
Critical Global Initiative:  
Poverty Alleviation
Quality Education for 100,001 Children 

 The elimination of poverty is the greatest challenge facing 
the world today and a pre-requisite for sustainable global 
development. Following Christ’s command to serve the least 
of these, World Mission of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has 
chosen to address the underlying causes of poverty as 
one of three critical global issues for the church. Recogniz-
ing the scope of the challenge, the focus will be on causes 
that particularly impact women and children. The initial 
poverty alleviation campaign of the World Mission com-
munity of mission practice will emphasize access to quality 
education. 

Specifically, the goal of the World Mission Poverty Cam-
paign will be “Quality education for 100,001 children by 
the year 2020.”  

Education promotes human development, and basic literacy 
is a gateway skill that empowers the poor to emerge from 

poverty. Extensive research has shown that a quality educa-
tion (regardless of gender, wealth, location, ethnicity, or lan-
guage) is the best pathway out of poverty. Nearly 59 million 
school-age children are not enrolled in school for a variety 
of reasons. For a majority of the world’s children, academic 
learning is neither occurring at the expected pace, nor 
supplying the essential life-skills to succeed. We want to be a 
part of the solution for these children through our commitment 
and involvement, offering them a future and hope. 

We will join together with partners throughout the U.S. and 
globally:  to support early childhood learning and de-
velopment opportunities; to strengthen access to quality 
basic primary and secondary education;  to build the 
communities capacity to support schools; to improve the 
training and resourcing of teachers at all levels; to make 
school environments more “girl-friendly”; and to promote 
functional literacy programs.

We would love to talk to you more about this focus. Contact Frank Dimmock, Poverty Catalyst, 
PC(USA), at 502-569-5039 or frank.dimmock@pcusa.org. He is available to speak to Presbyteries, 
congregations and groups of Presbyterians who are interested in learning more about how they can 
work towards this goal

“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the 
darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.” Isaiah 58:10

Frank Dimmock serves as the Poverty Alleviation Catalyst for Presbyterian World Mission. Frank and 
Nancy Dimmock have been under appointment as PC(USA) missionaries since June 1 1985. Prior to 
accepting the position of Poverty Alleviation Catalyist, Frank served in Lesotho as the Presbyterian 
Church (USA)’s Africa health liaison. Frank earned a B.S. in botany and zoology at North Carolina 
State University and an M.P.H. in epidemiology and tropical medicine from Tulane University School 
of Public Health in New Orleans. He had previously served as a volunteer in mission and later as a 
mission specialist in public health in Zaire before being appointed as a full-term mission co-worker. 
Frank and Nancy are members of Montreat Presbyterian Church in Montreat, North Carolina. They 
are the parents of eight children, Nathan, Moses, Jessica, Katie, Andrew, Alifa, Isaac and Jackson.

Find out more about Presbyterian World Mission: www.presbyterianmission.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PCUSAWorldMission
Twitter: @PCUSAMission



1. Host education programs in your church. A  pre-school program will impact children during the most important de-
velopmental phase of their lives. An after-school program for elementary school will provide children who need care, 
tutoring help, and a time for safe play. A wonderful model of this program is the STAIR Program (Start the Adventure in 
Reading) begun in New Orleans by the Presbyterian Action Council.  stairnola.org/ 

2. Engage with advocacy efforts of PC(USA) World Mission Networks and PC(USA) offices who are encouraging gov-
ernments to transparently disclose revenues from natural resources.  Secondly, urge governments to commit to dedi-
cating a significant share of those revenues to finance primary education. See EFA Policy Paper #8:  unesdoc.unesco.
org/images/0022/002204/220443E.pdf 

3. Partner with PC(USA) mssion co-worker working in education.:

• Leisa Wagstaff  serves under the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan  with  some of the most vulnerable communi-
ties in Jonglei and Upper Nile. pcusa.org/missionconnections/wagstaff-leisa/ 

• Gwenda Fletcher works  with the Presbyterian Church in the Democratic Republic of the Congo facilitating teacher 
training, administration, and community involvement. pcusa.org/missionconnections/fletcher-john-and-gwenda/

• PC(USA) is recruiting and raising funds to send  a new mission co-worker  to serve with the Presbyterian Church of 
Kinshasa (CPK) to work in Christian Education. If you would like to contribute, you can do so by visiting PCUSA.org/
give and noting your donation is for fund number E200508, titled Christian Education Consultant CPK.

