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 The men of Elmwood United Presbyterian 
Church in East Orange, New Jersey, used the 
Father’s Day weekend to launch efforts for ending 
privatized prisons. Elder Bill Brown attended the 
revamping of the PC(USA) Criminal Justice 
Network at Stony Point Conference Center in 
New York, and presented the challenge to the 
men of the Elmwood congregation.  
 Advocates for Criminal Justice Reform 
came together to study Michelle Alexander’s book 
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness. Brown, with the assistance of his 
pastor, the Reverend Robert L. Burkins, planned a 
Father’s Day gathering to discuss the impact of 
Prison Privatization on men in the African 
American community.  
 The Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, PC
(USA) Director for Public Witness (OPW), was 

invited to this event to explain the role of advocacy and to suggest action steps for opposing for-profit 
prisons. Nelson announced the OPW’s commitment to join the struggle with other PC(USA) groups, such as 
Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association (PHEWA) and Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, in an 
effort to end for-profit prisons in the United States.  
 The PC(USA) policy “Resolution Calling for the Abolition of For-Profit Prisons” was approved by the 
215th General Assembly in 2003. In this document, the Assembly said: 

The question of whether human beings should be incarcerated, of how they should be treated while 
in prison, of when they will be released, cannot be answered by whether or not these steps will 
create profit for a corporation.  In a humane society, in a democratic society, there are some things 
that can never be for sale, even and especially when they involve “one of the least of these followers 
of mine.”  

 “In the Spirit of partnership with other denominational offices and congregations,” said Nelson, “we 

are hoping that our commitment to combat stockholder profiteering on the incarceration of men and 

women will be a step toward restorative justice and the biblical mandate to love our neighbor.” 

Ending For-Profit Prisons 
OPW Joins Networks and Local Congregations in  

Opposing Prison Privatization 
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“In the current political and economic 

climate, neither party is giving voice to the 

needs of the families who are struggling to 

overcome poverty. It is simply not true 

that we must reduce assistance for the poorest among us in order 

to achieve fiscal recovery.  A Faithful Federal Budget can advance fiscal 

responsibility while increasing support for the poor and vulnerable, by 

focusing on job creation and economic revitalization, an equitable tax 

system based on fairness, and true human security over disproportionate 

military spending.” 

- Priorities for a Faithful Budget 

The PC(USA) has joined with interfaith 

 partners to call on Congress for a  

Faithful Budget.  

 Learn more at www.faithfulbudget.org. 

One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who 
will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave 
a great dinner and invited many. At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to 

say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ But 
they all alike began 
to make excuses. 
The first said to him, 
‘I have bought a 

piece of land, and I 
must go out and see it; 

please accept my 
regrets.’ Another 

said, ‘I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I 

am going to try them 
out; please accept my 

regrets.’ Another 
said, ‘I have just been 

married, and 
therefore I cannot 
come.’ So the slave 
returned and 
reported this to his 

master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go 
out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the 
crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered 

has been done, and there is still room.” Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go 
out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house 

may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my 
dinner.’” 

Luke 14:15-24  

Save the Date 
Ecumenical  

Advocacy Days 
April 5-8, 2013 

At God’s Table:  
Food Justice for a  

Healthy World 
Washington, DC 

www.AdvocacyDays.org 

Arrive early to join fellow Presbyterians for  
Compassion, Peace, and Justice Training Day  

April 5, 2013. 

http://www.faithfulbudget.org


Is THIS the Fast I Seek? Economy, Livelihood and Our 

National Priorities - Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2012 

In this era of economic and political urgency, as critical decisions are 
being made about U.S. federal budget priorities and as national elections 
are fast approaching, Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) asked, "Is This 
the Fast I Seek?" 
At the 10th annual EAD, March 23-26, 2012, in Washington, DC, we 
explored economy, livelihood and our national priorities through the lens 
of Isaiah 58.  Nearly 200 Presbyterians joined close to one thousand 
Christians in seeking a global economy and a national budget that would 
break the yokes of injustice, poverty, hunger and unemployment 
throughout the world — heeding Isaiah's call to become "repairers of the 
breach and restorers of streets to live in." 
The event culminated on the 26th when participants met with their 
members of Congress to insist on a Faithful Budget that “defends people 
struggling to live in dignity by funding programs that protect vulnerable 
populations here and abroad.” 
Presbyterians took time together on Saturday evening to fellowship and 
rejoice in our collective commitment to the prophetic witness of the 
church. The PC(USA) Office of Public Witness hosted about 100 
Presbyterians on the Virginia’s Jewel vessel to enjoy a dinner and dancing 
cruise down the Potomac River at the height of D.C.’s historic Cherry 
Blossom Festival. 

