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We deem it the duty of all Christian people to concern themselves
directly with certain practical industrial problems. To us it seems that
the churches must standN

$)RU HTXDO ULJKWYV DQG FRP SO HRQH NRX \OM LK
$)RU WKH ULJKW RI DOO PHQ WR WKH PSSRL
HYHU WR EH ZLVHO\ DQG VWURQJOQWW IRIN X
HYHU\ NLQG

$)RU WKH ULJKW RI ZRUNHUV WR WRBM BURM
UHVXOWLQJ IURP WKH VZLIW FULVHV RI UQc
$)RU WKH SULQFLSOH Rl FRQFLOIOD@WILRVHRY
$)RU WKH SURWHFWLRQ RI WKH ZRUNHU IUR
GLVHDVH LQMXULHV DQG PRUWDOLW\

$)RU WKH DEROLWLRQ RI FKLOG ODERU
$)RU VXFK UHJXODWLRQ RI WKH FRIG VW LIRRQ
WKH SK\WVLFDO DQG PRUDO KHDOWK RI WKH
$)RU WKH VXSSUHVVLRQ RI WKH *VZHDWLQJ
$)RU WKH JUDGXDO DQG UHDVRQDEWR WHES X
ORZHVW SUDFWLFDEOH SRLQW DQGZKRE KWK
FRQGLWLRQ RI WKH KLIKHVW KXPDQ OLI
$)RU D UHOHDVH IURP HPSOR\PHQW RQH GD'
$)RU D OLYLQJ ZDJH DV D PLQLPXP KLY K )
ZDJH WKDW HDFK LQGXVWU\ FDQ DIIRUG
$)RU WKH PRVW HTXLWDEOH GLYLKIDL\RF RQ WX
PDWHO\ EH GHYLVHG

$)RU VXLWDEOH SURYLVLRQ IRU WWHKROGLD.
SDFLWDWHG E\ LQMXU\

$)RU WKH DEDWHPHQW RI SRYHUW\

To the toilers of America and to those who by organized effort are
seeking to lift the crushing burdens of the poor, and to reduce the ha
ships and uphold the dignity of labor, this Council sends the greeting
human brotherhood and the pledge of sympathy and of help in a cause
which belongs to all who follow Christ.



Preface and Invitation:

ANEW SOCIAL CREED
FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

In our time of economic crisis, the churches have an ans
a constructive vision of the directions needed for a fairer society al
healthier world. This non-doctrinal Social Creed is a positive frame
for needed new thinking and action by individuals, institutions and g
ernment itself, all of which are called to serve the common good. It
bodies the prophetic heart for justice, which insists that all persons
be treated equally and that societies are judged by how they treat
weakest members.

'"HYHORSHG EHIRUH WKH ¢ QDQFLDO
Social Creed adopted by the National Council of Churches and the
byterian Church (U.S.AWas already clear that a new track was need
It recognizes that our previous path has been unsustainable, foraxiofa
ZHOO DV ¢( QDQFLDO UHDVRQV ,W DOVR
that for Christians, change needs to be grounded in the redemptive
and power of the Gospel.




Individuals, congregations, and communions are all invited to

support this ecumenical Social Creed. This booklet explains the think-
LQJ EHKLQG HDFK RI WKH DIl¢ UPDWLRQV
FKXUFK FRPPLWPHQW WR D MXVW VRFLD
WKH ¢ UVW 36RFLDO &UHHG” DGRSWHG LQ
SHRSOH RI IDLWK D VKRUW SXQFK\ VWD
ZRUOG WRGD\ W LV DSSOLHG &KULVWLD(
WLFH ZKDW ZH SUHDFK

7KH ELEOLFDO PHVVDJH LV QRW DE
and resurrection. It is this grounding that helps us stand for the abun-
dant life that Jesus of Nazareth preached and lived. The kingdom or
FRPPRQZHDOWK RI *RG WKDW KH HPERGL
XSVLGH GRZQ DQG FUHDWHG D QHZ FRPP
HTXDOLW\ LQ WKH 6SLULW

,Q OLJKW RI -HVXVYT FRXUDJH DQG U
WR EH WKH NLQG RI SHUVRQV ZKR GR QR
cial and ecological chaos. The era of unlimited consumption and ac-
FXPXODWLRQ LV RYHU EXW D PRUH FRRS$!
7KH YLVLRQ RI WKH &KXUFK LV QRW EDV
its short-term biases, the reduction of human motivation to self-inter-
HVvwW DQG LWV WROHUDQFH IRU HQRUPRX
LV PRUH FRPPXQLWDULDQ UHDI¢ UP kr@d
GHPRFUDWLF DFFRXQWDELOLW\ IRWJRY

This booklet points to a politics of annunciation found in the
opening and closing paragraphs of the Social Creed and its Trinitarian
IUDPHZRUN 7TKRVH WKUHH VHFWLRQV D
DQG JOREDO UHVSRQVLELOLW\ ,Q DIl¢ UIP
ZKR LV ERWK SDERYH SDUWLVDQVKLS DQQC
(GZzDUG /RQJ 1R SROLWLFDO IRUPXODWLF
QHZ UHVSRQVLELOLWLHYVY WKDW ZH DOO
*RGYV FKLOGUHQ DUH WR LQKHULW D EH

‘H KRSH WKDW PRUH LQ G kbSri¥ccath[ SO
UHDGHU WR ¢ QG D SHUVRQDO FDOO WR [D
GLVFXVVLRQ ZLOO KHOS HYHU\RQH VHH
OHQJH DQG FAXD GDIY ZBEQW® IRU VKDUHG FHO
*RG DOUHDG\ SUHVHQW LQ WKLV ZRUOG



A Socid Creed for the Twenty-First Century

We Churches of the United States have a message of hope for a f
time. Just as the churches responded to the harshness of early 20th Ce
industrialization with a prophetic OSocial CreedO in 1908, so in our ¢
globalization we offer a vision of a society that shares more and cons
less, seeks compassion over suspicion and equality over dominatio
¢ QGV VHFXULW\ LQ MRLQHG KDQGV UDWK
vision of a Opeaceable kingdom,O we honor the dignity of every persc
the intrinsic value of every creature, and pray and work for the day
QRQH SODERU LQ YDLQ RU EHDU FKLOGU
so as disciples of the One who came Othat all may have life, and
DEXQGDQWO\" -RKQ DQG VWDQG L(Q
ZKR VWULYH IRU MXVWLFH DURXQG WKH

In faith, responding to our Creator, we celebrate the full humanit
each woman, man, and child, all created in the divine image as indivif
RI LQ¢ QLWH ZRUWK E\ ZRUNLQJ IRU

¥ )XOO FLYLO SROLWLFDO DQG HFRQRPL
T $SEROLWLRQ RI IRUFHG ODERU KXPDQ
children.

f (PSOR\PHQW IRU DOO DW D |D PKeguaMzyw
for comparable work.

¥ 7KH ULJKWV RI ZRUNHUV WR RUJDQL]H
and productivity growth.

Ff 3URWHFWLRQ IURP GDQJHURXYV @8 LENd@
to enable fulfamily life.

f$ VIVWHP RI FULPLQDO UHKDELOLWDWL
end to the death penalty.

In the love LQFDUQDWH LQ -HVXV GHVSLWH
ZH KRQRU WKH GHHS FRQQHFWLRQV ZLWK
HQ D QHZ VSLULW RI FRPPXQLW\ E\ ZRUN

I SEDWHPHQW RI KXQJHU D Q GSRROY_H U MN
the most vulnerable.

I +LJK TXDOLW\ SXEOLF HG X rRfiowddbRr@ndR U
accessible healthcare.

T $Q HIIHFWLYH SURJUDP R NeBsk-didalalityrd F X
old age.




17D DQG EXGJHW SROLFLHV WKDW UHGXF
VWUHQJIJWKHQ GHPRFUDF\ DQG SURYLGH}JI
ZLWKLQ WKH FRPPRQ JRRG

¥ -XVW LPPLJUDWLRQ SROLFLHVY WKDW SURV
ULJKWV UHTXLUH HPSOR\HU DFFRXQWDEL
FRRSHUDWLRQ

F 6XVWDLQDEOH FRPPXQLWLHY PDUNHG EN L
MREV DQG SXEOLF VDIHW\

¥ 3XEOLF VHUYLFH DV D KLJK YRERIMHR®RI|BLIL
YDWH LOQOWHUHVWY LQ SROLWLFV

Inhope VXVWDLQHG E\ WKH +RO\ 6SLULW Z
ZRUOG DQG VWHZDUGV RI *RGYV JRRG FU

O in

$ $SGRSWLRQ RI VLPSOHU OLIHVW\OHV IRUHW
JUHHG LQ HFRQRPLF OLIH

$ $FFHVV IRU DOO WR FOHDQ DLU DQG ZDWF
FDUH RI ODQG DQG WHFKQRORJ\

$ 6XVWDLQDEOH XVH RI HDUWKYTV UHVRXUFF
VRXUFHV DQG SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRO
JOREDO ZDUPLQJ DQG SURWHFW SRSXOL

+ (TXLWDEOH JOREDO WUDGH DQG BXG WHIDH
DQG OLYHOLKRRGYV

+ 3HDFHPDNLQJ WKURXJK PXOWLODMHL®D @ (¢
IRUFH WKH DEROLWLRQ RI WRUQWWHG DR @
DQG WKH UXOH RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO OD?

$+ 1IXFOHDU GLVDUPDPHQW DQG UHGRUHFWIL]I
SHDFHIXO DQG SURGXFWLYH XVHV

+ &RRSHUDWLRQ DQG GLDORJXH IRWDBRQBE
WKH ZRUOGYTV UHOLJLRQV

‘HZLQGLYLGXDO &KULVWLDQV DQG FKXUFKH
Rl SHDFH DQG IUHHGRP WKDW HPEUDFHV QF
VXUHV WKH HQYLURQPHQW DQG EXLOGV/FI
LOQQHU JURZWK ZLWK RXWZDUG DFWLRQ
PHPEHUV RI &KULVW{V ERG\ OHG E\ WKH [R(
PDNHY DOO WKLQJV QHZ



The Social Creed of the Churches, endorsed in 1908 by the Fed
eral Council of Churches, was their pledge to work together for a,better
fairer, more faithful United States. One hundred years ago, the explosion of
industry and its impact on U.S. society called for a new focus of the churche:
ministry. Those in the churches sensitive to the human costs of industrializa
tion saw a challenge to the fullness of the Gospel, which is both personal ani
communal in dimension. The Social Gospel movement, evangelical at its
heart, and inspired by JesusO preaching of Othe kingdom of God,0 was acu
aware of the brutalities of new working conditions, the social tensions of
assimilating millions of immigrants and the loss of communal values in fast-
growing cities.

More than 100 years ago, workers caught in the machinery of early
industrialization were ground down by twelve-hour shifts and seven-day
workweeks. Families were broken by absent or exhausted pavéortkers
with disabilities were summarily dismissed and devalued. Retired workers
were left without pensions. Children worked when they should have been at
school or at play. At the same time, enormous wealth was generated. That
wealth, however, was distributed to a relative few, primarily the owners of
industry.

Responding to this changing situation, the churches saw the need tc
work across denominational lines in pursuit of social change. At the formatiol
of the Federal Council of Churches in 1908, the denominational representa
tives put in place social principles to guide the Council®s work. The Osocial
creedO was introduced by Methodist Frank Mason North, who had earlier
written the great Social Gospel hymn, OWhere Cross the Crowded Ways of
Life.O From NorthOs report on OThe Church and Modern IndustryO was lifte
up a section of 14 principles and policies that were unanimously put into a
VKRUW VWDWHPHQW WKH 6RFLDO &UHHG WK
adopted by various denominations in future years. It was to be a concise anc
practical summary of what a OChrist-like GodO willed for those seeking Oto
reduce the hardships and uphold the dignity of labor.O

Through the Social Creed, the churches declared that they would
stand together and work toward addressing the needs of all woAeers.
D UHVXOW RI WKHLU FRPPLWPHQW WKH\ ZHU¢
profoundly good ways. The churchesO pledge of support for Othe toilers of
AmericaO helped to abolish child labor and bring about worker Saftts-
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ment security, healthcare, unemployment compensation, and more. In that

prophetic witness, the churchesO leaders anticipated Social Security, the so
protections of the New Deal and more recent health and environmental pro

tections. For these reasons, they deserve our thanks for their brave witness
and our celebration of it by making a new commitment in the 21st celitury

is also highly appropriate that the National Council of Churches, successor t
the Federal Council, claim this heritage.

Similar economic problems persist today: injustice in the workplace,
growing social inequities, and the intolerably high percentage of people
living in poverty in the United States and in other nations. The majority of
people around the world do not have access to adequate healtkiVoake.
ers worldwide continue to earn low wages, fear occupational hazards and
the loss of employment or other penalties when they need or use time to cai
for family members. These and many other problems call to the Christian
conscience and to the moral imperative in every human heatrt.

However, in the 21st century we are also confronting complex new
issues that reach beyond economics and call for unprecedented global coog
eration and new governance structures. Some challenges seem gscthier
costs and consequences of war and the persistence of racism meet massive
environmental degradation. Global warming threatens our very existence.
We recognize more clearly divisions of wealth etched along lines of race anc
gender. The majority of people seem resigned to accept the present shape
our global market system and fail to see that any alternatives may Exést.
responsibilities of both governments and citizens for the common good are
often ignored or denied. Divisions between the rich and the poor grow widel
by the day. In too many places, corruption in politics rises steadily and gov
ernment competence declines. Based on enduring Christian principles, we
VHHN WR DGGUHVV WKHVH DQG QRGV K Ri&inFay.D O C

We celebrate earlier efforts best by extending the ecumenieal wit
ness for justice in the workplace, promoting greater social equalidy
reducing poverty. In hope that we too can effect change, we call upen con
cerned Christians to pledge their commitment to a new venture of ceopera
tion through a Social Creed for the 21st Century. This Social Creed remains
focused on economic issues but also addresses issues that fell outside the
earlier reformersO line of vision. This is not a doctrinal creed; it is a shared
DI¢UPDWLRQ WKDW SRLQWYV WR WKH KHULWD.
ethics in every faith tradition. Many elements recall the 1908 Social Creed:
Othe living wage,O the OabolitionO of child labor, Othe abatement of povert
the concern for public goods and laws, and the one-page framework that
makes for maximum usability.

11



The ecumenical Social Creed for the 21st Century is strongly
grounded in GodOs promises of life in abundance for us and the whole
creation and inherently focused on the themes of globalization and sustain
DELOLW\ ,W LV PRUH H[SOLFLWO\ WKHRORJLF
the ChurchOs learnings from Christian Realism and Liberation theologies,
and from the strong resource of ecumenical social thought. It joins a public
conversation with international ecumenical declarations, several U.S. Ocov
enants,O and the Earth Charter associated with the United Nations. It is alsc
written in the face of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the danger of addi
tional war elsewhere. It is written to build consensus in the United States ant
does not address every current issue.

Language chosen for the Social Creed may be seen as optimistic by
some, but is intended to express the Gospel conviction that real freedom an
power in life consist in sharing, rather than in an abundance of thilings.
Gospel stories witness to JesusO prophetic challenge to the established soc
and economic order. Jesus of Nazareth came not to be served, but to give t
life for others: his life and example still challenge us to confront injustice and
preach the Good News. By supporting the Social Creed for the 21st Centun
WKH HQGRUVLQJ FKXUFK ERGLHY DQG LQGLYL
YLVLRQ DQG WUDGLWLRQ RI DFWLRQ LGHQWL,
help guide our ministries in the decades ahead.

This Overy short historyO comes from the Presbyterian study team that help
develop the new Social Creed. The Social Creed for the 21st Century was
also developed by a task force of the National Council of Churches® Justice
Advocacy commission that included members of the Christian Church-(Disci
ples of Christ), Coptic Orthodox, Presbyterian, Progressive National Baptist,
Roman Catholic, United Church of Christ and United Methodist churches.
The United Methodist Church also had a study team working on the Social
Creed centennial celebration. Their focus was liturgical and their creation is
the OCompanion LitanyO to the Social Creed adopted by the United Methoc
ist 2008 General Conference (included at the end of this booklet).

12



In the following pages, each of the new Social CreedOs
3$1¢; UPDWLRQV™ LV KLJKOLJK

Biblical, Theological and Historical Backgroundand
Current Challenges and Choices

...to foster conversation, discussion and action ...
in faith, in larejn hope the 21st century.
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IN FAlTHesponding to our Crea

celebrate the full humal
each woman, man and
all created in the divine
as individuals of infinite
by working for....




