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Dear Ambassador McKinley, 

I write with an urgent request for help in relation to the reported disappearance of Mr. Juan Antonia Ariza 
Carillo. As I hope you are aware, threats against those who work for justice, peace, and human rights in 
Colombia have intensified over recent years and continue to do so. A growing and worrying trend of 
disappearances and killings of Colombia land's rights leaders has been documented by the Washington 
Office on Latin America seventeen killings alone in the past year. I wrote to your predecessor, 
Ambassador Brownfield two times a year ago about a killing and about threats to two leaders in our 
partner church, the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Colombia. 

Mr. Ariza, one of the people for whom I expressed concern last year, has gone missing and is presumed to 
have been disappeared. We received word yesterday from our partners in Colombia that Mr. Ariza did not 
arrive at a meeting he was scheduled to attend on the night of September 1,2011. Since that time the 
church has been searching for him, but to no avaiL They have now registered his case and have called 
upon local authorities, international organizations, and partners for help in bringing his case to the highest 
levels of attention possible. We are extremely concerned for the safety of Mr. Ariza and his family. In 
January he received a phone call from a caller who identified himself as a member ofthe Black Eagles and 
stated, "We have found you." 

Mr. Ariza serves as president of the Atlantico chapter of ANDESCOL (National Association of Displaced 
Persons of Colombia). He was named in a list of over eighty individuals and human rights organizations 
targeted via email message by the Black Eagles paramilitary group on May 14,2011. Those threatened in 
the email represent displaced, indigenous, and AfroColombian community groups as well as their 
advocates and partners, including the U.S.-based Washington Office on Latin America. 

I strongly urge you to call the Colombian government to investigate all the cases of disappearances and 
killings in Colombia. Specifically in relation to Mr. Ariza's case, I ask you to demand that the Colombian 
government take steps to: 

• 	 ensure that Mr. Juan Antonio Ariza Carrillo be returned alive, requesting that his captors respect 
his life and wellbeing and retum him safe and sound to his family and community; 

• 	 direct the Colombian Attorney General's office to coordinate an urgent search operation, with the 
participation of the mayor's office, governor's office, state security entities, military authorities, 
police, control offices (People's Ombudsman, Inspector General's Office, and Legal Defense 
Office) and the International Red Cross of the states of La Guajira, Magdalena, and Atlantico; 
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• 	 direct the People's Defense Office to initiate, in accordance with law 971 of2005, the process of 
urgent search action in the disappearance ofMr. Ariza, who is a human rights defender; 

• 	 direct the authorities of Ati<intico, Magdalena, and La Guajira to dedicate all available efforts to 
demand that the captors respect the life and physical integrity of Mr.Ariza, initiating the urgent 
search mechanism; 

• 	 give the protection and well-being of Mr. Ariza's wife, Gloria Esther Rudas Gutierrez, and their 
children the highest priority, initiating the protocol for protection ofvictims in imminent danger 
through the Fiscalia; 

• 	 carry out exhaustive investigations leading to charges against those directly and indirectly 
responsible for the disappearance of Mr. Ariza, as well as for those responsible for threats against 
community and human rights leaders; and 

• 	 guarantee the freedom of civilian organizations to work to recover land for the displaced and to 
defend and promote human rights. 

Presbyterians in the United States have engaged in ministry with our sisters and brothers in Colombia for 
over 150 years. We support our partners in the face of violence and instability within their country. We 
pray and work for an end to the violence and a just peace for all Colombians. We expect the same level of 
care and effort from our Embassy. 

I invite you to join us in that work by taking the steps outlined above in response to the disappearance of 
Mr. Juan Antonio Ariza Carrillo. I look forward to hearing the steps you take in this matter within the next 
twenty-four hours. 

Respectfully yours, 

The Reverend Gradye Parsons 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

cc: 	 Mark Wells 
Amanda Porter 
Perry Holloway 
Stephen Moody 
Juan Manuel Santos Calderon, President of the Republic 
Angelino Garzon, Vice President of the Republic 
Juan Carlos Pinzon, Minister of Defense 
German Vargas Lleras, Minister of the Interior and Justice 
Viviane Morales, Attorney General of the Nation 
Wolmar Antonio Perez Ortiz, People's Defender 
Alejandro Ordonez Maldonado, Inspector General of the Nation 


