Associate’s Message
Juneteenth: An American Celebration

“...If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.” John 8:31b-32

On June 17, 1865, Union Major General Gordon Granger, along with 2000 federal
troops, rode into the port of Galveston Texas, a state in the Confederacy not under
Union control, to establish martial law. On June 19, Granger stood on the balcony of
the Ashton Villa, the first mansion built on the island, and announced General Order
#3, "The people are informed that in accordance with a Proclamation from the Executive
of the United States, all slaves are free.”

It was the first time the enslaved population in the western most part of the confederacy had heard about
President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation issued nearly three years earlier. With the
announcement, the newly freed people flooded the streets in jubilant celebration, screaming “I'm free!
I'm free!”

The celebrations increased as the good news spread, like wildfire, throughout Texas to the remaining
quarter of million slaves. Juneteenth, known also as Freedom Day, was launched the following year.

Juneteenth embodies for many African-Americans what July 4" does for all Americans — liberation. It
serves as a chronological turning point in the American historical celebrating the triumph of the human
spirit over the cruelty of slavery. Juneteenth is a time to pause and remember those African-Americans
descendants who suffered and died, and to honor those who survived as living witnesses to the inhumane
institution of slavery. It is a time to venerate the shining legacy of resistance and resiliency of an abjectly
oppressed people.

Juneteenth is not just an African American holiday, but it is a template of God’s redeeming grace to all
Americans, indeed, all globally who hunger and thirst after righteousness, mercy, and justice.

Juneteenth is annually celebrated in more than 200 cities in the United States, with parades, and a variety
of church sponsored and community events. Texas made it an official holiday in 1979.

As our church and society continue to socially and spiritually writhe with the birth pang of intersectionality
and intercultural growth, let Juneteenth be a reminder of what can, and will happen, with prayer, a little
hard work, and God'’s grace.

---See example of event participation by the a PCUSA church and community in Morristown, NJ.

https://morriscountynj.gov/2018/06/morris-county-celebrates-juneteenth-on-june-9-across-morristown/

----- Sterling Morse



