represents a cornerstone in a structure which 
is being built but is by no means complete. It is a structure intended to 
lessen the force of possible future depressions. It will act as a protection 
to future Administrations against the necessity of going deeply into debt 
to furnish relief to the needyÉ It is, in short, a law that will take care of 
human needs and at the same time provide the United States an economic 
structure of vastly greater soundness.Ó 

�� �$�V���W�U�X�H���Q�R�Z���D�V���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H�Q�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���5�R�R�V�H�Y�H�O�W�¶�V���Z�R�U�G�V��
�U�H�À�H�F�W���W�K�H���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���Z�H�O�I�D�U�H�����R�U���F�R�P�P�R�Q��
�J�R�R�G�����L�Q���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���W�R���D���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W��
�Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���X�Q�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\.

1���-�D�V�R�Q���)�X�U�P�D�Q�����³�7�R�S���7�H�Q���)�D�F�W�V���R�I���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�¶�V�������W�K���$�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���´���3�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���R�Q���%�X�G�J�H�W���D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�F�\��
�3�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�����K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���F�E�S�S���R�U�J�����������������V�R�F�V�H�F���K�W�P�����D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���R�Q���-�D�Q��������������������.
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... Tax and budget policies that reduce disparities between 
rich and poor, strengthen democracy, and provide 

greater opportunity for everyone within the common good.

  Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background 

 ÒBudgets are moral documents,Ó wrote 34 church leaders to 
President George W. Bush in 2003.   Knowing JesusÕ contention that ÒÉ as 
you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to meÓ (Mt 25:45), 
religious leaders felt compelled to witness: ÒWe believe the budget your 
administration has put forward fails to protect and promote the well-being of 
our poorest and most vulnerable citizens. The tax cut É provides virtually 
no help for those at the bottom of the economic ladder, while those at the top 
reap windfalls. The resulting spending cuts É in the critical areas of health 
care, education, and social services, will fall heaviest on the poor.Ó1

 How a government chooses to raise and spend money affects the 
lives of each member of society.  It reveals the nationÕs values and commit-
ments. No part of life is exempt from GodÕs call to governments to serve the 
�F�R�P�P�R�Q���J�R�R�G�����$�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���U�H�À�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���W�D�[��
policies are subject to evaluation by Òthe great themes of the BibleÑcove-
nant responsibility, the Kingdom of God, faith, love, justice, mercy, righ-
teousness...Ó 2 The progressive income tax instituted under President Theo-
dore Roosevelt perhaps marked the end of the ÒGilded Age.Ó  It recognized 
that Òof them that have much, much will be requiredÓ (Lk 12:48) and, in a 
�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���V�H�Q�V�H�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Z�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�V�W���S�U�R�¿�W�H�G���P�R�V�W���I�U�R�P���D�Q���R�U�G�H�U�O�\���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O-
oped society. 

 �+�D�U�N�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N�����������\�H�D�U�V�����Z�H���D�I�¿�U�P���W�K�D�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
been concerned about the poor.  Proposals to end poverty are numerous and 
complex.3  Generally, however, they recognize that poor and rich both have 
rights and obligations, and that democracy functions on some measure of 
Òequal citizenship,Ó usually based on work.  Everyone is both self-interested 
and���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���E�\���O�R�Y�H�����U�H�V�S�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���K�R�Q�R�U�����W�K�H���Q�H�Z���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���H�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V��
Òa society that shares more... seeks compassion over suspicion and equality 
over domination.Ó Positive incentives and creativeÑnot always monetaryÑ
opportunities are preferred to punitive approaches.  Over-privilege poses as 
many moral challenges to the common good as under-privilege.

Current Challenges and Choices

 That poverty and inequality mark the U.S. economy can be docu-
mented in a range of ways. While the U.S. enjoys a high average level of per 
capita income compared to other modern nations, this average masks large 
divergences of well-being for various populations within the U.S. Among 
modern, industrialized nations, the U.S. has the highest rates of poverty, par-
ticularly child poverty, even after accounting for all transfer payments. 
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The income gap has grown steadily over the past three decades despite 
some gains in the mid- to late-1990s.  The 20% of families with the high-
est incomes received almost 48% of all family income in 2000, while the 
20% of families with the lowest incomes received only 4.3%. In 1973 these 
percentages were, respectively, 41% and 5% .4 Disparities in income and 
wealth between races continue to persist and in some cases worsen. In 2004, 
the median income of black and Hispanic families was 62% that of white 
families. In 1973 the ratio was 58% for black families and 69% for Hispanic 
families.5  International measurements show that the U.S. experiences a very 
high level of income inequality among households when compared to other 
developed nations.6  

 The economic crisis of 2008 has renewed questions as to the es-
sential health of the economy, given large levels of private and public debt, 
�P�D�V�V�L�Y�H���W�U�D�G�H���G�H�¿�F�L�W�V�����W�Z�R���Z�D�U�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���K�L�J�K�H�U���H�Q�H�U�J�\���F�R�V�W�V�����7�K�H��
�V�K�U�L�Q�N�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���V�H�F�W�R�U���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���¿�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�O���H�V�W�D�W�H��
�V�H�F�W�R�U�V�²�E�R�W�K���Q�R�Z���G�H�À�D�W�L�Q�J�²�L�V���V�H�H�Q���E�\���V�R�P�H���W�R���F�R�Q�¿�U�P���U�H�D�O���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G��
threaten recent gains in the technology sector.7

 Several direct principles regarding tax, budget and welfare policy 
need to work together, particularly at a time when government rescue and 
stabilization need to be accompanied by substantial stimulus and redirection 
investments: 

1. Progressive taxation needs to be re-emphasized in the income tax, with investment  
     income taxed at a higher rate than earned income, tax shelters and tax havens  
     made less attractive and more regulated, and capital gains and inheritance taxes  
�����������P�X�V�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���W�H�P�S�H�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\����

2. Welfare measures, in addition to the Earned Income Tax Credit, need to make   
���������S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O�V���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���M�R�E���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J����
    together unemployed middle class and poorer citizens. 

 Ultimately social divisions threaten democracy itself.  When 
inequality of social power privileges some, while burdening and silencing 
others, the pattern is passed down to new generations, resulting in increased 
social tensions.  BudgetsÑthat deny government the funding needed to pro-
mote economic opportunity, favor the richest at the expense of the least, and 
�L�J�Q�R�U�H���W�K�H���F�U�X�P�E�O�L�Q�J���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�²�F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W��
the promise of democracy:  a government of, by, and for the people, all the 
people.

1  http://www.pcusa.org/washington/issuenet/hh-030612.pdf  This echoes the 1995 Presbyterian General Assembly urging to 
C�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���³�W�R���G�H�I�H�D�W���D�Q�\���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���W�K�D�W���E�D�V�H���E�X�G�J�H�W���R�U���G�H�¿�F�L�W���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V����
the needy, and the homelessÓ and to recommit to these programs . Minutes of the General Assembly, PC(USA), 1995, p. 718
2  ÒFederal Tax Reform,Ó General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church, 1977, p. 8
3  This section is indebted to Warren CopelandÕs And the Poor Get Welfare (1994).
4  Mishel, State of Working America 2006/2007, p.57
5  Mishel, p. 49
6  Mishel, pp.328-33
7 This is one of the contentions in Kevin PhillipsÕ Bad Money (2008); another of his books, Wealth and Democracy (2002), 
addresses the dangers of a Òsecond Gilded Age.Ó  
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... Just immigration policies that protect family unity,
safeguard workersÕ rights, require employer 

accountability, and foster international cooperation.

  Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 On a fence along Highway 59 in Victoria, Texas, there is an altar 
marking the site where 19 immigrants suffocated to death in the container 
of an 18-wheeler in May 2003.  It was one of the worst immigrant tragedies 
in U.S. history.  In the several years since, undocumented immigrants have 
been subjected to increasing pressure by Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE), but public debate often ignores morality and forgets words 
like those of Emma Lazarus in 1883: ÒGive me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free.Ó 

 The Old Testament describes the processes of migration from the 
time of Abraham, Òa wandering Aramean,Ó to the time of exile.  The text 
urges that we care for the sojourner in our midst.  We remember immigrant 
Ruth, who is included in the genealogy of Jesus. ÒIn the New Testament, 
�-�H�V�X�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿es with the stranger and emphasizes hospitality as one of the 
indispensable acts of discipleship.Ó1  The book of Hebrews suggests that we 
all are  Ò... strangers and exiles on the face of the earthÓ (11:13KJV) and that 
through hospitality, we may Òentertain angels unawaresÓ (13:2KJV). 

 The principles in the Social Creed recognize that most immigrants, 
legal and illegal, come to work, are often separated from their families, and 
are vulnerable to exploitation from employers who are unscrupulous or 
desperate themselves.  The ÒworkersÕ rightsÓ referred to include the rights 
of U.S. workers who are to some degree threatened by the presence of im-
migrants, especially those who are undocumented and less likely to protest 
ill-treatment.  The overall effect of immigration on economic opportunity 
for native-born U.S. citizens, especially the poor, is much debated.  At what 
point do communal social obligations apply when, in a given case, the 
exploitation of an immigrant group helps undercut prevailing wage levels 
and weakens unionization efforts? Similar questions hold for Òguest workerÓ 
programs.

 Historically, immigration laws have varied in how many immi-
grants to admit and from what countries.  U.S. and international law has 
distinguished between those seeking asylum based on fear of persecution 
and those who are economically driven. Both groups need fair and humane 
adjudication of their cases and respect for basic human rights.  The U.S. has 
a somewhat symbiotic history with Mexico in the use and frequent abuse 
of agricultural laborers; the ÒbraceroÓ program formalized this at one time, 
�E�\���Z�L�W�K�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���Z�D�J�H�V���I�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W���E�D�F�N���L�Q���0�H�[�L�F�R���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H��
Mexican laborers to return home.  The broad picture of economically-driven 
immigration can also be seen in the European Union; trade and aid policies 
can make for less desperation in developing countries, where social safety 
nets are very limited.  Climate change is expected to increase migration 
worldwide as some areas become too arid to farm or simply too close to 
rising sea levels. 
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Current Challenges and Choices

�� �6�L�Q�F�H���X�Q�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���F�R�X�Q�W�H�G�����L�W���L�V���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���W�R���N�Q�R�Z��
�K�R�Z���P�D�Q�\���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�������(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���U�D�Q�J�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������D�Q�G���������P�L�O-
�O�L�R�Q�������7�K�H���W�U�D�J�L�F���G�H�D�W�K�V���R�Q���7�H�[�D�V���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���������D�U�H���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���U�L�V�N�V��
�W�D�N�H�Q���E�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�R�P�H���K�H�U�H���R�X�W���R�I���G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�������7�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R��
�W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���O�D�E�R�U�����S�D�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�D�[�H�V�����F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R��
�W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�K�R���J�R���W�R���V�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���H�[�F�H�O�����W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�H�Z��
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�P-
�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�����J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V�����L�W���L�V���K�L�J�K�O�\��
�X�Q�O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���R�I���X�Q�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�H�S�R�U�W�H�G����

�� �3�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V���K�D�Y�H���F�D�X�V�H�G���D���E�D�F�N�O�R�J���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R��
�Z�L�V�K���W�R���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�H���L�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�H���O�H�J�D�O���Z�D�\�V�²�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���¿�O�H�G��
�E�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�U���8���6�����H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V���Z�K�R���Z�L�V�K���W�R���¿�O�O���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D�V�\�O�X�P���E�\���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V���À�H�H�L�Q�J���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���F�R�X�Q-
tries. 

