2016 Asian Leadership Study Program

“Toward an Asian American Theology:  

       A Contextual Theology of the Cross”

The five lectures are as follows:
1. The Asian American Context and Experience:

Brief historical outline of Asian immigration to North America and various expressions of Asian American experiences will be examined.

2. Examples of Abraham and Moses

Selected stories of Abraham and Moses will be examined and their stories will be correlated with Asian American experiences 
3. Explorations of theologies of the cross for Asian 
American context

Using theologies of Martin Luther, Kosuke Koyama, and Mary Solberg, among others, an expression of a theology of the cross will be examined in the light of Asian American experiences 
4. Self-denial and cross-bearing for Asian American 
Christians 

Peter’s confession of Christ (Matt. 16:13-26) will be examined critically in the light of the theology of the cross.
5. Toward a Theology of the Cross for Asian Americans

A tentative construction of a theology of the cross for Asian Americans will be proposed and critiqued
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Kevin Park is the Associate Dean for Advanced Professional Studies, Assistant Professor of Theology, and Interim Director of Korean American Ministry at Columbia Theological Seminary, in Decatur, Georgia. His research interest is in the areas of Asian North American theologies, multiculturalism, and various expressions of the theologies of the cross.  Kevin immigrated to Toronto, Canada from Seoul, Korea just before turning ten years old.  He has a B.A. from University of Toronto, M.Div. from Knox College, Th.M. and Ph.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary.  He was an adjunct professor of theology at New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New Jersey as well as the Assistant Director of the Asian American Program at Princeton Theological Seminary.  He was the pastor of Bethany Presbyterian Church, a multicultural community, in Bloomfield, New Jersey for five years.  He also served as an Associate for Theology at the Office of Theology and Worship in the Presbyterian Center, Louisville, KY.  He is part of the editorial team for the G2G project that aims to write a three year youth curriculum for Korean American Christian youth.  He is married to Irene Yang and they have three daughters, Jubilee, Emily, and Natalie.
The Empire and Early Christianity 

1. Jesus and Empire

   A brief overview of what the Synoptic Gospels say about how Jesus, a Galilean peasant, interacted with the Roman empire, especially in the context of his proclamation of the kingdom of God

2. Paul and Empire

Paul's social location, as well as the contexts of his mission, were quite different from Jesus's. Hence, his interaction with the empire took on a different shape in Asia Minor and beyond. This session will offer an overview of Paul's engagement with the empire and the insights it offers for contemporary faith communities.      

3. The Gospels and Imperial Economics

The economic structures Rome had introduced were integral to the survival and spread of the empire, but they were also shaped by the empire's ethos and worldview. In this session, we will look how the Gospels offer a counter vision to such economic worldview and its implications for our times.  

4. Paul and Imperial Economics

The Churches Paul had founded in Asia Minor were at the center, and in some cases active participants, of Rome's economic practices. Why does Paul consider it important to address such issues in his letters to those congregations? How does his understanding of the Gospel shape his economic vision? These are some questions that will be addressed here. 

5. The Empire, Migration, and the Early Church

Wittingly, or wittingly, the empire had caused immigration on a large scale. At times, it benefited from it and even encouraged it. But it also resisted it at times. Much of it is reflected in the New Testament and has relevance for current conversations in the U.S. on this issue. 
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Raj Nadella teaches New Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary and is the author of Dialogue Not Dogma: Many Voices in the Gospel of Luke (T&T Clark, 2011). The book was reviewed by a panel of scholars at the 2011 Annual AAR-SBL Conference in San Francisco and at the United Theological College in Bangalore. Raj is currently working on his second book that juxtaposes Matthew's response to the empire with Mark's response. Raj has also published several articles that offer postcolonial and contextual readings of New Testament texts. Prior to coming to Columbia, he taught at the College of William & Mary and at McCormick Theological Seminary.

Raj is actively involved in the life and mission of the Church. Most recently, he served on a PC(USA) study team that drafted a denominational policy paper on human trafficking that was submitted to the  General Assembly in Portland, Oregon, in 2016. Raj wrote the biblical/theological piece for the policy paper explicating the link between trafficking and neoliberal global economy.

Raj earned his Ph.D. in New Testament at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia and an M.A. in Biblical Languages at Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley. Prior to that, he did his M.Div. at United Theological College, Bangalore, India, his home country.

Raj is married to Amy Becklenberg, who teaches at Emory University's School of Nursing. Raj and Amy have a seven year old daughter, Divya and a two year old son, Amit. Raj loves cooking and spending time with family, and he enjoys playing Ping-Pong and chess.
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2016 08 Asian Leadership Study Program Registration Form
	Name│
	
	Gender    M      F
	Position in church:

	Church name
	
	
	

	Mailing address
	
	 
	

	Email address
	
	Cell phone
	Home phone

	Registration Fee
	Before July 25囗 $300
	Before Aug 5囗 $330
	Before Aug 10囗 $350

	Include meals & Lodging
	without lodging囗 $100 
	without lodging囗 $120 
	without lodging囗 $150 

	Lodging  2 share a room
	囗Aug 14囗Aug 15囗
	Aug16囗Aug 17囗Aug 18
	囗Single occupied + $130

	Roommate 
	囗 arrange roommate for 
	me囗my roommate: 
	

	Scholarship available 
	囗I want to apply $ 
	Please email application form  
	to AsianPCUSA@gmail.com

	Flight info  (Please  
	Arrival flight           Airline
	 Flight#                   Arr.
	  :              Date:  8 / 14  

	take flights to ATL)
	Departure flight    Airline
	 Flight#                   Dep.       
	  :              Date:  8 / 19

	囗I need translation
	囗I can help interpreting
	 What Language?
	


Lectures are in English.  Other language interpretation provided upon request. 

Lodging:  Columbia Theological Seminary, 701 S Columbia Dr. Decatur GA 30030
Register end on 8/10: Make the check payable to CTS, send with registration form to Asian Intercultural Congregational Support, 100 Witherspoon St.#3003A, Louisville, KY 40202  Contact: 1-425-894-0107  Email: AsianPCUSA@gmail.com
