
Children and Worship: A Bibliography of Resources 
 

These resources are in no particular order, having been compiled over time from different people.  Please don’t tell 
our former English teachers.  They really did do a good job! 

 
 
Worshiping God Together is a downloadable guide to the Service for the Lord’s Day for children 

and their parents. Written in a simple, accessible style, it seeks to teach what we do in 
worship and why. The guide includes relevant verses from the psalms, a Litany for the 
Presentation of Sacred Symbols (Bible, candle, plate, cup, etc.), and a Great 
Thanksgiving in child-friendly language.  Once you know the function of each part of 
worship and the overall movement of worship, you can get creative about how to 
implement it with your particular children.  They may then help adults understand what 
we’re doing in worship.    

 
Young Children & Worship  by Sonja Stewart and Jerome Berryman who have taken the needs 

of children into account and devised an exciting method for introducing three- to seven-
year-olds to the wonder of worship. 

 
Get Ready! Get Set! Worship!  A complete teaching program to prepare children and their 

families for worship with hands-on games, crafts, songs, and activities for children and 
parents by four Christian educators--Sue Lou, Jean Floyd Love, Mickey Meyers, and 
Sylvia Washer   

 
Teaching Children to Worship in the Sanctuary by Debbie Hough, is a practical companion to 

the book/DVD Children in the Sanctuary. This books helps congregations teach children 
about worship in the context of worship. 

 
Creative Ideas for Sacramental Worship with Children by Simon Rundell with CD Rom  How 

does the sacramental life of the Church touch the lives of the young? How can the 
traditions of the Church come alive for those who are more attuned to television and 
computer games? ááThis ideas filled book offers a range of practical resources for 
engaging children and young people in worship in ways that are profoundly missional 
and attractive.  

 
Children in Worship (a study for adults)  This one-session study for adults will help 

congregations work through the question of how we help children be a part of the 
worshiping community.  It includes practical and illuminating tips for integrating 
children into worship.   

 
A Children’s Guide to Worship.  A church mouse explains worship to children ages three – nine.  

Written by Ruth L. Boling and Lauren J. Muzzy.   
 
“Worshiping with Children,” the blog of Carolyn C. Brown, who is a pioneer in children’s 

worship. Sign up to follow her blog where you’ll find resources tailored for the church 
year and Revised Common Lectionary.    

 
Children in the Worshiping Community  by David Ng and Virginia Thomas.   What happens 

when children are included in worship. 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/worshiping-god-togeter/
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/0664250408/young-children-and-worship.aspx
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/0664500064/get-ready-get-set-worship.aspx
http://store.pcusa.org/7025003928
http://store.pcusa.org/7025002925
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/9781848250925/creative-ideas-for-sacramental-worship-with-children-with-cd-rom.aspx
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/TC0330/children-in-worship.aspx
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/0664500153/a-childrens-guide-to-worship.aspx
http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/0804216886/children-in-the-worshiping-community.aspx


For books on the theory and the practical side:   

 
Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood by Joyce Ann Mercer is a wonderful 

tool for helping churches embrace an ethos of inclusion and sacredness in worship 
through full participation. She strongly addresses the need to avoid consumerism at, 
church that promotes worship as entertainment and children as commodities. 

 
Real Faith, Real Kids: Practices for Nurturing Children’s Spiritual Lives by Karen Marie Yust 

and Eugene C. Roehlkepartain, a book some churches give to parents and caregivers in 
support of their role on the frontlines of children’s faith formation 

 


