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“Speaking Truth to Power In Love” 

The Office of Public Witness 

wants to help you stay 

informed! 

Scan the code below  
or visit   

www.capwiz.com/pcusa  
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action alerts   

legislative updates  

event notices  
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Find Us Online 

www.pcusa.org/washington 

 

Connect with us @PCUSAwashington 
and 

officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com 
 

Providing a Prophetic  

Presbyterian Witness for 68 Years 

“Civil magistery is a calling not only 
holy and legitimate, but by far the 

most sacred and honorable in 
human life.” 

 

- John Calvin 



The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness is 
the public policy information and advocacy 
office of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Its task is to 
advocate, and help the church to advocate, the 
social witness perspectives and policies voted on 
and approved by the PC(USA) General 
Assembly. The church has a long history of 
applying these biblically and theologically-
based insights to issues that affect the public 
— maintaining a public policy ministry in the 
nation's capital since 1946.  
 

How We Choose these Priorities: 
 

Each year, the OPW staff performs a review of 
the Assembly’s directives and policy priorities, 
as well as an analysis of opportunities to make 
c ha ng e th r ou g h C o n gr es s i on a l  or 
Administrative action. For example, the 
Assembly’s strong policies on food justice 
dovetail in a year when the Farm Bill or Child 
Nutrition bill is up for reauthorization. Regular 
reauthorizations and legislative initiatives 
become natural legislative priorities. Likewise, 
published statements and stated priorities 
from politicians and decision makers, like the 
President, the Secretary of State, or a leading 
Member of Congress—things that are “likely to 
move”—can create opportunities to influence 
an ongoing debate. And of course, OPW 
priorities must also 
continue to lift up 
the PC(USA)’s 
prophetic voice that 
holds our leaders 
accountable to the 
church’s vision for a 
just society that 
ensures compassion, 
peace, and justice in 
our dealings with 
one another.  

Reformed Theology teaches that because a sovereign God is at work in all the world, the church  and Christian 

citizens should be concerned about public policy.   
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Providing a Prophetic  

Presbyterian Witness 

 

 

 

Civil and Human Rights 
 

Eradicating Gun Violence 
 

Comprehensive Immigration  
 Reform 
 

Reforming the U.S. Prison  
 System 
 

Ending Human Trafficking 

Domestic Poverty and  
Economic Justice 

 

Seeking Justice for the Worker  
 

Confronting Poverty in the U.S. 
 

Finalizing a Faithful Farm Bill 

2014 Initiatives 
 

Coordinating Boycott of Israeli  
 Settlement Products 
Offering Young Adult Service 
 Learning Opportunities 
Partnering with Mission  
 Networks 

International Issues 
 

Addressing Global Poverty  
 and Development 
Supporting Peacemaking 
 in Sudan and DR Congo 
Seeking Just Resolution to  
 Israeli/Palestinian Conflict 
Advocating Fair Trade  
 Policies 
Peacemaking Efforts with  
 Iran and Syria 

Environmental Issues 


Regulating Carbon Pollution 