4. Participate in a PC(USA) World Mission Network that is working with global partners to educate out of poverty. Exam-
ples include: the Congo Mission Network (Congo Education Excellence Program)  congopartners.org/ or the Ethiopia 
Mission Network (Ethiopia Rural Education Program) and the Early Childhood Education work ethiopianetwork.org/ or 
the Zambia (ZZM) Mission Network that is supporting the Presbyterian Church of Central Africa Presbyterian  to build 
and operate congregation-based, community schools for vulnerable children. See ccapzambia.org 

5. Work in partnership with the Malawi Synods of the Presbyterian Church of Central Africa to provide scholarships for 
secondary school students. Synod Education committees select the children and liaise with the schools to pay tuition 
and monitor performance of the students. To contribute, visit: pcusa.org/give/E310702/ 

6. Support St. Vincent School for the Handicapped in Haiti: pcusa.org/give/E862627/

7. Support literacy of indigenous women in Guatemala: pcusa.org/give/E051651/

8. Support Scholarships for displaced children in Colombia: pcusa.org/give/E862562/

9. Support the Society for Community Development in Pakistan, providing literacy and vocational education for disad-
vantaged Christian children living within a Muslim culture where the literacy rate is 26 percent, and less than half of 
primary-aged children are in school.  pcusa.org/give/E862326/

10. Support scholarships for needy girls to attend The Avalon Girls’ School in India.   pcusa.org/give/E862390/

10 ways to impact education quality



Critical Global Initiative: Evangelism
Train Pastors for Community Transformation

God calls us to share our stories of faith. As part of World 
Mission’s call to address international evangelism around 
the world, we invite individuals and congregations to 
consider engaging more deeply in the work of international 
evangelism: sharing the good news of God’s love in Jesus 
Christ.

Faithful discipleship in a globalized world requires us to 
strengthen the capacity of the PC(USA) and its global 

partners to witness to God’s love in Jesus. In engaging 
international evangelism, PC(USA) World Mission will help 
train pastors around the globe in practical, every day 
skills that will help them to address critical needs in their 
communities and help provide a living for them and their 
families, should they find they are not able to live on a 
church salary. The non-pastoring skills include healthcare, 
literacy and agriculture, which will also bring people to 
them to seek information.  

We would love to talk to you more about this focus. Contact Haemin Lee, International Evangelism 
Catalyst, PC(USA), at 502-569-5262 or haemin.lee@pcusa.org. He is available to speak to 
Presbyteries, congregations and groups of Presbyterians who are interested in learning more about 
how they can work towards this goal. 

Find out more about Presbyterian World Mission: www.presbyterianmission.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PCUSAWorldMission
Twitter: @PCUSAMission

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15-16

Haemin Lee, International Evangelism Catalyst, grew up in Seoul, South Korea and graduated from 
Yonsei University in 2002. He has an MDiv from Harvard and a Ph.D. from Emory University focused on 
Mission and Evangelism. Haemin has traveled to more than 70 countries working for the NGO Korea 
Food for the Hungry International. He has taught as a visiting professor at Kumi University in Uganda 
and has served as teaching staff of the Youth Theological Initiative at Emory University. In addition 
to his work teaching and working for an NGO, Haemin is an ordained pastor in the PC(USA) and has 
served Asian, African and Hispanic congregations as a Presbyterian minister. Haemin brings a huge 
heart and a great deal of passion and energy for international evangelism and the impact that it can 
have abroad and within our own context in the United States.



10 ways to help train pastors 
for community transformation

1. Join PC(USA) movement to Train Pastors for Community Transformation. Visit this page for more information: pcusa.org/
ministries/calltomission/.

2. Support the Holistic Evangelism of Chasefu Theological College in Zambia.  Watch the 20-minute long video: http://
vimeo.com/60156642 Learn about its potentially life-transforming work through both theological education and skills 
training, and find ways to support this ministry.

3. Support John McCall’s work with urban aboriginal people through the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan. McCall travels 
throughout Taiwan teaching theological courses to pastoral leaders of the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan, serving 
the growing population of urban aboriginal people who have left their villages for jobs in the cities. pcusa.org/mis-
sionconnections/mccall-john/

4. Partner with our mission co-workers Bob and Kristi Rice’s work with the Presbyterian Community of Congo.  They serve 
with the Presbyterian Community of Congo by witnessing to the good news of Jesus Christ through a holistic ministry 
alongside more than 700 parishes in the Kasai region.    pcusa.org/missionconnections/rice-bob-and-kristi/

5. Pray for and support the ministry of Mark Wright training pastors for community transformation with the Presbyterian 
Church of Honduras. pcusa.org/missionconnections/wright-mark-and-ashley/ 

6. Partner with PCUSA Mission Coworkers involved in Community Health Evangelism (CHE). Jacob and Aliamma George  
serve at Giffen Institute of Theology of the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan and are implementing CHE in and 
around Malakal.  pcusa.org/missionconnections/george-jacob-and-aliamma/ John and Gwen Haspels work with 
Evangelical Ethiopian Church Mekane Yesus colleagues implementing CHE in Tulegit, Ethiopia.  pcusa.org/missioncon-
nections/haspels-john-and-gwenyth/ 

7. Join a Mission Network in the U.S. that works on addressing Training Pastors for Community Transformation. Examples 
include Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Ethiopia, Congo, Madagascar, Guatemala, Brazil.