)XOO FLYLO SROLWLFDO DQG HFR
PHQ RI DOO UDFHYV

$EROLWLRQ RI IRUFHG ODERU KXF
HISORLWDWLRQ RI FKLOGUHQ

(PSOR\PHQW IRU DOO DW D IDPLO
ZLWK HTXDO SD\ IRU FRPSDUDE

7KH ULJKWV RI ZRUNHUV WR RUJD(
SODFH GHFLVLRQV DQG SURGXF

SURWHFWLRQ RI ZRUNHUV IURP GC
ZLWK WLPH DQG EHQH{ WV WR H

$ VIVWHP RI FULPLQDO UHKDELOLYV
MXVWLFH DQG DQ HQG WR WKH
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... Full civil, political and economic rights
for women and men of all races.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

The concept of human rights is a powerful theological witness to
our belief in God as Creator and, consequently, to the equality of human:
each created in GodOs image. Together we constitute one human family
In order to live with dignity and to develop our God-given potential, all
humans require certain conditions of life. OCivil, political and economic
U L J KWh¢ thaaéiconditions to which all humans are morally entitled.
Because these rights are not created by society but are bestowed by Go
they place moral duties upon individuals, institutions, and governments t
establish and defend them.

The United States declared its independence from the British
Empire with these words: OWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that ¢
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certs
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness ...That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted E.C
Still, a constitution was written that denied equal civil and political rights
to all women, to all men of color, and even to white men who were not
property owners. The Bill of Rights and additional amendments have
been added to rectify these omissions, often through long struggles and
V D Féblig change public opinion. In addition to much support for the
Civil Rights movement, church leadership was important in the establish
ment of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.

Today we wrestle with such civil rights issues as the rights of
immigrants, and the use of torture, extra-ordinary rendition, and discrimi
nation in the application of criminal justice. We need new safeguards
against internet and phone surveillance and abuse of personal informa
tion by private companies, sometimes in government employ. To be an
effective democracy, we must always wrestle with such political rights
issues as free speech, freedom of worship, personal privacy, corruption i
government, and racial disparities in access to voting. However, as Marti
Luther King, Jr. often noted, civil and political rights become almost
meaningless if people do not have access to the material necessities of
life.



In 1986 the National Conference of Catholic Bishops raised the
challenge of economic rights: OE We suggest that the time has come for
ONew American Experiment® N to implement economic rights, to broade
the sharing of economic power, and to make economic decisions more
accountable to the common goot.0rhe Presbyterian Church (U.S.A))
stated in 1996: OBasic needs for all have precedence over luxuries for
some in a just societyO and OThe satisfaction of basic needs is indispent
able for human development.QArticle 21 of the U.N. Declaration on
Human Rights states: OEveryone has the right to a standard of living
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family ...O

This concept of economic rights places a responsibility on gov
ernment, on the economy and on all other institutions of society to reshay
our way of living together so that meeting these basic needs becomes po
sible for all.

This responsibility cannot stop at our national borders. All hu
man beings have a right to those material conditions upon which life with
dignity depends: physical security, mental and cultural development, the
formation of a family, participation in shaping oneOs society, and fair and
equal treatment. Christians living in the United States have a responsibil
ity to ensure these rights within our borders and to engage the world in
such a way as to support the struggles of all people for full civil, political
and economic rights.

%\ DFNQRZOHGJLQJ HFRQRPLF ULJKWV
more than a procedural or individualistic approach, while acknowledg
ing that each person has a fair claim on society by virtue of our common
humanity. The 1908 Social Creed also began with a call for Oequal rights
The precise balance of rights and responsibilities can only be worked out
within a working justice system to which all have access and in which no
one is denied basic human rights, even in times of war or fear of terrorisn
7KLY DI¢UPDWLRQ XUJHV XV WR HQG DEXVH'
L Q @Gite getention and arbitrary deportation of undocumented4immi
grants. Throughout the Social Creed, the principle of equal rights is also
LQWHQGHG WR LQFUHDVH SRVVLELOLWLHYV I
healthcare and the provision of clean air, water, and security for all.

*Economic Justice for All #21.
23+RSH IRU D *OREDO )XWXUH “~ 3& 86% SS
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$EROLWLRQ RI IRUFHG ODERU
and the exploitation of children.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

7KH %LEOH NQRZV ARDMH R BS BHIUWHZ&U L
FDSWLYLW\ 7KH 3VDOPV DQG SURSKHW-LF ZL
WLRQ DQG WKH GHVSDLU RI VHUY QW,X G HP KH C
SURYLGHV D YLYLG PRGHO IRU UHGRPGWRRWY
RI UHOHDVH WR WKH FDSWLYH /N 7KURXJ
PDQ\ IRUPV GHQ\LQJ KXPDQLW)\ D Q GDIFM HRER
RI RWKHUV 7KH SURPLVH RI WKH *RVSHO DQ
WR FRQWLQXH WR VWUXJJOH WR HQGPLOIDWE
oftKkH YXOQHUDEOH :H VHH LQ WKHP RXU RZ(
DQG WKH IDFH RI *RGYV &KULVW ZKR WRRN
IRUPV RI GRPLQDWLRQ HVSHFLDOO\ WKRVH

Q JHZLV : +LQH SURGXFHG D SKRW
/IDERU LQ $PHULFD ° )W EHFDPH D ¢
SOR\PHQW RI FKLOGUHQ LQ FRDO P L+QNVS KRH
RI WKH FRDO HQFUXVWHG IDFHV RI EUHDNHL
LQ IURQW RI D WH[WLOH PDFKLQH RIHUQFHRR}
$PHULFD 7KH DZDUHQHVV RI WKLV H[SORLW
WLRQ WR WKRVH ZKR SDVVHG WKH RULJLQD

8QIRUWXQDWHO\ WKH DZDNHQLQJ RI V
ODERU RQ WKH FKLOGUHQ WKHPVHQG HWKH HO.
RI HGXFDWLRQDO RSSRUWXQLW\ 2 KDW QRWH
PDQ\ FRQVLGHUHG FKLOG ODERU D QHGHVKB
QHZ LQGXVWULDOL]JHG DJH 7KXV LW WRR
UHFRJQL]JHG LWV GDQJHUV ZHUH KWRH G/ LBWX
ZHUH WPDNHQ D VHFRQG DWWHPSW WR SDVV
DJDLQVW FKLOG ODERU IDLOHG +RZHYHU W
VHW PD[LPXP KRXUV DQG PLQLPXP ZD DNVOIRM
LQJ 3KD]JDUGRXV RFFXSDWLRQV’' LR X&GHK A*
FLUFXPVWDQFHV

Current Challenges and Choices

7KH LQWHUQDWLRQDO SUREOHP RI FKL
E\ WKH &KLOG /DERU '"HWHUUHQFH $FW RI
LPSRUWDWLRQ RI JRRGV SURGXFEPBHBGE DRDMHG
ZDV RQ WKH UXJ LQGXVWU\ LQ , QSR OV I3 DWKV
LPSRUWLQJ FRXQWULHV FUHDWHG WKW 5XJP
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from overseas producers that do not use child labor. The Foundation
also provides for the education of child laborers, an example of progress
in one industry. Worldwide, the greatest number of child laborers is in
agriculture; they are among the billion and a half persons living under
subsistence conditions. Food security, population stabilization, and pub
lic education for both girls and boys are part of the larger solution.

:LWK WKH SUROLIHUDWLRQ RI UHJLRQ
economic disruption, this century has already seen mass movements of
SHRSOH LQFOXGLQJ FKLOGUHQ L Quofkipd/ KH
continues to be an end product, with an estimated 800,000 to one millio
people caught in a web of rootlessness, servitude and prostitution acros:
borders each year. In countries with a surplus of workers or economic
depression, overseas labor recruiters begin with promises of a good job
and an opportunity to provide income for the family left behir
actuality is often a nightmare of forced labor, brutal treatment and desti
tution® (VWLPDWHY RI ZRPHQ DQG FKLOGUHQ \
EHWZHHQ DQG WUDI¢{¢FNLQJ ULQJ'
major cities.

,Q UHVSRQVH WR JOREDO KXPDQ WUDI
SDVVHG WKH 37UDI¢FNLQJ 9LFWLPV 3URWHF
,QWHUDJHQF\ 7DVN JRUFH WR PRQLWRU DQ((
SULPDULO\ RQ WKH 3VH[ WRXULVP" LQGXVW
prevention, as well as assisting and protecting the victims. In December

RYHU FRXQWULHYV VLIQHG W KHN3 DR\
3XQLVK 7UDI¢(¢FNLQJ LQ 3HUVRQV (VSHFLDO
TUDI¢(FNLQJ 3MROMRFRRRD MWD O\

Recent movements in some countries suggestwhitH G H ¢ QL
RI 3KXPDQ WUDI¢{(FNLQJ" ZLOO EH H[SDQGHG
for adoption, so that these issues will receive heightened awareness in t
future® ,Q D ZRUOG RI EURNHQ SURPLVHWKWK
must be as an intervener in tieman suffering and as a witness to GodOs
promise of human redemption.

1 7KH *HQHUDO $VVHPEO\ RI WKH 3UHVE\WHULDQ &K Xaddt i 1908, WORH 1816 $ Z
DW WKH WLPH RI WKH (¢UVW IDLOHG DWWHPSW WR SDVV D
R1 FKLOG ODERU WKH *HQHUDO $VVHPEO\ HFKRHG LWV VXSSRUW ZLWK V
and hearty approval of all wise measureprevent the exploitation of children in industry, and to this end instructs its
'"HSDUWPHQW RI ORUDO :HOIDUH WR JLYH D O/ihutgstihe ReQeEaEASsebly XBEEFEEW W |
R1 S
3KDULV +DUYH\ 3:KHUH &KLOGUH Q* OREN O& K FCRGtERDENYIty W G H LLA) WKH S
|
3 -DPLH (WKHULGJH 3 *XOI 5HJLRQTV 1H ZChNstan 3dicBdd RdnipH +XODQ 7UDISFNI
<YRQQH & =LPPHUPDQ 36LWXDWLQJ WKH 1LQHW\ 1LQH $ &bl &fTXH RI \

Religion & Abuse, BingK DPW R Q SJ
5 Mary Ellen DoughertyAmerica 1HZ <RUN -DQ SJ
Ina FriedmanThe Jerusalem Report -HUXVDOHP 'HF S
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... Employment for all, at a family-sustaining, living
wage, with equal pay for comparable work.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

8QGHUO\LQJ WKH DFWLRQV RI WKRVH 2z
WKH &KXUFKHV LQ ZDV WKH DZDUHRER®
ied in the Old and New Testament. Those who made up the related Osoc
gospelO movement drew heavily upon the words of the Old Testament
prophets and Jesus. They took seriously the words of Jeremiah: OWoe
to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by
injustice; who makes his neighbors work for nothing, and does not give
WKHP WKHLU ZDJHV"™ -HU

7KH FRQGLWLRQV RI ODERU DW WKH W)
harsh and placed heavy burdens upon families of the immigrant people,
who made up the majority of the industrial workforce. A working fatherOs
income was often not enough to provide for the family, so his young
children were sent onto the streets and into the mines and mills to work.
&KDUOHY 6WHO]J]OH D 3UHVE\WHURDBPDP\LICRY
WKH 6RFLDO &UHHG ZHQW WR ZRUNVRWDHEF
OHDYHV LQ WKH EDVHPHQW RI D TKHA <RUN (I
6RFLDO &UHHG IRFXVHG RQ WKH FRQUHWLR(
lived, and spoke for Oa living wage as a minimum in every industryO and
Oa reduction in the hours of labor to the lowest practicable pointO so as t
afford Othat degree of leisure for all which is the condition of the highest
human life.O

Current Challenges and Choices

‘H KDYH FRPH IDU IURP WKH KDUVK LQC
but gross inequities still exist in our labor force and world econgmy
VLJIQL ¢ FDQ WovwhiR @ik Pniagsive unemployment and thou
sands of foreclosures and bankruptcies, was unleashed amid the credit
crisLV WKDW EHJDQ LQ 6HSWHPEHU

%DFN LQ MREV LQFUHDVHG EXW W
LQ SRYHUW\ URVH E\ PLOOLRQ S@BRSOH |
WKH &HQVXV %XUHDX UHSRUWHG WKDW IRU
LQFRPHY KDG IDLOHG WR L Q F UhisQrehd hbR @hly, Y F
ZRUVHQHG ZLWK WKH DOPRVW P LSDROYLHRUWS
line, often working at jobs that provide no healthcare or pension coverage
%HKLQG WKH ¢(JXUHV RI UHFHGLQJ thBseLO\ L
living on the margins of the economy. Barbara Ehrenreich, a middle clas:
writer, dedicated herself to learning the trials of those in the low wage



sewrice economy by taking jobs as a waitress, a hotel maid, a nursing hom:
aide, a houseleaner and a retail clerk. She learned that people who work

at Oentry level jobsO earn far less than they need to live on. She concludi
Ono one ever said that you could work hard, harder than you ever thought
SR\éVLEOH 2 DQG VWLOO ¢(¢QG \RXUVHOI VLQN

debt.

TKH IHGHUDO PLQLPXP ZDJH UHPDLQHG

IRU QHDUO\ D GHFDGH OHDYLQH ERQNI
HUV LQ SRYHUW\ 7KDQNV LQ SDUW WR WKH
raise their minimum wages to be Oliving wagesO in 2006, the new Congre
LQFUHDVHG WKH IHGHUDO PLQLPXP ZDJH 7t
ZDJH HDUQHU RYHU WKH SRYHUW\ OLQH
lion Americans. 7UXH WKH QHZ ZDJH OHYHO LV QR
WKH FRVW RI OLYLQJ DQG WKH SRYHUWLVOYX
PXFK LQ QHHG RI UH FDOFXODWLRQ EXW WK
for coordinating those initiatives, part of thet Justice Roltampaign for a
living wage.

As we look to the decades ahead, our efforts are aimed at provid
LQJ D IDPLO\ VXVWDLQLQJ OLYLQJ ZDJH 7Kl
effective joint effort supported and led by the National Council of Churches
USA to continue the traditions of the Social Creed in this day. In the words
of one organizer, a just minimum wage will keep people out of poverty
rather than keep people in it.

As important as a living wage is, full employment is another

goal of economic policy in developed nations. In the U.S., full employ
ment remains a formal goal, as enunciated irHimmphrey-Hawkins Full
Employment Actout in practice it has been subordinated to measures like
the Dow Industrial Average. Along with full employment, there is a need to
pay fairly within comparable job categories; this is the goal of Ocomparab
ZRUWK” OHJLVODWLRQ :KLOH WKHUH KDYH E
HGXFDWHG ZRPHQ ZDJHV IRU ZRPHQ\RYHUDC(
of menOs. Calculating Ocomparable worthO means including factors of
H[SHUWLVH DQG H[SHULHQFH DQG Q&RIR\LIQN

The goal of full employment is still important enough, in the view
of Social Creed originators, to justify public works and strategic govern
ment investment on a large scale, with strong accountability safeguards.

*Workingman and Social Problem& KDUOHYVY 6WHO]OH 1< 5HYHOO S
2QU.S. Poverty Rate Was Up Last Year,0 David LeonNafdtimes, $ X J
3 ONickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America®@ DUEDUD (KUHQUHLFK 1< OHWURSROLWD(
Economic Policy Institute, January 2006.
OA Just Minimum Wage: Good for Workers, Business and Our Future,O Holly Sklar and the Rev. Dr. Paul H. Sherry, NY;
National Council of Churche86$ DQG WKH $PHULFDQ )ULHQGYV 6HUYLFH &RPPLWWHH
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... The rights of workers to organize and to share in
workplace decisions and productivity growth.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

The original Social Creed speaks of che principle of concilia
tion and arbitration in industrial dissensions,O along with several aspects
of workersO rights. Later versions of the Social Creed were more explicit
about the method of Ocollective bargaining.O The issue, then and now,
was how to equalize power between the individual worker and the busi
ness or corporation. The BibleOs condemnations of forced labor make nc
mention of Oindustrial democracyO or OcooperationO as a remedy, but t
same texts used to defend democracy and freedom of association have
been used to support labor unions. Employers have often made claims
for a sanctity of private property that would extend to the whole of very
complex enterprises; workers, in turn, have contended that they are mort
important than commodities or property and are deserving of fair re
muneration (Oworthy of their hireO). Most non-literalist Christians have
looked at the practical need of workers for countervailing power against
the inevitable human tendency of those in control to exceed their bounds
Strikes, boycotts and other nonviolent means have been accepted as leg

PDWH WRROV LQ WKH VWUXJJOH IRU IDLU ZI
either businesses or unions.

