
WORSHIP SERVICE ON JULY 4 
 

 

As Christians, our allegiance is to our Sovereign God first and foremost.  We are faithful to our country 

insofar as it coheres with the Reign of Christ.  This is a service that blends the tune of patriotic music 

with prayers that “thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  

 

Many people have questions about flags and other patriotic symbols in the sanctuary.  You can find 

guidance here.   

 
GATHERING 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude 
 

Call to Worship  

The earth is the Lord’s, 
And the fullness thereof. 
God alone is our sovereign 
To whom all bow in allegiance.  
Come, let us worship the Lord,  
Our God, the Ruler of all nations.   

 

Hymn:  476       O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!         Lyons 

1.  O worship the King, all glorious above! 
    O gratefully sing God's power and God's love; 
    Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
    Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 
2.  O tell of God's might, O sing of God's grace, 
    Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
    The chariots of heaven the deep thunderclouds form, 
    And bright is God's path on the wings of the storm. 
 
4.  Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
    It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
    It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
    And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 
5.  Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
    In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 
    Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
    Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

 

Call to Confession: Jer. 31:33-34 

This is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel, 
says the Lord: 
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I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 
I will forgive their evil deeds, 
and remember their sin no more. 
In penitence and faith, 
let us confess our sins to almighty God. 

 

Confession of Corporate Sin (in unison): 

Gracious God, 
our sins are too heavy to carry, 
too real to hide, 
and too deep to undo. 
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 
what our hearts can no longer bear, 
and what has become for us 
a consuming fire of judgment. 
 
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; 
open to us a future in which we can be changed; 
and grant us grace 
to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 
through Jesus Christ, the sovereign Lord.  Amen.   

 

Declaration of Forgiveness  

Hear the good news! 
Who is in a position to condemn? 
Only Christ, 
and Christ died for us, 
Christ rose for us, 
Christ reigns in power for us, 
Christ prays for us. 
 
Anyone who is in Christ 
is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; 
a new life has begun. 
Friends, believe this good news: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Amen! 

 

The Peace   

Let us greet one another as forgiven sinners with the peace of Christ.   
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 



THE WORD 

Time with Children 

Prayer for illumination  

Prepare our hearts, O God, 
to accept your Word. 
Silence in us any voice but your own, 
that, hearing, we may also obey your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
First Scripture Reading:  Matthew 22:16-21 

 
Psalm:  Psalm 85 

 
Second Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 58:1-12 

 
Sermon   
 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Hymn:  "God Bless Our Native Land"         America 

God bless our native land.   
Firm may it ever stand 
Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave,  
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
By Thy great might. 
 
For it our prayer shall rise 
To God above the skies; 
On God we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye 
To thee aloud we cry, 
God save the State! 

  Prayers of the People 

Almighty God, 
in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray, 
and to offer our petitions to you in his name. 
Guide us by your Holy Spirit, 
that our prayers for others may serve your will 
and show your steadfast love; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Let us pray for the world. 
Silent prayer. 
 
God our creator, 
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you made all things in your wisdom, 
and in your love you save us. 
We pray for the whole creation. 
Overthrow evil powers, right what is wrong, 
feed and satisfy all who hunger and thirst for justice, 
so that all your creation  
may joyfully sing your praises; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Let us pray for the church. 
Silent prayer. 
 
Gracious God, 
you have called us to be the church of Jesus Christ. 
Keep us one in faith and service, 
breaking bread together, 
and proclaiming the good news to the world, 
that all may believe you are love, 
turn to your ways, 
and live in the light of your truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Let us pray for peace. 
Silent prayer. 
 
Eternal God, 
you sent us a Savior, Christ Jesus, 
to break down the walls of hostility that divide us. 
Send peace on earth, 
and put down greed, pride, and anger, 
which turn us against one another-- 
nation against nation, race against race, 
brother against sister, generation against generation. 
Speed the day when wars will end 
and the whole world accepts your rule; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who govern us. 
Silent prayer. 
 
Mighty God, 
sovereign over the nations, 
direct those who make, administer, and judge our laws; 
the President of the United States, 
Congress, the Supreme Court, 
state and local legislators and public servants 
and all others in authority among us (especially N., N.).   
Guided by your wisdom, 
may they lead us in the way of righteousness.   
Eternal Ruler, hope of all the earth, 
give vision to those who serve the United Nations, 
and to those who govern all countries; 
that, with goodwill and justice, 
they may rule in accord with your Way 



and draw together a planet devoted to peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who give their lives  
to serve others. 
Silent prayer. 
 
Liberating God, 
you gave us freedom from sin 
through your own self-sacrifice. 
Thank you for those willing to die 
so that we might worship you freely 
and live in a society where law rules.    
Guard those who protect us 
with their lives  
that all people might know the freedom  
of your shalom 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Let us pray for enemies. 
Silent prayer. 
 
O God, 
whom we cannot love unless we love our neighbors, 
remove hate and prejudice from us and from all people, 
so that your children may be reconciled 
with those we fear, resent, or threaten; 
and live together in your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Let us pray for the sick. 
Silent prayer. 
 
Merciful God, 
you bear the pain of the world. 
Look with compassion on those who are sick 
(especially on N., N.); 
cheer them by your word, 
and bring healing as a sign of your grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who mourn.   
Silent prayer. 
 
God of comfort, 
stand with those who sorrow (especially N., N.); 
that they may be sure that neither death nor life, 
nor things present nor things to come, 
shall separate them from your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Let us pray for our loved ones.   
Silent prayer. 
 



God of compassion, 
bless us and those we love, 
our friends and families; 
that, drawing close to you, 
we may be drawn closer to each other; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
God of all generations, 
we praise you for all your servants 
who, having been faithful to you on earth, 
now live with you in heaven. 
Keep us in fellowship with them, 
until we meet with all your children 
in the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Mighty God, 
whose Word we trust, 
whose Spirit enables us to pray: 
Accept our requests 
and further those which will bring about your purpose for the earth; 
through Jesus Christ, who rules over all things, teaching us to pray, saying,     

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 
Offertory 
 
Doxology 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Almighty and merciful God, 
from whom comes all that is good, 
we praise you for your mercies, 
for your goodness that has created us, 
your grace that has sustained us, 
your discipline that has corrected us, 
your patience that has borne with us, 
and your love that has redeemed us. 
Help us to love you, 



and to be thankful for all your gifts 
by serving you and delighting to do your will, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
to whom be all honor and dominion and glory,  
now and forevermore.  Amen.   
 

 

SENDING 

Hymn: 448  “Lead On, O King Eternal”       Lancashire 

1.  Lead on, O King eternal, 
    The day of march has come; 
    Henceforth in fields of conquest 
    Thy tents shall be our home: 
    Through days of preparation 
    Thy grace has made us strong, 
    And now, O King eternal, 
    We lift our battle song. 
 
2.  Lead on, O King eternal, 
    Till sin's fierce war shall cease, 
    And holiness shall whisper 
    The sweet amen of peace; 
    For not with swords' loud clashing, 
    Nor roll of stirring drums; 
    With deeds of love and mercy 
    The heavenly kingdom comes. 
 
3.  Lead on, O King eternal: 
    We follow, not with fears; 
    For gladness breaks like morning 
    Where'er Thy face appears; 
    Thy cross is lifted o'er us; 
    We journey in its light: 
    The crown awaits the conquest; 
    Lead on, O God of might. 

 

Charge:  

Go out into the world in peace; 
have courage; 
hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; 
support the weak, and help the suffering; 
honor all people; 
love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Blessing:  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord be kind and gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 



and give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Postlude 

 
 