�� �(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���E�\���W�K�H���8���6�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�E�V�R�U�E���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���R�I���E�R�U�G�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V����
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q���W�R�X�J�K�����O�R�Z���Z�D�J�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���P�H�D�W�S�D�F�N�L�Q�J�����)�H�D�U��
�R�I�����D�Q�G���G�L�V�U�H�V�S�H�F�W���I�R�U�����S�R�O�L�F�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V��to crime and underground 
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����%�R�U�G�H�U���I�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�����W�K�R�X�J�K���X�Q�G�H�Q�L�D�E�O�\���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���V�R�P�H��
�D�U�H�D�V�����L�V���D���V�L�J�Q���R�I���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�D�Y�R�F�����7�K�X�V���L�W���L�V���P�R�U�H��
�W�K�D�Q���W�L�P�H���W�R���X�S�G�D�W�H���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V���L�Q���D���K�X�P�D�Q�H���Z�D�\��

�����������5�H�I�R�U�P���W�K�H���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���G�H�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���V�R���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H����
�� �Q�R�W���L�P�S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�G���L�Q�G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\�����W�U�H�D�W�H�G���S�X�Q�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\���R�U���G�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�O�\�����R�I�W�H�Q������
�� �O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����E�R�U�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���S�D�V�V�S�R�U�W�V�����V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G������������������������������
 from their parents and put in foster care. 
������ �3�D�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D���³�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�D�J�H�´���Z�R�X�O�G���E�U�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���E�R�U�Q���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���M�R�E����
�� �P�D�U�N�H�W���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���Y�D�O�X�H���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�E�R�U���P�R�U�H�����(�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���U�H�D�O������
�� �V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G�����R�Q����
�� �D���O�D�U�J�H�U���V�F�D�O�H�����G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���³�S�X�O�O�´���R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����M�R�E���P�D�U�N�H�W��
������ �(�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���Z�R�U�N�D�E�O�H���³�S�D�W�K���W�R���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S�´���Z�L�W�K���D���I�D�L�U���Z�H�L�J�K�Wing of time spent  
�� �V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���O�H�J�D�O���V�W�D�W�X�V�����F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���8���6�����H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���D�Q�G���R�E�H�\�L�Q�J���L�W�V���O�D�Z�V�����D�Q�G����
�� �S�D�\�L�Q�J���¿�Q�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�����S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���R�X�W���R�I���O�R�V�W���S�D�\�U�R�O�O���W�D�[�H�V��
4. End gross discrimination in country quotas, such as that between Cuban and  
�� �+�D�L�W�L�D�Q���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���³�V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�´���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
������ �,�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���D�V�\�O�X�P���I�R�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���H�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U�H�G���E�\���Z�D�U�V���R�U���R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H����
�� �8���6�����E�H�D�U�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����V�X�F�K���D�V���,�U�D�T�L�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���K�R�P�H���D�U�H�D�V���R�U���� ��
 regions. 

�� �$���S�U�D�\�H�U���I�R�U���³�W�K�H���V�R�X�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�Q�H�V���Z�K�R���G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�D�W���W�U�X�F�N�´���L�V���D�W-
�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���D�O�W�D�U���I�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�����7�H�[�D�V�������:�H���M�R�L�Q���L�Q���S�U�D�\�H�U���V�R���W�K�D�W���Z�H���P�D�\��
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�D�W���³�L�Q�G�H�H�G���*�R�G���P�D�\���E�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���J�X�L�V�H���R�I���D���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���E�U�L�Q�J-
�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���K�H�D�U���R�Q�O�\���E�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�H�U���R�U���K�L�P���´2

1�����3�&���8�6�$���������������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���5�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���,�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
2�����7�K�H���W�H�[�W���R�I���W�K�D�W���S�U�D�\�H�U���F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q��Prayers for the New Social Awakening�����,�R�V�V�R���D�Q�G���+�L�Q�V�R�Q���+�D�V�W�\�����H�G�V���������������������S����������
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Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 Between the images of the chaos of Babel in Genesis and the new 
Jerusalem coming down from heaven in Revelation, there is a powerful yet 
simple image in Micah of a peaceful Zion where Òthey shall sit every one 
�X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���Y�L�Q�H���R�U���¿�J���W�U�H�H�����D�Q�G���Q�R�Q�H���V�K�D�O�O���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���D�I�U�D�L�G�´�����0�L�F�D�K��
4:4).  Here is seen much of the biblical promise of right living: that a person 
not build and another inhabit; that communities not be isolated from meaning-
�I�X�O���Z�R�U�N�������W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���I�X�O�¿�O�O���D���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���H�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�Q�J���W�U�D�Y�H�O����
and, that homes and communities should be free of violence and fear.

 This holistic goal of the Social Creed brings together the interdepen-
dent components needed for communities to survive: housing, jobs, and secu-
rity, all in a healthy environment. Effective public transportation is addressed 
�H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���³�D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���J�R�R�G���M�R�E�V���´���³�*�R�R�G���M�R�E�V�´���P�H�D�Q�V���M�R�E�V���Z�L�W�K���D�W��
�O�H�D�V�W���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���D�Q�G���G�H�F�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�I���Q�R�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R��
grow in oneÕs vocation and create worthy products or services that build up 
�K�X�P�D�Q���O�L�I�H�����³�3�X�E�O�L�F���V�D�I�H�W�\�´���P�H�D�Q�V���J�R�R�G���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�����O�R�Z���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���F�U�L�P�H�����D�S�S�U�R-
priate control of guns and other weapons, and freedom from fear. Historically, 
�K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���L�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�����³�D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H�´���Z�K�H�Q���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V���V�S�H�Q�G���Q�R���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��
30% of their income on housing costs. 

 �$���³�K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���Z�D�J�H�´���L�V���W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���D���I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H���Z�R�U�N�H�U���P�X�V�W���H�D�U�Q���W�R���D�I-
�I�R�U�G���W�K�H���I�D�L�U���P�D�U�N�H�W���U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���X�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�Q���D���X�Q�L�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���S�D�\�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q����������
of oneÕs income.  Nationally, the hourly housing wage in 2005 for a two-bed-
room unit was $15.78.  Yet 90% of renter households live in counties where 
�W�K�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���K�R�X�U�O�\���Z�D�J�H���Z�D�V���������������������L�Q�V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���W�R���D�I�I�R�U�G���V�X�F�K���D���X�Q�L�W��1

 �,�Q���'�H�W�U�R�L�W�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����D���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���Q�H�H�G�H�G���D���\�H�D�U�O�\���L�Q�F�R�P�H���R�I��
�����������������W�R���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�K�H���I�D�L�U���P�D�U�N�H�W���U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���X�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���D���E�D�V�L�F���W�Z�R���E�H�G�U�R�R�P��
apartment.   Yet, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that one-third of Detroit 
�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���H�D�U�Q�H�G���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���������������������W�K�H���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O���I�R�U���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I��
four; 47.8% of the cityÕs children lived below the poverty level. Nationally, 
600,000 families and 1.35 million children endure homelessness each year. 
 
 Until 2007, housing costs rose faster than wages. HarvardÕs Joint 
Center on Housing Studies estimates that, as a result, one-third of U.S. house-
holds were spending more than 30% of income on housing; more than 12% 
spend over 50% of income on housing; and 2.5 million households live in se-
verely inadequate housing. Millions of U.S. households were already cutting 
�G�R�Z�Q���R�Q���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V���W�R���P�H�H�W���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���F�R�V�W�V��2

  Current Challenges and Choices

�� �,�W���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���S�X�W���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���W�K�H�������������F�U�H�G�L�W���F�U�L�V�L�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���E�O�D�P�H�G���R�Q���³�V�X�E�S�U�L�P�H�´���P�R�U�W�J�D�J�H���O�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����E�H�I�R�U�H���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
possibilities for strengthening hurt communities.

���������6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J����
access to good jobs, and public safety. 
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 Internal migration within the U.S. tells us where sustainable com-
munities are perceived to be.  For more than a century, economic growth has 
been led by well-placed or well-planned cities encouraging development and 
drawing effectively upon surrounding regions.  As transportation and com-
munication costs decreased, a smaller number of cities came to overshadow 
most others, leaving parts of the country depressed and depopulating as other 
areas prospered.  Rural areas have generally declined in population, even 
where subsidies and favored crops or resources have allowed some to pros-
per.  In most cities, de-industrialization and lack of good jobs have left sub-
stantial Òinner citiesÓ impoverished, even as there has been some job growth 
in still-sprawling suburbs.  The inner city lack of revenue means poor schools 
and, with lack of access to good jobs and housing segregation, effective 
abandonment for poorer residents.  Increased homelessness, drug trade and 
other crimes are symptoms of communities in extremis; but the larger crime 
can be called Òstructural racism,Ó a color-coded pattern of severe poverty. 

 It is in this context that a disproportionate number, about 30%, of 
subprime home mortgages were made to African Americans, when up to half 
�P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���I�R�U���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���P�R�U�W�J�D�J�H�V���L�I���W�K�H�\���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U-
hoods.  Subsequent attention has focused on the ways subprime (actually 
higher interest and higher risk) mortgages were re-packaged into complex 
securities and then further mixed into highly leveraged ÒbetsÓ by eager 
investment bankers. The process started in the 1970s when usury lawsÑ
against exploiting the poor with ruinous interest ratesÑwere dismantled. 
(Other growth in the mega-banks is built on high interest credit card debt.)  
Accountability begins with the Federal Reserve and a mindset that down-
played the failures of Enron, Long Term Capital and lessons from Japanese 
�D�Q�G���E�U�R�D�G�H�U���$�V�L�D�Q���E�D�Q�N���F�U�L�V�H�V�������7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���S�U�R�¿�W�V���E�H�D�U���W�K�H��
greatest responsibility.

