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Ten Dynamic New Racial Ethnic & New  
Immigrant Worshiping Communities

“Then people will come from east and west, from north and south, and will 
eat in the kingdom of God.”—Luke 13:29

In the following pages, we invite you to explore 10 dynamic new racial 
ethnic and new immigrant worshiping communities. New immigrant 
worshiping communities are the fastest-growing communities of faith in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Of the 10,282 churches in the PC(USA), 
more than 12 percent are racial ethnic congregations. And, if we include other 
Presbyterian worshiping communities, almost 15 percent are racial ethnic.  
The PC(USA) has ignited the movement to grow 1001 new worshiping 
communities in the next 10 years.  More than 85 percent of the new 
worshiping communities that have recently registered with the PC(USA) are 
racial ethnic.

Many of these communities that gather regularly for prayer and worship 
are not counted in the annual statistics of the Stated Clerk or by Research 
Services in the PC(USA), because they have not yet developed into chartered 
congregations. These pages highlight the ministries of congregations, Bible 
study groups, fellowships, and new church developments.

In Racial Ethnic & Women’s Ministries/PW,  we collaborate with 
congregations and mid councils, assisting in the church’s efforts to become 
more diverse and igniting the movement to grow multiracial, multilingual, 
and cross-cultural worshiping communities.

Presbyterian Mission Agency
Racial Ethnic & Women’s Ministries/PW
100 Witherspoon Street
Louisville, KY 40202-1396
800-728-7228, x5362
www.pcusa.org/racialethnic
www.pcusa.org/women
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Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship
presbyterydecristo.org/80585011080635
2450 East Fort Lowell Road
Tucson, AZ 85719 
520-404-0547 
Rev. Georges Bitar 
bitargeorges89@gmail.com
Presbytery de Cristo

Guided by the Spirit of God, and sensing a need for a Middle Eastern 
fellowship in Tucson, Arizona, the New Church Development Committee 
of Presbytery de Cristo and Middle Eastern Ministries in the Office of Racial 
Ethnic and Women’s Ministries/PW paved the way for the Rev. Georges 
Bitar and his family, refugees from Lebanon, to develop the Middle Eastern 
Presbyterian Fellowship. 

The Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship works with Christian Arabs 
from the Middle East who reside in Arizona. This worshiping community 
is language- and culture-specific for its Middle Eastern participants. 
Northminster Presbyterian Church provides space for worshipers to come 
together.  This Arabic-speaking fellowship welcomes 
and embraces not only all Christian Arabic-
speaking immigrants and refugees, but also 
those from different faiths who want 
to come and worship with them and 
share faith, music, and food. There 
are Jordanians, Syrians, Lebanese, 
Palestinians, Iraqis, Egyptians, and 
Sudanese, who worship together. 
The majority of worshipers are 
refugees from Iraq. Others are 
immigrants who have been in the 
United States for many years.

OneOne
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Seattle First Taiwanese  
Presbyterian Church
1tpc.org 
3605 84th Ave SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
425-430-1111 or 425-444-2999
Tom Chuang
tomschuang@msn.com
Seattle Presbytery

Located in the Seattle area, First Taiwanese Presbyterian Church focuses 
on worship, fellowship, mission, and life transformation through the work of 
the Holy Spirit.  First Taiwanese is a missional church, eager to reach out and 
share God’s Word with all. The congregation connects with its surrounding 
Taiwanese and Chinese community and provides worship services in 

Taiwanese, Chinese, and English. In partnership 
with Mercer Island Presbyterian Church, the 

congregation engages in several service and 
outreach projects including Tent City 

4, a homeless camp in Seattle operated 
through the cooperation of several 
nonprofits, and Joyful Life, a monthly 
sharing of biblical ideas regarding family 
and marriage life with nonbelievers.  The 

growing congregation also has a Ping-
Pong ministry and GLOW, which stands 

for “God Lead Our Way”—both are meant to 
connect with youth within the community. 

This Christ-centered church seeks to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry and build up the body of Christ “until all of us come 

to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of God” (Ephesians 4:12-13).
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the Fellowship place (tFp)
facebook.com/thefellowshipplace
Rev. Michael Robinson
2400 Wilkinson Blvd.
Charlotte, NC, 28202 
Mailing address:
   P.O. Box 668252
   Charlotte, NC 28266
980-833-4837 
thefellowshipplace@hotmail.com
Charlotte Presbytery

Go, do, and do it joyfully.

The Fellowship Place (tFp) is mission-
minded, taking the gospel beyond the 
walls of the church and into the city. 
“We didn’t know the best way to help 
at first. We just started sharing the love 
of Jesus Christ through our actions…
you know, food, clothing, shelter, the 
basic essentials.  Those are the needs of 
our people, so this is where we began,” 
said Rev. Michael Robinson, pastor of this 
worshiping community.

