
 

 

Presbyterian gifts are at work supporting ministries of 
compassion, peace and justice around the world.  Through One 
Great Hour of Sharing and gifts to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program (PHP), we and our partners are working to alleviate 
hunger and eliminate its causes.  In reaching toward this goal, 
one of the ways Presbyterian gifts are at work is through grants 
that support partners working in their home countries to bring 
about transformation. 

In 2015, a grant from PHP is supporting a project in Cambodia 
in partnership with the ECHO Asia Impact Center.  The ‘Seeds of 
Hope’ grant was made possible thanks to gifts to the Hunger 
Program, including a generous donation from Peaks Presbytery. 

Project Goal: to reduce poverty and food insecurity among 
indigenous minority communities in Ratanakiri and Mondulkiri 
Provinces, by enabling them to strengthen their local seed 
system through seed saving and sharing; and to help identify, 
conserve, and create market linkages for underutilized 
vegetable species in these areas. 

The Need  
With land grab, illegal logging, crop plagues and failure, and 
political turmoil, areas of Cambodia are failing to thrive in 
agrobiodiversity. Improving the sustainability of the local 
agriculture system will help improve household nutrition, 
livelihoods, and economic resilience for vulnerable 
communities. 

Smallholder farmers participating in the project are learning to 
to identify, sustain, and improve the valuable natural and 
agricultural resource they have as they develop high quality 
seeds with greater yields and higher market values, and as they 
develop linkages to developing markets.   

ECHO worked with Ntuk Ntee Small Farm Resource Center and 
International Cooperation Cambodia (ICC), a locally-based 
Christian development organization focusing on areas such as 
food security, agriculture, income generation, etc. Both were 
invaluable, with staff graciously serving for two months as a 
gift-in-kind toward the project. 

Progress 

 ICC Staff members received training and helped plan, 
translate, and implement tools used when interviewing 
village households and surveying gardens. 

 
 

 ECHO and ICC staff members visited 12 communities to 
engage communities in seed system identification, 
documentation, and improvement of valuable species; they 
offered consultation about ways to strengthen garden/seed 
saving practices in 49 households. Most beneficiaries are 
from the ethnic minority groups of Bunong, Brao, Krung, 
Tomboun and Jarai. 

 Communities were asked to donate a portion of their seeds 
to help form the new cross-province seed bank. 

 Members of ECHO, ICC, Ntuk Ntee, and the Bunong Church 
worked together.  Suitable technologies for seed saving 
were sought, and exploration of various drying and storage 
techniques is underway in communities. 

 Creation of a seed cold room was begun and by mid-year 
was 85% complete.  This earthbag house – built for 
demonstration on the campus of Ntuk Ntee – will provide 
seed storage that will lengthen the viability of seeds for 
replanting.  

 With demand for local production of fruit trees, local 
knowledge of growing cashew saplings as a cash crop, and 
help available from Ntuk Ntee (which works with fruit 
orchards), an area for potential growth was identifed in 
Ratanakiri.  

 In another village, there was identification of a need for 
better market linkages for intercropped banana fields that 
were already producing well. 

Moving Forward 

 An ICC staff member in Ratanakiri noted the disappearance 
of rattan in community forests and requested saplings and 
training on its propogation. ECHO Asia hopes to help create 
an enterprise for rattan, especially among women farmers. 

 Training in sustainable seed saving is planned this fall for 
local farmers, Cambodian NGOs, and church leaders. 

 In addition to the households directly benefitting from the 
project, members of the Bunong Church who regularly meet 
on the property of Ntuk Ntee will increasingly see some of 
the seed saving demonstrations; 4,000 Bunong villagers 
who have interaction with Ntuk Ntee and its affiliates could 
also benefit from improved techniques. 

Together let us offer a prayer of thanks for the families willing 
to participate in this project, and for the partnership among 
Ntuk Ntee, ICC, ECHO Asia, and PHP which is helping to improve 
livelihoods and nutrition in Cambodia. 

 

Your Gifts at Work in Cambodia 

ECHO Asia 

Help alleviate hunger and learn more about the Presbyterian Hunger Program at pcusa.org/hunger. 