%RRNV DQG SXEOLFDWLRQV IURP WKH
with surveys and statistical information detailing the wide gulf existing
EHWZHHQ LQGXVWULDO ZRUNHUV DQG WKRV
which those workers were employed. In the general steel strike of 1919,
the Federal Council of Churches was partner in an investigative report,
Public Opinion and the Steel Strikghich remains one of the most thor
RXJK GRFXPHQWY RQ DQ LQTXLU\ LQWR D V!
attention on the use of labor spies and the two-shift/twelve-hour day at th
86 6WHHO PLOOV ,Q 86 6WHHO ¢QDC
three-shift/eight-hour day. Later actions and testimony by church leaders
with particular leadership from the Catholic Chyremt further spport
Nwith regional variationsNto the growth of unions.

During the 1970s, through the work of Cesar Chavez and the
La Raza movement in California, the issue of migrant worker organizing
came into focus. Despite some progress in California and several other
places, most migrant workers remain excluded from labor law coverage
and protection by the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB). Lack of
legal status adds to the migrantsO sense of their labor being treated as a
cheap commodity in danger of exploitation.
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Current Challenges and Choices

The last three decades have seen the diminishing strength of
organized labor and the loss of the industrial middle class. Industrial
democracy, which had been a bedrock of the U.S. middle class, has been
challenged by the rolling back of the guarantees of the labor laws of the
1930s and the weakening of the NLRB as a defender of workers pun-

LVKHG RU ¢UHG IRU XQLRQ DFWLYLW\ 7KH
the scaling back of pension and healthcare provisions in union contracts.
The decline in union membership has been correlated with the nation-
wide stagnation in hourly wages.! All of this was happening against the
growing disparity between management salaries and workers’ wages. In
2004, the top 10 percent of executives earned at least 350 times the aver-
age worker’s pay; this was up from 122 times in 1990, and 74 times in
1950.% It is estimated by Nobel economist Paul Krugman that most of the
enormous internet productivity gains of the 1990s went to the top .5 per-
FHQWLOH RI RZQHUV DQG LQYHVWRUV $ 1D
healthier and more stable economy.

These trends would argue for expanding the participation of

workers in workplace decisions that affect their lives in order to improve
both production and the distribution of incentives. In 1995, the Presbyte-
ULDQ *HQHUDO $VVHPEO\ DI(UPHG WKLV UL
that social institutions guarantee all persons the opportunity to participate
actively in the economic decision-making that affects them.”® The clear-

est current way to support this right, and to raise wages, is to support the
SHPSOR\HH IUHH FKRLFH DFW ~ ZKL¥®&LRQUH
tion votes. Opposed by corporations that have effectively suppressed

PDQ\ 3VHFUHW EDOORW"™ HOHFWLRQ HIIRUW’
ZRXOG DOVR LQFUHDVH SHQDOWLHV IRU XQ

In the current economic crisis, as in the successful Chrysler
bailout in 1985, it is appropriate for strict expectations to accompany
LQIXVLRQ RI SXEOLF FDSLWDO LQWR SULYD
ZRXOG EH SHUIRUPDQFH JRDOV HKHUIWHILE
buy other banks, for cars to be greener); acceptance of collective bargain-
ing by workers, full voting of taxpayer-owned shares by public trustees
on corporate boards, and an end to grossly disproportionate pay packages
for executives and lavish board perks.
! Causes of overall wage stagnation since the 1970s are reviewed in The Big Squeeze by Steve Q *UHHQKRXVH 1< 5
+RXVH ,Q 3, QHTXDOLW\ D Q GAnQricAY EMhKIWMy Br@Rétek TRmin WodamBrititieW X U
impact ofdccrcasmg pcrccntagcs of union mcmbcrshlp (MIT WorAmg Papers, 2007).

2321 WR WKH 5DFHV $JDLQ /HDYLQJ D/Q\n%ﬁxpin@;aooa@mqeo\ %XVLQHVV
SMinutes R1 WKH *HQHUDO $VVHPEO\ 3& 86% RI
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. Protection from dangerous working conditions,
ZLWK WLPH DQG EHQH;WV WR HQD

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

,Q WKH FKDLU Rl WKH 3UHVE\WHULDQ $VVHPE
Social Creed was the Rev. John McDowell. Years before, McDowell, a Scots immigrant, had
gone to work in the Pennsylvania anthracite mines at the age of digtwelve, he lost his
arm in a mine accident as a coal driver boy. On the day of his accident, company records
showed the death of a mule; no mention was made of his having lost an arm. John McDowe
ZHQW RQ WR ¢JKW IRU WKH ULJKWV RI ODERU DQG-EHFD
eral Assembly in 1933.

IQ WKH HDUO\ WK FHQWXU\ FULSSOLQJ
DQG SUHPDWXUH GHDWK ZHUH KLJW RRUMKIJ
SHRSOH IDFHG $QQXDOO\ UHSRUWHG LQGXV

RI ZKLFK ZHUH7 KHVDIOHPW MW GDPDJILQJ
FLGHQWYV RQ IDPLOLHV ZDV QRW O RMNWKH W |
6RFLDO &UHHG +HUH WKH\ GUHZ RO® RHK B EG
PDLPHG  O0W

7KH 6RFLDO 6HFXULW\ $FW RI LQFOX
LQGXVWULDO KHDOWK FOLQLFV [RXGHRPW H(
QRUWKHUQ LQGXVWULDO VWDWHVDQGQ+$® OW
PLQLVWUDWLRQ 26+$ ZDV FUHDWHN ® Q\GR KHHDI'
VWDQGDUGYV 7KLV DVVHUWLRQ RI SXEOLF R’
ELEOLFDO WUDGLWLRQ WKDW OLQX® LWK H IZ\M
ZRUN WKDW VXSSRUWYV WKDW FRP® RYUWIR G/E
XSRQ XV DQG HVWDEOLVK WKH ZRUN RI RXU

7KH 6RFLDO &UHHG ZDV DOVR FRQFF
DQG ODFN RI 6DEEDWK IRU ZRUNHUWPLWIRH ¥R U’
GD\ WKHUH LV ZLGHVSUHDG DJUHHRM QW RHK®
WR WKH VRFLDO GHYHORSPHQW JKIEIRUYEKIRRLGVX
WKH FKDUDFWHU RI D QDWLRQ &RQYHUVHO\
XQMXVW « $ MXVW SROLWLFDO HFRQRP\ Dlgl
EDVLF IXQFWLRQV WKDW LW VHUYG VD QXM KWH
WLHV WKDW LW GHYHDKRS Y DY LIRQWD G KIRXG UM €
%LVKRSV SXW LW WKLV ZD\ 3(FRQRIEMEBrgaQG \
QLIDWLRQ RI WKH ZRUN ZRUOG VKR3IRW RH WI
LPSDFW RQ WKH VWUHQJIJWK*DQG VWDELOLW\

Current Challenges and Choices

7KH KD]DUGV RI ZRUN UHODWHG GLVHD)
,Q IRUW\ VHYHQ FRDO PLQH U \P IOQRN/\WV- MXKH
LQJ WKH WZHOYH ZKR GLHG LQ WKH 6DJR :H\
XQHQIRUFHG VDIHW\ UHJXODWLRQV DQG FXW
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tions continue to threaten the lives of working pedfggonomic stan

dards adopted during the Clinton Administration were set aside during the
Bush years. Technology, with all its marvels, has brought a new range of
life-endangering circumstances. Chemically-related industries often leave
behind toxic waste, which threatens whole communities, a problem made
infamous by Love Canal and many other OSuperfundO sites.

To protect employee and public health today requires new mea
sures, such as: more testing of chemicals used in consumer products and
manufacturing processes, with high standards also for imported goods; the
use of the Oprecautionary principleO to put the burden of doubt on new bic
chemical and genencally engineered products and therapies; proper enfort
ment and protection of Owhistle-blowersO on workplace hazards.

U.S. workers work, on average, more hours per year than workers
in other rich, industrialized economies. Since 1979, middle-income mar
ULHG FRXSOHV ZLWK FKLOGUHQ KDYH DGGHC
paid work to their time spent in the paid labor force. Since fathers in this
group tend to work more than full-time, full-year work (2080 hours), the
additional time in paid labor is due to mothersO employment. For most U.S
families, falling or stagnant male wages made the earned income of mothe
an essential contribution to the familyOs income.

Other practices pit work against family: mandatory overtime, an
LQWHQVH SDFH RI ZRUN MRE LQVHFXULW\ D
workers, especially low-income workers, cannot take time to care for a sick
child without losing pay, losing vacation time, or being evaluated as a less
dedicated employe@he Family and Medical Leave A@dt993) offers leave
XQSDLG WR RQO\ RI WKH 8 6 OD\E®dd¢ I RUI
situations.

These conditions are experienced more severely in many develop
ing countries. Companies in Export-Processing Zones pay women workers
50%-75% of male wages, denying adequate support to families and creatir
higher unemployment for the men of those famfieghe higher migration
R1 P H @Qdwetk s a major cause in the rise of single-mother families
in many developing countriésStructural adjustment policies forced on
developing nations have severely reduced social support to poor families.
5DLVLQJ VWDQGDUGYV PD\ EHJLQ DW KRPH E’
agreements as well.

1 American Social and Religious Conditip@harles Stelzle, (N.Y.: Revell,1912) p. 17f.

2 OChaIIenges in the WorkplaceO PC(USA) Resource Paper, 1990, p. 92.

3 OEconomic Justice for AllO, #93 d, The National Conference of Catholic Bishops.

4 QU.S. Rarely Seeks Charges for Death in Workplace,O D. Baf$tdimesDec. 22, 2003
5 OThe Economic Effects of Free Trade and Globalization,0 ACSWP-PC(USA), p. 14
6 OWomen and the World Economic Crisis,O 2442Eers 1994.

7 OThe Employment Effects of Free Trade and GlobalizationGWREPC(USA) p. 6
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... A system of criminal rehabilitation, based on restor
ative justice and an end to the death penalty.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

OYou have heard that it was said, OAn eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth.O But | say to you, do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strike
you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue yot
and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to gc
one mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from you,
and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.O (Mt 5:38-42)

JesusO words in the Sermon on the Mount may well refer to a pro
DFWLYH 3SWKLUG zZzD\" :DOWHU :LQN EHWZHH
an approach that reveals and builds on a shared humanity. However inter
preted, these words point to an alternative to retribution that can be called
Orestorative justice.O

The scriptures also show that the possibility of repentance is
DOZD\V SUHVHQW Zéeky\aker killiny & harsh\ovexseed or
to Paul, complicit as Saul in the stoning death of Stephen. Standards for
fair judicial process and treatment of prisoners have improved greatly in
most countries since that time. The death penalty, highly debatable as to i
deterrent effect, is opposed in principle as it ends the possibility of-repen
tance. For some Christians, it also usurps GodOs role as judge and Lord
Life.

Restorative justice addresses the humanity of both victim and
perpetrator. It also seeks to restore the social fabric by acknowledging the
full costs of a given crime and offering possibilities for transformation,
WKURXJK VHULRXV FRPPXQLW\ VHUYLFH ¢Qt
and forgiveness as well as incarceration or probation. Naturally, the Churc
seeks to reduce, if not eliminate, all forms of crime, but we resist demon
izing even violent individuals when rates and patterns of criminal behavior
can be predictedNand thus are partly preventable.

Current Challenges and Choices

The U.S. imprisons a higher percentage of its citizens than any
other society on earth. Of the more than 2 million in prison at any given
time, more than half are persons of color. States vary in their incarceratior
rates, from more than 1 in 100 to less than 1 in 500, but in all cases prisor
ers are disproportionately poor and poorly educated, from divided families
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mentally ill and homeless. Rural communities, poor themselves, vie to
attract prisons and count prisoners as part of their communities to increas
WKHLU VKDUH RI VWDWH DQG IHGHUDO EHQ
voting and other civil rights, often effectively for life. A large number of
prisoners are imprisoned under mandatory sentences, sometimes under
JURVVO\ LQHTXLWDEOH SURYLVLRQ@RQ R IVWKHKIH
selves do not offer drug rehabilitation, educational or training programs,
feeding a high recidivism rate based in part on lack of opportunity and
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ RQ WKH 3RXWVLGH °

In terms of violence, prisons themselves intensify the brutality
and hopelessness of harsh neighborhoods: prison rape and AIDS rates a
KLIJK JDQJV DQG FRUUXSWLRQ EHFR®HQZD\V
DQG HQRUPRXV VRFLDO WHQVLRQV $00O NQ|
ing grounds for crime rather than places for rehabilitation or repentance.
6RPH FDOO WKH VA\VWHP SUDFLDQLJRIGYHRHQ
EODFN DQG +LVSDQLF \RXQJ PHQ PRU® WKL
prison or on probation). Despite all this, prison ministries and volunteer
YLVLWRUV GR YLWDO ZRUN ZLWKLQ D EURNEF

7KH IROORZLQJ SROLFLHV IROORZ RHRPWD Ut

1. Restitution and other alternatives to incarceration.
5HYLHZ RI 3OLIH WHUPV™ IRU ORQJ VHUYL
BULVRQ UHIRUP WR HQG RYHUFQRZGURJI
availability.
4. Rehabilitation, education, and addiction treatment programs to cut
recidivism.
5. Programs to help maintain family connections.
(QG WR IRU SUR¢W SULVRQV DV LPSURSH
system.
'"HFULPLQDOL]DWLRQ RI ORZ OHYHO PDUL

7KH IDLUQHVY RI WKH FULPLQD XK B XYW
its legitimacy. Hence the guarantees of due process must be backed by tl
decent support of public defenders. Preventive, community-based policin
is key for a proactive society that seeks to reduce both crime and the ena
PRXV VL]H RI WKH 3SULVRQ LQGXVWULDO FR
of guns contributes to the level of violence in the U.S.

/IDVWO\ IURP DQ HFRQRPLF YLHZSRLQW
DOzZD\V D GUDJ RQ WKH HI¢FLHQF\ RI PDUNH
KXPDQH DQG &KULVWLDQ FULPLQDG WRVWOLF
DQG FODVYV DQG RI IDU ORZHU FRVW WKDQ V
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|N THE LQnVaEnate in Jesus, des
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worldOs sufferings anc
we honor the deep con
within our human famil
seek to awaken a new
community, by working



$EDWHPHQW RI KXQJHU DQG SRYHU
EHQH:;WLQJ WKH PRVW YXOQHUD
+LJK TXDOLW\ SXEOLF HGXFDWLRQ
DEOH DQG DFFHVVLEOH KHDOWK
$Q HIIHFWLYH SURJUDP RI VRFLDO
GLVDELOLW\ DQG ROG DJH
7D[ DQG EXGJHW SROLFLHV WKDW L
DQG SRRU VWUHQJWKHQ GHPRF!
RSSRUWXQLW)\ IRU HYHU\RQH ZL\
-XVW LPPLJUDWLRQ SROLFLHV WKD
JXDUG ZRUNHUVY ULJKWV UHTXL
LW\ DQG IRVWHU LQWHUQDWLRG
6XVWDLQDEOH FRPPXQLWLHV PDUN
DFFHVV WR JRRG MREV DQG SXE
3XEOLF VHUYLFH DV D KLJK YRFDWI
SRZHU RI SULYDWH LQWHUHVWYV
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... Abatement of hunger and poverty, and
HQDFWPHQW RI SROLFLHVY EHQH¢{W

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

In the Social Creed of 1908, the statements on the Oabatement
of povertyO and on distributive justice were closely linked. Those who
DI¢UPHG WKH 6RFLDO &UHHG ZHUH PRYHG E)
image of those who Osell the righteous for silver and the needy for a pair |
shoesO (Amos 2:6). They saw the abyss that existed between the tenem
dwellers of First Avenue and the residents of the Fifth Avenue mansions.
Their question was: OHow does one bring justice to the land and diminist
the economic distance between these people?O The Social Creed set for
the conditions of livelihood that had to be changed in order to make the
industrial society of that time more equitable.

