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Resources on Structural Racism  
 
The Book of Confessions 

The Confession of 1967, 9.44 

God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. In [God’s] reconciling love, 
[God] overcomes the barriers between [us] and breaks down every form of discrimination based 
on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. The church is called to bring all [people] to 
receive and uphold one another as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, 
education, leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights. Therefore, the 
church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination and ministers to those injured by it. 
Congregations, individuals, or groups of Christians who exclude, dominate, or patronize [others], 
however subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring contempt on the faith which they profess. 
 
Confession of Belhar, 10.5–6 

We believe 

•  that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through 
Jesus Christ; 

•  that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the 
church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness both by 
word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells; 

•  that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and 
therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God’s life-giving 
Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience which can open new 
possibilities of life for society and the world; 

•  that the credibility of this message is seriously affected and its beneficial work obstructed 
when it is proclaimed in a land which professes to be Christian, but in which the enforced 
separation of people on a racial basis promotes and perpetuates alienation, hatred and 
enmity; 

•  that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such forced separation by appeal to the 
gospel, and is not prepared to venture on the road of obedience and reconciliation, but 
rather, out of prejudice, fear, selfishness and unbelief, denies in advance the reconciling 
power of the gospel, must be considered ideology and false doctrine. 

Therefore, we reject any doctrine which, in such a situation sanctions in the name of the gospel 
or of the will of God the forced separation of people on the grounds of race and color and 
thereby in advance obstructs and weakens the ministry and experience of reconciliation in 
Christ. 
 
A Brief Statement of Faith, 11.3 

We trust in God, 
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whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 

In sovereign love God created the world good 
and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, 
to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
Ignoring God’s commandments, 
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, 
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
We deserve God’s condemnation. 

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 

In everlasting love, 
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 
to bless all families of the earth. 

Hearing their cry, 
God delivered the children of Israel 
from the house of bondage. 

Loving us still, 
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still.  
 
 
The Directory for Worship  

God sends the Church to work for justice in the world: exercising its power for the common 
good; dealing honestly in personal and public spheres; seeking dignity and freedom for all 
people; welcoming strangers in the land; promoting justice and fairness in the law; overcoming 
disparities between rich and poor; bearing witness against systems of violence and oppression; 
and redressing wrongs against individuals, groups, and peoples. God also sends the Church to 
seek peace: in the Church universal, within denominations, and at the congregational level; in 
the world, where nations and religious or ethnic groups make war against one another; and in 
local communities, schools, workplaces, neighborhoods, and homes. These acts of peacemaking 
and justice are established upon God’s gracious act of reconciliation with us in Jesus Christ, and 
are a way of participating in Christ’s priestly intercession or advocacy for the world. 

In the Service for the Lord’s Day we proclaim, receive, and enact reconciliation with God 
in Christ. Through the proclamation of the Word we are given the assurance of freedom and 
peace in Christ and are inspired to share these gifts with others. Through Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper we are united with Christ, made one in the Spirit, and empowered to break down the 
dividing walls of hostility that still separate us from one another. We confess our participation in 
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unjust systems, pray for an end to violence and injustice, offer our gifts to support Christ’s 
liberating work, and commit ourselves to pursue peace and justice in Jesus’ name (Book of 
Order, W-5.0304). 
 
 
The Book of Common Worship (WJK, 2018) 

Prayers after a Violent Event 593 
Service after a Violent Event 595 
Service for Justice and Peace 599 
Scripture Readings 602 
Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs 603 
Opening Words (Indigenous Peoples’ Day) 604 
Prayers of Confession  605 
Prayers of Lament 610 
Affirmation of Faith  612 
Prayers of Intercession 614 
Great Thanksgiving 624 
Blessing 625 
Prayers for Various Occasions  626 
Respectful Presence  633 
Celebrations of Thanksgiving 638 
Gatherings in Conflict or Crisis 639 
Praying for Neighbors 640 
 
 
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (WJK, 2013) 

Come Now, O Prince of Peace 103 
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love 203 
Go in Grace and Make Disciples 296 
We Are One in the Spirit  300 
Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) 301 
In the Midst of New Dimensions 315 
In Christ There Is No East or West (MCKEE) 317 
In Christ There Is No East or West (ST. PETER) 318 
We Are One in Christ Jesus 322 
Sound a Mystic Bamboo Song 323 
The Right Hand of God 332 
Lift Every Voice and Sing 339 
This Is My Song 340 
In an Age of Twisted Values 345 
For the Healing of the Nations 346 
Freedom Is Coming 359 
O Christ, the Great Foundation 361 



Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Theology and Worship 4 

O for a World 372 
We Shall Overcome 379 
Dream On, Dream On 383 
O Look and Wonder 397 
Now There Is No Male or Female 493 
Come! Live in the Light! (We Are Called) 749 
Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 750 
Dona Nobis Pacem 752 
Help Us Accept Each Other 754 
O God of Every Nation 756 
O God, We Bear the Imprint  759 
Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 761 
Somos el Cuerpo de Cristo 768 
I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table 770 
We Are Marching in the Light of God (Siyahamba) 853 
 
 


