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Register Now for Two Great Events at this 
year’s Advocacy Training Weekend!  

Jesus Weeps – Resisting Violence, Building Peace 
 

Compassion, Peace and Justice 
Training Day - March 21, 2014 
 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days  
 March 21-24, 2014 

We live In a world where more than 45 million 
people are uprooted from their homes by 
persecution and armed conflict. Deadly struggles 
over natural resources have erupted. Three-
thousand children are killed in the U.S. by guns each 
year. What is the role of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) in seeking a world where everyone can 
flourish in peace and security? The ministries of 
Compassion, Peace and Justice of the PC(USA) are 

coming together for the 4th annual CPJ Training Day in Washington, DC, to educate Presbyterians on the role the 
church is playing in resisting violence and building peace both locally and globally. Please join us! 
 

The day’s workshops will cover a variety of topics, including “Ending Violence Against Women,” “The Presbyterian 
Response to the Conflict in Syria,” “When the Global Market Gets Violent,” and “Nonviolent Responses to the 
Occupation,” among many others. Featured speakers for these events include: 
 

James “Jim” Atwood, a retired Presbyterian minister who has spent nearly 40 years working on issues of gun 
violence prevention; 
Herman Kumara, an internationally recognized organizer in the fisheries sector and a prominent voice for 
human rights in Sri Lanka; 
Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, II, the director the Office of Public Witness (OPW) for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
in Washington, DC; 
Shaya Gregory Poku, an advocate for reconciliation and staff member of the Center for Spirituality, Dialogue 
and Service at Northeastern University, where she directs the Social Justice Resource Center to train the next 
generation in critical thinking, interfaith cooperation, global awareness, and self-knowledge; 
Linda Eastwood, a Presbyterian Teaching Elder who has recently spent several years coordinating the Colombia 
Accompaniment Program, a partnership between the Presbyterian 
Peace Fellowship, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the 
Presbyterian Church of Colombia (IPC, Iglesia Presbiteriana de 
Colombia.) 

 

After Compassion, Peace and Justice Training Day, join us and our 
ecumenical partners for Ecumenical Advocacy Days, starting Friday 
evening, March 21 through Monday, March 24. (See page 2) 
 

 

 



Presbyterian Public Witness at Work 
 

At the invitation of the Senate Democratic Steering and 
Outreach Committee (DSOC) on Jan. 29, 2014, Stated 
Clerk Gradye Parsons joined other faith leaders and 
thirteen Senators in a conversation about priorities for 
the 2014 legislative year. When Rev. Parsons spoke, he 
emphasized the church’s commitment to confront 
violence in all its forms—in our homes, our schools, our 
public places, and the world.  He urged Senators not to  
give up on gun violence prevention, even though it is 
politically difficult. Further, he urged them to make the 
connections between poverty, gun violence, and mass 
incarceration, all of which stem from and contribute to a 
culture of violence and fear that accepts these injustices 
as normal and common. 

After Compassion, Peace and Justice 
Training Day (see page 1), please stay to attend 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days. 
 
Join us at this national ecumenical gathering where, 
through prayer, worship, speakers, workshops, and 
advocacy training, we will discover a faith-based 
vision for national policies that will “guide our feet into 
the path of peace” (Luke 1:79). This “Path of Peace,” 
much like the life of John the Baptist referenced in the 
context of this passage, will require us to embrace a 
path not only of personal transformation, repentance, 
and forgiveness – but a vision for how these principles 
can take root in the social and political realities of our 
world.   As the Body of Christ today, we will take these 
messages of love, repentance, and hope with us as we 
go to Capitol Hill on Monday’s Lobby Day to call for 
change in public policy and together lift up a holistic 
vision of a more just and peaceful world.  