7TKH %LEOHYV ZLWQHVYV WKDW ZH PXVW
goes back to the Ten Commandments. Deuteronomy and Leviticus conta
the distinctive set of laws for the social order that included the idea of the
jubilee, when debts would be forgiven and landless laborers given new
opportunity. A society is judged on how it treats the most vulnerable. The
New Testament continues this witness vividly in the stories of Lazarus witt
Abraham and the rich man in hell (Lk 17) and the last judgment on nations
WKH VKHHS DQG JRDWV RI OW $ IRUHWD
presented in the feeding miracles (Mt 14, Mk 6, Lk 9, Jn 6); Acts 2 and 4
show the basic Christian commitment to sharing for the common good.

In the years since the Social Gospel movement, Christians have
understood hunger and poverty to be a scandal. During the Great-Depres
sion, the churches were more forthright in assessing the inequities of the
economic order. The Presbyterian General Assembly of 1937, for example
saw Othe inequitable distribution of the fruits of industry withgge lpor
WLRQ RI WKH IDPLOLHY UHFHLYLQJ DQ LQFR
in health and comfort, the concentration of control and power in the hands
RI' D IHZ bPQG WKH WHPSWDWLRQ RRWEE@®R JUI
incompatible with the Christian ideal of the Kingdom of G3d.O

After WWII, economic growth was coupled with unionization and
other pdicies that increased the middle class and decreased poverty. In the
1960s, Great Society programs and a Owar on povertyO tried to help thos
at the bottom. Social tensions erupted, devastating cities. The 1970s saw
the origins of denominational Ohunger programs,O ecumenical ventures
such as Bread for the World, and efforts like EvangelicalSéaial Ac
tion. Social Security and parts of the social safety net (OwelfareO) becam
more contested in the 1980s. Churches opened shelters to increasing
numbers of homeless persons while religious and other advocates fought
maintain Social Security, Medicaid, Medicare and other social protections
for the most vulnerable. Those established programs helped lessenthe p
portion of older Americans in poverty, but wage stagnation, unemploymen
and changes in OwelfareO have kept a high proportion of children (18%) i
poverty.

30



Current Challenges and Choices
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... High quality public education for all ...

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

Public education within many Christian traditions was directly
inspired by the reading of scripture and the desire to opers @@ to
all people. LutherOs German Bible, textual work from Origen and Jerome
to Erasmus and the modern Revised Standard Version, the early public
schools of Calvin and Knox ... all testify to the high value on education fa
faith. And within scripture itself, how important it is to see a Moses or
Samuel or Nehemiah or Jesus take up a scroll and read to the people!

Putting Education and Healthcare in the same line of the Social
&UHHG ZDV QRW DQ DFFLGHQW :KDW WKLV
care should be made as universally available as educatiorighsfar
all citizens, as it is in most developed nations. The analogy is imperfect,
in that education is only provided until one is 18, while public support
for healthcare through Medicare is providedy on the other end of life.
Universal healthcare, however, would strengthen public thinking about
health and the value of government as a provider. (See next page for the
treatment of healthcare.)

Public education in America began as a largely Protestant en
terprise and became a chief agency of the Omelting pot,O until it came t«
the processes of desegregation and resegregation, which have impaired
the funding and quality of public education in many areas. The inventive
power of the United States in the 19th and 20th centuries can be attrib
uted, in large part, to its educational strength. Public education has also
been a linchpin of democracy. History shows the linkages between bette
education and better chances in life and, conversely, the linkages betwet
poor education and underdevelopment. Even one more year of educatic
can make the difference between living at the poverty level and earning
enough to support a family. Education is also linked to better child nutri
tion, health and safety.

Seeking to eliminate disparities in public education carries an
admittedly utopian element, based in the claim that every child represent
GodOs promise to the whole human community, and that every member
of GodOs family deserves a fair shareNeven a generous helpingNof the
common good. Education alone does not save, but neither does the Go:
pel come without some cultural resources prepared by GodOs providenti
hand. Thus a Christian vision of education is partly about stewarding
and passing on the riches of a tradition infused by faith and guided by
justice. No educational system can replace either the family or the churcl
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but, without crossing the church/state boundary, good education can be a
strong support to both and vice versa.

Current Challenges and Choices

Particular legislation mandating higher educational standards,
such as th&lo Child Left Behind A¢2001), cannot realistically be
separated from the contexts of unequal funding and de facto resegregatic
Home schooling, with its self-selecting networks for curriculum provision
and socialization, presents new challenges to public school systems.
Charter schools have proven not to be a silver bullet, and magnet schools
sometimes bring subtle forms of segregation through the OtrackingO of
students. Improving the conditions, pay, and quality of teachers remains
the most dependable way of improving public education, but even the bes
K-12 schooling cannot overcome the disadvantaging effects of péverty.

OVoluntary desegregationO plans by major urban school districts
have recently been critically limited by court decisions that appear to tilt
the legal balance toward the choices of individual parents, regardless of
long-standing patterns of racially- and economically-segregated housing.
By denying the relevance of these patterns and limiting the use of percen
age guidelines (demonized as quotas), the rights of all children to a multi-
cultural society may be ignored. While these decisions may be based in
overly-individualistic views of Constitutional protections, they point to the
need for a social will to legislate for the equal educational opportunities
necessary to participate in the larger society.

School reform proposals, working in tandem with early childhood
intervention programs in poorer areas, generally modify the test-based
model enshrined in thdo Child Left Behind AW R UHAHFW ORFI
tions and prevent its reporting provisions from reinforcing failure. Formal
accountability without funding has also skewed educational curricula
and led to a blame cycle directed at teachers and administragarsh
ers need both decent salaries and good administrative support, legitimate
goals for teachersO unions. National standards have a place, as do new
ways of allocating tax monies for education. All this said, much creative
and technological innovation is going on that may reshape both learning
and school administration. Christian education may itself learn from thest
new approaches.

 This summary draws on and combines two approaches to school reform reported on in OLegacy-Minded Bush Loyalist
Fights to Save ONo Child® LawO and ODemocrats Offer Plans to Revamp Schools LaW® Neth irork Timegune
12,2008, pp. 1, 18, 21.

33



E And universal, affordable, and accessible healthcare.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

Propelled by the biblical concept of shalom, the Social Creed+ecog
nizes that GodOs will for human persons and their communities is abundanc
of life. The health that undergirds such abundance OEis the condition of
wellness and integrated Owholeness in body, mind, and SpidtsdGiety
committed to health must address OE a safe environment; adequate food,
shelter, clothing, and employment or income; and convenient access to
quality, affordable, preventive and curative health serviéegA®ninistry of
health, healing and restoration of wholeness is central to Christian witness.

Because health is GodOs intention for all of GodOs people, many
FRPPXQLRQV DI¢UP WKDW KHDOWKFDUH LV D
lic BishopsO Resolution on Health Care Reform states: OEvery person has
ULJKW WR DGHTXDWH KHDOWK FDUH =~ 7KLV U
each person grounded in their creation in GodOs own image. When quality
healthcare is acknowledged as a human right, a just society, including its
government, other institutions and its members, responds to assure that this
right is real in the lives of all its membérddealthcare is thus not a usual
commodity or produgtbut aOrightO and a shared responsibility

During the 20th century, particularly in the post WW Il period,
KHDOWK EHQH¢WYV ZHUH OLQNHG WR SULYDWI
negotiated as part of union contracts. The federal government provided sorr
insurance for those whose pension plans were jeopardized by bankruptcy
or corporate malfeasance, and in recent years individuals were encouraged
to join health maintenance organizations (HMOs) and otherwise rely on the
market for coverage. The number of medically-uninsured Americans has
VWHDGLO\ ULVHQ DV KDYH KHDOWKFDURB BQC
polls showed majority support for government intervention to provide uni
versal health insurance, possibly through a Osingle payerO or Omedicare-fc
allo system.

$3VLQJOH SD\HU" VAVWHP LV SULYDWHO'
andarJ XDEO\ D YHU\ HI piehodeptéd/oNthiy/afdrdach underline
W K Heididy of the Social Security and Medicare systems, which have muc
less overhead than private insurance. The percentage of healthcare expen
GLWXUH LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHWEBE¥Y ® QPDRW\F
virtually all of which have single payer systems, while the market Orations
outO 47 million uninsured and as many as 50 million under-insured citizens.
Opponents believe that Osocialized medicineO interposes the government
between doctor and patient, restricts the choices provided by the market, ar
penalizes those who refuse to participate. Politically, various ways have bee
proposed to have government as a provider, short of single payer, adding
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real competitiorwith a broad-based Opublic option,O and using combinations
of taxes and cost savings to pay for universal coverage.

Current Challenges and Choices

Despite spending more on healthcare per capita than any other indu
trialized nation, the United States is 42nd in life expectancy. Forty nations
have lower infant mortality ratésThese data mask race and gender dispari
ties. The black infant mortality rate is about 2.5 times greater than that of
white infants; and black Medicare patients are less likely to receive adequate
testing or drug therapies than white patiént30One-third of all members of
lower-income families are uninsured. African Americans are twice as likely,
and Hispanics three times as likely, as whites to be uninsured. E More men
than women are uninsuredEQA decreasing number of workers, today only
55.9%, are covered by employer-sponsored health insdramcethe auto
industry, among others, complains that its medical insurance burden makes
XQFRPSHWLWLYH ODQ\ FRQJUHJDWLRQV -RI F
FDO EHQH¢{¢WV IRU SDVWRUY DQG RWKHU VWDI

Outside tle developedations,the global picture is much worse. In
1998 the U.N. Development Program estimated that an additional $13 billion
ZRXOG SURYLGH EDVLF KHDOWK DQG QXWULW
on pet food! Yet the World Health Report 2005 states OEThis year almost 1.
PLOOLRQ FKLOGUHQ XQGHU ¢(¢YH \HDUV RI DJH
preventable. Among them are 4 million babies.... At the same time, more the
half a million women will die in pregnancy, childbirth or soon after.O

Achieving a basic level of universal healthcare is not unaffordable in
the U.S., as has been shown by other developed countries. Nor igatainaf
able for the worldOs people. It must not be seen as unimaginable in the 21st
century, despite the proven power of several industry lobbies to block {egisla
tion.® Most of the legislators working on health legislation, for example, are
recipients of insurance and pharmaceutical industry Osupport.0 Healthcare
reform is a matter of political will and remains one of the most pressing need
in the United States.

1 Minutesof the General Assembl?C(USA) 1999, p.341

2 OLife Abundant® PC(USA),1998

31n 1983 the PC(USA) urged OEthat access to a basic, minimum level of health care be available to all persons regardless of
race, gender, age or economic standing® Minutes, PC(USA) 1983, p.366. In 1999 this position was strengthened to include OE
right of everyperson to have access to quality health care that is adeqémigalaie, and accountable.O Minutes, PC(USA)

1999, pp.341-2

4 Stephen Ohlemacher, OUS Slipping in Life Expectancy Rankings}@ington Posugust 12, 2007.

5 Smedley, edUnequal Treatmenp.423

633Q $1,;UPDWLRQ RQ $GYRFDF\ ~ 3& 86%

7 Mishel,et al. OThe State of Working America 2006/2007, p. 131f,335f

8 www.who.int/whr/2005/en/index.html

¢ www.healthcareforAmericaNow.org (HCAN) is a coalition organizing support for universal healthcare legislation based on a s¢
of SULQFLSOHV ZZZ FDWR RUJ WKH &DWR ,QVWLWXWH LV D QRQ SUR{W SXE
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... An effective program of social security
during sickness, disability and old age.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

The Social Creed of 1908 called Ofor suitable provision for the
old age of the workers and for those incapacitated by injury.O That is,
the prophetic voice of the churches called for a comprehensive system of
social insurance 27 years before President Franklin D. Roosevelt propose
and succeeded in enacting the Social Security Act of 1935. While the
Social Security program is now widely accepted as a basic communal re
sponsibility, and theological support is virtually automatic, earlier thinking
often held care of the elderly to be a familyOs responsibility. The BibleOs
frequent call to take care of Owidows and orphansO however suggests
communal responsibility. Also, the Book of Acts describes the work of the
dst deacons, appointed in response to a concern that widows were being
neglected.

The Social Security Act, in essence, created an intergenerational
covenant among workers, their elders and the United States government.
is a pay-as-you-go system through which current workers provide the
socialinsurarce ha protectsthosewho can no longer work, including
workers who cannot work due to disability and those who survive a
GHFHDVHG ZRUNHU ,W LV DQ HDUQHG EHQH
EHQH{;W IURP WKH VRFLDO LQVXUDQFH SURY
occasionally been updated since 1935 to expand its coverage and increas
its longevity. This social covenant is based on the principle of building
GodOs community and striving for the common good that binds all people
together as children of God.

Psalm 71:9 declares, ODo not cast me off in the time of old age;
do not forsake me when my strength is spent.O Indeed, without Secial Se
curity, millions of American workers in despair would echo the cry of the
psalmist. But God does not forsake those who are vulnerable and calls ot
us to care for the poor, the elderly, the orphan and the widow (Deut 10:18)
As the Church, we are called to live into GodOs abundant care and radica
hospitality for those in need by advocating in solidarity with them and by
supporting public programs that serve the common good of all, not just the
few.

Current Challenges and Choices

The safety net created by Social Security ensures that 96% of
those who have reached retirement age in the United States have an inco
after they leave the work force. As of July 2005, this program provided
security to 48 million people, 33 million of whom are retired workers and
their dependents, 8 million of whom are unable to continue working due tc
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a disability, and 7 million of whom are the survivors of deceased-work
ers. Without the Socialb HF XULW\ EHQH ¢ W Rl SHU'
ZRXOG EH OLYLQJ LQ SRYHUW\ EXW EHFDXV
ROGHU DGXOWY KDYH LQFRPHV EHQRRersvV KH
IRUH OLIWV PLOOLRQ ROGHU DGXOWYV RX!
Social Security ensures that one million children live above the federal
SRYHUW\ OLQH

(IMTRUWV WR SULYDWL]H 6RFLDO 6HFXUL
LQGLYLGXDO DFFRXQWV LQ WKH VHFXULWLH
XQZLVH EXW IRU D EULHI SHULRGUDBDIWG DLW Y
VXFK D SULYDWL]DWLRQ VWUDWHJLZRXD &DL
of Baby Boomers and others, who would otherwise imbalance the system

6RFLDO 6HFXULW\ LQGHHG IDFHV D OR!
GUHVVHG EXW SURSRVDOV WR SULYDWL]H \
WKH XQLYHUVDO QDWXUH RI WKLVXVYRKHLO L
HQGDQJHU WKH DELOLW\ RI WKH SRUR ZKD P KW
ZDV GHVLJQHG &XUUHQWO\ WKH V\VWHP Z
XQWLO DFFRUGLQJ WR 6RFLDTRUGKQLW
WKH &RQJUHVVLRQDO %XGJHW 21,FH  $IWHIL
BRFLDO 6HFXULW\ ZLOO FRQWLQXHEW@HEH D
ZLWKRXW DQ\ FKDQJH WR WKH SURJUDP 3%
EH HQDFWHG WR HQVXUH WKDW $PHULFDQV
SURJUDP « %XW LW LV FUXFLDO QRW HWRRXQ
BRFLDO 6HFXULW\ LQ WKH QDPH RW \@LWHQUIW
HQXH IURP 6RFLDO 6HFXULW\ DQG YXUH.SND\DZFRI>
MHRSDUGL]H GLUHFWO\ RU LQGLUHFWO\ PL
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWYV ~

$V KH VLIQHG WKH ELOO WKDW FUHDW
WKH *UHDW '"HSUHVVLRQ )UDQNOLQ ' 5RRVIH

OThis law, too, represents a cornerstone in a structure which
is being built but is by no means complete. It is a structure intended to
lessen the force of possible future depressions. It will act as a protection
to future Administrations against the necessity of going deeply into debt
to furnish relief to the needyE It is, in short, a law that will take care of
human needs and at the same time provide the United States an econom
structure of vastly greater soundness.O

$V WUXH QRZ DV WKH\ ZHUH WKHQ 3U}
UHAEW WKH VSLULW RI WKLV SURJUIDFRPWR QS|
JRRG LQ D ZzD\ WKDW SURYLGHV GRQ QUKD VD (
ZRXOG EH RWKHUZLVH XQSURWHFWHGS RYRFU

WV RILEREVDO\6HEXEOWYKH G VEEKQSER BIROH G W H L
S RUJ VRFVHF KWP DFFHVVHG RQ -DQ
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... Tax and budget policies that reduce disparities between
rich and poor, strengthen democracy, and provide
greater opportunity for everyone within the common good.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

OBudgets are moral documents,O wrote 34 church leaders to
President George W. Bush in 2003. Knowing JesusO contention that OE &
you did itnotto one of the least of these, you didat to meO (Mt 25:45),
religious leaders felt compelled to witness: OWe believe the budget your
administration has put forward fails to protect and promote the well-being o
our poorest and most vulnerable citizens. The tax cut E provides virtually
no help for those at the bottom of the economic ladder, while those at the tc
reap windfalls. The resulting spending cuts E in the critical areas of health
care, education, and social services, will fall heaviest on theGpoor

How a government chooses to raise and spend money affects the
lives of each member of society. It reveals the nationOs values and-commi
ments. No part of life is exempt from GodOs call to governments to serve tt
FRPPRQ JRRG $WWHQWLRQ WR EXGJHWYV UHA
policies are subject to evaluation by Othe great themes of the BibleNcove
nant responsibility, the Kingdom of God, faith, love, justice, mercy; righ
teousness.. XThe progressive income tax instituted under President-Theo
dore Roosevelt perhaps marked the end of the OGilded Age.O It recognize
that Oof them that have much, much will be requiredO (Lk 12:48) and, in a
SUDFWLFDO VHQVH WKDW WKH ZHDOWKLHVW
oped society.

