
 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

For the newest updates and resources, visit www.pcusa.org/pda  

PDA continues to respond to violence impacting Syrians.  Zaatari is now the second largest refugee camp 
in the world and Jordan's fourth largest city.  August 2013 

Syria crisis deepens - especially for children.  Millions are displaced, and humanitarian assistance is being 
shared, including in the Zaatari Refugee Camp, where more than half the population is children.  School 

kits have been sent.  August 2013 

The ongoing conflict in Syria continues to displace families. PDA is supporting the refugees in the the 

Za'atari refugee camp.  January 2013 

Syrian refugees in Jordan seek to recover and return: families in the Za'atari refugee camp in northern 

Jordan receive assistance – photos by Magnus Aronson, LWF/ACT.  November 2012 

In the midst of unspeakable violence.  Story from Presbyterian New Service (PNS) on the effect the 
Syrian crisis has on the Christian community.  August 2012 

PDA responds to the deepening humanitarian crisis in Syria. Increased fighting in the cities of Aleppo and 
Damascus has led to the additional displacement of Syrian families.  August 2012 

Stand in the Gap for Syria – initial report. One Great Hour of Sharing funds are providing humanitarian 

assistance.  February 2012 

Background to the situation in Syria – Brief explanation of events that have led to the current crisis.  

(World Mission, February 2012) 

 

Resources 

The Presbyterian Response to the Conflict in Syria: pdf version of the powerpoint presentation prepared for the 

spring 2014 Ecumenical Advocacy Days.   

Crisis in Syria: The Presbyterian Mission Agency's Response 

“Let them turn away from evil and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it.” – 1 Peter 3:11 

These presentations were made at the 

September 2013 Presbyterian Mission 
Agency Board Meeting on the crisis in Syria.   

(Click on an image to view the presentation.) 

 

 

Presbyterian Response to the Crisis in Syria 

Previous reports and additional resources 

http://www.pcusa.org/pda
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/news/2012/8/28/midst-unspeakable-violence/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/syria-situation/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/response_to_syrian_conflict_ead_2014_presentation.pdf


Peacemaking and PDA are working collaboratively in response to the crisis in Syria.  Find bulletin inserts 
and a service of prayer for peace on the Peacemaking web page. 

Letter from the Reverend Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, and more than 20 

ecumenical colleagues, calling on the United States government to keep its attention on the Syrian Civil 
War and act accordingly to bring stability and peace to the region.  July 2013 

Call to prayer for Syria from the 220th General Assembly.  August 2012 

Statement by Ambassador Susan E. Rice, Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations, on the UN General Assembly Resolution on Syria.  August 3, 2012 

World Mission Call to prayer and action and a prayer for the people of Syria – information on how you 
can help address some of the needs related to Syria.  March 2012 

Bulletin Insert “Stand in the GAP for Syria - Not big in the media, but 9 million displaced people is not a 

small story” 

Color bulletin insert 

Grayscale bulletin insert 

Hymns 

 A Hymn for Peace  by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 God, How Can We Comprehend by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 

 God, Whose Love is Always Stronger by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 

Helpful links 

World Mission – Information on PC(USA) work and partnerships in Syria 

PresbyTel answers your questions about the PC(USA). Call (800) 872-3283 to talk to a PresbyTel 
consultant. 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/specialofferings/peacemaking-offering/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/specialofferings/peacemaking-offering/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/syria-ecumenical-letter-july-2013.pdf
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/8/4/august-call-prayer-syria/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/statement-ambassador-susan-e-rice/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/syria-action/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/syria_bulletin_insert_may_2014.pdf
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/syria_bulletin_insert_may_2014.pdf
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/syria_bulletin_insert_may_2014_grayscale.pdf
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/hymn-peace/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/god-how-can-we-comprehend/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/god-whose-love-always-stronger/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/syria/


Syria – situation report update 
August 2013 
______________________________________________________________________________  

PDA is responding to the rising violence that continues to impact Syrians. 
Approximately 6.8 million people are in need of immediate humanitarian 
assistance due to the ongoing conflict. 
 
There are more than 2 million Syrian refugees being hosted across five 
countries — Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt — each with its own 
set of domestic priorities and concerns in which events in Syria and the influx 
of refugees are increasingly playing a central role. 
Many who have crossed the Syrian border are experiencing a different type 
of crisis: life in a refugee camp where the needs to provide water, sanitation, 
food, shelter, health care and security greatly stretches the organizations 
providing these services. 

