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peace and justice efforts around the world. 
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Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give to you.  — John 14:27FAITH
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There are many factors in the world that divide us. They exist among the 
nations, in our communities, throughout congregations, in the midst of 
households across the globe, and within ourselves. Through these dividers, 
we as God’s children, become broken. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians describes 
peace as a spiritual bonding agent, holding us together through the love 
of Christ. It restores our fractured pieces to a whole, creating a connection 
between us. Through this, we experience the unity of the spirit in the bond 
of peace.

The Peacemaking Offering funds the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, 
enabling us to bring in International Peacemakers, hold conferences, and 
advocate for active nonviolent solutions to conflict. 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) views peace as a core part of our identity 
and calling as believers. It is a central declaration of the gospel, calling us to 
model our lives in the pattern of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. This year, 
we invite you to take part in A Season of Peace, September 7 – October 5. 
This four-week pilgrimage is designed to deepen the pursuit of peace for 
congregations, small groups, families, and individuals.

Please participate in this Offering and help make the Season of Peace a 
time to renew your commitment and reaffirm your calling to peacemaking. 
Together, we can transform cultures of violence into communities of peace. 

Carl Horton
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/seasonofpeace/
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A History of the Peacemaking Offering 

What is A Season of Peace? 

The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program has been committed to pursuing a peaceful and just world for many years, 
giving advocates and peace seekers a home in the Presbyterian peacemaking community.

In 1980, the 192nd General Assembly adopted Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling, a document that continues 
to guide Presbyterian peace efforts. The document declares, “the church is obedient to Christ when it nurtures 
and equips God’s children as peacemakers.”

A Season of Peace is a month-long journey, created to reinforce and encourage the mission of peace for those 
seeking a more harmonious world. Through daily reflections, family activities (such as Peace Cards), Bible studies, 
an intergenerational peace fair, and other online resources, you are invited to define and deepen your calling as a 
peacemaker. 

These resources are designed to culminate in the Peacemaking Offering, traditionally received on World Communion 
Sunday, the first Sunday in October. However, they are appropriate for any time. Resources are also provided for 
several events that coincide with the suggested dates during A Season of Peace. 

Refer to the Calendar section of this guide for more information on dates and celebratory events for A Season of Peace. 

Fort Worth Independent
School District

Agnieszka Napierala
UN/MINUSTAH

Living Waters for 
the World

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
https://www.pcusa.org/resource/peacemaking-believers-calling-text/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/seasonofpeace/
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How is the Peacemaking Offering used? 

Inspire new approaches to active peacemaking.

Equip God’s people to be compassionate and prophetic 
peacemakers.

Connect communities of peace in accompaniment, 
mutual learning, and shared action for the transformation 
of the world.

• Develop resources for A Season of Peace.
• Oversee the production of resources, screening kits, and a dedicated website for the 
   documentary Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence.
• Conduct a collegiate peacemaking consultation at Montreat Conference Center.
• Inspire and equip peacemaking leaders through regional training events.
• Provide internships and scholarships for youth.
• Sponsor young adults and other Presbyterians in attending The Wild Goose Festival,  
   a summer conference focusing on peace and justice.

• Produce the 2013–2014 Biblical Witness to Peacemaking.
• Foster best peacemaking practices.
• Promote PC(USA) policy and provide educational resources to prevent gun violence.
• Deepen the commitment of peacemakers through the Commitment to Peacemaking.
• Reprint Guidelines for Presbyterians in Times of Disagreement pocket guide.
• Reprint Ways to Engage in Peacemaking, an introductory resource about peacemaking.
• Produce the sold-out 2013 Advent Devotions: Proclaiming the Good News of Christ’s Peace, 
   written by participants in the 2013 Presbyterian Youth Triennium.

• Provide leadership and support to the Peace Discernment Steering Team.
• Lead travel-study seminars to the Philippines (Environmental Devastation and Human    
  Trafficking), Northern Ireland (Peacemaking and Reconciliation in the Celtic Context) 
   and South Africa (Twenty Years Toward Justice, Equality and a Lasting Peace).
• Plan, promote, and lead Mosaic of Peace, the 2014 Presbyterian Peacemaking Conference   
   with over 100 participants in Israel/Palestine.
• Welcome 12 International Peacemakers for itineration across the PC(USA).
• Monitor and respond to peacemaking issues around the world in places such as Syria, 
   South Sudan, Colombia, Israel/Palestine, and the Philippines. 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/seasonofpeace/
http://triggerdoc.com
http://www.montreat.org/
http://wildgoosefestival.org/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2013-2014-biblical-witness-peacemaking/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/commitment-peacemaking/


Making a difference: Ideas from congregations
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Support of global issues

Peace education and training for children

Help for families in need

Assistance for teens and young adults

Community care and engagement

• Donate to programs working toward the elimination of child trafficking.
• Support the Red Hand Campaign, a program advocating for ending the practice of child soldiers.
• Give funds to HIV education programs throughout Africa.