+DUNLQJ EDFN \HDUV ZH DI¢UP WKDW
been concerned about the poor. Proposals to end poverty are numerous al
complex® Generally, however, they recognize that poor and rich both have
rights and obligations, and that democracy functions on some measure of
Oequal citizenship,O usually based on work. Everyone is both self-interest
and PRWLYDWHG E\ ORYH UHVSHFW DQ¥YG \KIRRYF
Oa society that shares more... seeks compassion over suspicion and equal
over domination.O Positive incentives and creativeNnot always monetaryN
opportunities are preferred to punitive approaches. Over-privilege poses a¢
many moral challenges to the common good as under-privilege.

Current Challenges and Choices

That poverty and inequality mark the U.S. economy can be docu
mented in a range of ways. While the U.S. enjoys a high average level of p
capita income compared to other modern nations, this average mgsks lar
divergences of well-being for various populations within the U.S. Among
modern, industrialized nations, the U.S. has the highest rates of ppasrty
ticularly child poverty, even after accounting for all transfer payments.
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The income gap has grown steadily over the past three decades despite
some gains in the mid- to late-1990s. The 20% of families with the high
est incomes received almost 48% of all family income in 2000, while the
20% of families with the lowest incomes received only 4.3%. In 1973 these
percentages were, respectively, 41% and“3isparities in income and
wealth between races continue to persist and in some cases worsen. In 20
the median income of black and Hispanic families was 62% that of white
families. In 1973 the ratio was 58% for black families and 69% for Hispanic
families® International measurements show that the U.S. experiences a ve
high level of income inequality among households when compared to othet
developed natiorfs.

The economic crisis of 2008 has renewed questions as to-the es
sential health of the economy, given large levels of private and public debt,
PDVVLYH WUDGH GH¢ FLWV WZR ZDUV DQG S
VKULQNDJH RI WKH PDQXIDFWXULQJ VHFWRU
VHFWRUV2ERWK QRZ GHADWLQJ2LV VHHQ E\ V
threaten recent gains in the technology sector.

Several direct principles regarding tax, budget and welfare policy
need to work together, particularly at a time when government rescue and
stabilization need to be accompanied by substantial stimulus and redirectic
investments:

1. Progressive taxation needs to be re-emphasized in the income tax, with investme
income taxed at a higher rate than earned income, tax shelters and tax havens
made less attractive and more regulated, and capital gains and inheritance taxe:

PXVW FRQWLQXH WR WHPSHU WKH LQWHUJHQH

2. Welfare measures, in addition to the Earned Income Tax Credit, need to make
SURYLVLRQV IRU FKLOGFDUH QiBGMR B V8 IURQ LDDPE/
together unemployed middle class and poorer citizens.

Ultimately social divisions threaten democracy itself. When
inequality of social power privileges some, while burdening and silencing
others, the pattern is passed down to new generations, resulting in increas
social tensions. BudgetsNthat deny government the funding needed-to prc
mote economic opportunity, favor the richest at the expense of the least, ar
LIQRUH WKH FUXPEOLQJ RI VRFLDO UHVRXUF
the promise of democracy: a government of, by, and for the pedipiee
people.
 http: //www pcusa org/wash|ngton/|ssuenet/hh -030612.pdf This echoes the 1995 Presbyterian General Assembly urglng to
CRQJUHVV 3WR GHIHDW DQ\ SURSRVDOV WKDW EDVH EXGJHW RU GH¢{FLW
the needy, and the homelessO and to recommit to these prolytimmesof the General Assembly, PC(USA), 19957]138
2 OFederal Tax Reform,O General Assembly of the United Prasb@surch, 1977, p. 8
3 This section is indebted to Warren Copelaidi@sthe Poor Get Welfa@994).

4 Mishel,State of Working America 2006/20@757
5 Mishel, p. 49
¢ Mishel, pp.328-33

7 This is one of the contentions in Kevin Phllllm Mone)(2008); another of his booké/ealth and Democrac{2002),
addresses the dangefsa Osecond Gilded Age.O
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... Just immigration policies that protect family unity,
safeguard workersO rights, require employer
accountability, and foster international cooperation.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

On a fence along Highway 59 in Victoria, Texas, there is an altar
marking the site where 19 immigrants suffocated to death in the container
of an 18-wheeler in May 2003. It was one of the worst immigrant tragedies
in U.S. history. In the several years since, undocumented immigrants have
been subjected to increasing pressure by Immigration and Customs Enforc
ment (ICE), but public debate often ignores morality and forgets words
like those of Emma Lazarus in 1883: OGive me your tired, your ymeor
huddled masses yearning to breathe free.O

The Old Testament describes the processes of migration from the
time of Abraham, Oa wandering Aramean,O to the time of exile. The text
urges that we care for the sojourner in our midst. We remember immigrant
Ruth, who is included in the genealogy of Jesus. Oln the New Testament,
-HV XV le©witipthié Istgzanger and emphasizes hospitality as one of the
indispensable acts of discipleshipThe book of Hebrews suggests that we
all are O... strangers and exiles on the face of the earth@(¥):48d that
through hospitality, we may Oentertain angels unawares®{LB:2

The principles in the Social Creed recognize that most immigrants,
legal and illegal, come to work, are often separated from their families, and
are vulnerable to exploitation from employers who are unscrupulous or
desperate themselves. The OworkersO rightsO referred to include the righ
of U.S. workers who are to some degree threatened by the presenee of im
migrants, especially those who are undocumented and less likely to protest
ill-treatment. The overall effect of immigration on economic opportunity
for native-born U.S. citizens, especially the poor, is much debated. At what
point do communal social obligations apply when, in a given case, the
exploitation of an immigrant group helps undercut prevailing wage levels
and weakens unionization efforts? Similar questions hold for Oguest worke
programs.

Historically, immigration laws have varied in how many immi
grants to admit and from what countries. U.S. and international law has
distinguished between those seeking asylum based on fear of persecution
and those who are economically driven. Both groups need fair and humane
adjudication of their cases and respect for basic human righesU.S. has
a somewhat symbiotic history with Mexiaothe use and frequent abuse
of agricultural laborers; the ObraceroO program formalized this at one time
E\ ZLWKKROGLQJ VRPH ZDJHV IRU ¢QDO SD\PI
Mexican laborers to return home. The broad picture of economically-driver
immigration can also be seen in the European Union; trade and aid policies
can make for less desperation in developing countries, where social safety
nets are very limited. Climate change is expected to increase migration
worldwide as some areas become too arid to farm or simply too close to
rising sea levels.
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Current Challenges and Choices

6LOQFH XQGRFXPHQWHG ZRUNHUV DUH QI
KRZ PDQ\ DUH LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDW&EYV -RVW®
OLRQ 7KH WUDJLF GHDWKYV RQ 7H[DV +LJKZD
WDNHQ E\ WKRVH ZKR FRPH KHUH RXW RI GHV
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV DUH LQ WKH IRUP RI OI
WKHLU IDPLOLHY FKLOGUHQ ZKR FR MORVNV RKR
EXVLQHVVHV DQG VXSSRUW RI ORWRBEGHRRQR
PLJUDWLRQ ODZ JHQHUDOO\ ZLWK WKH FRPS
XQOLNHO\ WKDW WKHVH PLOOLRQ\ EIHX@IGRRF!

3UHVHQW LPPLJUDWLRQ ODZV KDYH FDX
ZLVK WR LPPLJUDWH LQ RQH RI WKHR@®WKREH C
E\ IDPLO\ PHPEHUY RU 8 6 HPSOR\HUV ZKR Z1
DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU DVVOXP E\ UHIXJHHV AHHL:
tries.

(QIRUFHPHQW HIIRUWY E\ WKH 8 6 JRYH
UHVRXUFHYV LQ WKH DUHD RI ERUGSHQRFRQWUF
SDUWLFXODUO\ WKRVH LQ WRXJK OGREQ@DJHL
RI DQG GLVUHVSHFW IRU SdcOmeadd DrxiskgioRrid L W
HFRQRPLF DFWLYLW\ %RUGHU IHQFLQJ WKR?
DUHDV LV D VLJQ RI IDLOXUH DQG FUHDWHYV
WKDQ WLPH WR XSGDWH LPPLJUDWLRQ ODZYV

5HIRUP WKH LPPLJUDQW GHWHQWLRQ DQG GHS
QRW LPSULVRQHG LQGH¢{QLWHO\ WUHDWHG SXC
OHDYLQJ \RXQJ FKLOGUHQ ERUQ LQ WKH 8 6 D¢
from their parents and put in foster care.
3D\PHQW RI D 30LYLQJ ZDJH" ZRXOG EULQJ PRU
PDUNHW DQG PDNH HPSOR\HUV OLWHUDOO\ YDO
VDQFWLRQV RQ HPSOR\HUV ZRXOG GHFUHDVH W
D ODUJHU VFDOH GHFUHDVH WKH 3SX0O0 " Rl WKI
(VWDEOLVK D ZRUNDEOH 3SDWK WMgRf finhevBpieht! Q V K L
VHHNLQJ OHJDO VWDWXV FRQWULEXWLQJ WR W
SD\LQJ ¢QHV ZKHUH DSSURSULDWH SRVVLEO\ R
4. End gross discrimination in country quotas, such as that between Cuban and

+DLWLDQ LPPLJUDQWY DQG LQFUHDVH FRRSHUL
,QFUHDVH DV\OXP IRU IDPLOLHVY HQGDQJHUHG E
8 6 EHDUV UHVSRQVLELOLW\ VXFK DV ,UDTLV Xt
regions.

$ SUD\HU IRU 3WKH VRXOV RI WKH-RQHYV
WDFKHG WR WKH DOWDU IHQFH LQ 9LFWRULD
UHFRJQL]H WKDW *LQGHHG *RG PDDBEHHIMWEVH
LQJ QHZV WKDW ZH FDQ KHDU RQO\ E\ UHFHL"

1 3& 868% *HQHUDO $VVHPEO\ 5HVROXWLRQ RQ ,PPLJUDWLRQ
2 7KH WH[W RI WKDW SRéayars for tR©ONewESaciivak@BgL QRVVR DQG +LQVRQ +DVW\ HG
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6XVWDLQDEOH FRPPXQLWLHV PDU
access to good jobs, and public safety.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

Between the images of the chaos of Babel in Genesis and the new
Jerusalem coming down from heaven in Revelation, there is a powerful yet
simple image in Micah of a peaceful Zion where Othey shall sit every one
XQGHU WKHLU RZQ YLQH RU ¢(¢J WUHH DQG QR
4:4). Here is seen much of the biblical promise of right living: that a person
not build and another inhabit; that communities not be isolated from meaning
IXO ZRUN WKDW RQH VKRXOG EH DEOH WR [IX
and, that homes and communities should be free of violence and fear

This holistic goal of the Social Creed brings together the interdepen
dent components needed for communities to survive: housing, jobs, and sec
rity, all in a healthy environment. Effective public transportation is addressed
HOVHZKHUH DV SDUW RI 3DFFHVV WREM RGWKRI
OHDVW DGHTXDWH EHQH/,; WV DQG GHFHQW ZRI
grow in oneQOs vocation and create worthy products or services that build up
KXPDQ OLIH 33XEOLF VDIHW\" PHDQWIRRGDSKR
priate control of guns and other weapons, and freedom from fear. Historically
KRXVLQJ LV FRQVLGHUHG 3DIIRUGDEOH" ZKHC(C
30% of their income on housing costs.

$ 3KRXVLQJ ZDJH" LV WKH DPRXQW D-1X0O¢(
IRUG WKH IDLU PDUNHW UHQW DQG KXRW.H MNKIDH
of oneOs income. Nationally, the hourly housing wage in 2005 for a two-bed
room unit was $15.78. Yet 90% of renter households live in counties where
WKH DYHUDJH KRXUO\ ZDJH ZDV LQVXlIlg¢

,Q '"HWURLW IRU H[DPSOH D KRXVHKROG

WR DIIRUG WKH IDLU PDUNHW UHQW DQG
apartment. Yet, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that one-third of Detroit
UHVLGHQWY HDUQHG OHVV WKDQ WKH R
four; 47.8% of the cityOs children lived below the poverty level. Nationally,
600,000 families and 1.35 million children endure homelessness each year

Until 2007, housing costs rose faster than wages. HarvardOs Joint
Center on Housing Studies estimates that, as a result, one-third of U.S. hous
holds were spending more than 30% of income on housing; more than 12%
spend over 50% of income on housing; and 2.5 million households live in se
verely inadequate housing. Millions of U.S. households were already cutting
GRZQ RQ IRRG DQG PHGLFDO H[SHQVHV WR PH

Current Challenges and Choices

W LV LPSRUWDQW WR SXW LQ FRQWH[W
SDUWLFXODUO\ EODPHG RQ 3VXESULWPWY LRRIUW
possibilities for strengthening hurt communities.
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Internal migration within the U.S. tells us where sustainable-com
munities are perceived to be. For more than a century, economic growth ha
been led by well-placed or well-planned cities encouraging development ant
drawing effectively upon surrounding regions. As transportation and com
munication costs decreased, a smaller number of cities came to overshadou
most others, leaving parts of the country depressed and depopulating as ott
areas prospered. Rural areas have generally declined in population, even
where subsidies and favored crops or resources have allowed some to pros
per. In most cities, de-industrialization and lack of good jobs have left sub
stantial Oinner citiesO impoverished, even as there has been some job grov
in still-sprawling suburbs. The inner city lack of revenue means poor school
and, with lack of access to good jobs and housing segregafiectj\ef
abandonment for poorer residents. Increased homelessness, drug trade an
other crimes are symptoms of communitiegxtremis but the larger crime
can be called Ostructural racism,O a color-coded pattern of severe poverty.

It is in this context that a disproportionate number, about 30%, of
subprime home mortgages were made to African Americans, when up to ha
PD\ KDYH TXDOL¢{¢HG IRU UHJXODU PRUWJDJH\
hoods. Subsequent attention has focused on the ways subprime (actually
higher interest and higher risk) mortgages were re-packaged into complex
securities and then further mixed into highly leveraged ObetsO by eager
investment bankers. The process started in the 1970s when usury lawsN
against exploiting the poor with ruinous interest ratesNwere dismantled.
(Other growth in the mega-banks is built on high interest credit card debt.)
Accountability begins with the Federal Reserve and a mindset that down
played the failures of Enron, Long Term Capital and lessons from Japanese
DQG EURDGHU $VLDQ EDQN FULVHYV 7TKRVH Z
greatest responsibility.

Here are some policies to help local communities and governments

1. Court-supervised renegotiation of all subprime mortgages, whether in foreclosure
or not. This is one way to redress ptedalending, particularly in the black
community. Re-legislate interest maximums for all lending to prevent usury.

2. New housing subsidies targeted to affordable housing construction on previously
used land near public transportNno furtlsebsidies for sprawl.

3. Assistance to state and local governments contingent on plans and programs for
green energy, public transportation, new businesses, and use of abandoned land

4. Economic planning boards for all cities and states, tied to accountability for tax-
payer funds and earmarks, and including voting public representatives on the
governing boards of banks, utilities, and companies receiving public money.

