
As participants in the conference, individuals will be:
   •  Inspired by the stories of Christian peacemakers in the Holy Land, walk in the 

footsteps of the Prince of Peace and encounter contemporary Palestinians  
and Israelis;

   •  Equipped by engagement with Christian, Muslim and Jewish leaders, 
experience contextual theology and study peacemaking practices within  
the framework of PC(USA) policy;

   •  Connected with global and local partners to take meaningful action for a just 
and lasting peace in the region.

APPLICATIONS – Apply online at pcusa.org/mosaicofpeace through October 
15, 2015. Notification and commitment packets sent by November 1, 2015.  First-
time visitors to the Holy Land are encouraged to attend.  Previous conference 
participants and seasoned travelers to the region are welcome. Must be 18  
years old.
COST - The double-occupancy rate for the conference is $2,600. This includes all 
conference expenses (including all meals, accommodations, programs, tips, tours, 
and on the ground transportation). Airline travel is not included. Limited single 
occupancy is available for an additional charge.
HOTELS - The current conference hotels include: Gloria Hotel of Old Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem’s Manger Square Hotel, and the Golden Crown Hotel in Nazareth.
TRAVEL - Participants are responsible for domestic and international travel. All 
airline tickets will be booked through the PC(USA)’s designated travel agency to 
ensure proper departure and arrival times.  Participants will be able to select from  
a number of airlines and itineraries.   
ORIENTATION - Participants will meet on Monday, April 4 at the Hilton Newark 
Airport for an overnight orientation prior to departure for Tel Aviv on Tuesday,  
April 5.
SMALL GROUPS - Conference participants will be placed into small groups with 
group leaders. These groups will engage in preparation before the conference, meet 
as a group during the conference, and consider meaningful collective action upon 
returning home.

Visit pcusa.org/mosaicofpeace or contact the conference registrar at 
800-728-7228 X8820 or 502-569-8820

Here’s what conference participants have said:
 
The Mosaic of Peace trip changed my life.  As my five kids say to their 71 year old mother, 
‘we wish we had sent you to Hawaii for your first retirement trip across the ocean, then 
perhaps we could shut you up once in awhile.’ 

—Sandie Hanna, Presbyterian Church of the Master, Omaha, NE
 

I cannot explain how responsible I feel as a Christian and as a Presbyterian to share 
my Mosaic of Peace experience in churches, in my community, as well as in the public 
arena.  Public speaking has been just a small way to share and raise awareness that is so 
vitally needed regarding the challenges faced by Palestinian Christians.

—Sue Dravis, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Dubuque, IA
 

The conference PROFOUNDLY impacted my life.  Not a day goes by that I do not think 
about the Palestinian people. I wear a plain, olivewood cross constantly, so that I have 
some sort of physical reminder to continue to pray and advocate. 

—Christie Wiersma, Eastminster Presbyterian Church, Ada, MI

Each day we reflect upon a new and unexpected learning, and we are reminded of the 
amazing people we met and places we saw.  The agenda and planning was clearly the 
result of thoughtful people designing with the participants in mind.

—Claudia Perkins and Bruce Johnson, First Presbyterian Church, Alameda, CA 

I went on the Mosaic of Peace to visit the places, the ancient stones, where Jesus once 
lived.  Instead, I met Christ time and time again in the living stones.  And I will never be 
the same.  Thanks be to God!

—Susan Orr, Laurelton United Church, Rochester, NY  
During our orientation for the conference, I picked up two pieces of guidance from a 
panel of Jewish and Palestinian presenters:  live in the tension and don’t give up hope.  
Little did I know how much I would cradle these pearls of wisdom as I walked in the Holy 
Land.  Every time I repeated these words, I gained serenity and perspective about my role 
in the struggle for peace and justice in that place. 

—Lawrence Bartel, Niccolls Memorial Presbyterian Church, Old Forge, NY   
Truly a ‘tour de force.’

—Lorraine Nagy, Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church, Bethesda, MD  
This conference connected me with something deeply inside myself that feels 
transforming.  The speakers were heroes in my opinion.  In fact, I titled my church 
presentation “Heroes of Israel and Palestine.”

—Marsha Wadley, Stone Church of Willow Glen, San Jose, CA

We were amazed at the number and quality of speakers.
-Lorrie and Sherm Skinner, First Presbyterian Church of Boonton, Denville, NJ

 
The two fine arts events – a dance troupe and theatrical production – were wonderful 
additions.  They gave us more “out of the box” insights into people’s lives, struggles, 
desires and hopes.

-Donna Chavez, Southridge and Argentine United Presbyterian Churches, Lee’s 
Summit, MO

April 4–16, 2016

The following general schedule is 
provided to give those interested an 
idea of the conference content. All 
items are subject to change.

Monday, April 4: ORIENTATION 
Participants arrive at Newark 
(EWR); Orientation begins with 
dinner

Tuesday, April 5:   
ORIENTATION CONTINUES
Orientation concludes with lunch; 
shuttles from hotel back to EWR for 
departures to Tel Aviv

Wednesday, April 6:  
ARRIVE IN TEL AVIV
Shuttle to hotel for settling in, 
strolling around Old Jerusalem, 
dinner and rest

Thursday, April 7: JERUSALEM  
Visits to the sites of Jerusalem 
including the Western Wall, Temple 
Mount and Yad Vashem.  Evening 
presentation – Israeli perspectives

Friday, April 8: JERUSALEM 
Meeting with the Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Jordan and the Holy Land.  
Visits to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, Mount of Olives and 
Garden of Gethsemane.   Evening 
presentation – Muslim Palestinian 
perspectives

Saturday, April 9 : JERUSALEM 
TO BETHLEHEM 
Grassroots Jerusalem tour; depart 
for Bethlehem, free time around 
Manger Square, welcome dinner 
and cultural performance at the 
International Center of Bethlehem 
(ICB)

Sunday, April 10: BETHLEHEM  
Worship at Christmas Lutheran 
Church; optional afternoon tours 
including Tent of Nations, Kairos 
Palestine panel discussion 

Monday, April 11: BETHLEHEM 
Speakers in the morning; afternoon 
trip to Hebron, possible shopping 
excursion

Tuesday, April 12:  BETHLEHEM 
AND HEBRON
Speakers in the morning; youth 
centers and refugee camp tours in 
the afternoon, dinner in Shepherd’s 
Field

Wednesday, April 13: 
BETHLEHEM TO GALILEE 
Depart Bethlehem with stops at 
the Aqbet Jaber Refugee Camp 
Kindergarten in Jericho, the Mount 
of Temptation and baptismal site 
on the Jordan River.  Arrive in 
Nazareth, evening presentation.

Thursday, April 14: GALILEE 
Visits to Capernaum, Church of 
Multiplication of Loaves and Fishes, 
Church of St. Peter’s Primacy and 
Mt. of Beatitudes.  Lunch at Ein 
Gev Kibbutz, boat trip on the Sea 
of Galilee.  Meet with Sindyanna of 
Galilee 

Friday, April 15:   
GALILEE TO TEL AVIV
Pack and prepare for departure; 
visits to Ibillin, Caesarea and Haifa; 
dinner in Jaffa with evening flight 
departures

Saturday, April 16:  
Arrival in the United States
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We are called to be witnesses to and for peace in the Holy Land. In faithful 
and hope-filled response, the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program’s Mosaic 

of Peace conference invites Presbyterians to experience this remarkable and 
troubled region, encounter its diverse people, explore its rich history and complex 
current situation, and engage with those who seek its peace. 
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