• Organize local camps promoting peace for children to learn how to effectively cope during times of conflict.
• Host a peacemaking essay contest in local high schools.
• Volunteer at a summer youth program.

• Donate to programs helping teen mothers and single-parent families.
• Deliver weekend meals to low-income families.
• Implement a backpack program, sending food home with school children over the weekends.

• Support an anger management program for young people.
• Work with young women who are in correctional facilities.
• Create a conflict resolution program for local high schools.

• Start a community-wide dialogue to end racism through discussion.
• Work with a support center for males transitioning out of prison or homelessness.
• Donate to local women’s shelters or violence prevention centers.
• Help fund educational assistance for veterans.
• Donate to a program providing beds for children who do not have one.

Here are some of the ways congregations use their 25 percent of the Peacemaking Offering on behalf of those 
struggling through oppression and injustice: 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/child/no-child-soldiers/


A Season of Peace 2014: Resources

Path of Peace Daily Reflections 
Subscribe to daily reflections that will be delivered directly to your inbox September 7–October 5, or download the 
entire set of reflections as a single file. The weekly themes and daily scriptures are drawn from The Biblical Witness to 
Peacemaking, a 365-day walk through the Bible focusing on peace and justice passages. The writers of the daily 
reflections this year are participants and leaders of Mosaic of Peace, the 2014 Peacemaking Conference to Israel/Palestine.

Peace Fair
The Peace Fair is a hands-on, multisensory, intergenerational event that offers peace and justice learning activities. 
It may be held as a kickoff to A Season of Peace, as a focus for World Communion Sunday, or any time throughout the 
year. Participants will receive a peace passport that guides them through art, media, music, food, and other activities 
to explore peace as a community. Activities include: 

• World Café Bible study   • Anti-bullying pledge: We Are One  • Canned-food tower build
• Prayer center    • Craft table     • Drama center
• Computer/social media station  • Cooperative games    • Guest speaker

Peace Cards
Peace Cards provide an opportunity to engage in practical and real conversations about peacemaking. Designed 
to be used as a sharing tool, they can be used anywhere, with anyone, and encourage believers to share their 
perspectives, life experiences, and hopes with regard to peace in their homes, community, and the world. 

Use one card per day during A Season of Peace and let the conversations become avenues for peacemaking. 
The 2014 set has 31 reusable cards.

Adult Bible Study: The Things that Make for Peace
The Things that Make for Peace is a five-week adult study for small or large groups to be used during A Season of Peace 
or any other time of the year. It focuses on the inner and outer paths to peace as foundational and faithful discipleship.

Session 1: Recognizing Peace —The introduction is a study of Luke 19:37– 44 and Ephesians 1:18. It explores the differences between 
                      peace as the world often defines it and peace as Jesus teaches and models it.

Session 2: Finding Peace “so that you may live deep within your heart”— How do we find peace in our hearts? How do we deepen our 
                      personal spiritual practices as peacemakers? Using Philippians 4:4–7 and Romans 5:15, this session explores how we might 
                      ground ourselves in the practice of peace.

Session 3: Practicing Peace “so that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace” — What does it mean to “turn the other cheek?” 
                      What is the difference between being a doormat and choosing nonviolence? In this study, we explore Matthew 5:38–44 as a 
                      foundation for active nonviolence.

Session 4: Extending Peace “so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them” — How does the Bible teach us to live with neighbors 
                      who are different? This session will focus on hospitality as peacemaking in light of Hebrews 13:1–3 and Romans 12:13–21.

Session 5: Living Peace “so that you can do what others claim cannot be done” — Peace within, peace with God, and peace with 
                     others all require forgiveness and a life that seeks to restore relationships. This study will focus on 2 Chronicles 6:13–40, 
                     Matthew 5:23–24, and Romans 12:18.

For more information and resources on A Season of Peace, please visit: www.presbyterianmission.org/seasonofpeace 
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http://www.presbyterianmission.org/subscriptions/lists/path-peace/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2013-2014-biblical-witness-peacemaking/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2013-2014-biblical-witness-peacemaking/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2013-2014-biblical-witness-peacemaking/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/mosaic-peace/
https://www.pcusa.org/resource/season-peace-peace-fair-planning-guide/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/seasonofpeace
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking


Promotional Ideas

How can my congregation give?
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Ask the session to set a date to receive the Peacemaking Offering. The Offering is traditionally 
received on World Communion Sunday, the first Sunday in October, though any other time 
throughout the year is appropriate. 