 
The Zaatari refugee camp in Jordan has become the second largest refugee camp in the world (behind the Dadaab 
camp in Kenya) and has become Jordan’s fourth largest city. Over 60% of the camp’s population is children, and 
many of the households are headed by women.  Recent numbers estimate that almost half of the number of 
refugees — a staggering one million — are children.  Read a partial report from the August/September OCHA 
Humanitarian Bulletin focused on Syria. 
 

Response 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) continues, through the National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon and the ACT Alliance, to provide food, hygiene kits, bedding, support to health workers, provision of 
psychosocial counselors, and support for students to continue their education. 
 
The Reverend Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, joined with more than 20 ecumenical 
colleagues, in calling on the United States government to keep its attention on the Syrian Civil War and act 
accordingly to bring stability and peace to the region; and on August 30, 2013, issued a statement in the wake of the 

escalating violence in Syria.  PC(USA) has also issued a Call to Action in which The Rev. Parsons urges people to 
personally engage Congress about Syria and to pray. 
 

How you can help 
Stand in the GAP for disaster survivors as you Give, Act, and Pray. 
 
Give.  Please generously share your financial blessings by designating gifts to DR000081 – Middle East. Write “Syria” 
on the reference line if mailing a check. 

Act.  

 The PC(USA) Office of Public Witness has issued an Action Alert on Syria to oppose military action. Visit their 
blog to learn how you can advocate for this action. 

 More than 26,100 Gift of the Heart school kits have been sent to provide some of the basic supplies needed 
for children in refugee camps. Learn how to make the kits. 

 
Pray.  At this difficult and uncertain time, PDA asks that you keep the people of Syria in your thoughts and prayers.  
Please pray: 

 For all those whose lives have been and continue to be affected, 

 For those who have lost friends and family during this crisis, 

 For those who are displaced, 

 For those working to deliver humanitarian assistance, 

 For an end to violence and the beginning of negotiations for a solution that meets the democratic aspiration 
of the Syrian people, 

 That access will be open for humanitarian assistance to get through to those in need. 

A refugee child in Zaatari, now the second 

largest refugee camp in the world.  
Photo by Paul Jeffrey, ACT 

 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/map_syrian_refugees.pdf
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/ocha_bulletin_as13.pdf
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/ocha_bulletin_as13.pdf
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/syria-ecumenical-letter-july-2013.pdf
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2013/8/30/stated-clerk-issues-statement-wake-escalating-viol/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2013/8/30/stated-clerk-issues-statement-wake-escalating-viol/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2013/9/5/call-action/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2013/9/5/call-action/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/give/DR000081/
http://officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com/2013/08/oppose-military-action-in-syria.html
http://officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com/2013/08/oppose-military-action-in-syria.html
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/making-gift-heart-kits/


Syria crisis deepens — especially for children 

 

“Each time you blink another person is forced to flee," said the UN’s top 
representative responsible for refugees, Antonio Guterres, as he announced 
rocketing new figures for displaced people around the world. 

 
There are now more families living in forced exile from their homes than at 
any time since 1994, when the Balkan wars and the Rwanda massacres were 
making millions flee. The total is calculated to stand at over 45 million 
individuals worldwide. 

 

 
The upward spike in today’s numbers in large part has been driven by the Syrian crisis, now more than two years 
old.  Approximately 1.6 million people have been displaced outside the border of Syria since the fighting began, with 
an additional 4.25 million displaced internally. 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is helping to provide basic humanitarian assistance of food, water and shelter, 
especially to Syrian refugees in the Za’atari refugee camp in northern Jordan. Children and youth under 18 make up 
more than 55 percent of the population of the camp. 

 

In addition to helping to meet basic needs, Assistance includes providing community-based psychosocial support 
services, including a safe environment for children to play and to attend school. 

 

One of the things especially needed are Gift of the Heart school kits. Gift of the Heart School kits will provide some of 
the basic supplies needed by the children for school.  Information on making the kits can be found on the PDA 
website. 

Photo by Paul Jeffrey, ACT 

 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/making-gift-heart-kits/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/making-gift-heart-kits/


Situation Report Update – Syria 
January 2013 
 
The ongoing conflict in Syria between the government and opposition forces continues to displace families. Estimates 
of the number of people displaced internally within Syria vary, from two million (United Nations) to 3.2 million (Syrian 
prime minister). Some governorate-level officials suggest the figures may be even higher. 
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates the number of Syrian refugees in 
neighboring countries of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey at more than 500,000. 
 