 

Advocacy Training Weekend 

“guide our feet into the path of peace” (Luke 1:79) 

Civil and Human Rights: 
Eradicating Gun Violence 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Reforming the U.S. Prison System 
Ending Human Trafficking 

 

International Issues: 
Addressing Global Poverty & Development 
Supporting Peacemaking in Sudan and DR Congo 
Advocating Fair Trade Policies 
Seeking Just Resolution to Israeli/Palestinian Conflict 
Peacemaking Efforts with Iran and Syria 

 

Domestic Poverty and Economic Justice: 
Seeking Justice for the Worker 
Confronting Poverty in the U.S. 
Finalizing a Faithful Farm Bill 

 

Environmental Issues: 
Regulating Carbon Pollution 

Coordinating Boycott of Israeli Settlement Products 
Offering Young Adult Service Learning Opportunities 
Partnering with Mission Networks 

 

OPW 2014 Advocacy Priorities 

2014 Program Initiatives 



Presbyterian pastors, lay people, and theologians were numbered 
among the estimated 30,000 to 80,000 persons who marched to 
the State Capitol in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Saturday, 
February 8th. The march was organized to call for well-funded 
public education, anti-poverty policies, affordable health care 
for all that includes the state expansion of Medicaid, an end to 
disparities in the criminal justice system on the basis of class 
and race, the expansion of voting rights, and equality for all 
persons under the law.  

The protest is connected to the Moral Monday protests that 
began with an initial pray-in at the state Capitol last year. Several 
members of the clergy were arrested, citing their opposition to 
the actions of the newly elected members of the North Carolina 
state legislature who voted to cut teacher pay and sharply 

changed the course of politics in the state. The North Carolina Chapter of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), led by the Reverend Dr. William Barber, organized the protest at the State 
Capitol and the annual HK on J March (Historic Thousands on 
Jones Street), known widely this year as the Moral Monday March 
on Raleigh.  

A call for national justice leaders and others to join the March was 
issued nationwide.  The Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, PC(USA) Director 
for Public Witness, joined the marchers after conversations with 
Barber and local Presbyterian participants. Nelson had also visited 
a Moral Monday march held in Asheville, North Carolina, in July 
2013. Of his participation in the march he said, 

“It is important that Presbyterians who are engaged in 
justice advocacy feel supported in their efforts to witness 
on behalf of the poor. Our bible reminds us that we who 
know Jesus Christ have a responsibility to embrace those whose lives are most impacted by unjust policies 
and immoral laws. It is important that the Office of Public Witness be in solidarity in local communities 
where our Pastors, lay people, and others are calling for moral and ethical treatment of suffering people."  

Other states are joining in the Moral Monday movement. Only a few weeks ago, protests began in Atlanta, Georgia. 

North Carolina Moral March Brings Hope 

A Justice Movement is Growing in the United States 

Reverends Merili Douglas and J. Herbert Nelson 

Presbyterians at the March in Raleigh 
Reverends Jimmie R. Hawkins (L) and Joe Harvard( R)  

 

 



Farm Bill Update      
By Leslie Woods  

Celebrating 23 Years of Second Tuesday Briefings 

 

On February 7, President Obama signed into law the newest Farm Bill. 
Unfortunately, the best I can say about the overall bill is that it could 
have been worse.  The PC(USA) has a long history of supporting a 
Farm Bill that connects hungry people to what should be a sustainable 
food system. Last year, both the PC(USA) Big Tent and Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days focused on Food Justice. But this bill falls short of the 
justice we seek. 
  

The Bad News: the bill cuts $8 billion from SNAP, formerly the Food 
Stamp Program. In this economic climate, it is unconscionable that we 
are cutting nutrition assistance to some of the most vulnerable people in the country. Due to these cuts, some 850,000 
households will lose an average of $90 per month.  These cuts are unacceptable. Further, the Farm Bill fails to make 
reforms to Farm programs that benefit corporate Ag, like commodity and crop insurance subsidies.  
  

The Good News: the bill invests over $1.2 billion in the innovative programs for beginning farmers, local food, organic 
agriculture, rural development, and specialty crops that were stranded when the Farm Bill expired in 2012.  The bill 
also reconnects crop insurance subsidies to basic conservation requirements. Furthermore, under this new law, U.S. 
international humanitarian food aid becomes much more efficient and culturally appropriate. These were all key 
requests of the faith community. 
 