 Here are some policies to help local communities and governments:

1. Court-supervised renegotiation of all subprime mortgages, whether in foreclosure  
 or not. This is one way to redress predatory lending, particularly in the black  
 community.  Re-legislate interest maximums for all lending to prevent usury.

2. New housing subsidies targeted to affordable housing construction on previously  
     used land near public transportÑno further subsidies for sprawl.

3. Assistance to state and local governments contingent on plans and programs for  
 green energy, public transportation, new businesses, and use of abandoned land. 

4. Economic planning boards for all cities and states, tied to accountability for tax- 
 payer funds and earmarks, and including voting public representatives on the  
 governing boards of banks, utilities, and companies receiving public money.

������ �$���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���V�D�I�H�W�\���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���I�U�R�P���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���F�U�H�G�L�W����
 exploitation.

1 U.S. Census Bureau, see: www.census.gov
2 The Harvard Joint Center on Housing study, see: jchs.harvard.edu
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Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 God calls both individual public servants and the whole Christian 
community to political responsibility on behalf of the common good. The 
Bible describes the characteristics of wise and foolish rulers, tyrants and 
weaklings, and many in-between. The distinction between rulers and proph-
�H�W�V���L�V���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����7�K�H���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�L�F���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���V�W�D�Q�G���D�S�D�U�W��
from those in power forms the root of our much later concept of the divi-
sion between church and state.  It is clearly not a division between faith and 
politics, as faith has always motivated political activity.  Similarly, it is hard 
not to legislate morality, since members of our communions are inevitably 
motivated by Christian conscience, even when other interests are at work. 
Respect for individual conscience, informed by Spirit and scripture, underlies 
the commitment to Òone person, one vote.Ó Virtue in both leaders and citizens 
is to keep the broadest possible interest in view, and to resist corruption by 
particular interests. The task is not to deny that interest group politics exists, 
but to create structures of transparency and incentives for broader visions of 
national purpose and democracy itself. 

 Politics is considered a Òhigh vocationÓ because of the broad impact 
that public decisions have on a wider community.  It is as ÒhighÓ as it is most 
democratic and most in service to the common good.  Politics necessarily 
involves personalities and differing positions, but as a form of communal 
�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���I�U�R�P���R�U�G�H�U�O�\���D�Q�G���I�D�L�U���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Z�V�����2�Q�H��
of JesusÕ great reversals was his demonstration that Òwhoever wishes to be 
great among you must become as a servantÓ (Mk 10:43). This understanding 
stands near the beginning of the movement toward democracy over the last 
two thousand years, and acknowledges that all forms of democracy are still 
imperfect. 

 �6�R�P�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����K�D�Y�H���W�R���G�R���Z�L�W�K���O�L�P�L�W�V���R�Q��
the franchise: The original Constitution did not envision direct election of 
senators, voting by women, men without property, or African Americans. 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 marks the assertion of federal authority to 
defend people of color from discrimination in voting, but vote ÒsuppressionÓ 
methods, restrictions on voting times and places, and felon disenfranchise-
ment, still exclude African Americans disproportionately. Voting is largely 
t�K�H���S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���R�I���V�W�D�W�H�V�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���Y�R�W�H���R�Q���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��basis. 
Another holdover from earlier times, the Electoral College, is intentionally 
�X�Q�G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�����L�Q�À�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O�H�V�W���V�W�D�W�H�V�����F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D���I�R�F�X�V��
on Òswing statesÓ to the neglect of Òspectator states,Ó and sometimes over-
ruling the popular vote entirely. Fortunately, early and absentee voting lessen 
lines on election days.  Despite concerns over machine undercounts and 
computer glitches, there has been no repeat of the Florida 2000 debacle.

... Public service as a high vocation, 
with real limits on the power of private interests in politics.
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Current Challenges and Choices
 In campaigning and governance, the challenges of U.S. politics re-
late generally to the inverse proportion between money and participation. The 
�P�R�U�H���P�R�Q�H�\���L�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�²�P�R�V�W���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���L�Q���E�H�L�Q�J���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�X�Q���I�R�U���R�I�¿ceÑthe 
fewer persons can enter the process. The more monied interests can shape 
the debate on a given issue, the fewer options will be considered by the vot-
ersÑand by their elected representatives. When the political system is able to 
resist what may be termed Òthe power of market leaders,Ó a greater measure 
of fairness can result. 

 For politics to be a high vocation, power must be exercised with 
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\���D�E�R�X�W���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�����:�K�L�V�W�O�H��
blowers should not be retaliated against; rules for preserving documents 
�V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�������7�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�R�X�E�W�����:�K�H�Q���W�K�H�U�H��
�D�U�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿cant government failures, non-partisan investigations should be 
automatic. The Justice Department and intelligence services should be kept 
free of cronyism and corruption due to abuses such as selective prosecution 
and unwarranted investigation, cyber-tapping and the like. 

 The decision of the Obama campaign in 2008 to forgo public 
�¿nancing and raise approximately $700 million dollars poses new questions 
about campaign duration and dependence on donors (funds from lobbyists 
were declined by Obama but allowed by the Democratic Party). The usual 
�5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q���3�D�U�W�\���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���Z�D�V���W�K�X�V���R�I�I�V�H�W�����E�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H��������
month election cycle totaled almost $2 billion, much of it spent on televi-
sion advertising. Perhaps the long primary process, seen by some to give too 
�P�X�F�K���L�Q�Àuence to atypical early states, functioned not only to test and ÒvetÓ 
�W�K�H���¿nal candidates, but to help a black candidate become accepted. There are 
proposals that would start the process later, rotate the early primaries more 
fairly, and provide public airtime for major party representatives to introduce 
themselves and their plans. The internet provided many video clips, but the 
acceptance of public TV airtime could enable systematic questioning on key 
issues.

 �6�S�H�F�L�¿c policies to honor the Òone person, one voteÓ principle and 
increase voting levels include:
 
Making election day a legal holiday or weekend; restricting all contributions to 
political advertising or parties by government contractors as well as lobbyists; profes-
sionalizing the oversight of elections and re-districting by non-partisan, civil-service- 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�G���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���Q�R�W���K�H�D�G�H�G���E�\���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���R�U���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�����L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
reliability and audit-ability of voting machinery through paper trails; an interstate 
compact to vote all electoral votes for the winner of the popular vote (or removing the 
Electoral College outright); measures to make registration easier or more universal, 
including automatic return of voting rights to felons who have paid their debts to soci-
ety; completing the enfranchisement of District of Columbia residents. Some forms of 
voting may improve representation for minority views: ranked choice, instant run-off 
voting and proportional representation for multi-seat councils.

 For politics to be a high calling for everyone, however, it is not 
enough to improve structures. Civic virtues like honor and concern for the 
common good are crucial to the legitimacy of the process.  
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IN HOPEsustained by the Holy Spirit, we 
pledge to be peacemakers in the 
world and stewards of GodÕs 
good creation, by working for: 

IN HOPE
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�‡���$�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�L�P�S�O�H�U���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���� ��
�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K�����J�U�D�F�H���R�Y�H�U���J�U�H�H�G���L�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���O�L�I�H��
�‡���$�F�F�H�V�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���W�R���F�O�H�D�Q���D�L�U���D�Q�G���Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K�\���I�R�R�G������
�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�L�V�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\������
�‡���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���X�V�H���R�I���H�D�U�W�K�¶�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D����
�� �W�L�Y�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K����
�� �E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�V���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J���D�Q�G����
�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�R�V�W���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G����
�‡���(�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���D�L�G���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�V���O�R�F�D�O���� ��
�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�����F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���O�L�Y�H�O�L�K�R�R�G�V����
�‡���3�H�D�F�H�P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�X�O�W�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q����
�� �X�Q�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���I�R�U�F�H�����W�K�H���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�R�U�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���D����
�� �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�X�O�H���R�I����
�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�Z��
�‡���1�X�F�O�H�D�U���G�L�V�D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���U�H�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J����
�� �W�R���P�R�U�H���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H���X�V�H�V��
�‡���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���I�R�U���S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O����
�� �M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�V��
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Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 �*�R�G�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���J�L�I�W���W�R���X�V���L�V���R�X�U���O�L�I�H���L�Q���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q����
�*�R�G�¶�V���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���K�X�P�D�Q�V���Z�D�V�����D�Q�G���L�V�����W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���³�J�R�R�G���´���,�W�V��
�L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�O�O��
�V�W�R�U�\�����K�D�U�G���O�D�E�R�U���L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�����S�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���H�Q�P�L�W�\���D�U�L�V�H�����K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�I�I�H�F�W�V��
�W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���R�U�G�H�U�����)�R�U���P�R�V�W���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����V�X�E�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���O�H�Y�H�O���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H��
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���Z�D�\���R�I���O�L�I�H�����)�U�X�J�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���D�U�H���Y�L�U�W�X�H�V��
�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q���V�X�F�K���D�Q���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���J�O�R�E�D�O���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���D�U�H���W�K�H��
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���Q�R�Z���E�H�I�R�U�H���X�V��

 �2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����������\�H�D�U�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����K�X�P�D�Q���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����V�X�I-
�I�H�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���V�R�P�H���D�Q�G���J�R�R�G���I�R�U�W�X�Q�H���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�O���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���D���Y�D�V�W�O�\��
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P���R�I���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���D�F�W�X-
�D�O�O�\���Z�D�V�W�H�I�X�O���D�Q�G���G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���W�R���I�X�W�X�U�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�Q���W�K�H���(�[�R�G�X�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I��
�,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V���H�V�F�D�S�H���I�U�R�P���V�H�U�Y�L�W�X�G�H���L�Q���(�J�\�S�W�����P�D�Q�Q�D���L�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���J�L�I�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U-
�Q�H�V�V�����E�X�W���L�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���V�W�R�U�H�G�������,�Q���D���V�H�Q�V�H�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���K�R�Z���W�R���³�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F-
�W�X�U�H�´���P�D�Q�Q�D���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���P�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�W���X�S���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���L�W���D�Q�G���X�V�L�Q�J��
�R�Q�O�\���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G�������%�\���D�Q�D�O�R�J�\�����L�Q���R�X�U���P�X�F�K���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����W�K�H���H�W�K�R�V��
�R�I���D���O�L�P�L�W�O�H�V�V���³�P�R�U�H�´���Q�R�Z���S�R�L�V�R�Q�V���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H�����L�P�E�D�O�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���R�U�G�H�U����
�F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�Q�J���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���Z�D�Q�W�V�����L�Q�V�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���D�F�K�L�Q�J�O�\���S�R�R�U����

