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PRAYERS FOR THE NATIONAL LIFE 
from the Book of Common Worship, pp. 816-818 

 

59  
Woodrow Wilson’s prayer For Our Nation can be found on p. 816 of the Book of Common 
Worship, but could not be reprinted electronically due to copyright issues.   
 
60 
For Our Country 
Almighty God, 
you have given us this good land as our heritage. 
Make us always remember your generosity 
and constantly do your will. 
Bless our land with honest industry, 
sound learning, 
and an honorable way of life. 
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, 
and from every evil way. 
Make us who come from many nations 
with many different languages 
a united people. 
Defend our liberties 
and give those whom we have entrusted with the authority of government 
the spirit of wisdom, 
that there might be justice and peace in our land. 
When times are prosperous, let our hearts be thankful; 
and, in troubled times, do not let our trust in you fail. 
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. [728] 
 
61 
For Government Leaders 
O Lord, our governor, 
your glory shines throughout the world. 
We commend our nation to your merciful care, 

that we may live securely in peace 
and may be guided by your providence. 
Give all in authority the wisdom and strength 
to know your will and to do it. 
Help them remember that they are called to serve the people 
as lovers of truth and justice; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. [729] 
 
62 
For the Courts of Justice 
Almighty God, 
you sit in judgment to declare what is just and right. 
Bless the courts and the magistrates in our land. 
Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
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that they may perceive the truth 
and administer the law impartially 
as instruments of your divine will. 
We pray in the name of him who will come to be our judge, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. [730] 
 
63 
For State and Local Governments 
Almighty God, 
bless those who hold office in the government of this state/city/town, 
that they may do their work 
in a spirit of wisdom, kindness, and justice. 
Help them use their authority to serve faithfully 
and to promote the general welfare; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. [731] 
 
64 
At the Time of an Election 
Under your law we live, great God, 
and by your will we govern ourselves. 
Help us as good citizens 
to respect neighbors whose views differ from ours, 
so that without partisan anger, 
we may work out issues that divide us, 
and elect candidates to serve the common welfare; 
through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

65 
For Those in the Military 
Righteous God, you rule the nations. 
Guard brave men and women 
who risk themselves in battle for their country. 
Give them compassion for enemies 
who also fight for patriotic causes. 
Keep our sons and daughters from hate that hardens, 
or from scorekeeping with human lives. 
Though they must be at war, 
let them live for peace, 
as eager for agreement as for victory. 
Encourage them as they encourage one another, 
and never let hard duty separate them 
from loyalty to your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. [733] 
 
66 
During a National Crisis 
God of ages, 
in your sight nations rise and fall, 
and pass through times of peril. 
Now when our land is troubled, 
be near to judge and save. 
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May leaders be led by your wisdom; 
may they search your will and see it clearly. 
If we have turned from your way, 
help us to reverse our ways and repent. 
Give us your light and your truth to guide us; 
through Jesus Christ, 
who is Lord of this world, and our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

 