The Fellowship Place is a cross-cultural fellowship 
that worships in the common area of the Airport Parkway 
Inn & Suites Hotel in Charlotte, North Carolina.  It is a come-as-you-are 
worshiping community where believers worship, praise, and thank God in an 
atmosphere that is free, comforting, loving, caring, and inviting. It is that safe 
and comfortable place in the neighborhood, “the block,” where the needs of 
worshipers are met, where hands are lovingly extended and where hearts and 
souls are mended.
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Riverside/Nueva Rivera Presbyterian 
Church 
riversidechurch.com
facebook.com/RiversideChurchSterling
46400 Algonkian Parkway
Potomac Falls, VA 20165
Mailing address :
   46040 Center Oak Plaza #130
   Sterling, VA, 20166 
703-444-3528
Rev. Edwin Andrade  |  edwin@riversidechurch.com
Rev. Brian H. Clark (co-pastors)  |  brian@riversidechurch.com

Riverside or Nueva Rivera Presbyterian Church is a bilingual congregation 
with a unique approach to connecting with the larger Latino-a community. 
The church’s co-pastors lead two worship services—one in English, followed 
by another one in Spanish. Worship is held at Potomac Falls High School. 
The church inaugurated its annual Slopfest, 
communicating that no matter what kind 
of a mess we have gotten ourselves 
into, God can clean us up through 
Jesus.  The church also sponsors 
Sonrise, a free summer camp 
for elementary school children 
and makes a practice of 
welcoming potential new 
members in a more relaxed, 
casual way by inviting them 
for a cup of coffee to talk about 
their faith. To the members of 
Riverside, “worship is when people 
say, “I saw God today.”
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First Brazilian Presbyterian Church  
of San Mateo
pipsanmateo.com
194 W. 25th Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94403-2208
650-345-1633
Rev. Jorge Abdala
jwabdala@gmail.com
Presbytery of San Francisco

Rev. Jorge Abdala launched an outreach ministry several years ago, in 
order to meet the needs of the more than 30,000 Brazilians living in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Although only 12 people attended the first meeting, 
average attendance reached 120 by the end of their first year. The First 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church of San Mateo currently meets at the First 
Presbyterian Church of San Mateo, California, where it remains committed to 
a holistic ministry that seeks to meet the spiritual, intellectual, physical, and 
social needs of people.  This new church development offers music, English as 
a second language, Portuguese as a second language, and French classes. It also 
invites people from different religious contexts to study issues from biblical, 
philosophical, social and 
psychological perspectives. 
Once a month, the ministry 
invites Brazilians from Napa 
Valley, Lake Tahoe, Carmel, 
and Monterey to join them in 
different places in California 
to enjoy food and fellowship 
and to share the wonderful 
news of the gospel.
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Kanitha Wa Utugi Wa Magegania  
(Church of Amazing Grace)
(no website available)
600 N. Main Street
Santa Ana, CA 92701
Mailing address 
     22330 Lilac Ct.
     Moreno Valley, CA 92553
Rev. Dr.  Johnson M. Kimúhu,
jkimuhu@hotmail.com
Los Ranchos Presbytery

Kanitha Wa Utugi Wa Magegania Church (Church of Amazing Grace) is 
a worshiping community of Kenyan immigrants, housed at First Presbyterian 
Church of Santa Ana in Southern California.  It has grown from 30 to more 
than 100 worshipers. The Church of Amazing Grace offers computer classes to 
help with jobs training, and it has vibrant ministries with youth, and women’s 
and men’s groups.

The Rev. Johnson Kimúhu, who serves as pastor of this new worshiping 
community, says that members begin each Sunday with Bible study before 
beginning worship.  The Church of Amazing Grace is working with First 
Presbyterian Church in Santa Ana to find a more permanent worship space. 
Rev. Kimúhu exclaims, “When I see the Kenyan women, men, and youth 
sitting in the pews, I feel a great sense of joy knowing that our worshiping 
community gives them an opportunity to worship God in Kenyan, their native 
language!”

sixsix
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4 Pointes Church
4pointes.org 
6789 Peachtree Industrial Blvd.
Atlanta, GA 30360
678-640-2498
Rev. Peter Lim  |  Peterlim23@gmail.com
Atlanta Presbytery

4 Pointes Church reaches out to second-and third-generation Korean 
Americans, and also to other racial ethnic young adults in the greater Atlanta 
area. This worshiping community has grown to more than 100 worshipers in 
two years.  Its leaders initially gathered, aware that only 10 percent of 50,000 
second-and third-generation Asian Americans were going to church on a given 
Sunday…so the challenge began.  

4 Pointes Church creates a space where young Asian Americans can explore 
their faith and ask honest questions about Christianity. “We are a collection of 
imperfect people who intentionally seek to be vulnerable with one another,”said 
Rev. Peter Lim, pastor of 4 Pointes Church.  Their mission is to empower people 
to challenge life’s status quo, in order to live extraordinary, Christ-centered 
lives. It’s a fresh Korean American English Ministry (EM) congregation, having 
branched out from Bethany Korean Presbyterian Church 
in Marietta, Georgia. Its worshipers meet at the 
auditorium of Georgia Christian University. 

Unique to 4 Pointes are its EcoGroups, the 
foundational “ecosystem” of 4 Pointes. It’s 
in these EcoGroups that real relationships 
are forged as life is lived together 
in intentional communities, where 
spiritual formation and transformation 
occur.  It also intentionally seeks to be 
intergenerational by including all ages 
through relationships and families.

