
 

 

Presbyterian gifts are at work supporting ministries of 
compassion, peace and justice around the world.  Through 
One Great Hour of Sharing and gifts to the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program (PHP), we and our partners are working to 
alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes.  In reaching 
toward this goal, one of the ways Presbyterian gifts are at 
work is through grants that support partners working in 
their home countries to bring about transformation. 

In 2015, a grant from PHP supported a water and 
sanitation project in partnership with One Africa Research 
Development and Extension Programme in Ghana.  This 
grant was made possible thanks to gifts to One Great Hour 
of Sharing and a generous gift of $5,000 to the Hunger 
Program from Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church. 

Project Goal: to provide access to potable water facilities 
in the rural communities of Likpe Bala, Lolobi-Ashambi and 
Blave, and training to volunteers in water management.  
The project includes plans for three hand-dug wells fitted 
with hydraulic pumps, distribution pipe outlets, and 
storage tanks. 

The Need 
Lack of safe water and sanitation is the world’s single 
largest problem and cause of illness, which is the case in 
Ghana. In the Hohoe Municipality, about 65 percent of 
households have no toilet and one out of every five people 
don’t have access to safe water. The toll on children is very 
high—about 435 children die in the project area every year 
from water related diseases due to unsafe water and lack 
of basic sanitation facilities. 

Women and children in the project area have to walk long 
distances in a harsh climate to fetch water for their 
households, which limits the time they have for other 
activities like income generation and education. 

Progress 

 Based on needs, three beneficiary communities were 
selected. 

 Project volunteers, chiefs and elders met with 
technical staff  from the Ghana Water Company and 
the hydrological department to determine the type of 
water systems required; communities advised what 
technologies would be appropriate for them.

 A project task force was formed of 36 members having 
various skills related to water and sanitation issues.   

 Training workshops in water management and 
sanitation were held. 

 A project management and capacity building 
workshop was held for community volunteers:  
artisans, plumbers, electricians, steel benders, 
welders, carpenters and others who will be directly 
involved. 

 Materials and inputs were procured: water tanks, 
pumps; plumbing, electrical and construction 
materials. 

 Digging of three wells and fitting of water pumps has 
been completed. 

 Setup of water distribution points fitted with taps is 
on course. 

 Project maintenance crews were constituted and 
received training.  In collaboration with the Ghana 
Water Corporation and Office of Municipal Water & 
Sanitation, maintenance and accessibility checklists 
have been prepared.   

 As of year-end 2015, communities were looking 
forward to finishing the electrical connections for the 
wells and testing the water systems. 

 

Extended Impact 
Close relationships have been built among communities, 
their leaders, chiefs, and political and governmental 
bodies.  Other impacts are a reduction of gender disparity 
in the area of water and sanitation, and enhanced self-
sufficiency as the communities have assessed their own 
needs and designed solutions that match those needs. 

While three communities completed these wells,  
others have observed, learned, and are now making their 
own water and sanitation plans.  The total population 
benefiting from the project is 6,350 persons. 

 

Your Gifts at Work in Ghana 

Help alleviate hunger and learn more about the Presbyterian Hunger Program at pcusa.org/hunger. 
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“…The streams of God are filled with water to provide 

the people with grain, for so you have ordained it.”    

—Psalm 65:9 