$ :QDQFLDO SURGXFW VDIHW\ FRPPLVVLRQ WR ¢
exploitation.

1 U.S. Census Bureau, see: www.census.gov

2 The Harvard Joint Center on Housing study, see: jchs.harvard.edu
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... Public service as a high vocation,
with real limits on the power of private interests in politics.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

God calls both individual public servants and the whole Christian
community to political responsibility on behalf of the common gdde:
Bible describes the characteristics of wise and foolish rulers, tyrants and
weaklings, and many in-between. The distinction between rulers and proph
HWV LV FOHDUO\ GH¢{,QHG DV ZHOO 7KH SURS
from those in power forms the root of our much later concept of the divi
sion between church and state. It is clearly not a division between faith and
politics, as faith has always motivated political activity. Similarly, it is hard
not to legislate morality, since members of our communions are inevitably
motivated by Christian conscience, even when other interests are at work.
Respect for individual conscience, informed by Spirit and scripture, underlie:
the commitment to Oone person, one vote.O Virtue in both leaders and citiz
is to keep the broadest possible interest in view, and to resist corruption by
particular interests. The task is not to deny that interest group politics exists,
but to create structures of transparency and incentives for broader visions o
national purpose and democracy itself.

Politics is considered a Ohigh vocationO because of the broad impe
that public decisions have on a wider community. It is as OhighO as it is mc
democratic and most in service to the common good. Politics necessarily
involves personalities and differing positions, but as a form of communal
GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ LW EHQH WV IURP RUGHUO
of JesusO great reversals was his demonstration that Owhoever wishes to k
great among you must become as a servantO (Mk 10:43). This understandit
stands near the beginning of the movement toward democracy over the last
two thousand years, and acknowledges that all forms of democracy are still
imperfect.

6RPH KLVWRULFDO GLI¢(FXOWLHV RI WKH
the franchise: The original Constitution did not envision direct election of
senators, voting by women, men without property, or African Americans.
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 marks the assertion of federal authority to
defend people of color from discrimination in voting, but vote Osuppression(
methods, restrictions on voting times and places, and felon disenfranchise
ment, still exclude African Americans disproportionately. Voting is largely
tKkH SURYLQFH RI VWDWHYV WKHUH LV QffasiB.l¢ U
Another holdover from earlier times, the Electoral College, is intentionally
XQGHPRFUDWLF LQADWLQJ WKH LQAXHQFH R
on Oswing statesO to the neglect of Ospectator states,O and sometimes ov
ruling the popular vote entirely. Fortunately, early and absentee voting lesse
lines on election days. Despite concerns over machine undercounts and
computer glitches, there has been no repeat of the Florida 2000 debacle.
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Current Challenges and Choices

In campaigning and governance, the challenges of U.S. politics re
late generally to the inverse proportion between money and participétien.
PRUH PRQH\ LV LQYROYHG2PRVW ED\Rig@O\ L
fewer persons can enter the process. The more monied interests can shape
the debate on a given issue, the fewer options will be considered by-the vot
ersNand by their elected representatives. When the political system is able t
resist what may be termed Othe power of market leaders,O a greater meast
of fairness can result.

For politics to be a high vocation, power must be exercised with
DFFRXQWDELOLW\ DQG WUDQVSDUHQF\ DERXYV
blowers should not be retaliated against; rules for preserving documents
VKRXOG EH IROORZHG 7KH SXEOLF GHVHUYH
DUH \¢anl goluggnment failures, non-partisan investigations should be
automatic. The Justice Department and intelligence services should be kept
free of cronyism and corruption due to abuses such as selective prosecutior
and unwarranted investigation, cyber-tapping and the like.

The decision of the Obama campaign in 2008 to forgo public
dancing and raise approximately $700 million dollars poses new questions
about campaign duration and dependence on donors (funds from lobbyists
were declined by Obama but allowed by the Democratic Party). The usual
BHSXEOLFDQ 3DUW\ (QDQFLDO DGYDQWDJH ZI
month election cycle totaled almost $2 billion, much of it spent on televi
sion advertising. Perhaps the long primary process, seen by some to give ta
P X F K ukr@eito atypical early states, functioned not only to test and OvetC
W Kridl gandidates, but to help a black candidate become accepted. There i
proposals that would start the process later, rotate the early primaries more
fairly, and provide public airtime for major party representatives to introduce
themselves and their plans. The internet provided many video clips, but the
acceptance of public TV airtime could enable systematic questioning on key
issues.

6 S Hé&policies to honor the Oone person, one voteO principle and
increase voting levels include:

Making election day a legal holiday or weekend; restricting all contributions to
political advertising or parties by government contractors as well as lobbyists; profes
sionalizing the oversight of elections and re-districting by non-partisan, civil-service-
JRYHUQHG FRPPLVVLRQV QRW KHDGHG E\ HOHFWH(
reliability and audit-ability of voting machinery through paper trails; an interstate
compact to vote all electoral votes for thimner of the popular vote (or removing the
Electoral College outrightineasures to make registration easier or more universal,
including automatic return of voting rights to felons who have paid their debts {o soci
ety; completing the enfranchisement of District of Columbia residents. Some forms o
voting may improve representation for minority views: ranked choice, instantfrun-of
voting and proportional representation for multi-seat councils.

For politics to be a high calling for everyone, however, it is not
enough to improve structures. Civic virtues like honor and concern for the
common good are crucial to the legitimacy of the process.
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$GRSWLRQ RI VLPSOHU OLIHVW\OF
HQRXJK JUDFH RYHU JUHHG LQ
$FFHVV IRU DOO WR FOHDQ DLU D1
WKURXJK ZLVH FDUH RI ODQG D
6XVWDLQDEOH XVH RI HDUWKTYV Ul
WLYH HQHUJ\ VRXUFHV DQG SXtI
ELQGLQJ FRYHQDQWYV WR UHGX
SURWHFW SRSXODWLRQV PRVW
(TXLWDEOH JOREDO WUDGH DQG D
HFRQRPLHV FXOWXUHV DQG OL
3HDFHPDNLQJ WKURXJK PXOWLOD'
XQLODWHUDO IRUFH WKH DERC
VWUHQJWKHQLQJ RI WKH 8QLW I
LQWHUQDWLRQDO ODZ
1XFOHDU GLVDUPDPHQW DQG UHG
WR PRUH SHDFHIXO DQG SURGX
&RRSHUDWLRQ DQG GLDORJXH IRL
MXVWLFH DPRQJ WKH ZRUOGTV



$GRSWLRQ RI VLPSOHU OLIHV W\
HQRXJK JUDFH RYHU JUHHG LQ

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

*RGTV ¢UVW JLIW WR XV LV RXU OLIH LQ
*RGTV GHFODUDWLRQ WR KXPDQV ZDV DQG L'
LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH ZDV LPPHGLDWHO\WKKH JH
VWRU\ KDUG ODERU LV UHTXLUH & DSYDLIRQFIQ/G
WKH QDWXUDO RUGHU )RU PRVW RI KXPDQ KL
KDV EHHQ WKH SULPDU\ ZzD\ RI OLIW\ puXIIyxau
FXOWLYDWHG LQ VXFK DQ HQYLURQPHQW VXI
FKDOOHQJHV QRZ EHIRUH XV

2YHU WKH SDVW \HDUV KRZHYHU KXFP
IHULQJ IRU VRPH DQG JRRG IRUWXGHVIRRD RV
GLIIHUHQW IRUP Rl DEXQGDQFH LQ GHYHORSF
DOO\ ZDVWHIXO DQG GHWULP BQMWDHD (Y\RRG KXWIXI
,VUDHOTV HVFDSH |UR P DWHLB DWHIGHD WQJ [ W5 W
QHVV EXW LW FDQQRW H K VYWR OH O U QB @ KR
WXBPQ@®DG KDYH PRXQGHG LW XS UDWKHU W
RQO\ ZKDW ZW\Q@HHIBHRGI\ LQ RXU PXFK GLIIHU
RI D OLPLWOHVV *PRUH" QRZ SRLVR®WX UWDKH R
FRQIXVLQJ QHHGV DQG ZDQWV LQRXGDEODJ I
WKH DFKLQJO\ SRRU

*UDQWHG WKHUH DUH JHRJUDSKLF-DQG
OLH WKLV GLVSDULW\ DPRQJ SHRSOHV RI WKF
GHVHUW DUH QRW DSW WR HQMR\ WRKLHQ WD RBIW
1IRUWKHDVWHUQHUY WDNH IRU JWKMHQIWRHD G %X
RQH DQG RQO\ &UHDWLRQ DQG LXW REKWRQ WHDU
7KH EHVW FRQWULEXWLRQ RI VLPSOHSOMIWHR
UHVRXUFHV DOORZ WKH QDWXUD ORHQ YU ROQF
WLYH DQG *FDUU\LQJ" FDSDFLWLHQRZQBQ GO
WKH IXWXUH2PRUH FKDQFH WR JURZPS/QY © LI\

7KH QHZ 6RFLDO &UHHG LQYLWHV XY WR
ZH OLYH RXU OLYHV &KDQJHV RQ D ODUJH V
DQG UHIJXODWLRQV DGRSWHG E\ JRYHUQPHQYV
LW LV QRW HQRXJK WR OD\ RXWR RWMKHRISHRB
TKHUHIRUH WKH &UHHGTV JXLGDQFH LV DGGU
FKXUFKHVY W FDOOV IRU FRPPLWPHQ® BKIG!
WKDW RXWZDUG DFWLRQ LQ LWVDFODRW LRU WH
RI FKDUDFWHU WKDW 3WUHDV XUH VX QKW RHRQWHL!
D VSLULWXDOLW\ RI LQQHU JURZW I54"U6&/LRPBODAH
DUGVKLS WKDW VKRZV DZDUH@HHKWLRHVIEDYEHFI
ZRUOG
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Greed is an old false-friend of the human race, an exaggerated form
of self-interest, and perhaps a less popular sin in light of the grandiosity that
ledto the current economic crisis. The juxtaposition of grace with greed says
at least three things: that greed is still a sin, opposite the virtue of sharing; th
there is adrm of graciousness in our self-limitation to OenoughO and that
there can be cooperation as well as competition in economic exchange.

Current Challenges and Choices

BHUKDSV WKH ¢(¢UVW FKRLFH LV DWWLW X!
FXW EDFN ZH FDQ VDERWDJH WKH LGHDOLVW
V KD U H @ed/ Drfng cgn embrace the possibility of contributing to a bettet
future, preserve species, and exercise our creativity in reducing our censum|
tion and disposal of resources. In traditional spiritual terms, we can let the
QHZ GLVFLSOLQHV RI HQYLURQPHQWWDKL QY\F HDV
more for Spirit, less gobbling up of experiences and more growing of friend
ships, less consumption and more community, more hand-made and less str
mall.

To reduce consumption, we can OstewardO our use of plastic and
minimize the amount of non-biodegradable garbage we contribute tosEarth®
OLPLWHG VSDFH 7KH DYHUDJH $PHULFDQ SUI
with the United States producing more garbage as a country than China (fou
WLPHV LWV VL]H H FDQ 3UHSDLU" DQG 3UHF
UHSODFH FDUV DSSOLDQFHV IXUQLWXUH
riculture, with fresh, less-processed foods, grown without pesticides and witt
care for maintaining healthy, fertile soil. It is healthier for consumers, for the
VRLO IRU ORFDO HFRQRPLHV2DQG FRQVXPHYV

At a second level, we may begin to detach from Oconspicuous con
sumptionO and Opositional® goods, scaling down the footprint of our homes
the carbon footprint of our cars. Repositioning oneOs imagination and refer
ence groups may be a lot harder than saving shower water for the plants, bu
more grace may come.

&RQJUHIDWLRQV RIWHQ EHJLQ ZLWK VPD
using ceramic rather than plastic coffee cups, recycling their paper, and buy
ing fair trade coffee. In the process they learn more about issues, solutions,
D Q G cGitiekg, It is an important educational experience, showing that some
things are easier to do than we had imagined, others need to be feneadif
O\ DQG QHZ SRVVLELOLWLHY DV ZHOO DV QHZ
FRQJUHIJDWLRQ LV DOVR D VLIJQL¢{¢FDQW UHIHL
, ) WKH FKXUFK OHWYV VRPH RI LWV LQDPQAUREEL
RU LI LW LQVWDOOV VRODU FROXIFIVR UM R®H'
E these are acts of witness and evangelism.

7KH ORQJHU WHUP LOQWHUGHSHQGHQW L
plify leaves a little more of this one Creation for someone else who needs th
OgoodO of it, and carries a little more of GodOs promise that Othe earth ma
be failO(Sir Francis Bacon).
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... Access for all to clean air and water and healthy food,
through wise care of land and technology.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

One of the basic human rights is the right to have access to clean
water, the foundation of life. The biblical images of the Red Sea parting
and baptism, of wells being dug and water drawn, of justice running down
like a rushing stream and the river running through the new Jerusalem for
the healing of the nations ... these are not polluted waters. Nor is the smoke

RI DQFLHQW VDFUL¢{FHV WKH NLQG RI DLU SR
toxic, creates asthma on a large scale, and darkens the skies of the future.
The biblical world presumes a natural goodness we must preserve, though
we may now see GodOs providential hand in the work of agricultural scienci
and the green revolution. The Owise careO spoken of here is not simply use
and greater extraction. A new, more organic and wilderness-preserving gree
revolution is needed to provide the basics around the world.

In the U.S., this line of the Social Creed may sugged®tine Food
and Drug Actthe work of the Environmental Protection Agency, the state
RI¢(¢FLDOV SURWHFWLQJ UHVHUYRLUV DQG PRt
blessings of catalytic converters, and now hybrid and all-electric vehicles.
Yet, worldwide, 1.1 billion people do not have ready access to clean, potabls
water; this contributes to the preventable deaths of 1.8 million children each
year. Unsanitary conditions spread disease, contaminate food, and link to
extreme poverty and high mortality rates. We are reminded of the obligation
LQ DQFLHQW ,VUDHO WR OHDYH SRUWLRQV RI
poor and the sojourner (Lev 23:22; Deut 24:21).

To provide for the basics, and to ensure the appropriate technol
ogy for long-term or sustainable development, United Nations agronomists,
economists and others put togethBitennium Development Goa(MDG).
Theyspeak to the interrelatedness of the factors for social progiess.

HLJKW 0'* EUHDNGRZQ WR TXDQWL¢,DEOH JF
Among them: all industrialized nations increasing their development aid ant
DLPLQJ WR EUHDN WKH VFRXUJH RI SRYHUW\

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education
Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality
*RDO ,PSURYH PDWHUQDO KHDOWK
*RDO &RPEDW +,9 $,'6 PDODULD DQG RWKH
Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability
Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development

It could be done. The simpler language of the Social Creed on this point is r
less ambitious.
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Current Challenges and Choices

The basic choices before all nations have to do with the role of
government, not simply as protector, but as provider, especially in the case
of water. Clean water, as a popular James Bond movie dramatizes, may
become as contested a good as oil. Many cities and communities have pre-
1908 water and sanitation systems that are now challenged by increasing
population, unpredictable weather, and faster consumption by new industrie
WKDW WKUHDWHQ VXSSOLHV ,Q VGIH \H#bHN W | |
Nobel prize winner Wangari MaathaiOs Greenbelt Movement in Kenya plan
trees around farms precisely to push the Sahara back. But water availability
is also a matter of political climate.

One of the economic/political mantras of our time is Oprivatiza
tion,O even for the goods and services that are indispensable to human life
$UIXLQJ WKDW SULYDWH RZQHUVKLS LV PRUF
water and other public services be transferred from governmental to private
ownership. In other cases, seen in the widespread use of anti-environment:
plastic water bottles, even ordinary water is marketed effectively, in part by
implicitly discrediting public water.

To choose privatization is actually to look backwards. During the
19th century many of these services were provided by private corporations,
chartered or licensed by governments. Yet service was sporadic-or inad
HTXDWH DQG PDQ\ DUHDV ZHUH OHIW XQVHUY
KXPDQ QHHG 3RVWDO VHUYLFHV ZHUH DPRQ
then municipalities decided to provide gas, water, and electricity. Even
when these necessary services remained in private hands, they were regu
lated by governments through franchises and review of the rates that were
charged. During the 1930s, the federal government created the TVA to pro
vide electric power to a large region and encouraged rural electrical cooper.
WLYHV WKDW H[WHQGHG EHQH;WV WR XQVHU
making water a commaodity has made it inaccessible to many families and
neighborhoods. Public protests have then led to the cancellation of privatize
tion programs.