 �*�U�D�Q�W�H�G�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���X�Q�G�H�U-
�O�L�H���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�\���D�P�R�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�������7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���D�Q���D�U�L�G��
�G�H�V�H�U�W���D�U�H���Q�R�W���D�S�W���W�R���H�Q�M�R�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���R�I���O�D�W�H���V�X�P�P�H�U���F�R�U�Q���W�K�D�W���8���6����
�1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q�H�U�V���W�D�N�H���I�R�U���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G�������%�X�W���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���L�V���W�K�H��
�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���L�W���P�X�V�W���V�H�U�Y�H���X�V���D�O�O�����D�V���L�W���V�H�U�Y�H�V���X�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\������
�7�K�H���E�H�V�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�L�P�S�O�H�U���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H�V���L�V���W�R���V�O�R�Z���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���G�H�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����D�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�R���U�H�J�D�L�Q���V�R�P�H���R�I���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���U�H�J�H�Q�H�U�D-
�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���³�F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J�´���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�O�O�R�Z���R�W�K�H�U���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J�V�²�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�²�P�R�U�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���J�U�R�Z�����³�/�L�Y�H���V�L�P�S�O�\���W�K�D�W���R�W�K�H�U�V���P�D�\���V�L�P�S�O�\���O�L�Y�H���´��

 �7�K�H���Q�H�Z���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�V���X�V���W�R���P�D�N�H���P�D�Q�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\��
�Z�H���O�L�Y�H���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V�������&�K�D�Q�J�H�V���R�Q���D���O�D�U�J�H���V�F�D�O�H���D�U�H���E�H�V�W���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���O�D�Z�V��
�D�Q�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���E�\���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���R�U���L�Q�W�H�U�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�������%�X�W��
�L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���O�D�\���R�X�W���D���V�H�W���R�I���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G���W�R���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H������
�7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���&�U�H�H�G�¶�V���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���L�V���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G���¿�U�V�W���W�R���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U��
�F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�������,�W���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�����Q�R�W���P�H�U�H�O�\���Z�R�U�G�V�����$�Q�G���E�H�K�L�Q�G��
�W�K�D�W���R�X�W�Z�D�U�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���L�W�V���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G��
�R�I���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�G�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����U�R�R�W�H�G���L�Q��
�D���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���L�Q�Q�H�U���J�U�R�Z�W�K�«�´���6�L�P�S�O�H�U���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H���L�V���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���V�W�H�Z-
�D�U�G�V�K�L�S���W�K�D�W���V�K�R�Z�V���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I�����D�Q�G���F�D�U�H���I�R�U�����K�R�Z���R�X�U���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���D�I�I�H�F�W���*�R�G�¶�V��
�Z�R�U�O�G��

���������$�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�L�P�S�O�H�U���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H��
�H�Q�R�X�J�K�����J�U�D�F�H���R�Y�H�U���J�U�H�H�G���L�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���O�L�I�H��
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 Greed is an old false-friend of the human race, an exaggerated form 
of self-interest, and perhaps a less popular sin in light of the grandiosity that 
led to the current economic crisis. The juxtaposition of grace with greed says 
at least three things: that greed is still a sin, opposite the virtue of sharing; that 
there is a form of graciousness in our self-limitation to ÒenoughÓ; and that 
there can be cooperation as well as competition in economic exchange.

     Current Challenges and Choices

�� �3�H�U�K�D�S�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���F�K�R�L�F�H���L�V���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�L�Q�D�O�����:�H���F�D�Q���U�H�V�H�Q�W���E�H�L�Q�J���D�V�N�H�G���W�R��
�F�X�W���E�D�F�N�����Z�H���F�D�Q���V�D�E�R�W�D�J�H���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�O�L�V�W�V�����G�H�Q�\���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�����D�Q�G���U�H�V�L�V�W��
�V�K�D�U�H�G���V�D�F�U�L�¿ces. Or we can embrace the possibility of contributing to a better 
future, preserve species, and exercise our creativity in reducing our consump-
tion and disposal of resources.  In traditional spiritual terms, we can let the 
�Q�H�Z���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�V���R�I���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�V�F�H�W�L�F�L�V�P���P�D�N�H���O�H�V�V���U�R�R�P���I�R�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G��
more for Spirit, less gobbling up of experiences and more growing of friend-
ships, less consumption and more community, more hand-made and less strip 
mall.
 To reduce consumption, we can ÒstewardÓ our use of plastic and 
minimize the amount of non-biodegradable garbage we contribute to EarthÕs 
�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���V�S�D�F�H�������7�K�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���¿�Y�H���S�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���J�D�U�E�D�J�H���D���G�D�\����
with the United States producing more garbage as a country than China (four 
�W�L�P�H�V���L�W�V���V�L�]�H���������:�H���F�D�Q���³�U�H�S�D�L�U�´���D�Q�G���³�U�H�F�\�F�O�H�´���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�U�R�Z���D�Z�D�\���D�Q�G��
�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�����������F�D�U�V�����D�S�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�V�����I�X�U�Q�L�W�X�U�H�������:�H���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���D�J-
riculture, with fresh, less-processed foods, grown without pesticides and with 
care for maintaining healthy, fertile soil.  It is healthier for consumers, for the 
�V�R�L�O�����I�R�U���O�R�F�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�²�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�V���O�H�V�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\���H�Q���U�R�X�W�H���W�R���P�D�U�N�H�W����

 At a second level, we may begin to detach from Òconspicuous con-
sumptionÓ and ÒpositionalÓ goods, scaling down the footprint of our homes or 
the carbon footprint of our cars. Repositioning oneÕs imagination and refer-
ence groups may be a lot harder than saving shower water for the plants, but 
more grace may come.

 �&�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�W�H�Q���E�H�J�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���V�P�D�O�O���E�X�W���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���V�W�H�S�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V��
using ceramic rather than plastic coffee cups, recycling their paper, and buy-
ing fair trade coffee.  In the process they learn more about issues, solutions, 
�D�Q�G���G�L�I�¿culties.  It is an important educational experience, showing that some 
things are easier to do than we had imagined, others need to be done different-
�O�\�����D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���Q�H�Z���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���D�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���H�P�H�U�J�H�����(�D�F�K��
�F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�O�V�R���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���J�U�R�X�S���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K����
�,�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���O�H�W�V���V�R�P�H���R�I���L�W�V���O�D�Z�Q���J�R���E�D�F�N���W�R���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�U���G�R�H�V���P�L�Q�L�P�D�O���P�R�Z�L�Q�J����
�R�U���L�I���L�W���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�V���V�R�O�D�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�L�V�K���K�R�X�V�H�����R�U���S�X�W�V���X�S���D���E�L�F�\�F�O�H���U�D�F�N��
É these are acts of witness and evangelism. 

 �7�K�H���O�R�Q�J�H�U���W�H�U�P�����L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���H�D�F�K���V�W�H�S���Z�H���W�D�N�H���W�R���V�L�P-
plify leaves a little more of this one Creation for someone else who needs the 
ÒgoodÓ of it, and carries a little more of GodÕs promise that Òthe earth may yet 
be fairÓ (Sir Francis Bacon). 
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Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 One of the basic human rights is the right to have access to clean 
water, the foundation of life.  The biblical images of the Red Sea parting 
and baptism, of wells being dug and water drawn, of justice running down 
like a rushing stream and the river running through the new Jerusalem for 
the healing of the nations ... these are not polluted waters. Nor is the smoke 
�R�I���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�H�V���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I���D�L�U���S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�H�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�H�Q��
toxic, creates asthma on a large scale, and darkens the skies of the future. 
The biblical world presumes a natural goodness we must preserve, though 
we may now see GodÕs providential hand in the work of agricultural science 
and the green revolution. The Òwise careÓ spoken of here is not simply use 
and greater extraction. A new, more organic and wilderness-preserving green 
revolution is needed to provide the basics around the world. 

 In the U.S., this line of the Social Creed may suggest the Pure Food 
and Drug Act, the work of the Environmental Protection Agency, the state 
�R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���U�H�V�H�U�Y�R�L�U�V���D�Q�G���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���U�X�Q���R�I�I���I�U�R�P���I�D�F�W�R�U�\���I�D�U�P�V�����W�K�H��
blessings of catalytic converters, and now hybrid and all-electric vehicles. 
Yet, worldwide, 1.1 billion people do not have ready access to clean, potable 
water; this contributes to the preventable deaths of 1.8 million children each 
year.  Unsanitary conditions spread disease, contaminate food, and link to 
extreme poverty and high mortality rates. We are reminded of the obligation 
�L�Q���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���,�V�U�D�H�O���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���D���¿�H�O�G���R�U���D���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H��
poor and the sojourner (Lev 23:22; Deut 24:21). 

 To provide for the basics, and to ensure the appropriate technol-
ogy for long-term or sustainable development, United Nations agronomists, 
economists and others put together Millennium Development Goals (MDG).  
They speak to the interrelatedness of the factors for social progress. The 
�H�L�J�K�W���0�'�*���E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���W�R���������T�X�D�Q�W�L�¿�D�E�O�H���J�R�D�O�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���E�\���������L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V������
Among them:  all industrialized nations increasing their development aid and 
�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�R���E�U�H�D�N���W�K�H���V�F�R�X�U�J�H���R�I���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���E�\������������ 
 Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
 Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education
 Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
 Goal 4: Reduce child mortality
�� �*�R�D�O���������,�P�S�U�R�Y�H���P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K
�� �*�R�D�O���������&�R�P�E�D�W���+�,�9���$�,�'�6�����P�D�O�D�U�L�D���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V
 Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability
 Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development

It could be done. The simpler language of the Social Creed on this point is no 
less ambitious.

... Access for all to clean air and water and healthy food, 
through wise care of land and technology. 
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 Current Challenges and Choices

 The basic choices before all nations have to do with the role of 
government, not simply as protector, but as provider, especially in the case 
of water. Clean water, as a popular James Bond movie dramatizes, may 
become as contested a good as oil. Many cities and communities have pre-
1908 water and sanitation systems that are now challenged by increasing 
population, unpredictable weather, and faster consumption by new industries 
�W�K�D�W���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V�����,�Q���V�H�Y�H�U�H�V�W���I�R�U�P�����O�D�F�N���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U���P�H�D�Q�V���G�H�V�H�U�W�L�¿cation. 
Nobel prize winner Wangari MaathaiÕs Greenbelt Movement in Kenya plants 
trees around farms precisely to push the Sahara back. But water availability 
is also a matter of political climate.