A Reason to be Relieved: I am not writing today about a $40 billion cut to SNAP and the four million people who 
would be about to lose their benefits, as I would if the House-passed Farm Bill had become law. Indeed, when 
thousands of Presbyterians responded to frantic action alerts about that $40 billion cut in September 2013, I could not 
have imagined that the final, comparable damage would be so small.   
  

So, the new Farm Bill is a mixed bag. The SNAP cuts are appalling, but they are not nearly as bad as they could be – or 
even than we thought they would be only a few months ago. The farm programs are investing in some new and 
innovative ideas in agriculture, even while they fall short of real reform of the system.  In all, this is not a good bill, nor 
is it something the PC(USA) can support, but it does do some good things.   

 

On Wednesday, January 29, 2014, the Office of Public Witness hosted a reception to announce a transition to 
broadcasting Second Tuesday briefings via webcast and to celebrate 23 years of in-person briefings with local 
Presbyterians. Surrounded by a cloud of witnesses, Wayne Ruddock, who participated in creating the program, 
described the origin of Second Tuesday.  Since its inception in 1991, Second Tuesday has been an opportunity for the 
Office of Public Witness to support local Presbyterians as they engage in their own advocacy efforts. 
 

OPW plans to continue in this ministry and make it more widely available to Presbyterians across the nation by using 
online tools such as webinar and webcast. When the new system comes online, we will make sure that information on 
how to tune in will be disseminated.  The new structure will also enable more nimble responses to urgent news and 
action items. 
 

Stated Clerk Gradye Parsons and Director of Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry Sara Lisherness attended the 
celebration, as did OPW staff, interns, volunteers, and Presbyterians from the National Capital and Baltimore 
Presbyteries. We give thanks for the witness and foresight that created this program twenty-three years ago. 



The Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) is a free-trade agreement 
(FTA) between the United States and eleven other countries that 
make up the Pacific Rim. Although the actual text of the 
agreement is unknown to most Americans, the agreement will 
have a widespread global impact. Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam, Japan, 
and the United States have all participated in negotiations for the 
agreement, though it has all been in secret. In all, this partnership 
will encompass 40 percent of all global trade.  

 

To expedite the process of passing this agreement, Congress will vote on whether or not to grant President Obama 
"Fast Track" or Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) to pass the agreement with limited congressional review.  If Congress 
chooses to grant the President Fast Track authority on this issue, only the President and certain corporate advisors will 
have the power to negotiate this impactful piece of legislation. Although trade partnerships are usually driven by 
economic incentives, agreements of this scale can have severe effects that extend beyond trade and commerce.  
 

The PC(USA) General Assembly has recognized these wide-ranging effects, and stresses that "globalization [also] 
includes spiritual, cultural, political, and human welfare dimensions." Thus, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) calls 
upon the leading countries of the world to engage in transparent and fair trade agreements that will ensure "a particular 
kind of globalization that reflects justice, community, and sustainability for all creation." 
 

The President has indicated that he would like to conclude TPP 
negotiations soon, so a vote granting TPA to the President may be 
coming in the near future. If Congress agrees to provide the 
President with this authority, the United States will enter into the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership without proper consideration of the terms 
of the agreement and virtually zero transparency for the American 
public. 
 

Granting Fast Track authority to the President could make our 
country enter into an agreement that will violate the sovereignty of 
other governments, as well as our own. If this agreement follows the 
path of former agreements, it will authorize the validity of investor-
state disputes where foreign corporations can sue governments for 
passing legislation that is harmful to their profits. Along with the 
potential damage from investor-state disputes, the partnership will 
most likely continue to increase the export of American jobs 
overseas.  
 

To truly know what the text of the partnership entails, it is necessary 
that Congress deny the President Fast Track authority over this 
partnership and enable a dialogue among citizens and legislators 
about what the American people want out of our foreign trade 
relations.  
 

Take action to halt "Fast Track" Trade Promotion Authority on this 
issue. Let your members of Congress know your concerns and urge 
them to support an option that is actually free, fair, and transparent! 

