
PC(USA) Action Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 

In order to mark the centennial of the Armenian Genocide in 2015, to remember the suffering of the Armenian people, 

and to give thanks for their continuing witness, the Presbytery of Los Ranchos (with concurrence of the Presbytery of 

Chicago and Presbytery of the Palisades) respectfully overtured the 221st General Assembly (2014) of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) to take the following measures to testify to this tragedy and to help ensure that no other peoples 

experience such suffering. The General Assembly approved this recommendation on June 20, 2014 in Detroit, MI. 

1. Urge congregations and individuals to 

a. recognize the Armenian Genocide, which claimed 1.5 million lives of Armenians from 1915 to 1923 and 

displaced more than one million more; 

b. express deep sympathy to the Armenian people and designate April 24th of every year hereafter as a day 

of remembrance of the 1.5 million Armenians who fell victim to the first genocide of the twentieth 

century; 

c. honor the provisions of American and international law and the role of American and international justice 

institutions in preventing the recurrence of similar mass killings, atrocities, and population removals and 

bringing the perpetrators of any such crimes to justice; and  

Furthermore, believing that the international recognition of this genocide is a necessary condition for the 

prevention of similar crimes that may occur in the future, the General Assembly: 

2. Supports the designation of “genocide” for the deaths of 1.5 million Armenians and the expulsion of one million 

more from the Ottoman Empire during the period from 1915–1923, recognizing the systemic elimination of a 

population group as a crime against humanity in keeping with the 1947 Geneva Convention on Genocide. 

3. Directs the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to 

a. call upon President Obama and the Congress of the United States of America to recognize and condemn 

the deaths and expulsion of Armenians from the Ottoman Empire during the period from 1915–1923, as a 

genocide, and to communicate this resolution for that purpose; 

b. communicate this resolution to ecumenical partners and organizations nationally and internationally; 

c. ensure suitable time within the 222nd General Assembly (2016) to observe the anniversary of the 

Armenian Genocide and to honor those organizations, countries, and individuals who assisted Armenian 

refugees, including the work of the Jinishian Memorial Program. 

4. Directs the Presbyterian Mission Agency  

a. to encourage appropriate observance of the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, designating 

Sunday April 26, 2015, as the 100 year anniversary commemoration day in Presbyterian churches 

including the preparation of educational and liturgical resources, drawing on the witness of prior 

assemblies and other historical records, and participation in travel, conferences, and other memorials to be 

made available on the web at least two months prior to 4/26/2015; 

b. encourage the United States to endorse the highest human rights standards for all agencies and actions of 

the United States government, including protection of minority and/or subjugated populations from 

genocide and ethnic cleansing; 

c. work cooperatively with other churches and communions in both advocacy and encouraging appropriate 

artistic, musical, and other cultural forms of remembrance. 
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Rationale 

The year 2015 marks the 100th anniversary of the start of the Armenian Genocide. Between 1915 and 1923, some 1.5 

million Armenians perished and more than a million were deported from their homeland, Western Armenia, in present-

day Turkey. 

 
 
http://www.armenica.org/history/en/overview/ 
 

Many others died of starvation and epidemics during forced marches or in concentration camps. Through execution and 

deportation, plundering of property, sexual abuse, and torture, the Armenian presence was systematically expunged from 

Asia Minor.  The Armenian Genocide has been condemned by the international community as a crime against humanity. 

Concise accounts of these events can be found at the following Web sites: 

http://www.armenian-genocide.org/ 

http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/armenian-genocide 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obi9I96AT_A 

http://www.history.com/topics/armenian-genocide  

We give thanks to God for the continuing witness of Armenian Christians. Since 301 CE, this first Christian nation has 

borne witness to the sovereign justice of God and the saving love of Jesus Christ. Today their tenacious faith is evidenced 

by three million in the Armenian nation and six million in diaspora around the world. 

http://www.armenica.org/history/en/overview/
http://www.armenian-genocide.org/
http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/armenian-genocide
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obi9I96AT_A
http://www.history.com/topics/armenian-genocide
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Historical Witness of the General Assembly 

The General Assemblies of 1918–1923 included actions regarding the suffering of the Armenian people in the 

immediate wake of what were termed “atrocities” in the period before 1947 when the term, “genocide,” came into 

use. Many American Presbyterians, including President Wilson, viewed the Allied victory in World War I as an 

endorsement of self-determination for subject peoples of the defeated empires. The assemblies of the time 

supported the League of Nations and were also concerned for Syrian and Assyrian Christians under Ottoman rule, 

as evidenced in these excerpts: 

•      Minutes, General Assembly of the 130th General Assembly (1918) of the Presbyterian Church in the United 

States of America (PCUSA): 

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, through its chairman, Rev. Joseph A. Vance, D. D., 

presented a resolution on the state of the Armenians and Syrians which was adopted as follows: 

The Committee on Foreign Missions, having had referred to it a telegram from the National Armenian 

Relief Committee in New York City, on the subject of the increasing destitution among nearly 3,000,000 

of Armenians, Syrians, and other Christian races of Western Asia, recommends the adoption by the 