 One of the economic/political mantras of our time is Òprivatiza-
tion,Ó even for the goods and services that are indispensable to human life.  
�$�U�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�V���P�R�U�H���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�����S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���Y�R�L�F�H�V���X�U�J�H���W�K�D�W��
water and other public services be transferred from governmental to private 
ownership. In other cases, seen in the widespread use of anti-environmental 
plastic water bottles, even ordinary water is marketed effectively, in part by 
implicitly discrediting public water. 

 To choose privatization is actually to look backwards.  During the 
19th century many of these services were provided by private corporations, 
chartered or licensed by governments.  Yet service was sporadic or inad-
�H�T�X�D�W�H���D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���D�U�H�D�V���Z�H�U�H���O�H�I�W���X�Q�V�H�U�Y�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���S�U�R�¿�W�V���W�R�R�N���S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�F�H���R�Y�H�U��
�K�X�P�D�Q���Q�H�H�G�������3�R�V�W�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���E�\���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V����
then municipalities decided to provide gas, water, and electricity.  Even 
when these necessary services remained in private hands, they were regu-
lated by governments through franchises and review of the rates that were 
charged.  During the 1930s, the federal government created the TVA to pro-
vide electric power to a large region and encouraged rural electrical coopera-
�W�L�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���X�Q�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�U�H�D�V�����,�Q���R�X�U���W�L�P�H�����L�Q���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D����
making water a commodity has made it inaccessible to many families and 
neighborhoods. Public protests have then led to the cancellation of privatiza-
tion programs. 

 But again, not all backward choices are wrong.  As the U.S. govern-
ment redevelops major public works programs, some directed at infrastruc-
ture and some at new green industries, wise care for land and technology 
comes to the fore.  If equitable land stewardship involves land reform in 
many parts of the world, as well as legal redress for those whose property 
rights are infringed, these same issues may face the United States.  Where 
�W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I���Q�H�Z���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���P�D�\���J�R���W�R���O�D�U�J�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V���P�D�\���S�U�R�¿t 
disproportionately from public initiatives and subsidies. The whole social 
ecology must be considered in such situations, and the MDG goals should 
guide:  with ready and free access to air and water, and the availability of 
good food from wise land use and distribution, the lives of many can be 
renewed.
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... Sustainable use of earthÕs resources, promoting alternative
 energy sources and public transportation, 

with binding covenants to reduce global warming and 
protect populations most affected.

 Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background
 Our call to action by God begins in Genesis 2:15, as humankind is 
placed in GodÕs good and wonderful Creation and charged with the freedom 
and responsibility to Òtill it and keep it.Ó  Implicit in this charge is the mutual 
dynamic of our right and ÒjustÓ relation to the earth and its creatures.  Yes, the 
�H�D�U�W�K���L�V���W�K�H�U�H���I�R�U���X�V���W�R���³�W�L�O�O�´���D�Q�G���W�R���X�V�H���D�V���D���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���I�R�U���R�X�U���I�R�R�G�����¿ber and 
necessary material goods.  BUT in return, we must Òkeep it,Ó giving back as 
good as we get, instead of depleting it without heed to the long-term conse-
quences to the earth Òthat is the LordÕs, and everything in it.Ó

 T�K�H���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���H�F�R���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����G�H�¿�Q�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���R�I���D�O�O���K�X�P�D�Q-
kind on a thriving earth, was not part of the 1908 Social Creed, written in the 
early days of the Industrial Revolution.  For the new Social Creed, after one 
hundred years of  industry and Òtilling without keeping,Ó the Creation is at a 
crisis point.

   Current Challenges and Choices
 A Lutheran ethicist writing for the Presbyterian Church distills the 
�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V������ÒIf the world takes a business-as-usual approach and 
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���D���I�R�V�V�L�O���I�X�H�O���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�D�W�K���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���¿�U�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\����
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projects current con-
centrations of greenhouse gases could more than quadruple by the year 2100. 
�$�W���W�K�L�V���U�D�W�H�����W�K�H���,�3�&�&���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���V�X�U�I�D�F�H���W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���Z�L�O�O��
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���������ž���&�H�O�V�L�X�V�����������ž���)�D�K�U�H�Q�K�H�L�W�����E�\���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���¿�U�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\��

 �7�K�L�V���U�D�S�L�G���U�D�W�H���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���U�D�L�V�H���V�H�D���O�H�Y�H�O�V�����H�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U-
�L�Q�J���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���O�R�Z���O�\�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V�����G�H�V�S�R�L�O���I�U�H�V�K�Z�D�W�H�U���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����Z�L�G�H�Q���W�K�H��
�U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�X�V���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V���O�L�N�H���P�D�O�D�U�L�D�����U�H�G�X�F�H���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
increase the risk of extinction for 25-30 percent of all surveyed species.A sub-
sequent report released by the U.S. Climate Change Science Program claims 
Ô[we] are very likely to experience a faster rate of climate change in the next 
���������\�H�D�U�V���W�K�D�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�H�H�Q���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����������������\�H�D�U�V���¶

 Those of us living in the United States have a unique moral responsi-
bility to change our energy consumption practices in the face of global climate 
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�����R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H��
for nearly 30 percent of the carbon dioxide emissions produced by the com-
�E�X�V�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�V�V�L�O���I�X�H�O�V���I�U�R�P�������������������������D�Q�G���Z�H���V�W�L�O�O���O�H�D�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J��
for 23 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions today. There is no question 
�W�K�D�W���D�V���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���D�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���P�X�V�W���D�F�F�H�S�W���L�W�V���P�R�U�D�O��
responsibility to deal with the negative consequences associated with fossil 
fuel consumption and global warming.



5353

 There are three important truths... First, the potential supply of re-
newable and alternative energy sources far exceeds the current and projected 
demand. God has truly furnished creation with energy in abundance. Neverthe-
less, the second truth is that our nation still relies heavily on fossil fuels and 
nuclear power to provide 93 percent of the energy we currently consume. We 
are not living sustainably in relationship with GodÕs creation. This leads to the 
third, sad truth: Our reliance on these traditional energy sources poses grave 
�G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���W�R���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����S�H�D�F�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����:�H���¿�Q�G���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�W��
a pivotal moment in history with regard to global climate change. Scientists 
warn that global greenhouse gas emissions need to be reduced 80 percent be-
low 1990 levels by the year 2050 in order to avert catastrophic consequences 
associated with global warming.Ó 1

Policy Directions:

 The World Council of Churches refers to the moral responsibility 
for past industrial contributions to global warming as Òecological debt,Ó and 
observes that its costs will hit many countries of the global ÒSouthÓÑwhich 
did not create itÑparticularly hard.  All countries, however, will need to join 
in binding covenants that build on the Kyoto Protocols, even if countries bear 
different dimensions of the burden of change.  The U.S. will need mandatory 
and aggressive legislation to reduce carbon emissions from all sources.  And 
the churches may need to insist that we are morally bound to take in refugees 
driven by already irreversible climate changes elsewhere in the world, even if 
our habits do change.

 �7�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���Q�D�P�H�V���³�D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
and public transportationÓ as areas for major change in our societyÕs energy 
footprint.  With the abject failure of the U.S. automakers to anticipate rising oil 
�F�R�V�W�V�����L�I���Q�R�W���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�G�I�D�O�O���S�U�R�¿�W�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���(�[�[�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��
oil companies from the nationÕs Òaddiction,Ó it is clearly time for serious public 
planning and policy changes, including:

1. Internalize all social and environmental costs related to greenhouse gas emissions into the  
 prices of fossil fuels;
������ �5�H�G�L�U�H�F�W���V�X�E�V�L�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���W�R���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���D�Q�G���H�Q�H�U�J�\���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P����
�� �I�R�V�V�L�O���I�X�H�O�����Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�R�Z�H�U�����D�Q�G���X�Q�M�X�V�W�L�¿�D�E�O�H���D�J�U�R���I�X�H�O�V��
������ �$�G�R�S�W���Q�H�Z���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����D�S�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�����D�G�D�S�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\����
 grid to encourage decentralized and distributed power generation;
������ �)�R�U���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����V�K�L�I�W���W�R���U�D�L�O���E�D�V�H�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���X�U�E�D�Q���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W����
 emphasizes mass transit;
������ �6�X�V�S�H�Q�G���D�O�O���Q�H�Z���F�R�D�O���¿�U�H�G���D�Q�G���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�O�D�Q�W���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�W�L�O���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���V�F�U�X�E�E�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�D�G�L�R����
�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�D�V�W�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G��
6. Revise U.S. national security policies that seek to control overseas oil supplies;
������ �(�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�Q�G���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���W�R���O�H�D�G���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���L�Q���I�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���F�K�D�Olenges. 2

 Through the grace of God, humans have been placed in this wonder��
ful Creation, with the freedom to share in its beauty and its abundance to meet 
our basic needs.  However, God also reminds us to save NoahÕs animals, and to 
ÒkeepÓ the earth when we ÒtillÓ it É that it may continually and fairly provide 
for many generations after this one. 

1 and 2 are both taken from The Power to Change: U.S. Energy Policy and Global Warming�����(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���6�X�P�P�D�U�\���R�I���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P��
�E�O�\���S�R�O�L�F�\�����S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���E�\���-�D�P�H�V���0�D�U�W�L�Q���6�F�K�U�D�P�P�����3�&���8�6�$�������������������S�R�V�W�H�G���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���I�X�O�O���I�R�R�W�Q�R�W�H�V���D�W���Z�Z�Z���S�F�X�V�D���R�U�J���D�F�V�Z�S��
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... Equitable global trade and aid that protects 
local economies, cultures and livelihoods.

  Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 ÒAlmost everyone is familiar with the power of the world mar-
ket system; yet the Christian tradition speaks of the whole earth as GodÕs 
householdÑÔoikoumeneÕÑfrom the same NT Greek word from which we get 
economics, ecology, and ecumenical.  Along with the many wonders of the 
microchip and instant communication, globalization also brings intensifying 
economic, technological, educational and political division among and within 
countriesÉ The biblical vision begins with Éone God creating one human-
ity, and includes GodÕs redeeming work in Christ reconciling across divisions 
É Martin Luther King Jr.Õs image of a Ôworld houseÕ was his version of the 
BibleÕs vision of a world made new and at peace.  We believe that the vision 
and values of the Ôworld houseÕ are more encompassing than those of the 
Ôworld market,Õ and we also remember JesusÕ warning that Ôno city or house 
divided against itself will standÕ (Mt 12:25).Ó 1

 Within this framework, the marketÕs key characteristics are its 
short-term bias and its need for serious regulation on both the national and 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V�������:�L�W�K���U�H�J�D�U�G���W�R���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W�����H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
�M�R�E�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���V�K�R�U�W���W�H�U�P���F�D�Q���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���O�R�F�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�������%�X�W���W�K�H��
�F�K�L�H�I���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�V���W�R���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���F�R�V�W�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���S�U�R�¿ts, 
which is not always in the best interest of local economies in the longer term.  
In the name of breaking down barriers to trade and investment, the World 
Trade Organization and international agreements such as the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), have limited the power of governments to 
regulate their own economies.  Under these agreements, corporations have 
challenged many laws enacted by governments to protect their people, their 
resources and environments, and the health of their economies.  The results 
have included harder working conditions, exposure to harmful substances, 
absorption of family farms by agribusiness and Òfactory farming,Ó destruction 
of local economies by global marketing, patenting of indigenous crop strains, 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���R�Q���J�H�Q�H�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���P�R�G�L�¿�H�G���V�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���F�K�H�P�L-
cals, and undocumented migrations of displaced people looking for work.
 With regard to the second market characteristic noted above, 
political scientists often call attention to an ironic fact: the same people 
who object to any treaty or agreement that gives new powers to the United 
Nations, international courts, and other such bodies have often been eager to 
compromise the power of local, state, and national governments to regulate 
economic matters. Without accountability, international trade agreements can 
constitute a massive transfer of sovereignty to corporations and to semi-secret 
partnerships established by the World Trade Organization.  In opposition to 
this trend, other voices insist on the right of sovereign countries to regulate 
�D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���P�D�W�W�H�U�V��
of food �V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����S�X�E�O�L�F���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J����
investment policies, intellectual property, and dispute resolution.  This is es-
pecially crucial in dealing with indigenous peoples, whose traditional wisdom 
deserves respect and who have the right to adapt to new situations in their 
own ways, not at the direction of global forces. 
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   Current Challenges and Choices
 The General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
issued a far-reaching statement, ÒCovenanting for Justice in the Economy and 
the Earth,Ó in Accra, Ghana in 2004. 2  It criticized the ideology of Òneoliber-
alism,Ó which encourages unrestrained competition and consumerism, private 
ownership without social obligations, and accumulation of wealth without 
regard to consequences, and sees governmentÕs role to be the protection of 
markets, not regulation of markets or promotion of economic justice.  In this 
document and the World Council of ChurchesÕ work on ÒPoverty, Wealth, and 
Ecology,Ó Christians around the world are asked to respond to the pleas of 
people long-silenced, taken for granted, or exploited for othersÕ gain.

 Christian mission co-workers, as they proclaim GodÕs love and invite 
�D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q�W�R���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�����R�I�W�H�Q���¿�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���O�R�F�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��
development as a tangible sign of what they are preaching.  Their work is 
sometimes assisted by Òmicrocredit,Ó offering small loans to local farmers and 
traders; the church-related international development cooperative, Oikocredit, 
has become a worldwide support to such activities.  

 �&�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���L�Q���P�R�U�H���D�I�À�X�H�Q�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���R�I�I�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���E�\���S�X�U-
chasing fair trade coffee, which guarantees a living price to producers, and 
Òsweat-freeÓ goods, which independent monitors have shown not to be pro-
duced in sweatshops.  Churches and Roman Catholic religious orders also join 
with the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility to engage in dialogue 
and witness with corporations about their practices and, if they are unrespon-
sive, to divest church funds.

 In addition to those actions by Christians and churches, here are 
several recommended policy directions:

1. To help build capital and reduce debt in developing nations, institute a small tax  
 on international capital transactions (the ÒTobinÓ tax) to discourage currency  
�� �V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P�V��
2. Make designated U.S. courts a venue for the enforcement of international law  
 and human rights cases involving corporations;
������ �,�Q�F�O�X�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���%�D�Q�N���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���¿�Q�D�Q�F�H������
 institutions a greater representation of less-developed nations;
4. Strengthen international labor, public health and environmental standards,   
 including the implementation of the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All  
 Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW);
5. Provide greater tariff assistance and debt relief to poor nations seeking a more  
�� �H�Y�H�Q���³�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���¿�H�O�G���´���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J��wholesale privatization of public goods. 3

 As we work with our brothers and sisters around the globe, let us 
heed the call to protect their livelihoods and cultures, as if they were our own.  
For in this new age of mutuality and global-connectedness ... they are, and we 
shall celebrate and value our differences as well as our commonality together 
in GodÕs created world. 

1 Just Globalization: Justice, Ownership, and Accountability, PC(USA), 2006, p. 6.
2 Accra Confession: www.warc.ch/documents/ACCA_Pamphlet.pdf.  See www.oikoumene.org for World Council resources.
3 Just Globalization, ibid.
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Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 “Blessed are the peacemakers,” Jesus says in the Beatitudes (Mt 5:9). 
Peace is pervasive in the blessing of well-being, or shalom, that is repeatedly 
pronounced by Jesus and the disciples.  Acts 10:36 sums up the whole story of 
Jesus as “the good news of peace.” In the Old Testament, peace often comes 
after a violent struggle related to idolatry. Idolatry, the worship of false gods, 
is linked to greed and injustice, thus the establishment of peace also restores 
justice.1  Jesus’ own “making peace by his cross” shows the deep cost of 
peace, as his life shows a deep coherence between his means and ends of love 
and reconciliation. 
 Thus peacemaking has been a Christian obligation from the begin-
�Q�L�Q�J�������6�R�P�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���E�\���E�H�L�Q�J���S�D�F�L�¿�V�W�V�����R�W�K�H�U�V���V�H�H���D���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���I�R�U�F�H����
though under clear rules of justice.  In our time the notion of “just war” has 
been completed by advocacy of “just peace,” for peace is not a mere absence 
of war or a precarious balance of power, and peace cannot endure for long 
without justice.  A basic link between the peace of Christ and acts of repen-
tance, restoration, and reconciliation can be seen in the way the announcement 
of the reign or kingdom of God comes with Jesus’ healing power.  That heal-
ing and release from oppression is the opposite of the violence on which every 
“domination system” depends.2 
 Multilateral diplomacy, ending the very personal terror that is torture, 
building up the community of nations, and basing it all on international law: 
these methods show a clear coherence with the goal of peace.  What is also 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���U�R�O�H���W�R�G�D�\���L�V���K�R�Z���W�K�H���E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�I���W�U�X�W�K��
telling, witness, confession, and forgiveness are being given practical applica-
tion among and within nations, as in the Truth and Reconciliation commis-
sions that are—still with suffering—asserting powers stronger than war. 
 Following the end of the Cold War, the churches initially hoped for 
a “peace dividend,” but despite a decrease in its rate of growth under Presi-
dent Clinton, the U.S. continued to expand its military expenditure and use its 
�³�V�X�S�H�U�S�R�Z�H�U�´���V�W�D�W�X�V���W�R���V�H�H���D���³�X�Q�L�S�R�O�D�U�´���Z�R�U�O�G�������7�K�L�V���P�L�V�M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���S�U�H�¿�J�X�U�H�G��
the missed opportunity to build on the world’s sympathy and solidarity with 
the United States after the September 11, 2001 attacks.  Instead, U.S. leaders 
embraced the action of “empire” declaring a “global war on terror.”3

 In the current context of wars begun in Afghanistan and Iraq in 
the wake of the destruction of the World Trade Center, almost all leaders of 
member communions in the National Council of Churches, and the leader-
ship of the Roman Catholic Church, opposed the Iraq war and have sought 
a responsible end to the U.S. occupation of that country.  The joint work of 
NATO in Afghanistan was more accepted, though the support given a dictator 
in Pakistan to assist in that struggle may now be seen as counterproductive. 

... Peacemaking through multilateral diplomacy rather than 
unilateral force, the abolition of torture, and a strengthening 

of the United Nations and the rule of international law.
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Overreliance on military force has dominated recent U.S. foreign relations, 
with threats of force issued against Iran for its purportedly civilian  nuclear 
program and tolerance of use of force by ally Israel in the maintenance of 
its occupation of Palestine.   In contrast, multi-lateral diplomacy has created 
treaties and reduced tensions in Northern Ireland, the Balkans, and along 
countless disputed borders.

    Current Challenges and Choices

 �³�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�´���L�V���D���M�X�V�W�L�¿�D�E�O�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�����E�X�W���L�W���L�V���E�H�V�W���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G��
through collective security forged in regional alliances and in the United Na-
tions. NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, has been stretched be-
yond the bounds of Europe, but it may yet provide a model for other regional 
alliances to deal with failed states, humanitarian disasters, and regional 
�F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V�������7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���Q�R�W���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���V�H�F�X-
rity through just peace, is the most comprehensive.  Its Security Council has 
�W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���D�G�M�X�G�L�F�D�W�H���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���L�W�V���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���D�Q�G���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
agencies have negotiated numerous international conventions, delegated 
peacekeepers and observers, developed targeted sanctions, and provided 
much development aid and emergency relief, despite the sometimes-repres-
sive governments in the U.N. membership. 

 Overall, the value of the United Nations resides in its capacity to 
focus attention and some resources on troubled areas and, through painstak-
ing diplomatic efforts, to build consensus and raise standards of behavior. 
Compared to the costs of wars such as Iraq (over $3 trillion when all is in-
�F�O�X�G�H�G�������L�W���S�D�\�V���W�R���S�D�\���W�K�H���8���1�����G�X�H�V���D�Q�G���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���L�W�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J��
and peace-building missions.4

 The U.N.Õs founding in 1948 was linked to the promulgation of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the foundation of many other hu-
�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V�������,�W�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G���E�\���H�F�X�P�H�Q�L�F�D�O��
church leadership.  The Social CreedÕs goals of ending torture and strength-
ening international law would help restore U.S. leadership for human rights 
generally and support the International Criminal Court in particular. The pro-
�S�R�V�H�G���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���*�X�D�Q�W�D�Q�D�P�R���%�D�\���S�U�L�V�R�Q���F�D�P�S���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�H�F�U�H�W���G�H�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
centers are good steps in this direction.

