
***The shekinah of God is associated with the glory of the Lord (c.f. Ex. 24:15-
17)  that is like the trail of light on a comet as the divine presence passes by.  All 
we can see of the divine presence are the after effects, God’s backside, as it were, 
as Moses experienced (Ex.33:7-23).    
  
The shekinah is alluded to when the Spirit of the Lord rests upon Jesus at his 
baptism in the form of a dove (remember the meaning as “nesting place”?).  
Hence, the Holy Spirit is associated with the shekinah in Christian thought, 
which indwells Jesus, and which he, post-resurrection, confers to the church.  
We are a people who follow God’s shekinah, the Sovereign Divine Presence at 
work in the world to confer blessing and redemption.  
 

Why “Water Way”?  
Christian life is a journey.  The 
people of God are always on the move, 
following the presence of God in the world, 
like ancient Israelites following the 
amorphous fiery cloud through the 
wilderness that assured them of the divine 
presence.  This fiery cloud was an indication 
of the shekinah* of God-- the dwelling or 
nesting place of God, God’s tabernacling, or 
pitching a tent with us.  Jesus Christ is this 
presence for Christians as Emmanuel, God-
with-us,  through Holy Spirit.    
 

 
 

God’s people are on the move, following God who does not rest in any one place except in Christ, 
and Lord knows he was always on the go, too!  Our God is One who is on the move.  So God’s 
glory is not just something we embrace at the end of life; it is what we seek and follow as  the 
way of Life here and now.   
 

Christians are followers of The Way (Acts 9:2).  The Way was the first designation of 
the followers of Christ, who is The Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6).  This hearkens back 
to the notion of the people of God as nomadic followers of the Divine Presence.   
 
What does all this have to do with Water Way? you may ask.  When thinking about what to call 
this initiative to nurture disciples, we wanted to capture this on-the-move nature of God 
and God’s people.  The catechumenate, which is a tried and true template for spiritual 
nurture, is considered by 
some to be a term too odd to 
speak to people today (hence 
the double naming).   We 
wanted to use 
“catechumenate” to signify 
the unique nature of this 
ancient practice, which is 
different than any program 
or curriculum.  However, we 
also knew we needed more 
contemporary language.   
 
The designation of Way connects us to our ancient roots as the people of The Way.  It also 
fosters the notion that Christian life is not just about passing on teachings, but about living a 
certain way in the world as followers of The Way of Christ.   
 
The use of water is obvious, for all of Christian life flows from the font of God’s 
blessing in Jesus Christ, the Living Water.  This is what baptism is about—being 
immersed in Christ’s death and being resurrected with him, drenched with His Spirit.  Since the 
catechumenate is a school of faith for those being baptized or seeking to live more fully into their 
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baptism, water is the primary element associated with baptism.  Moreover, the abundance of 
water imagery coursing through the Bible underscores the nature of God as the bringer of life, 
even as it also confers a dangerous element that commands respect and reverence for this 
powerful force.   
 
These two elements—The Way of Christ and the water of baptism--came together to form Water 
Way.   

 
 

 
 
 “Shall we gather at the 
river?” an old hymn sings, 
“gather with the saints at the 
river / that flows from the throne 
of God.”   This image of the river 
of life whose streams flow from 
the throne of God is an image 
woven from biblical imagery.  
Christians are to be like trees 
planted by the waters (Psalm 1:3) 
living in accord with God’s 
Sovereign Way in Christ on the 
way to the New Jerusalem.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
One of the earliest symbols for the church was a boat.  Part of living into our baptism is 

learning how to be part of God’s sailing 
crew called church.  We are not called to 
journey with Christ alone.  We become part 
of God’s crew when we are baptized, 
signing on to sail in the Spirit Wind and 
pull all who are perishing in the sea of life 
aboard with us.  The church is not a luxury 
cruise liner, but a rescue mission boat.  
Hence, the journey that is Christian life is 
not one we undertake on our own two legs, 
but one we navigate in the boat with others 
who are travelling deeper into the Mystery 
of God’s Sovereign Presence in the world.   
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This Sovereign, on-the-move Presence is captured by yet another metaphor 
associated with baptism: the Reign of God (Greek: basileia).  Though basileia is often 
translated as Kingdom in the New Testament, the Greek denotes the sovereign activity of God, 
i.e. the reigning of God, or the Sovereign Way of God in the world.  This is what Jesus preached, 
was crucified because of, taught his disciples as resurrected Lord, and was ascended to rule over.  
The notion of the Sovereignty of God, a primary tenet of the Reformed tradition, is one that runs 
throughout the Bible.  In the First Testament, Kings are ordained by divine representatives, 
signifying that they are under the Rule of God.  God is the supreme ruler of all.  The Sovereign 
Way of God is conferred with the giving of Torah, which means “law” as well as “rule” or “way of 
living.”  Torah is the way in which God’s people live under the Lord’s sovereignty together.  In 
the New Testament, the Kingdom Jesus preached is not a place per se, but anywhere where God 
is at work reigning and instituting the Sovereign will for the blessing of all creation.    
 
One of the earliest  understandings of baptism is linked to becoming citizens of God’s Reign and 
one we need to recover today.  Baptism is akin to becoming a citizen of a new country by 
renouncing our allegiance to the old country and pledging our allegiance to our new Sovereign 
rule.  When we are baptized, we renounce the ways of the world that lead only to death and 
destruction, and we pledge our allegiance to God by declaring the faith of our new people whose 
ways are The Way of Life through Jesus Christ.  We join them on the journey, living the 
Kingdom Way even now in this world of sin, as best we can, until such time as we join the 
communion of saints in the City of God on God’s Holy Mountain where sin and death have no 
more dominion and we feast in the continual presence of the Lord.   
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