Encourage the session to set a fundraising goal and consider options for using the congregational 
portion (25 percent), inviting input from your congregation.

Develop your interpretation plan by reviewing the resources on the website. 

Order any additional materials needed to interpret the Offering at pds@pcusa.org. 

Review the Peacemaking Offering website, specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking, for updates 
and downloadable resources. 

Encourage members to give through the church, text, or by visiting presbyterianmission.org/give/
peacemaking-offering. If giving online, members should provide the name of your congregation 
so the church will receive credit for gifts from individuals that prefer to give this way.

 presbyterianmission.org/give/peacemaking-offering

Text PEACE to 20222 to give $10

Through your congregationTHREE WAYS
TO GIVE

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/browse/resources-resource/tag/peacemaking%20offering/
mailto:pds@pcusa.org
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/PM999999/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/PM999999/


Before the Offering 
• Decide and announce how the congregation will use its 25 percent share of the Offering. See Ways Your Congregation  
   Can Enhance its Commitment to Peacemaking and visit the Special Offerings blog for ideas.
• Set a goal as a challenge to the congregation.
• Check to make sure you have received your standing order of materials and order additional materials if necessary.
• Visit A Season of Peace webpages to review the resources available this year at presbyterianmission.org/seasonofpeace.

During the Offering 

• Create an article for your newsletter about the congregation’s past and current peacemaking ministries 
   and how the Offering has supported these ministries in previous years.
• Utilize resources to fully engage your congregation in A Season of Peace, which begins September 7.  
   Use one of the Offering videos in a worship service and/or other church gatherings. 
   Download at specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking. 

• Display the Peacemaking Offering poster in a high-traffic area of your church.
• Place Offering envelopes in the pews and one of the bulletin inserts in the bulletins on September 7 and 
   present a minute for mission about how your congregation will use its 25 percent share of the Offering.
• On September 11, which is 9-11 Commemoration, honor those we lost with peacemaking prayers. 
• On September 14, put another bulletin insert in the bulletins. Present one of the minutes for mission from  
   the leader’s guide or reproduce one in the bulletin. Remind the congregation how its 25 percent share of 
   the Offering will be used.
• On September 21, which is the International Day of Peace, use another bulletin insert and brochure/mailer 
   in the bulletin if you have not already sent it to members of your congregation. Present one of the minutes 
   for mission from the website or reproduce one in the bulletin. Remind the congregation how its 25 percent 
   share of the Offering will impact your community.
• On September 25, celebrate World Communion Sunday/Peacemaking Offering.  
• On September 28, share the final bulletin insert. Present one of the minutes for mission from the website 
   or reproduce one in the bulletin. Remind the congregation how its 25 percent share of the Offering will be 
   used for local peacemaking efforts.

• On October 5, use the worship resource for World Communion Sunday.
• Place Peacemaking Offering envelopes in worship bulletins or pew racks for your congregation’s use on 
   World Communion Sunday and in the weeks to follow.
• Remind the congregation how it can make a difference in the community through its 25 percent share 
   of the Offering, using examples from the video, and encourage members to continue to contribute  
   throughout the month.
• In late October, report total giving to the Peacemaking Offering in an announcement or newsletter article. 
   Thank the congregation for their generous participation.

Calendar
Ask the session to approve the receipt of the Peacemaking Offering on October 5 or another Sunday during A Season of Peace.
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AUG

SEPT

OCT

http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/Daily_Offerings
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/seasonofpeace
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/seasonofpeace/
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking


After the Offering

Follow-up to the Offering

Ask the treasurer to remit the funds. Retain 25 percent of the Offering for the congregation’s peacemaking ministries, 
and send the remaining 75 percent through your normal receiving site. (Your church treasurer will know the procedure.) 
If you have questions about fund remittance, call Central Receiving Service at (800) 728-7228, ext. 5571.
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Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  
P.O. Box 643700   
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

Indicate Peacemaking Offering on the memo line.
Complete the evaluation form received via email.

Contacts

Thank your congregation for participating in the Offering.

Keep 25 percent of the Offering for your congregation’s use on behalf of peacemaking ministries.

Report how much was received and how your congregation’s 25 percent will be used.

Throughout the year, update your congregation with news of local Peacemaking efforts, and remind 
them that they can contribute to the Offering all year. 