 Respect for international law prevents unilateral interventions and 
treats terrorism as a crime rather than an act of war. This approach encour-
ages international cooperation and diplomacy, institution-building, cultural 
exchange and economic development in the often weak countries where 
terrorists take refuge. Better governance and peace-building within particular 
states can then connect with the positive goals named earlier in the Social 
Creed.

1 This section draws on ÒTo Repent, To Restore, To Re-build, and To Reconcile,Ó a study paper of the Presbyterian Advisory 
Committee on Social Witness Policy, 2008.
2 This conception is drawn partly from the biblical analysis of Walter Wink.
3���*�D�U�\���'�R�U�U�L�H�Q����Imperial Designs: Neoconservatism and the New Pax Americana (NY: Routledge, 2004) documents the repeated 
public use of ÒempireÓ concepts by the initiators of the Iraq invasion.
4 Joseph Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes calculated the total war costs initially at $2 trillion and then revised it upward: The Three 
Trillion Dollar War (NY: Norton, 2008)
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... Nuclear disarmament and redirection of military spend-
ing to more peaceful and productive uses.

  Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 The Bible chronicles the rise and fall of empires far larger than Isra-
el, empires that overextended their reach in conquest and occupation.  Joshua, 
�6�D�P�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���'�D�Y�L�G���¿gure in stories of irregular and guerrilla warfare.  When 
the prophet Samuel warns the people about the consequences of choosing a 
king, he warns them of the costs they will bear: ÒHe will take your sonsÉto 
be his horsemen É to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and to make his 
implements of war and equipment for his chariotsÓ (1 Sam 8:11-12).  Jesus, 
much later, refers to kings needing to Òcount the costÓ required to do battle 
and urges them to sue for peace if the price of battle is too high.
 Every war has led to massive expenditures, not only of money 
(including long-lasting debt), but of human lives, through death, mutilation, 
emotional trauma, and disruption of social institutions.  This is true for the 
victors and the losers, military personnel and civilian populations.  In the face 
of such destruction, it is grotesque to consider war a useful investment on the 
part of any nation.  This is particularly true of nuclear war.
 Even when preparation for war is regarded as necessary for security, 
wisdom suggests that money also be directed toward more constructive
activities that can make the country more secure, with fewer negative con-
sequences.  An arms race diverts educational, technological, and productive 
energies away from pressing human needs.  It creates vested interests that 
use economic and political power to continue to develop weapons.  And it 
encourages nationalistic or religious ideologies that demonize other nations 
�R�U���J�U�R�X�S�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�\���W�K�H���¿�H�U�F�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V��
 Nuclear weapons systems are the top of the weapons pyramid and, 
in the United States, include costs in the Department of Energy and so-called 
ÒblackÓ budgetary itemsÑamounts kept secret for national security reasons. 
It should be noted that more of the federal budget for military systems has 
been going Òblack,Ó joining the only-estimated costs of surveillance and 
intelligence operations.  Some nuclear-weapon-related programs, like the 
technologically uncertain missile defense system or partially disclosed space 
militarization research and development, threaten to make obsolete all current 
treaties.
 The total military expenditure of the United States is only slightly 
less than that of all other nations combined and a large part of this is for 
weapons systems generally.  Another large cost sector is support for over 
750 military bases around the world, designed to allow Òforce projectionÓ 
anywhere in the world.  While attention has focused on the construction of 
�������³�S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�´���E�D�V�H�V���L�Q���,�U�D�T�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���À�R�Z���R�I���P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G��
support for personnel to bases of all sizes in over 100 countries: airbases, 
seaports, refueling stations, ordnance depots, testing sites.
 Current Challenges and Choices

 ÒEconomic ConversionÓ is the term given to retooling the industrial 
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basis of military production, and it faces strong resistance.  Because of the 
massive scale of military contracting, public spending in this area is often 
called Òmilitary Keynesianism.Ó  Powerful interests protect local bases, re-
gardless of military objective and stated opposition to government spending. 
Similarly, individual contractors have an enormous vested interest in major 
weapons programs being sustained by the government, prompting some 
countries simply to nationalize their primary military manufacturers to ensure 
transparency and control cost overruns.  At the same time, the U.S. govern-
ment also supports the export of weapons systems: U.S.-based companies ex-
port the largest amount of weapons in the world, often as part of our foreign 
aid packages, requiring purchase of U.S.-made material.

 President EisenhowerÕs name for this whole system was Òthe mili-
tary industrial complex,Ó and it is clearer than ever that reducing this entity 
will not only save billions of dollars for countless productive uses (often 
employing more people), but contribute to the worldÕs safety and security. 
Thus while policy considerations particularly include returning to treaties 
banning the testing and manufacture of nuclear weapons, it is most important 
to muster the will to change how our nation relates to the world. Let us hear 
more from General Eisenhower, in prophetic mode, as he left the Presidency 
on January 17, 1961:
 Down the long lane of the history yet to be written America knows that this world 
of ours, ever growing smaller, must avoid becoming a community of dreadful fear and 
hate, and be, instead, a proud confederation of mutual trust and respect.

 Such a confederation must be one of equals. The weakest must come to the confer-
�H�Q�F�H���W�D�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���D�V���G�R���Z�H�����������7�K�D�W���W�D�E�O�H�����W�K�R�X�J�K���V�F�D�U�U�H�G���E�\���P�D�Q�\��
�S�D�V�W���I�U�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���D�J�R�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���E�D�W�W�O�H�¿eld.

�� �'�L�V�D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W�����Z�L�W�K���P�X�W�X�D�O���K�R�Q�R�U���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�����L�V���D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�����7�R-
gether we must learn how to compose difference, not with arms, but with intellect and 
decent purpose. Because this need is so sharp and apparent I confess that I lay down 
�P�\���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���¿�H�O�G���Z�L�W�K���D���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�����$�V���R�Q�H��
who has witnessed the horror and the lingering sadness of warÑas one who knows 
that another war could utterly destroy this civilization which has been so slowly and 
painfully built over thousands of yearsÑI wish I could say tonight that a lasting peace 
is in sight. ...

 ...To all the peoples of the world, I once more give expression to AmericaÕs prayer-
ful and continuing aspiration:

 We pray that peoples of all faiths, all races, all nations, may have their great hu-
�P�D�Q���Q�H�H�G�V���V�D�W�L�V�¿ed; that those now denied opportunity shall come to enjoy it to the 
full; that all who yearn for freedom may experience its spiritual blessings; that those 
who have freedom will understand, also, its heavy responsibilities; that all who are in-
sensitive to the needs of others will learn charity; that the scourges of poverty, disease 
and ignorance will be made to disappear from the earth, and that, in the goodness of 
time, all peoples will come to live together in a peace guaranteed by the binding force 
of mutual respect and love.1

1 http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/farewell.htm
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    Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

 �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���P�D�Q�\���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���D�P�R�Q�J���&�K�U�L�V-
tians and between Christians and adherents of other faiths.  Even when 
�F�R�Q�Àicts do not lead to physical violence, the violence of fanaticism may be 
under the surface. Yet Christ resisted the spirit of violence even at his arrest.  
�7�K�H���*�R�V�S�H�O���R�I���-�R�K�Q���D�I�¿rms that God provided a presence, a witness, after 
JesusÕ death.  Many understand that witness to be the Spirit who touches every 
�K�H�D�U�W���R�U���F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�����&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�����U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���I�D�L�W�K���L�V���D���I�U�H�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O��
response to God, have pervasively come to reject compulsion, with churches 
�L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���F�O�H�D�U���D�E�R�X�W���F�K�X�U�F�K���V�W�D�W�H���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q����

 �7�K�H���8���6�����K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���S�O�X�U�D�O�L�V�W�L�F�����D�Q�G���L�W�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���L�V��
�F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�������2�W�K�H�U���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�����H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K���D���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��
�X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�����D�U�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���W�R���D���Q�H�Z���G�H�J�U�H�H�����D�Q�G���L�Q���V�R�P�H��
�F�D�V�H�V�����D�V���D���P�D�M�R�U���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�������7�R���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���F�O�D�L�P���D���V�W�D�W�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G���G�H�Q�\���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���O�L�E�H�U�W�\���R�U���F�L�Y�L�O���I�U�H�H�G�R�P�V���W�R���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���I�D�L�W�K�V�����W�K�H��
�8���6�����W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�P�R�Q�J���I�D�L�W�K�V���F�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���W�R�O�H�U-
�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q�W���P�R�U�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�����D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���5�L�J�K�W�V���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����&�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���D�Q�G��
�V�\�Q�D�J�R�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���K�H�O�G���L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�L�W�K���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���R�Q���7�K�D�Q�N�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���0�D�U�W�L�Q��
�/�X�W�K�H�U���.�L�Q�J���'�D�\���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���L�Q�Y�L�W�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�R�V�T�X�H�����+�L�Q�G�X���D�Q�G��
�%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W���W�H�P�S�O�H�V�����H�W�F�������1�R�W���D�O�O���8���6�����F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���V�X�F�K���Q�H�Z�F�R�P�H�U�V�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�L�V���R�Q�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�L�J�Q�V���R�I���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���F�R�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���P�X�W�X�D�O���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���D�U�H���L�P�S�R�U-
tant, but on a personal level, the vast majority of persons of different faiths 
�¿�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���S�H�D�F�H�D�E�O�\��

  Current Challenges and Choices

 �0�X�W�X�D�O���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���I�R�U���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W-
�L�Q�J���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�������,�W���D�O�V�R���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���E�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�����2�Q���D���J�O�R�E�D�O��
�O�H�Y�H�O�����W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���D�P�R�Q�J���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V�����0�X�V�O�L�P�V�����D�Q�G���-�H�Z�V���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\��
�U�H�D�O�����-�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���S�H�D�F�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�UÕs 
�I�D�L�W�K���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�������5�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I��
faith: persecution does not honor God.  The Social Creed is clearly an ecu-
�P�H�Q�L�F�D�O���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�������<�H�W���L�W���H�Q�G�V���R�Q���D�Q���D�S�S�H�D�O���I�R�U���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�D�N�H���R�I���R�X�U���V�K�D�U�H�G���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���R�X�U���V�K�D�U�H�G���S�O�D�Q�H�W�����S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\���R�X�W���R�I��
�J�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R���*�R�G���D�Q�G���R�X�U���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�R���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�F�U�H�D�W�H���D���M�X�V�W�����V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���I�X�W�X�U�H�������1�R���V�L�Q�J�O�H���I�D�L�W�K���F�D�Q���D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K��
this. 
 Within the Christian family, we celebrate the unity of the commu-
nions in the councils and conferences of churches around the world.  We are 
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���E�\���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�������:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G��
�V�S�H�D�N�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���I�U�R�P���D�Q�G���W�R���8���6�����&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�����L�W���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R��
�Z�R�U�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�D�N�H���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V��oikoumene.  As Christ was Òa man for 
others,Ó so the churches offer their witness and service for the world God 
continues to love. 

