
 
 
 

Presbyterian gifts are at work around the world, 
supporting ministries of compassion, peace and 
justice internationally and in the United States.  
Through One Great Hour of Sharing and gifts to the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), we and our 
partners are working to alleviate hunger and 
eliminate its causes.  In reaching toward this goal, 
one of the ways Presbyterian gifts are at work is 
through grants that support partners working in their 
home countries to bring about transformation. 

In 2015, a grant from PHP is supporting a project 
through the Nanakor-Joku Women Co-operative Rice 
Farmers Society (NJWCRFS) in Ghana.  This grant was 
made possible thanks to gifts to the Hunger Program, 
including generous donations from Presbytery of the 
James ($4,000) and Washington Presbytery ($1,000.) 

Project Goal: to introduce new technologies & skills 
training for improved productivity and profitability. 

Activity through June 2015 

 28 women attended training on best rice farming 
practices including rain water harvesting through 
bund/terrace construction, irrigation techniques, 
organic rice farming techniques, fertilizer 
application, agro-forestry, and record keeping. 

 Two additional women joined the group for the 
next training on business management skills and 
planning.  Women worked in groups and built 
their business/action plans for the next 10 
months. Participants came from five rural 
communities in the Volta Region of Ghana: New 
Ayoma, Joku, Nanakor, Kute, Lankanti. 

 A two acre piece of land has been acquired free 
of charge from the Chief of Nanakor community, 
to be used for a demonstration farm.  Bunds and 
terraces will be created for the harvesting of rain 
water.  These are low-cost methods of soil 
conservation suitable for sloping land; they 
promote water retention, help prevent erosion, 
and increase crop production. 

 NJWCRFS project team members continue to 
carry out follow-up visits to the women’s farms 
to offer practical support with the new ideas and 
techniques they have learned.  Beneficiaries and 
members of the project team and volunteers also 

meet weekly for review, learning, and sharing of 
experiences. 

 A survey on the individual poverty levels of the 
30 beneficiaries was carried out in February.  At 
the end of the project, results will be compared 
to determine the first-year impact of this project. 

Looking Forward 

After the first year of the project, the women rice 
farmers foresee the ability to support others with 
improved rice seeds and other income generating 
activities like trading/selling in the markets.   All the 
participants are willing to train and share with others 
the new rice cultivating techniques and other skills 
they have acquired. 

The society also reports that in addition to 
establishing good relationships with traditional 
leaders and other stake holders, NJWCRFS 
membership has increased tremendously, adding 23 
members since February.  Many others from the 
project communities are requesting membership. 

 

In working with participants in the project, NWCRFS 
also discovered a need for English literacy classes, 
which will increase the ability of the women with 
their transactions, businesses and productivity.  
There is a plan to contact the district education office 
to seek assistance in this regard. 

There has also been a decision to translate the 
training manuals and other reading materials into 
Ewe, the common language for the people of the 
Volta Region. 

 

 
 

NJWCRFS 

Help alleviate hunger and learn more about the Presbyterian Hunger Program at pcusa.org/hunger. 

Your Gifts at Work in Ghana 

Improved rice farming techniques allow  
farmers to cultivate rice twice in a year. 

 