Make the check for the remaining 75 percent payable to the PC(USA). Send it through the normal 
receiving agency at your presbytery or synod. If your church does not have a receiving agency, the check 
can be sent to: 

25%

Stay up-to-date on all things Special Offerings by subscribing to the Special Offerings blog, “liking” the 
Special Offerings Facebook page, or following Special Offerings on Twitter. 

Visit presbyterianmission.org/seasonofpeace to connect to A Season of Peace, and 
specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking for the Peacemaking Offering. 

Your Special Offerings team:

Peacemaking Program                        Dayna Oliver    
dayna.oliver@pcusa.org                                     800-728-7228            
presbyterianmission.org/peacemaking                    ext. 8700  

Standing Orders                   Pres. Distribution Service  
pds@pcusa.org                    800-524-2612

Peacemaking Offering                      Sam Locke 
specialofferings@pcusa.org                 800-728-7228 
specialofferings.pcusa.org                                             ext. 5047
    

Sam Locke – Director, Special Offerings and Appeals
Margaret Boone – Project Manager, Special Offerings 
Tricia McReynolds – Assistant for Special Offerings and Appeals

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/seasonofpeace/
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking


Order Form
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Here are five ways to get additional copies of Peacemaking materials: 
1. Call Presbyterian Distribution Service at 800-524-2612
2. Fax this order form to 502-569-8030 
3. Mail this form to Presbyterian Distribution Service, 3904 Produce Road, Suite 104,  Louisville KY 40218 
4. Email pds@pcusa.org
5. Download copies from the website
Many materials are FREE and additional worship resources are available online at specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking

2014 Peacemaking Offering
Qty.     UOM PDS#   Item
 Each 12142-14-201  Poster
 P25 12142-14-202  Bulletin Insert—A student-led program of peace
 P25 12142-14-203  Bulletin Insert—Bringing hope with clean water
 P25 12142-14-204  Bulletin Insert—Uniting against violence toward women
 P25 12142-14-205  Bulletin Insert—Fostering Christian understanding & ministry
 P25 12142-14-207  Brochure/Mailer
 P25 12142-14-208  Program Brochure
 P25 12142-14-218  Spanish Program Brochure
 P25 12142-14-250  Offering Envelope
 P50 24358-14-001  Bulletin Covers  $4.00 (8.5”x11”)
 P50 24358-14-002  Bulletin Covers  $4.00 (8.5”x14”)

Other useful items:
 Each 24358-12-001  Ways to Enagage in Peacemaking Brochure
 Each 24358-10-007  Resurrection Living: Journeying with the Nonviolent Christ $7.50
 Each 24358-14-003  2014 Advent Devotions: Proclaiming the Good News of God’s Peace $.50
 Each 24358-09-001  Justice and Peace Shall Kiss: Praying through the Year $3.00
 Each  24358-07-016  Commitment to Peacemaking
 Each 70270-06-033  Guidelines for Presbyterians during Times of Disagreement (pocket size)
 Each 24358-07-011  Guias Para Presbiterianos En Tiempos De Desacuerdo (tamaño bolsillo)
 Each 24358-08-001  To Strengthen Christ’s Body: Tools for Talking about Tough Issues $5.00
 Each 24358-07-014  When God’s People Travel Together, 3 vol. set $20.00
 Each 24358-07-012  Los Presbiterianos y El Servicio Militar $.35
 Each 11142-07-289  AIDS and Peacemaking 
 Each 25412-12-006  Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence (DVD) $19.99
 Each 24358-13-003  Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence, Four-Session Study Guide $5.00
 Each 24358-13-006  Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence, Screening Kit 
 Each 70-270-06-001  The Shalom of God in the Midst of Empire $5.00
 Each 70-270-05-004  Whoever Welcomes a Child $3.00
 Each 70-270-05-035  Presbyterians and Military Service: Questions and Answers, 3rd ed. $.35
    Please add appropriate sales tax for orders being shipped to CA, KY, NY, and PA.

Ship to:
Name:                                                                                              Church:                                                                                   Presbytery:                                                               

Address (FedEx cannot ship to PO boxes):                                                                                                                          City/State:                                                               

Zip Code:                                                  Phone:                                                                                                                           PIN/Customer I.D.#:                                          

      Bill me (shipping and handling will be included).      Check or money order enclosed (include 10 percent of the order total for priced items: $5.25 minimum, $65 maximum).

*Permanent Identification Number. See General Assembly Statistics Book. 
Note: All orders will be shipped via Federal Express unless otherwise requested. Please be sure someone will be available at the given address during working hours 
(9:00–6:00, Monday–Thursday and 9:00–5:30, Friday) to receive the shipment. Any special handling charges will be billed to the recipient.

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peacemaking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/browse/resources-resource/tag/peacemaking%20offering/