Action Alert Make Trade Fair 

Learn more about the Trans-Pacific Partnership from our friends at the Citizens Trade Campaign:  
http://www.citizenstrade.org/ctc/trade-policies/tpp-potential-trade-policy-problems/  

Questions Yet to be Answered: 
 

Labor rights: Will the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
FTA include labor standards based on 
International Labor Organization conventions, 
and if included, how will they be enforced? 
Investment Provisions: Will the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership FTA include so-called “investor-
state” provisions that allow individual 
corporations to challenge environmental, 
consumer, and other public interest policies as 
barriers to trade? 
Public Procurement: Will the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership FTA respect nations’ and 
communities’ right to set purchasing preferences 
that keep taxpayer dollars re-circulating in local 
economies? 
Access to Medicines: Will the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership FTA allow governments to produce 
and/or obtain affordable, generic medications for 
sick people? 
Agriculture: Will the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
FTA allow countries to ensure that farmers and 
farm workers are fairly compensated, while also 
preventing the agricultural dumping that has 
forced so many family farmers off their land?  

Take Action link:  
bit.ly/pcusafairtrade  

 

 



Celebrating Service Learning 

The Office of Public Witness believes that the formation of servant leaders and 
advocates  is vital to the public policy 

ministry and witness of the  
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)    

For more information on Service Learning Opportunities at the Office 
of Public Witness, or to learn how to apply, please visit 

www.pcusa.org/washington/internship or email 
opw.intern.info@pcusa.org 

Originally from Washington state, 

Sabrina Slater is a 2nd-year 
Master of Divinity student at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
She is spending a semester in DC 
through the National Capital 
Semester for Seminarians program 
hosted at Wesley Theological 
Seminary and began serving the 
Office in late January 2014. Sabrina 
enjoyed a career in higher 
education before embarking on seminary studies and the 
ordination process. She is committed to honest dialogue 
and hearing people's voices and stories. She looks forward 

to this time in DC that will allow her effectively to engage issues the Office of Public Witness has been called to 
address. Her focus includes women, relationship violence, human trafficking, domestic poverty, and the relationship 
between poverty and violence. As a candidate in process under care of Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church 
(Spokane, Washington) and the Inland Northwest Presbytery, she is excited to see what the PC(USA) is doing in DC 
and to communicate this important work and opportunities to get involved with Presbyterians in every corner of the 
world. She is committed to the work believing the divine image to be stamped on all persons! Smiling might be her 
favorite activity but it's closely followed by walking and enjoying life in general.   

 

Kyle Cristofalo is a 3rd-year Master of Divinity student 
at Candler School of Theology at Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia. He is also participating in Wesley 
Theological Seminary’s National Capital Semester. With a 
concentration in Justice, Peacebuilding, and Conflict 
Transformation, he has spent much of his time thinking 
through how religious communities can engage in creative 
practices of peacemaking that work to overcome systems 
of injustice. After completing his undergraduate degree in 
Peace and Conflict Studies, Kyle moved to Israel-Palestine, 
where he spent a year as a service worker with the 

Mennonite Central Committee. At the Office of Public Witness, Kyle is working 
primarily on issues relating to Israel-Palestine, as well as immigration. A life-long 
Presbyterian, with membership at Central Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in Atlanta, 
Georgia, Kyle hopes to serve the church through work in the non-profit or private 
sector in organizations committed to peace and justice issues. A native New Yorker, 
Kyle is excited to be in DC and experience all the city has to offer. 
 
 

Meet our 2014 Spring Seminary Interns  

We are preparing to 
welcome our 2014 Summer 
Fellows in June.  They need 

your help!  Each fellow 
receives a stipend to help 
defray the cost of living 

expenses, which are 
considerable in 

Washington, DC. Your gift 
could make the difference 

between a vocational 
dream and a lived reality.  
Please give generously to 
support our Interns and 

Summer Fellows.   
Give online at  

bit.ly/

2014 Spring Interns Kyle Cristofalo (L) and Sabrina 
Slater (R) in front of the United Methodist Building 

where the OPW has its offices. 