General Assembly of the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., hereby expresses its deep 

sympathy with the suffering Armenians, Syrians, Persians, and other races of Western Asia, and 

commends their cause to the continued generosity of our people as represented by the Armenian and 

Syrian Relief Committee, so long as these distressing war conditions may continue. (Minutes, PCUSA, 

1918, Part I, pp. 219–20) 

•      Minutes, General Assembly of the 131st General Assembly (1919), PCUSA: 

Resolved, That one Sunday during this year should be appointed by the Moderator and Stated Clerk, 

whereon a strong plea should be made by all Presbyterian pastors from their pulpits in behalf of those 

suffering Christians in Turkey and Persia; and collections should be taken and sent to the American Relief 

Committee for Armenians and Syrians in New York. (Minutes, 1919, Part I, p. 254) 

We commend to the Church at large the appeal for help for the people in these lands, and urge our people 

to make liberal response to the Syrian-Armenian Relief Fund, that the hungry may be fed, the naked 

clothed, and the homeless housed. (Ibid. p. 260, Item 7(h), paragraph 2) 

•      Minutes, General Assembly of the 132nd General Assembly (1920), PCUSA: 

6.    Papers were received bearing upon the situation in Armenia. This answer is recommended: 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church records its most emphatic protest against the massacres 

and all other acts of inhumanity to which the Armenians, the Hungarians, the people of Transylvania and 

other peoples of the war stricken areas have been subjected. We also express our hope that at a very early 

date all such harsh and cruel treatment shall be at an end. 

In line with this expression we present the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. (a) express sincere sympathy 

with the Republic of Armenia and its national aims; (b) that we protest vehemently against the repeated 

atrocities committed upon such a faithful people; and (c) that we endorse the Near East Relief for its great 

service to stricken Armenia. (Minutes, PCUSA, 1920, Part I, p. 179) 
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Historical Witnesses of the General Assembly (continued) 

Along with other sections and forceful language, the 132nd General Assembly (1920) of the PCUSA endorsed an 

action of the Federal Council of Churches which cited “cable dispatches from Lord Bryce and other British 

leaders interested in the Christian peoples of the Near East declare that ‘Unless America joins to help bear the 

burdens, we see no hope of delivering the subject races of Turkey. … America alone is in a position to do, with 

comparative ease, what ought to be done in that country for its pacification, for the protection of people there, and 

for the setting up of a safe and righteous government… She [the U.S.] should not shrink from declaring her 

willingness to take such an advisory or mandatory responsibility if the allied nations and the peoples of the East” 

determine this would be constructive” (Minutes, PCUSA, 1920, Part I, pp. 205–6). 

Third section: “That we urge America to take this more intimate part in Eastern affairs so that the peaceful work 

of missions may continue to render its helping hand and that those now in exile from Armenia and Persia may 

return to their homes and the pursuit of their ordinary vocations unmolested” (Ibid. p. 206) 

Fourth section: “That copies of these resolutions signed by the Moderator be sent to the President and to our 

representatives in Washington and that they be printed and put into the hands of all ministers… (Ibid, p. 206) 

 

Current Witnesses 

•      The Tenth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, meeting in Busan, South Korea, adopted a memorial 

resolution on the Armenian Genocide: 

“…the 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches, meeting in Busan, Republic of Korea, from 30 

October to 8 November 2013, requests the general secretary to: 

A.      Organize in 2015, around the commemorative 100th anniversary date 24 April 2015, an 

international conference in Geneva on the recognition of and reparation for the Armenian Genocide with 

the participation, among others, of WCC member churches, international organizations, jurists, historians 

and human rights defenders.; 

B.      Organize an ecumenical prayer service commemorating the victims of the Armenian Genocide at 

the Cathedral of Geneva in conjunction with the international conference; and 

C.      Invite member churches of the WCC to pray for the memory of the Armenian martyrs around the 

dates of the international conference and also for recognition of the Armenian Genocide.” 

(http://asbarez.com/115900/world-council-of-churches-to-observe-genocide-centennial/)  

•      In 2013, the Governing Board of the Conference of European Churches also recognized “the other 600,000 

Christians of Aramean, Chaldean, Assyrian, and Greek descent, including Catholics and Protestants, who were 

also massacred along with their Armenian brothers and sisters.” 

(http://press.ceceurope.org/fileadmin/filer/cec/CEC_Documents/Gov_Bd_November_2013_Docs/7._GB2013_Do

c__14_7_CEC_Public_Issues_Statement_Armenian_Genocide_FINAL.pdf.)  

http://asbarez.com/115900/world-council-of-churches-to-observe-genocide-centennial/
http://press.ceceurope.org/fileadmin/filer/cec/CEC_Documents/Gov_Bd_November_2013_Docs/7._GB2013_Doc__14_7_CEC_Public_Issues_Statement_Armenian_Genocide_FINAL.pdf
http://press.ceceurope.org/fileadmin/filer/cec/CEC_Documents/Gov_Bd_November_2013_Docs/7._GB2013_Doc__14_7_CEC_Public_Issues_Statement_Armenian_Genocide_FINAL.pdf