Response 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) continues to support our mission partner the National Evangelical 
(Presbyterian) Synod of Syria and Lebanon and our ecumenical partners in the ACT Alliance as they respond to the 
growing number of displaced people from the crisis in Syria. PDA support has enabled emergency food packages, 
hygiene kits, bedding, and portable stoves, health and psychosocial care.  Most recently warm boots for children in 
the Za’atri refugee camp located in Jordan has been provided. 

 
View recent video from ACT Alliance.  PDA is a member of the ACT Alliance. 

 

How you can help 

GIVE 

Please generously share your financial blessings by designating gifts to DR000081 – Middle East. You can write 

Syria of the reference line to further let us know your specific intent. 

 

ACT 

The action taken at the 220th General Assembly (2012) calls for advocacy urging the U.S. government 

 “to support a mediated process of cessation of violence by all perpetrators, including the Assad regime and 
armed opposition groups, 

 to call for all outside parties to cease all forms of intervention in Syria, 

 to support a strong and necessary role for the United Nations, possibly including observers and 
peacekeeping forces, and 

 to refrain from military intervention in Syria.” 

 

PRAY 

Almighty God, creator of the world and the nations, we bring before you all those caught up in the conflict in Syria. 
We pray for families who have been forced to flee their homes; keep them safe on their travels and arrival in foreign 
lands. We pray for those who are experiencing the pain of personal loss and for families who are mourning the loss 
of loved ones. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--u7hbTnUlc
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/give/DR000081/


Syrian refugees in Jordan seek to recover and return 
PDA is responding to the ongoing Syria crisis in cooperation with our mission partner the National Evangelical 
(Presbyterian) Synod of Syria and Lebanon and our ecumenical partners in the ACT Alliance. 
 
The assistance through our mission partner has been used primarily to assist the minority Protestant Christian 
community in the region. 
 
Our assistance through ACT Alliance is providing humanitarian aid to more than 200,000 displaced Syrians both 
inside and out of the country. One area of assistance is to families in the Za’atari refugee camp in northern Jordan. 
Children and youth under 18 make up more than 55 percent of the population of the camp; so in addition to basic 
humanitarian needs of food, water and shelter, also being provided are community-based psychosocial support 
services, including a safe environment for children to play and school. 
 
Photos featured are by Magnus Aronson, Lutheran World Federation/ACT Alliance.  PDA is a member of the ACT 
Alliance. 

 
Josef says he wants to be a photographer, but most of all he wants to return 
home. In Za’atari, children and youth under 18 make up more than 55% of the 
population. ACT members working in the camp are offering community-based, 
psychosocial support services, including a safe environment for children to play. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Nearly one-third of the children in Za’atari camp go to school. ACT members 
providing educational services and other NGOs say there are not enough 
classrooms and teachers to accommodate demand. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In many ways the Za’atari camp in northern Jordan resembles any other small 
town in the region. The roadsides are busy with refugees buying and selling 
fruits, clothes and freshly made bread. ACT member The Lutheran World 
Federation is supporting Syrian refugees in Jordan with winter clothing, tent 
winterisation, prefabricated container houses and psychosocial assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Za’atari camp was erected in mid-July 2012 when the influx of refugees to 

Jordan turned into a flood. Since then Za’atari has grown rapidly and new 
arrivals are expected to continue apace. 
 
 
 

 
Since the conflict in Syria began 20 months ago, more than 250,000 refugees have sought 
shelter in Jordan. But only 10% have come to the Za’atari camp, while the vast majority of 
refugees live in host communities with local Jordanians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



'Boredom will kill us,' is a common refrain among the Syrian refugees in Jordan. The Lutheran 
World Federation, one of the ACT members working in the camp, is providing community-based 
psychosocial support to help the displaced, especially children, cope with the upheaval in their 
lives. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Women in the Za'atari camp carry mattresses and food rations provided by ACT 
member The Lutheran World Federation. ACT members have raised more than 
$USD 7.5 million and assisted over 200,000 displaced Syrians to date. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In the Za’atari's camp, desert dust whirls with each step, and trucks carrying 
drinking water pass frequently on the road that runs through the heart of the 
camp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marwa is six years old and came to Za’atari with her parents and siblings almost 
three months ago. Here she holds her eight-month-old brother. Children and 
youth under 18 in Za’atari make up more than 55% of the population. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Za'atari camp is continually growing. So far in November alone, more than 
230,000 refugees have arrived in Jordan, often in large waves, further stretching 
already limited services and supplies.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Construction is ongoing in the Za’atari refugee camp in northern Jordan, where 
new Syrian refugees uprooted by conflict between their government and 
opposition forces continue to arrive after fleeing fighting that has raged now into 
its twentieth month. 