 

 

  



Erika Weed (Summer 2011) graduated with an MBA from the McColl School of Business at 
Queens University of Charlotte on May 6, 2013, and on May 9, she was accepted into the 
Executive Leadership Doctoral Program in Human and Organizational Learning at George 
Washington University. Her focus is on ineffective leadership behaviors (known as dark 
leadership), how it develops, and how it impacts organizations. Of her OPW Summer 
Fellowship, she said, “my experience with the OPW gave me a chance to see the potential that 
leaders in the Presbyterian Church have to move our denomination forward. There are a lot of 
young people in and around the Church who are really looking to take on leadership roles, but 
they need guidance and support from those who are already driving the PC(USA).  This means 
making some significant changes, which isn't easy for any organization. I hope to use my 
experience in the Church, the OPW, and other organizations to help facilitate that process.” 

 

Kendra Poole (Spring/Summer 2013) is currently living in Tanzania and working 
as Project Coordinator for the Magoma Project with the 2Seeds Network. 2Seeds is an 
incorporated non-profit that addresses the urgent need for food and income security in 
rural Tanzania through incubating small, community-based, agricultural development 
projects. She works with students, parents, and community members in two local 
primary schools. Together, they have developed agricultural and livestock-raising 
activities that generate income for the schools’ meals programs, and more importantly, 
provide an educational opportunity for everyone involved. A great deal of her job is to 
help local partners recognize their own potential and to provide a space where is can be 
assessed and maximized. She attributes much of the relationship-building, advocacy, and 
communication skills required for this position to her internship in the OPW. She says, “I have learned that people 
are best engaged in advocacy through the development of personal relationships, to situating compassion at the 
axis of how we interact in community, and through sharing stories, prayers, and meditations.” 

Where are They Now?          
Featuring our Summer Fellowship and Internship Alumni 

 

This year, there seems to be momentum building behind a bill to raise 
the minimum wage (S.1737/H.R.1010) to $10.10 per hour, index it to 
inflation, and bring the tipped worker minimum wage (currently stalled 
at $2.13 per hour since 1991) up to 70% of the regular wage .  This is so 
important for low-wage workers.  The Economic Policy Institute 
estimates that 28 million people will get a raise if this bill is enacted. 
That’s one is five workers in the U.S. economy. And this affects the 
next generation  — 14 million children, one in five kids in the U.S., have 
a parent who would benefit from increasing the minimum wage. 
 

In the PC(USA), we have long supported just compensation 
commensurate with the dignity of all work. A person who works full time should earn a wage that supports a 
family in dignity. As wages have stagnated, even as the economy has grown, the minimum wage has become a 
poverty wage that traps low-wage workers, rather than serving the purpose of protecting the value of wages. This 
bill will make up most, though not all, of the lost value of the minimum wage since 1968. And it will hopefully take a 
small step toward narrowing the growing income inequality in this country. 
 

Send a message to your Senators and Representative today. Ask them to demand a vote and support more just 
wages for workers. 

Action Alert Support Workers 

Type bit.ly/1ccC1Hp into your browser to send your message! 

 

The sign in front of the United Methodist 
Building where the OPW is located 
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Become our partners in ministry! 

We offer two special giving opportunities that go directly 
to fund the public witness of the church and the formation 

and training of young adult leaders. Please designate: 

        Public Witness:            Internship/Fellowship: 
           ECO# 865714          ECO# 051422 
 

Please send donations to: 
 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Public Witness 
100 Maryland Avenue, NE, Ste. 410 

Washington, DC 20002 

The Office of Public Witness 

wants to help you stay informed!  

Scan the code to the left  
or visit   

www.capwiz.com/pcusa  
to sign up for: 
• action alerts   

•  legislative updates  
•  event notices  

• Advocacy as Discipleship 

Connect with us @PCUSAWashington 
and officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com 

Give online at bit.ly/OPWgive 

Or bit.ly/OPWgiveinterns 

Or Text PCUSA OPW to 20222 to give $10  