8. Help us revive our New Immigrants Theological Program. The purpose of the program is to provide theological prepa-
ration for new immigrant leaders in the PC(USA). For more information, contact Rev. Ángel Suárez at angel.suarez@
pcusa.org  or 1-800-728-7228, ext. 5135.

9. Initiate a Bible study that specifically discusses Training Pastors for Community Transformation in your congregation.

10. Support and pray for Bethlehem Bible College in Palestine. It provides skills training in addition to theological train-
ing to pastors enabling  them to support themselves in economically challenging contexts.  bethbc.com/.  Bethlehem 
Bible College was founded in 1979 by local Arabs, to offer theological education and train Christian leaders for 
service in the local church and the local community.  



Critical Global Initiative: Reconciliation
End Gender-Based Violence

As part of World Mission’s call to address violence around 
the world, we invite individuals and congregations to con-
sider engaging more deeply in God’s work of reconciliation 
in cultures of violence, including our own.  Reconciliation 
is the heart of the Gospel message.  We follow Jesus, the 
great reconciler, when we build ministries of reconciliation in 
our broken world.

Reconciliation is an active process of restoring broken 
relationship, healing relationship, and ultimately joining God 

in co-creating a just and peace-full world. Reconciliation is 
the intention of heart and hands; mind and spirit. It can be 
personal, political or social. 

Presbyterian World Mission is working with our own Mission 
Co-Workers, congregations, our staff and mission partners 
to Stop Gender-Based Violence, an area of focus for us 
in the near future. We believe this to be one of the largest, 
most universal problems today, and that we can be effec-
tive in working against violence and towards reconciliation. 

We would love to talk to you more about this focus. Contact Shannon Beck, Reconciliation Catalyst, 
PC(USA), at (502) 569-5041or Shannon.Beck@pcusa.org. She is available to speak to Presbyteries, 
congregations and groups of Presbyterians who are interested in learning more about how they can 
work towards this goal. 

Find out more about Presbyterian World Mission: www.presbyterianmission.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PCUSAWorldMission
Twitter: @PCUSAMission

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.”  
2 Corinthians 5:18 

Shannon Parks-Beck, Reconciliation Catalyst, holds a BA in Christian Education from Seattle Pacific 
University and an MA in Theology from Fuller Seminary. She is an educator, performing songwriter, 
pot, blogger and peace seeker. Her last position was the Directory of Young People’s Ministries 
at First United Methodist Church of Seattle. She has worked on peace and justice concerns in 
various capacities including chairing the Seattle Presbytery Peacemaking Committee for 7 years, 
serving on the Synod of Alaska-Northwest Peacemaking Committee, assisting in founding the Israel/
Palestine Mission Network, organizing for the Wahsington State affiliate of the National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture, and co-writing the 2012 Season of Peace of the PC(USA). Shannon is 
energized around broad collaborations that work for common goals in pursuit of a peaceful, just and 
generous world.



10 ways to help End  
Gender-Based Violence

1. Join the PC(USA) movement to Stop Gender-Based Violence. Visit this page for more information: pcusa.org/ministries/
calltomission/

2. Bring an International Peacemaker to educate and inspire your community. This year, the Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Program has openings September 27 – October 21: pcusa.org/ministries/peacemaking/international-peacemaking/. 
Consider Rev. Helivo Poget, who works with human trafficking in Madagascar.  
pcusa.org/ministries/peacemaking/Madagascar-Helivoa-Poget/

3. Share the award-nominated documentary on preventing domestic violence, produced in partnership with Presbyteri-
an Women:  I BELIEVE YOU divacommunications.com/programs/i-believe-you/

4. Join a mission network that works on addressing root causes of violence against women and children. If you are al-
ready involved in one, encourage them to think seriously about the situation for women in their country.  

5. Support the work of mission worker Dessa Palm as she ministers to women: pcusa.org/missionconnections/palm-cobbie/

6. Engage with Guatemala’s CEDEPCA partner program working with women in Central America to educate on theolog-
ically grounded perspectives on healthy relationships and alternatives to intimate partner violence.  Cedepca.org.  

7. Join CongoSwim in partnership with Presbyterian World Mission and the UN PC(USA) Office on Africa and others 
(congoswim.org); this event focuses on ending sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  Support our 
partners’ work against sexual violence in the DR Congo: pcusa.org/ministries/global/democratic-republic-congo/. 

8. Participate in Orange Days, a monthly day of witness and action to end violence against women and girls.   
pcusa.org/blogs/swords-plowshares/tags/orange%20day/ 

9. Participate in  The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel(EAPPI) of the World  Council of 
Churches  which provides protective presence to vulnerable communities, monitors and reports human rights abuses 
and supports Palestinians and Israelis working together for peace.  eappi.org/en/home.html

10. Educate yourself and your congregation with current facts on the situation for women around the world.   who.int/me-
diacentre/factsheets/fs239/en/    and   un.org/en/women/endviolence/ 