Situation Report update 
AUGUST 2012 

PDA responds to the deepening humanitarian crisis in Syria. 

Increased fighting in the cities of Aleppo and Damascus has 
led to the additional displacement of Syrian families. 
 

The humanitarian crisis in Syria has deepened within the last few 
weeks.  Syria’s most populous cities, Aleppo and Damascus, have 
seen increased fighting and tens of thousands of additional people 
have become displaced.  The Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) 
estimates that approximately 1.5 million people have been displaced 
since the beginning of the Syria crisis in March 2011 — a period 
when political uprisings and social upheavals commonly known as 
the “Arab Spring” affected several countries in the region. 
 

Earlier this year and at the recent 220thGeneral Assembly, PC (USA) issued a call to prayer for the people of Syria.  
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance provided One Great Hour of Sharing funds to the National Evangelical (Presbyterian) 
Synod of Syria and Lebanon so that a Christian witness could be shown to some of the families suffering the most for 

the crisis.  This week, PDA received a letter requesting assistance for the increased needs. 
 

The Reverend Fadi Dagher, the general secretary of the National Evangelical (Presbyterian) Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon, urged the PC(USA) at the 220th General Assembly to advocate with our government to support a non-

violent solution to the civil war in Syriaand the Assembly responded to Commissioners’ Resolution [15-12] to stand 

with the Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, our partner church, and other churches who are facing 
unprecedented challenges now and are attempting to respond through new forms of witness.   
 

Response 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) will continue to support our mission partner the National Evangelical 
(Presbyterian) Synod of Syria and Lebanon. They have used funds previously provided to meet the immediate needs 
of families in Homs. Last spring, Homs was the area most severely impacted. 
 

In addition, PDA is working with our ecumenical ACT alliance partner, International Orthodox Christian Charities 
(IOCC) to help meet the needs of displaced families both within and outside of Syria.  
 

Most of the displaced families left their homes believing they would be able to return within a short period of time. 
However, as their period of displacement became extended, their resources quickly disappeared. IOCC is helping to 
meet the needs identified as most pressing.  These include access to sufficient food, hygiene items, clothing, 
household goods and access to appropriately equipped medical care. Nutrition information and psychosocial care 
have also been identified as needs. 
 

At this difficult and uncertain time, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance asks that you stand in the GAP for the people of 
Syria. 
 

 GIVE.  
Please generously share your financial blessings by designating gifts to DR000081 – Middle East. You can write 

Syria of the reference line to further let us know your specific intent. 
 

 ACT.  
 The action taken at the 220th General Assembly calls for advocacy urging the U.S. government 

 “to support a mediated process of cessation of violence by all perpetrators, including the Assad regime and 
armed opposition groups, 

 to call for all outside parties to cease all forms of intervention in Syria, 
 to support a strong and necessary role for the United Nations, possibly including observers and 

peacekeeping forces, and 
 to refrain from military intervention in Syria.” 
  

PRAY. 
Almighty God, creator of the world and the nations, we bring before you all those caught up in the conflict in Syria. 
We pray for families who have been forced to flee their homes; keep them safe on their travels and arrival in foreign 
lands. We pray for those who are experiencing the pain of personal loss and for families who are mourning the loss 
of loved ones.  
 

Guide the nation of Syria into the way of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the fruit of 
righteousness, that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  Read the August call 
to prayer for Syria. 

Syrian refugee sits with her daughters where they are 

staying temporarily with their relatives at a school in Wadi 
Khaled, Lebanon, a town just over the Syrian border. 

Photo by Jamal Saidi/Reuters. 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/7/17/future-uncertain-syrian-christians-church-leader-s/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/7/17/future-uncertain-syrian-christians-church-leader-s/
http://pc-biz.org/IOBView.aspx?m=ro&id=4379
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/give/DR000081/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/8/4/august-call-prayer-syria/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/8/4/august-call-prayer-syria/


Situation Report 
Stand in the Gap for Syria 

FEBRUARY 2012 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has been watching with concern 
the growing humanitarian situation in Syria as thousands of families flee 
the violence in the country.  