���������&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���I�R�U���S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
�M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�V��
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In this spirit we lift up a Òcompanion litanyÓ of the United Methodist 
�&�K�X�U�F�K�����G�R�Q�H���D�O�V�R���W�R���P�D�U�N���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�Q�Q�L�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�����W�R���E�H��
shared in the joint work of our churches together.

 2008 UNITED METHODIST COMPANION LITANY 
TO THE SOCIAL CREED*  

 �*�R�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�S�L�U�L�W���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���L�Q���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W��
�� �F�D�O�O�V���X�V���E�\���J�U�D�F�H��
  to be renewed in the image of our Creator,
  that we may be one
  in divine love for the world.
 
 Today is the day
 God cares for the integrity of creation,
           wills the healing and wholeness of all life,
           weeps at the plunder of earthÕs goodness. 
 And so shall we.

 Today is the day
�� �*�R�G���H�P�E�U�D�F�H�V���D�O�O���K�X�H�V���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\��
������������������ �G�H�O�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�Q�G���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
���������������� �I�D�Y�R�U�V���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V��
 And so shall we.

 Today is the day
���� �*�R�G���F�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�D�V�V�H�V���R�I���V�W�D�U�Y�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H��
    �G�H�V�S�L�V�H�V���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�\���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���U�L�F�K���D�Q�G���S�R�R�U��
          demands justice for workers in the marketplace.
 And so shall we.

 Today is the day
�� �*�R�G���G�H�S�O�R�U�H�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���R�X�U���K�R�P�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�H�W�V��
�������������������� �U�H�E�X�N�H�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���Z�D�U�U�L�Q�J���P�D�G�Q�H�V�V��
�������������������� �K�X�P�E�O�H�V���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���D�Q�G���O�L�I�W�V���X�S���W�K�H���O�R�Z�O�\��
 And so shall we.

 Today is the day
�� �*�R�G���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���W�R���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���S�H�D�F�H��
�������������������� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���P�H�U�F�\���H�P�E�U�D�F�H����
�������������������� �H�[�X�O�W�V���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�O�I���J�U�D�]�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�D�P�E��
 And so shall we.

 Today is the day
 God brings good news to the poor,
         proclaims release to the captives,
       gives sight to the blind, and
      sets the oppressed free.
 And so shall we.

����$�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�������������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W���&�K�X�U�F�K�����0�D�\��������������������
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Questions for Study and Discussion

 
 �,�Q���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�����V�R�P�H���K�D�Y�H���¿�U�V�W���D�V�N�H�G���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���W�R���L�G�H�Q-
�W�L�I�\���N�H�\���L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���I�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���H�W�K�L�F�V�����R�U���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���G�H�¿ne Òlife 
in abundanceÓ (from both a personal and communal perspective).  Others 
�K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�H�G���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���R�U�L�J�L�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���E�D�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�I�¿rmations, 
�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�L�O�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H��
�P�D�W�W�H�U�V�������7�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���L�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���X�V���¿�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H�G���Y�D�O�X�H�V���D�Q�G��
�R�X�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���Z�D�\�V���W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���R�I���H�D�F�K���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�R���I�H�H�O���D��
call to action.  A ÒsocialÓ creed is meant to foster change-creating conver-
�V�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���K�D�S�S�H�Q���Q�H�[�W���L�Q���R�X�U���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����R�X�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���R�X�U��
�Z�R�U�O�G��

1.  Is there a value in having a short summary of Christian social teaching?   
 Do people considering the truth of Christianity care about its commit- 
�� �P�H�Q�W���W�R���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�"�����,�V���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���S�D�U�W���R�I���H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�P�"

���������:�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���D���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���³�S�U�R�S�K�H�W�L�F�´�"�����'�R�H�V���L�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���F�D�U�U�\���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W����
�� �D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���G�H�Q�X�Q�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�U�R�Q�J�G�R�H�U�V�����O�L�D�U�V���D�Q�G���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�R�U�V�"�������6�H�H���/�X�N�H����
 17 and  Mt 23.)  Does it also need ÒpathosÓ or a feeling for the fate   
 of those judged responsible for the suffering of others?  Especially in its  
 opening and closing paragraphs, does the Social Creed contain too much  
 positive ÒannunciationÓ of a better future?  Were the prophets more   
 �U�H�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���D�E�R�X�W���V�R�F�L�D�O���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���R�Y�H�U���S�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�U�D�Jedy? 
 
���������'�R�H�V���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�H�W����
�� �R�I���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���O�D�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H����
 document?  Are some rights and concerns left out?  (Which ones Ñ and  
 are some implied, if not stated?)

���������6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�����R�W�K�H�U�V���D�U�H���S�R�O�L�F�\����
 directions. They are designed to help apply Christian ethics to enduring  
�� �D�Q�G���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�������$�U�H���V�R�P�H���W�R�R���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���R�U���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�"�����7�R�R���W�L�P�H����
 bound?  Too practical?

���������,�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���V�H�W���R�I���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V����In Love, community needs and action),  
�� �W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O���W�K�H�P�H���E�H�J�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���K�X�P�D�Q���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���I�U�D�P�H����
�� �Z�R�U�N���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���J�R�R�G�������,�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q����In Faith, what individu- 
 als need to care for themselves�������V�S�R�N�H���P�R�U�H���R�I���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���� ��
�� �G�L�J�Q�L�W�\�����W�K�L�V���R�Q�H���V�S�H�D�N�V���P�R�U�H���R�I���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�²�E�X�W���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O����
�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�������+�R�Z���P�X�F�K���L�V���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K����
�� �R�X�W�"�����$�U�H���W�K�H�V�H���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R�R���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���R�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�R�O�H�"
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���������7�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���V�H�W���R�I���D�I�¿���U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V��(In Hope, working together to take care of the  
world�����Z�R�X�O�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���U�X�O�H���R�I���O�D�Z���L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������*�L�Y�H�Q����

�� �W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Z�H�D�N���R�U���³�I�D�L�O�H�G�´���V�W�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K���K�L�J�K���U�D�W�H�V���R�I���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H����
�� �D�Q�G���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�����L�V���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R�R���K�R�S�H�I�X�O�"���&�D�Q���W�K�H�U�H���E�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���G�H�Y�H�O����
�� �R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�"

������ �7�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�V���W�R���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���I�R�U�F�H�����W�K�R�X�J�K����
�� �L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���S�D�F�L�¿���V�W���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�������:�K�D�W���F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���³�K�D�U�G�´���R�U������
�� �³�V�R�I�W�´���R�U���³�V�P�D�U�W�´���S�R�Z�H�U���G�R���\�R�X���I�D�Y�R�U�"�����*�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U����
�� �H�V�W�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V�����K�R�Z���Z�R�X�O�G���\�R�X�U���S�D�U�W���R�I����
�� �W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���V�W�D�U�W���³�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�´�"

8�������7�K�H���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���V�S�H�D�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���Y�L�U�W�X�H�V���R�U���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V���R�I���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���Q�H�F�H�V����
�� �V�D�U�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�R�W�K���F�K�X�U�F�K���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�������:�K�D�W���D�U�H���W�K�H������
�����������V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O���J�L�I�W�V�"�����+�R�Z���G�R���Z�H���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H���³�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���R�I����
�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�´�"�����'�R���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���E�D�V�L�F�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�H���P�H�W���I�R�U���P�R�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H����
�� �E�H�Q�H�¿���W�V���R�I���V�K�D�U�H�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�"

9�������7�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���$�F�F�U�D���&�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���R�I��������
�� �5�H�I�R�U�P�H�G���&�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����:�H�D�O�W�K�����(�F�R�O�R�J�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�I���W�K�H����
�� �:�R�U�O�G���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�I���&�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�������7�K�H�V�H���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���V�H�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\����
�� �D�Q�G���W�R�O�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���G�L�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�����D�Q�G���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�Q�D�L�U�H���³�I�U�H�H������
�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�´���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\���M�X�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�������,�V���L�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���X�V���W�R���O�R�R�N����
�� �D�W���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���E�\���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���I�U�R�P���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�"����
   
10���7�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G���S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�R���P�D�Q�\���O�D�U�J�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���E�X�W���L�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���E�H����
�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�������,�V���L�W���P�R�U�H���U�D�G�L�F�D�O���R�U���U�H�I�R�U�P�L�V�W�"�����'�R�H�V���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F����
�� �W�L�R�Q���P�D�W�W�H�U�"�����,�V���L�W���P�R�U�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���L�Q�F�D�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�"

�������:�K�D�W���U�R�O�H�V���G�R���\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���S�O�D�\���L�Q���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���U�H����
�� �V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�"�����/�H�W�W�H�U�V���W�R���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�R�U�V���R�U���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���E�H�I�R�U�H����
�� �O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���E�R�G�L�H�V�"�����&�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V�"�����&�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���S�D�V�W�R�U�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�"������
�� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�"��
   
�������+�R�Z���P�L�J�K�W���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�U�L�V�L�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����R�U����
�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�����W�R���W�K�H���D�I�¿���U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O���&�U�H�H�G�"�����$�U�H���W�K�H�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿���F����
�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�\���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���Q�H�Z���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���L�W�"

Does your church have a bike rack?  Did your youth group build it?  Do you have a 
garden for the local food pantry?  The following page will direct you to additional 
�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�X�G�\���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����D�O�V�R���O�L�V�W�H�G���R�Q���S�D�J�H���������W�K�D�W���\�R�X���P�D�\���¿���Q�G���X�V�H�I�X�O���L�Q��
�F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���O�L�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�I�¿���U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�F�L�D�O��
Creed.  As individual study groups and congregations explore and discuss this historic 
document, we expect these web-based platforms to evolve, and to grow.  We welcome 
your thoughts, suggestions and sharing of Òin�F�U�H�H�GibleÓ stories as you reach out to 
the world ... 
      in faith, in love and in hope.
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View this 28-minute DVD, 
and find resource materials for 
further study and discussion of 

the Social Creed at:
www.pcusa/acswp/
socialcreed.htm

www.hudrivpres.org

www.ncccusa.org

Bulletin inserts, posters, related books, translations, and more ...

Details on page 4