But again, not all backward choices are wrong. As the U.S. govern
ment redevelops major public works programs, some directed at infrastruc
ture and some at new green industries, wise care for land and technology
comes to the fore. If equitable land stewardship involves land reform in
many parts of the world, as well as legal redress for those whose property
rights are infringed, these same issues may face the United Stdtese
WKH EHQH{; WV RI QHZ WHFKQRORJLHYV PD\ JR
QDWLRQV LQ GHYHORSHG QDWLRQRUSURDMDSW
disproportionately from public initiatives and subsidies. The whole social
ecology must be considered in such situations, and the MDG goals should
guide: with ready and free access to air and water, and the availability of
good food fromwise land use and distribution, the lives of many can be
renewed.
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... Sustainable use of earthOs resources, promoting alternativ
energy sources and public transportation,
with binding covenants to reduce global warming and
protect populations most affected.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

Our call to action by God begins in Genesis 2:15, as humankind is
placed in GodOs good and wonderful Creation and charged with the freedon
and responsibility to Otill it and keep it.O Implicit in thisghés the mutual
dynamic of our right and OjustO relation to the earth and its createsethe
HDUWK LV WKHUH IRU XV WR 3WROW 1 HaR@R YW R .
necessary material goods. BUT in return, we must Okeep it,0 giving back a
good as we get, instead of depleting it without heed to the long-term conse
quences to the earth Othat is the LordOs, and everything in it.O

TKH DZDUHQHVYVY RI HFR MXVWLFH GH¢QH
kind on a thriving earth, was not part of the 1908 Social Creed, written in the
early days of the Industrial Revolution. For the new Social Creed, after one
hundred years of industry and Otilling without keeping,O the Creation is at &
crisis point.

Current Challenges and Choices

A Lutheran ethicist writing for the Presbyterian Church distills the
VFLHQWL ¢ F GIfRh@ Wotlteked/a business-as-usual approach and
FROQWLQXHV D IRVVLO IXHO LQWHQVLYH HQHU
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projects current con
centrations of greenhouse gases could more than quadruple by the year 21C
$W WKLY UDWH WKH ,3&& SURMHFWYVY WKH JOF
LQFUHDVH Z &HOVLXV Z )DKUHQKHLW E\"

7KLY UDSLG UDWH RI JOREDO ZQGPRA&HZI

LQJ PLOOLRQV OLYLQJ LQ ORZ O\LQJ DUHDV (
UDQJH RI LQIHFWLRXY GLVHDVHYV OLNH PDODL
increase the risk of extinction for 25-30 percent of all surveyed species.A sul
sequent report released by the U.S. Climate Change Science Program claim
O[we] are very likely to experience a faster rate of climate change in the nex
\HDUV WKDQ KDV EHHQ VHHQ RYHU WKH SD

Those of us living in the United States have a unique moral respons
bility to change our energy consumption practices in the face of global clima
FKDQJH $FFRUGLQJ WR WKH :RUOG 5HVRXUFH
for nearly 30 percent of the carbon dioxide emissions produced by the com
EXVWLRQ RI IRVVLO IXHOV IURP DQG Z
for 23 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions today. There is no question
WKDW DV D QDWLRQ DQG DV LQGIPHSIXDON K
responsibility to deal with the negative consequences associated with fossil
fuel consumption and global warming.
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There are three important truths... First, the potential supply-of re
newable and alternative energy sources far exceeds the current and projectec
demand. God has truly furnished creation with energy in abundance. Neverthi
less, the second truth is that our nation still relies heavily on fossil fuels and
nuclear power to provide 93 percent of the energy we currently consume. We
are not living sustainably in relationship with GodQOs creation. This leads to the
third, sad truth: Our reliance on these traditional energy sources poses grave
GDQJHUV WR MXVWLFH SHDFH DQG WKH LQWF
a pivotal moment in history with regard to global climate change. Scientists
warn that global greenhouse gas emissions need to be reduced 80 percent be
low 1990 levels by the year 2050 in order to avert catastrophic consequences
associated with global warmingO

Policy Directions:

The World Council of Churches refers to the moral responsibility
for past industrial contributions to global warming as Oecological debt,O and
observes that its costs will hit many countries of the global OSouthONwhich
did not create itNparticularly hard. "All countries, however, will need to join
in binding covenants that build on the Kyoto Protocols, even if countries bear
different dimensions of the burden of change. The U.S. will need mandatory
and aggressive legislation to reduce carbon emissions from all soAraks.
the churches may need to insist that we are morally bound to take in refugees
driven by already irreversible climate changes elsewhere in the world, even if
our habits do change.

7KH 6RFLDO &UHHG VSHFL{FDOO\ QDPHV =
and public transportationO as areas for major change in our soeretygy
footprint. With the abject failure of the U.S. automakers to anticipate rising oil
FRVWYV LI QRW HFRORJLFDO QHHGY DQG WKH
oil companies from the nationOs Oaddiction,O it is clearly time for serious put
planning and policy changes, including:

1. Internalize all social and environmental costs related to greenhouse gas emissions into the
prices of fossil fuels;
5HGLUHFW VXEVLGLHV DQG LQFHQWLYHV WR UHQHZDEO
IRVVLO IXHO QXFOHDU SRZHU DQG XQMXVWL¢DEOH DJL
$GRSW QHZ HI¢FLHQF\ VWDQGDUGYV IRU EXLOGLQJV DS¢
grid to encourage decentralized and distributed power generation;
JRU VXVWDLQDEOH FRPPXQLWLHV VKLIW WR UDLO EDVF
emphasizes mass transit;
6XVSHQG DOO QHZ FRDO ¢(UHG DQG QXFOHDU SODQW FR
DFWLYH ZDVWH SUREOHPYVY KDYH EHHQ VLIJQL,FDQWO\ D!
6. Revise U.S. national security policies that seek to control overseas oil supplies;
(QFRXUDJH LQGLYLGXDOV DQG FKXUFHKdiyesW R OHDG VRF

Through the grace of God, humans have been placed in this wonder
ful Creation, with the freedom to share in its beauty and its abundance to mee
our basic needs. However, God also reminds us to save NoahOs animals, ar
OkeepO the earth when we OtillO it E that it may continually and fairly provide
for many generations after this one.

1 and? are both taken fromhe Power to Change: U.S. Energy Policy and Global WarmiggH FXWLYH 6XPPDU\ RI *HQ
EO\ SROLF\ SUHSDUHG E\ -DPHV ODUWLQ 6FKUDPP 3& 86% SRVWHG RQOIL
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.. Equitable global trade and aid that protects
local economies, cultures and livelihoods.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

OAlmost everyone is familiar with the power of the world- mar
ket system; yet the Christian tradition speaks of the whole earth as GodO
householdNOoikoumeneONfrom the same NT Greek word from which we ge
economics, ecology, and ecumenical. Along with the many wonders of the
microchip and instant communication, globalization also brings intensifying
economic, technological, educational and political division among and within
countriesE The biblical vision begins with Eone God creating one human
ity, and includes GodGs Jredeeming work in Christ reconciling across division
E Martin Luther King Jr.Os image of a Oworld houseO was his version of the
BibleOs vision of a world made new and at peace. We believe that the visiot
and values of the Oworld houseO are more encompassing than those of the
Oworld market,® and we also remember JesusO warning that Ono city or ho
divided against itself will stand® (Mt 12:25).0

Within this framework, the marketOs key characteristics are its
short-term bias and its need for serious regulation on both the national and
LQWHUQDWLRQDO OHYHOV :LWK UHJDUG WR
MREV FUHDWHG VKRUW WHUP FDQ VLIJQL¢(FDQ
FKLHI FRQVLGHUDWLRQ RI FRUSRQ@PWHIRH/ S VI
which is not always in the best interest of local economies in the longer term
In the name of breaking down barriers to trade and investmew/atie
Trade Organization and international agreements such as the North Americe
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), have limited the power of governments to
regulate their own economies. Under these agreements, corporations have
challenged many laws enacted by governments to protect their people, their
resources and environments, and the health of their econoffiesesults
have included harder working conditions, exposure to harmful substances,
absorption of family farms by agribusiness and Ofactory farming,O destructit
of local economies by global marketing, patenting of indigenous crop strains
LQFUHDVHG GHSHQGHQF\ RQ JHQHWLFDOO\ PF
cals, and undocumented migrations of displaced people looking for work.

With regard to the second market characteristic noted above,
political scientists often call attention to an ironic fact: the same people
who object to any treaty or agreement that gives new powers to the United
Nations, international courts, and other such bodies have often been eager t
compromise the power of local, state, and national governments to regulate
economic matters. Without accountability, international trade agreements ca
constitute a massive transfersovereignty to corporations and to semi-secret
partnerships established by the World Trade Organization. In opposition to
this trend, other voices insist on the right of sovereign countries to regulate
DIJULFXOWXUH LQGXVWU\ DQG WUDGH IRU Wt
offood VXI¢FLHQF\ SXEOLF VHUYLFHVY HPSOR\PFH
investment policies, intellectual property, and dispute resolution. This is es
pecially crucial in dealing with indigenous peoples, whose traditional wisdorr
deserves respect and who have the right to adapt to new situations in their
own ways, not at the direction of global forces.
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Current Challenges and Choices

The General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
issued a far-reaching statement, OCovenanting for Justice in the Economy a
the Earth,O in Accra, Ghana in 2004t criticized the ideology of Oneoliber
alism,O which encourages unrestrained competition and consumerism, priva
ownership without social obligations, and accumulation of wealth without
regard to consequences, and sees governmentOs role to be the protection o
markets, not regulation of markets or promotion of economic justice. In this
document and the World Council of ChurchesO work on OPoverty, Wealth, al
Ecology,O Christians around the world are asked to respond to the pleas of
people long-silenced, taken for granted, or exploited for othansO

Christian mission co-workers, as they proclaim GodOs love and invit
DOO SHRSOH LQWR IHOORZVKLS RIWHQ ¢QG W
development as a tangible sign of what they are preaching. Their work is
sometimes assisted by Omicrocredit,O offering small loans to local farmers ¢
traders; the church-related international development cooper@ikasredit
has become a worldwide support to such activities.

&KXUFKHV LQ PRUH DIAXHQW FRXQWULHYV
chasing fair trade coffee, which guarantees a living price to producers, and
Osweat-freeO goods, which independent monitors have shown not to be pro
duced in sweatshops. Churches and Roman Catholic religious orders also j
with the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility to engage in dialogue
and witness with corporations about their practices and, if they are unrespon
sive, to divest church funds.

In addition to those actions by Christians and churches, here are
several recommended policy directions:

1. To help build capital and reduce debt in developing nations, institute a small tax

on international capital transactions (the OTobinO tax) to discourage currency
VSHFXODWLRQ DQG VWDELOL]H JOREDO ¢QDQFLD

2. Make designated U.S. courts a venue for the enforcement of international law
and human rights cases involving corporations;

,QFOXGH LQ WKH JRYHUQDQFH RI WKH :RUOG %D!
institutions a greater representation of less-developed nations;

4. Strengthen international labor, public health and environmental standards,
including the implementation of the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW);

5. Provide greater tariff assistance and debt relief to poor nations seeking a more

HYHQ 3SOD\LQJ ¢ HO Gwholekalé idrirativétiahtofTpxitlit) doQds.

As we work with our brothers and sisters around the globe, let us
heed the call to protect their livelihoods and cultures, as if they were our own
For in this new age of mutuality and global-connectedness ... thegndreje
shall celebrate and value our differences as well as our commonallty togethe
in GodOs created world.

1 Just Globalization: Justice, Ownership, and Accountability, PC(USA), 2006, p. 6.
2 Accra Confession: www.warc.ch/documents/ACCA_Pamphlet.pdf. See www.oikoumene.org for World Council resources.
3 Just Globalizationipid.
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... Peacemaking through multilateral diplomacy rather than
unilateral force, the abolition of torture, and a strengthening
of the United Nations and the rule of international law.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

“Blessed are the peacemakers,” Jesus says in the Beatitudes (Mt 5:9).
Peace is pervasive in the blessing of well-being, or shalom, that is repeatedly
pronounced by Jesus and the disciples. Acts 10:36 sums up the whole story of
Jesus as “the good news of peace.” In the Old Testament, peace often comes
after a violent struggle related to idolatry. Idolatry, the worship of false gods,
is linked to greed and injustice, thus the establishment of peace also restores
justice.! Jesus’ own “making peace by his cross” shows the deep cost of
peace, as his life shows a deep coherence between his means and ends of love
and reconciliation.

Thus peacemaking has been a Christian obligation from the begin-
QLQJ ©6RPH UHVSRQG E\ EHLQJ SDFL¢{¢VWV RW
though under clear rules of justice. In our time the notion of “just war” has
been completed by advocacy of “just peace,” for peace is not a mere absence
of war or a precarious balance of power, and peace cannot endure for long
without justice. A basic link between the peace of Christ and acts of repen-
tance, restoration, and reconciliation can be seen in the way the announcement
of the reign or kingdom of God comes with Jesus’ healing power. That heal-
ing and release from oppression is the opposite of the violence on which every
“domination system” depends.>

Multilateral diplomacy, ending the very personal terror that is torture,
building up the community of nations, and basing it all on international law:
these methods show a clear coherence with the goal of peace. What is also
VLIQL;FDQW IRU WKH FKXUFKYVY UROH WRGD\
telling, witness, confession, and forgiveness are being given practical applica-
tion among and within nations, as in the Truth and Reconciliation commis-
sions that are—still with suffering—asserting powers stronger than war.

Following the end of the Cold War, the churches initially hoped for
a “peace dividend,” but despite a decrease in its rate of growth under Presi-
dent Clinton, the U.S. continued to expand its military expenditure and use its
SVXSHUSRZHU® VWDWXV WR VHH D 3XQLSRODU"
the missed opportunity to build on the world’s sympathy and solidarity with
the United States after the September 11, 2001 attacks. Instead, U.S. leaders
embraced the action of “empire” declaring a “global war on terror.”

In the current context of wars begun in Afghanistan and Iraq in
the wake of the destruction of the World Trade Center, almost all leaders of
member communions in the National Council of Churches, and the leader-
ship of the Roman Catholic Church, opposed the Iraq war and have sought
a responsible end to the U.S. occupation of that country. The joint work of
NATO in Afghanistan was more accepted, though the support given a dictator
in Pakistan to assist in that struggle may now be seen as counterproductive.

56



Overreliance on military force has dominated recent U.S. foreign relations,
with threats of force issued against Iran for its purportedly civilian nuclear
program and tolerance of use of force by ally Israel in the maintenance of

its occupation oPalestine. In contrast, multi-lateral diplomacy has created
treaties and reduced tensions in Northern Ireland, the Balkans, and along

countless disputed borders.

Current Challenges and Choices

31DWLRQDO VHFXULW\" LV D MXVWL¢{DEO
through collective security forged in regional alliances and in the United Na
tions. NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, has been stretched be
yond the bounds of Europe, but it may yet provide a model for other regione
alliances to deal with failed states, humanitarian disasters, and regional
FRQALFWYV 7KH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV ZKLOH QR
rity through just peace, is the most comprehensive. Its Security Council has
WKH DXWKRULW\ WR DGMXGLFDWH FRQALFWYV
agencies have negotiated numerous international conventions, delegated
peacekeepers and observers, developed targeted sanctions, and provided
much development aid and emergency relief, despite the sometimes-repres
sive governments in the U.N. membership.

Overall, the value of the United Nations resides in its capacity to
focus attention and some resources on troubled areas and, through painsta
ing diplomatic efforts, to build consensus and raise standards of behavior.
Compared to the costs of wars such as Iraq (over $3 trillion when all is in
FOXGHG LW SD\V WR SD\ WKH 8 1 GXHV DQG
and peace-building missiofs.

The U.N.Os founding in 1948 was linked to the promulgation of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the foundation of many other hu
PDQ ULJKWV LQVWUXPHQWY WV FUHDWLRQ
church leadership. The Social CreedOs goals of ending torture and-strengti
ening international law would help restore U.S. leadership for human rights
generally and support the International Criminal Court in partictles pre
SRVHG FORVLQJ RI WKH *XDQWDQD P RV%IHWHIQ
centers are good steps in this direction.

Respect for international law prevents unilateral interventions and
treats terrorism as a crime rather than an act of war. This approach-encour
ages international cooperation and diplomacy, institution-building, cultural
exchange and economic development in the often weak countries where
terrorists take refuge. Better governance and peace-building within particuls
states can then connect with the positive goals named earlier in the Social
Creed.