8
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The Downtown Church
downtownchurch.me 
1415 Blanding Street, Suite #6
Columbia, SC  29201 
803-875-0156
Rev. Amos Disasa  |  Emily@ourdowntownchurch.org 

“Found: just church, no fluff ”—that’s the ethos of the Downtown Church, a 
cross-cultural worshiping community that does not offer visitors a laundry list 
of “stuff.” Instead, this Presbyterian worshiping community in the city center of 
Columbia, South Carolina, welcomes people from all places, wherever they are 
on their life journey.

Just as its name suggests, Downtown Church is located in downtown 
Columbia. It is there because, in the words of one of the worshipers, “we want 
to use our gifts and talents and relationships to compel meaningful change in 

this city. That means we must embrace the challenges and the 
opportunities present on our front steps. 

The Downtown Church:
•  Welcomes all people from all places
•  Is a work in progress, committed to following 

Jesus
•  Asks honest questions and finds God in 

seeking answers
•  Follows Christ by serving and interacting with 

its neighbors downtown, and
•  Strives to shape culture as it shapes us

This worshiping community works in groups with narrow focuses, instead of 
committees. 

Whenever they do meet, they always eat . . . slowly.  The Rev. Amos Disasa 
makes a point of slowing things down as a way to focus on family and fellowship. 



10

TwelveTwelvenineNine

Trinity Fellowship
(No website available)
4232 3rd Avenue
Bronx, NY 10457
Rev. Ebenezer Annor
718-731-5888 or 315-794-8861
Presbytery of New York City

A few years ago, West African immigrants 
began meeting and praying regularly in 

the Bronx, New York. The small group, 
led by Pastor Ebenezer Annor, grew, 

and by 2011, the Presbytery of New 
York City recognized Trinity as 
a fellowship. Today, 80 to 100 
people gather at a storefront for 
worship each Sunday. Trinity 
offers Bible study, caring and 

prayer ministries, counseling 
services, and outreach to those who 

are homeless.
Trinity has a vision of starting a worship 

service for individuals who are struggling with 
addictions to alcohol and drugs. In addition, this new 

worshiping community hopes to find another location where it will be possible 
to build a daycare center and a soup kitchen to care for homeless persons. 

Trinity continues to develop ministries and programs that reach out to West 
African immigrants who live in the Bronx, sharing the love of Jesus Christ.
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New Mercy Community Presbyterian 
Church
newmercy.cc
139 Main Street
Hackensack, NJ 07601
201-777-0455
Rev. Won Jae Huh and Rev. Kee Won Huh
Newark Presbytery

New Mercy Community Church takes seriously God’s call to embrace those 
who are brokenhearted and marginalized. New Mercy is committed to helping 
people grow and discern God’s vision for their lives. Rev. Kee Won Huh, one 
of the congregation’s five founding pastors, describes the leadership’s team-
based approach as “maximizing each leader’s strengths, while compensating for 
their weaknesses.” 

Launched in 2010, this Korean emerging ministry has grown rapidly to 
almost 200 weekly worshipers, who find the innovative 
model of collaborative leadership both 
refreshing in its democratic spirit 
and familiar in its communal 
nature. The church serves 
its neighbors in their 
surrounding community, 
as well as its global 
community. New 
Mercy provides unique 
ministries for families, 
collegians, children, 
and youth, including a 
fitness ministry that helps 
people learn how to be good 
stewards of their bodies. 
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ResourcesResources

African American Congregational Support
Rev. Lonnie Oliver 
lonnie.oliver@pcusa.org
502-569-5697 

African Emerging Ministries
Rev. Sam Atiemo 
sam.atiemo@pcusa.org
502-569-5476

Asian Congregational Support
Rev. Mei-Hui Lai  
mei-hui.lai@pcusa.org
502-569-5682

New Immigrants & Emerging Ministries
Rev. Angel Suárez-Valera
angel.suarez@pcusa.org
502-569-5135

Middle Eastern Ministries
Rev. Magdy Girgis 
Magdy.girgis@pcusa.org
502-569-5385

You have just experienced some of the dynamic new racial ethnic and new 
immigrant worshiping communities in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). To 
learn more about these and other ministries, please contact:
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Cross Cultural Ministries & Congregational Support
Rev. Sterling Morse 
sterling.morse@pcusa.org
502-569-5114

Hispanic/Latino-a Congregational Support
Rev. Héctor Rodríguez 
hector.rodriguez@pcusa.org
502-569-5700

Portuguese-language Congregational Support
Rev. Almir Dias 
Almir.dias@pcusa.org
502-569-5252

Korean Emerging Ministries
Rev. Sun Bai Kim
sunbai.kim@pcusa.org
502-569-5683

Korean English Ministry
Rev. Jin S. Kim
pastajin@gmail
763-670-7886

Multicultural Congregational Support
Rev. Raafat Girgis
raafat.girgis@pcusa.org
502-569-5233

Native American Congregational Support 
Rev. Irv Porter 
Irv.porter@pcusa.org
502-563-5331
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