 

The crisis in Syria began in March 2011 — a period when political 
uprisings and social upheavals commonly known as the “Arab Spring” 
affected Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and other countries in the region — with small incidents followed by demonstrations 
and protests in the city of Dar’aah in the southwest, adjacent to the Jordanian border. . Peaceful demonstrators were 
calling for political freedom, an end to corruption, and the lifting of an emergency law. The Assad regime’s response 
included promises of reforms on the one hand, and brutal suppression of protests on the other hand. 

 

The atmosphere of protests and brutal government response provided an opportunity for several opposition groups 
to not only join in the protests, but to hijack what started as peaceful calls for reforms. These opposition groups 
(some heavily armed) include Islamists as well as secular groups and Army defectors. Different opposition groups are 
supported by different Middle Eastern countries (such as Saudi Arabia and Qatar) and other forces such as Al Qaeda. 
Two opposition groups – the Syrian National Council and the Syrian Free Army – have been given refuge in Turkey. 
The Assad regime is supported by many in Syria’s two largest cities, Damascus and Aleppo. 
 
Clashes between opposition groups and the regime in some cities in Syria continue to intensify to dangerous levels, 
particularly the city of Homs. A few small towns have come under the control of armed groups. Some analysts are 
warning of an all out civil war in Syria. 
 
Violence between the regime and armed opposition groups has reportedly resulted in the deaths of thousands of 
civilians and the displacement of approximately 12,000 people who have fled to neighboring countries. 
 
On February 23, the Secretary-Generals of the UN and the League of Arab States appointed former UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan as a Joint Special Envoy on the Syrian crisis. Mr. Annan’s task is to consult broadly and engage 
with all relevant interlocutors within and outside Syria in order to end the violence and the humanitarian crisis, and 

facilitate a peaceful Syrian-led and inclusive political solution that meets the democratic aspirations of the Syrian 
people. 

 

Response 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has provided One Great Hour of Sharing funds to the National Evangelical 

Synod of Syria and Lebanon as they provide humanitarian assistance to families that have been affected by the 
recent crisis.  
 
Funds will be used to: 

 alleviate the short term subsistence (food) need for families over a 4-6 month period, March-August 2012. 
 provide medical assistance and basic medicines for the elderly and those in need or chronically ill (women 

and children), in addition to milk for children. 
 assist families that have lost some of their members, who were killed and who were their main support. 

 assist elderly people, homes, orphanages and basic infrastructure. 
 
In addition, PDA will continue to work with our mission and ecumenical partners and will provide support as needs 
are identified. 

 

Photo used with permission from Baitulmaal. 

 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs/


How you can help 

Give.  Gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering help us to provide immediate and effective support to 

communities in need. Please consider giving to OGHS to support the needs of this response and others like it. 
Information on different ways to give can be found on the PDA website. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

 
Act.  

 Contact Ambassador Susan Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations; urge that there be a 
prioritization of humanitarian needs in the response in Syria and across the region. 

 
 Urge that the U.S. support the role of Special Envoy Kofi Annan whose task is to engage with all relevant 

interlocutors order to end the violence and the humanitarian crisis, and facilitate a peaceful and inclusive 
political solution that meets the democratic aspirations of the Syrian people. 

 
 Urge refrain from military intervention in Syria, which we understand, in this case, will be certain to result in 

more loss of lives and lead to adverse outcome to the Syrian people and the region 
 

 Use worship and prayer and resources to lift up the needs of the people of Syria. 
 

 Prepare Gift of the Heart hygiene and baby kits.  More than 16,200 kits are currently on their way to the 

region. 
 
Pray.  At this difficult and uncertain time, PDA asks that you keep the people of Syria in your thoughts and prayers.  
Please pray: 

 For all those whose lives have been and continue to be affected, 
 For those who have lost friends and family during this crisis, 
 For those who are displaced, 
 For those working to deliver humanitarian assistance, 
 For an end to violence and the beginning of negotiations for a solution that meets the democratic aspiration 

of the Syrian people, 
 That access will be open for humanitarian assistance to get through to those in need. 

 
 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/give/make-a-gift/OG999999
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/making-gift-heart-kits/