1 This section draws on OTo Repent, To Restore, To Re-build, and To Reconcile,O a study paper of the Presbyterian Advisory
Committee on Social Witness Policy, 2008.

2 This conception is drawn partly from the biblical analysis of Walter Wink.

2 *DU\ 'R UkpbrkdiQesigns: Neoconservatism and the New Pax Americana (NY: Routledge, 2004) documents the repeated
public use of OempireO concepts by the initiators of the Iraq invasion.

4 Joseph Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes calculated the total war costs initially at $2 trillion and then revised it Gpwahdee

Trillion Dollar War (NY: Norton, 2008)
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. Nuclear disarmament and redirection of military spend
ing to more peaceful and productive uses.

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

The Bible chronicles the rise and fall of empires far larger than Isra
el, empires that overextended their reach in conquest and occupation. Josh
6DPVRQ D Q gqurebnystoftesénf irregular and guerrilla warfare. When
the prophet Samuel warns the people about the consequences of choosing |
king, he warns them of the costs they will bear: OHe will take your sonsEto
be his horsemen E to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and to make his
implements of war and equipment for his chariotsO (1 Sam 8:11-12). Jesus
much later, refers to kings needing to Ocount the costO required to do battle
and urges them to sue for peace if the price of battle is too high.

Every war has led to massive expenditures, not only of money
(including long-lasting debt), but of human lives, through death, mutilation,
emotional trauma, and disruption of social institutions. This is true for the
victors and the losers, military personnel and civilian populations. In the fact
of such destruction, it is grotesque to consider war a useful investment on th
part of any nation. This is particularly true of nuclear war.

Even when preparation for war is regarded as necessary for security
wisdom suggests that money also be directed toward more constructive
activities that can make the country more secure, with fewer negative con
sequences. An arms race diverts educational, technological, and productive
energies away from pressing human needs. It creates vested interests that
use economic and political power to continue to develop weaportsit
encourages nationalistic or religious ideologies that demonize other nations
RU JURXSY DQG LQWHQVLI\ WKH ¢HUFHQHVV F

Nuclear weapons systems are the top of the weapons pyramid and,
in the United States, include costs in the Department of Energy and so-calle
OblackO budgetary itemsNamounts kept secret for national security reasons
It should be noted that more of the federal budget for military systems has
been going Oblack,O joining the only-estimated costs of surveillance and
intelligence operations. Some nuclear-weapon-related programs, like the
technologically uncertain missile defense system or partially disclosed space
militarization research and development, threaten to make obsolete all curre
treaties.

The total military expenditure of the United States is only slightly
less than that of all other nations combined and a large part of this is for
weapons systems generally. Another large cost sector is support for over
750 military bases around the world, designed to allow Oforce projectionO
anywhere in the world. While attention has focused on the construction of

S SHUPDQHQW™ EDVHV LQ ,UDT WKHUH LV D
support for personnel to bases of all sizes in over 100 countries: airbases,
seaports, refueling stations, ordnance depots, testing sites

Current Challenges and Choices

OEconomic ConversionO is the term given to retooling the industrial
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basis of military production, and it faces strong resistance. Because of the
massive scale of military contractirgyblic spending in this area is often
called Omilitary Keynesianism.O Powerful interests protect local bases, re
gardless of military objective and stated opposition to government spending.
Similarly, individual contractors have an enormous vested interest in major
weapons programs being sustained by the government, prompting some
countries simply to nationalize their primary military manufacturers to ensure
transparency and control cost overruns. At the same time, the U.S.-govern
ment also supports the export of weapons systems: U.S.-based companies
port the largest amount of weapons in the world, often as part of our foreign

aid packages, requiring purchase of U.S.-made material

President EisenhowerOs name for this whole system was Othe mili
tary industrial complex,O and it is clearer than ever that reducing this entity
will not only save billions of dollars for countless productive uses (often
employing more people), but contribute to the worldOs safety and security.
Thus while policy considerations particularly include returning to treaties
banning the testing and manufacture of nuclear weapons, it is most importal
to muster the will to change how our nation relates to the world. Let us hear
more from General Eisenhower, in prophetic m@d he left the Presidency
on January 17, 1961:

Down the long lane of the history yet to be written America knows that this world
of ours, ever growing smaller, must avoid becoming a community of dreadful fear ant
hate, and be, instead, a proud confederation of mutual trust and respect.

Such a confederation must be one of equals. The weakest must come to the conf
HQFH WDEOH ZLWK WKH VDPH FRQ¢GHQFH DV GR Z
SDVW IUXVWUDWLRQV FDQQRW EH WVKHQESRRWWGOHR |

'LVDUPDPHQW ZLWK PXWXDO KRQRU DQG FRQ¢G
gether we must learn how to compose difference, not with arms, but with intellect an
decent purpose. Because this need is so sharp and apparent | confess that | lay dow
P\ RI¢FLDO UHVSRQVLELOLWLHYV LQ WKLV ¢HOG ZL\
who has witnessed the horror and the lingering sadness of warNas one who knows
that another war could utterly destroy this civilization which has been so slowly and
painfully built over thousands of yearsNI wish | could say tonight that a lasting peace
is in sight. ...

...To all the peoples of the world, | once more give expression to America0s praye
ful and continuing aspiration:

We pray that peoples of all faiths, all races, all nations, may have their great hu
PDQ QHH @d/thaihde Vigw denied opportunity shall come to enjoy it to the
full; that all who yearn for freedom may experience its spiritual blessings; that those
who have freedom will understand, also, its heagponsibilities; that all who are in
sensitive to the needs of others will learn charity; that the gesuof poverty, disease
and ignorance will be made to disappear from the earth, and that, in the goodness of
time, all peoples will come to live together in a peace guaranteed by the bindieg for
of mutual respect and love.

* http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/farewell.htm
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&RRSHUDWLRQ DQG GLDORJXH IRU
MXVWLFH DPRQJ WKH ZRUOGTV

Biblical, Theological, and Historical Background

&KULVWLDQ KLVWRU\ FRQWDLQV PDQ\ HJ[L
tians and between Christians and adherents of other faiths. Even when
F R i@x#\do not lead to physical violence, the violence of fanaticism may be
under the surface. Yet Christ resisted the spirit of violence even at his arrest.
7KH *RVSHO HRrs tHat3Qd Prbyided a presence, a witness, after
JesusO death. Many understand that witness to be the Spirit who touches e
KHDUW RU FRQVFLHQFH &KULVWIKDQVFIKXUHRKH
response to God, have pervasively come to reject compulsion, with churches
LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV EHLQJ S W\NMBDBX®BL(

7KH 8 6 KDV DOzZD\V EHHQ SOXUDWLVYWLF
QVWDQWO\ LQFUHDVLQJ 2WKIBUWRFQHNLUH
LIRUPLW\ DUH H[SHULHQFLQJ UHOLJLRXV G
VHV DV D PDMRU HOHPHQW RI FRQWHQWLR:
G GHQ\ UHOLJL XV OLEHUW\ RWKRUYIDA WMKHH
DGLWLRQ RI FRRSHUDWLRQ PR @J WRAE
F QG MRLQW RUDO SURJUHVYV &R X URK MAK
JXHV WKDW KDYH KHOG LQWHUIDLWK V
IXWKHU .LQJ 'D\ DUH QRZ LQYLWLQJ SDQWXKFDLE
%XGGKLVW WHPSOHVY HWF 1RW DM®R®IBUV FALRN
LV RQH UHDVRQ WKDW VLJQV RI S HMHAFAW XODJ HRL
tant, but on a personal level, the vast majority of personsfefetit faiths

¢ QG WKHPVHOYHYV ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU SHDFH

Current Challenges and Choices
OXWXDO XQGHUVWDQGLQJ LV QRW RH@W I

LQJ YLROHQFH W DOVR KLJKOLBR®WRLWRH QM
FRRSHUDWLRQ EULQJ WR WKH FKD® OHD DHYORI
OHYHO WHQVLRQV DQG GLIIHUHQFHYV DPRQJ &
UHDO -XVWLFH DQG SHDFH FDQQR®J BHD BIBIRW

DLWK WUDGLWLRQV 5HOLJLRXVUFH RIHHGRIR
ersecution does not honor God. The Social Creed is clearly-an ecu

LFDO &KULVWLDQ GRFXPHQW <HW LW HQ(
WKH VDNH RI RXU VKDUHG KXP DQH @\ XM
WLWXGH WR *RG DQG RXU VHQWVHZRIUPHQQ J
DWH D MXVW VXVWDLQDEOHKW®DBEBBFRPX

pj
IUC,O_o

Within the Christian family, we celebrate the unity of the commu
nions in the councils and conferences of churches around the Wdeldre
HQFRXUDJHG E\ JURZLQJ DUHDV RI DJUHHPHQ\

VSHDNV GLUHFWO\ IURP DQG WR 8 BQ &KQULLWWIL
ZRUN WRJHWKHU IR bikdArHdde XDkt Rds OR G §n/for
others,O so the churches offer their witness and service for the world God
continues to love.
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In this spirit we lift up a Ocompanion litanyO of the United Methodist
&KXUFK GRQH DOVR WR PDUN WKH FHQWH
shared in the joint work of our churches together.

*RG LQ WKH 6SLULW UHYHDOHG LQ -H
FDOOV XV E\ JUDFH

to be renewed in the image of our Creator,

that we may be one

in divine love for the world.

Today is the day
God cares for the integrity of creation,
wills the healing and wholeness of all life,
weeps at the plunder of earthOs goodness.
And so shall we.

Today is the day

*RG HPEUDFHY DOO KXHV RI KXPDQLYV
GHOLJKWY LQ GLYHUVLW\ DQC
IDYRUV VROLGDULW\ WUDQVIR

And so shall we.

Today is the day
*RG FULHV ZLWK WKH PDVVHV RI VWI
GHVSLVHV JURZLQJ GLVSDULW\ E
demands justice for workers in the marketplace.
And so shall we.

Today is the day

*RG GHSORUHV YLROHQFH LQ RXU KR
UHEXNHVY WKH ZRUOGTYV ZDUU
KXPEOHV WKH SRZHUIXO DQG

And so shall we.

Today is the day

*RG FDOOV IRU QDWLRQV DQG SHRSO
FHOHEUDWHY ZKHUH MXVWLF
HIXOWV ZKHQ WKH ZROI JUD]F}

And so shall we.

Today is the day

God bringsgood news to the poor,
proclaims release to the captives,
gives sight to the blind, and
sets the oppressed free.

And so shall we.

$SSURYHG E\ WKH *HQHUDO &R QMW REKHW RK VWOON 8QLWHG OHWKRG
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Questions for Study and Discussion

,Q WHDFKLQJ WKH 6RFLDO &UHHG VRPH
WLI\ NH\ LVVXHV RI IDLWK DQG HG® IGieRMfe RU F
in abundanceO (from both a personal and communal perspective). Others
KDYH FRQFHDOHG WKH FKXUFK RULUghagiosQ G
VRPHWLPHY VXUSULVLQJ WKRVH ZKR @/ KLIQHV
PDWWHUYV 7KH SRLQW RI WKHVH TXHVWLRQ'
RXU SHUVRQDO zZD\V WR FRQQHFW WR WKH F
call to action. A OsocialO creed is meant to foster change-creating conver
VDWLRQ DERXW ZKDW QHHGY WR KDSSHQ QH
ZRUOG

1. Is there a value in having a short summary of Christian social teaching’
Do people considering the truth of Christianity care about its commit-
PHQW WR MXVWLFH" ,V WKH SXEOLF ZLWQ

:KDW PDNHV D GRFXPHQW 3SURSKHWLF"™"
DQG HYHQ GHQXQFLDWLRQ RI ZURQJGRHUV

17 and Mt 23.) Does it also need OpathosO or a feeling for the fate
of those judged responsible for the suffering of others? Especially in its
opening and closing paragraphs does the Social Creed contain too mu

positive OannunciationO of a better future? Were the prophets more
UHDOLVWLF DERXW VRFLDO FRQALH%W‘GBM?D—UU

'"RHVY WKH 6RFLDO &UHHGYTV FRQFHUQ ZLW
RI DIGUPDWLRQV FRQALFW ZLWK WKH HPSK
document? Are some rights and concerns left out? (Which ones N and
are some implied, if not stated?)

6RPH RI WKH 6RFLDO &UHHG DI(UPDWLRQ"
directions. They are designed to help apply Christian ethics to enduring
DQG HPHUJLQJ SUREOHPV $UH VRPH WRR
bound? Too practical?

,Q WKH VHFRQG MHMWveRdomrhyrityPrieatld aRdad)ion
WKH FRPPXQDO WKHPH EHJLQV ZLWK KXPD:
ZRUN Rl WKH FRPPRQ JRRIGFaith] whaiddiyjduy W \
alsneed to care for themselves VSRNH PRUH RI ULJKWYV
GLJQLW\ WKLV RQH VSHDNV PRUH RI UHVS
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHYV +RZ PXFK LV WKH UR
RXW" $UH WKHVH DI4(UPDWLRQV WRR LQVL

62



10

Do

7KH WKLUG VH i HopeDwerkihg iodstheR Q take care of the
world ZRXOG VWUHQIJWKHQ WKH UXOH RLYOWDQ

WKH QXPEHU RI ZHDN RU 3IDLOHG” VWDWHYV
DQG FRUUXSWLRQ LV WKLV VHFWLRQ WRR K
RSPHQW ZLWKRXW UHJXODWLRQV DJDLQVW

7KH 6RFLDO &UHHG HPSKDVL]HVY FUHDWLYH
LW LV QRW D QHFHVVDULO\ SDFL¢ VW VWDWI
3VRIW™ RU 3VPDUW’™ SRZHU GR \RX IDYRU" *L
HVWV LQFOXGLQJ WKRVH LQYROYHG LQ GHIF
WKH FRXQWU\ VWDUW SHFRQRPLF FRQYHUVL

7KH FORVLQJ VHFWLRQ VSHDNV WR WKH YL
VDU\ IRU WKH WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ RI ERWK FlI
VRXUFHYV RI WKHVH VSLULWXB®PXQWW'L H#VR
FKDUDFWHU"" 'R PDWHULDO EDVLFV QHHG V
EHQH¢ WV RI VKDUHG DFWLRQ™"

7KH 6RFLDO &UHHG UHIHUV WR WKH $FFUD
5HIRUPHG &KXUFKHVY DQG WKH 3RYHUW\ :HD
'RUOG &RXQFLO RI &KXUFKHV 7KHVH GRFXF
DQG WROHUDWLRQ RI SRYHUW\ GLYLGLQJ W
PDUNHW"™ LGHRORJ\ MXVWLI\LQJ WKHVH GLY
DW FRQVHQVXV VWDWHPHQWY E\ &KULVWLD:

7KH 6RFLDO &UHHG SRLQWYV WR PDQ\ ODUJH
SUDFWLFDO DQG FRQFUHWH , VLW PRUH UL
WLRQ PDWWHU" ,V LW PRUH LPSRUWDQW WE

'KDW UROHV GR \RX WKLQN WKH FKXUFKHV \
VSRQVH WR WKH 6RFLDO &UHHG" /HWWHUV
OHJLVODWLYH ERGLHV" &KDQJHV LQ LQYHV'
&RPPXQLW\ RUJDQL]JLQJ"

+RZ PLIKW WKH FXUUHQW HFRQRPMWLRQLRLW
FRPPLWPHQW WR WKH DI, UPDWLRQV RQ WK
SRLQWYV WKDW PD\ DFKLHYH QHZ DZDUHQHV"®

es your church have a bike rack? Did your youth group build it? Do you have a

garden for the local food pantryThe following page will direct you to additional

U

HVRXUFHVY DQG VWXG\ PDWHULDOV DOVR OLVWHCGC

FUHDWLQJ DZDUHQHVV DQG HQFRXUDJLQJ DFWLRQ
Creed. As individual study groups and congregations explore and discuss this histori
document, we expect these web-based platforms to evolve, and/tovge welcome

your thoughts, suggestions and sharing of ih Bld@stories as you reach out to

the world ...

in faith, in love and in hope.
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View this 28-minute DVD,
and find resource materials for
further study and discussion of

the Social Creed at:
www.pcusa/acswp/

socialcreed.htm

www.hudrivpres.org

WwWWw.ncccusa.org

Details on page 4
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