Presbyterians and Economic Justice - Compassion, Peace, 

and Justice Training Day 2012 

On Friday, March 23, 2012, more than 200 people gathered at New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church to get energized and educated about the 
ministries of Compassion, Peace and Justice (CPJ). Director Sara 
Lisherness brought greetings, and the Rev. J. Herbert Nelson brought the 
word. Organizers from across the denomination and its ministries shared 
best practices, new ideas, and useful information about organizing in the 
life of the church for justice. 
The day’s theme was “Presbyterians and Economic Justice,” we spent the 
day asking questions about what economic justice is and how to organize 
and achieve it for all people.  Participants were educated in workshops on 
food sovereignty, trade justice, budget priorities, simple living, global 
development, the economic crisis, and much more! 



Debbie Dyslin is a rising senior at Beloit College in Beloit, WI, where she is pursuing a BA 
in Sociology with a minor in Religious Studies. She is originally from San Jose, CA where 
she was active member and social justice advocate at Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church. 
Throughout her life, she has sought to connect her passion for human rights and her 
passion to serve the Lord.  She plans to pursue a Masters in Social Work and is 
also considering attending seminary. 
As a Fellow in the Office of Public Witness, Debbie will work to raise awareness about the 
use of torture at the domestic and international levels and to facilitate anti-torture 
advocacy by individuals, congregations, and interfaith coalitions. Through this fellowship, 
she hopes to gain practical insights and a deeper theological understanding about what it 
means to “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.”   This fellowship is made possible by gift from the No2Torture 
movement and the Presbytery of Tropical Florida. 

The Office of Public Witness 
welcomes three Summer Fellows! 

The Office of Public Witness believes that the formation of 
servant leaders and advocates  is vital to the public policy 
ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  

Learn more about our Internship and Fellowship 
programs at www.pcusa.org/washington/internship.  

Daniel Williams is a recent graduate of Hendrix College in Conway, AR. He is a member 
of Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque, NM, where he has previously served 
on Session. While at Hendrix, Daniel studied Politics and Religious Studies and was 
involved in a number of social justice pursuits in the campus and local communities. He 
has a strong interest in working with young people and faith communities on issues of 
worker justice and sexual and reproductive health. He is excited to utilize his enthusiasm 
for faith-based advocacy and organizing during his summer with the Office of Public 
Witness. Daniel is discerning a call to ministry and plans to pursue a theological 
education in the coming years. 

Blair Moorhead is a Masters of Divinity/Masters of Social Work student at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City and Howard University in Washington, DC. She has grown up in the PC
(USA) and served as a Young Adult Volunteer in Kenya in 2007-8 after graduating from Princeton 
University. She is currently a candidate for ordination in the Presbytery of the Northern Plains. 
Throughout her life in the church, Blair has worked with Christians responding to God’s love by 
seeking justice and compassion in society. Particularly influential was the experience of serving as 
a fellow with the Poverty Initiative housed at Union, an organization that works with community 
and religious leaders to build a movement to end poverty led by the poor. At the Office of Public 
Witness, Blair is learning how this mission translates into federal advocacy around economic 
injustice in the U.S. Blair is grateful for the opportunity to serve with the PC(USA) as a Fellow for 
Public Witness  and looks forward to carrying the lessons of faithful outreach forward in her future ministry. This fellowship 
inaugurates a new partnership between the Office of Public Witness and Presbyterian Women, which is partially funding the 
housing stipend. 

For more information on the Internship and Fellowship for Public Witness,  
or to learn how to apply, please visit www.pcusa.org/washington/internship. 

http://www.pcusa.org/washington/internship


By Catherine S. Gordon 

Raise Hope for the Congo 

“A global economy of biblical dimensions would be a community of shared values and commitments that 
transcend geographic, political, ethnic, and cultural divisions…To imagine a sphere of life from which moral 
scrutiny is excluded, however, is to abridge God’s sovereignty and create an absolute that rivals God. 
Biblical faith acknowledges no such rival. An unfettered world market is not a biblical vision. The 
biblical goal is not maximization of the freedom to seek individual benefit, corporate profit, or national 
advantage in a global society.” 

- Resolution on Just Globalization approved by the 217th General Assembly (2005) 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo has suffered from regional conflict and a deadly scramble for its 
vast natural resources for more than a century. Congo’s natural resources and the world’s voracious appetite 
for them have been the principal force behind atrocities and conflict throughout Congo’s violent and tortured 
history. In fact, the mineral wealth in eastern Congo today is financing multiple armed groups who use mass 
rape and other forms of violence as a calculated strategy to frighten, 
coerce, and control local populations. In this way, the groups secure 
control of mines, trading routes, and other strategic areas. 

The militias in the DR Congo make millions of dollars yearly by 
trading four minerals: the ores that produce tin, tantalum, tungsten, 
and gold. The armed groups then use this money to purchase large 
numbers of weapons for use in their campaign of vicious brutality 
against civilians. Most of these minerals ultimately end up in electronic 
devices such as cell phones, portable music players, and computers.   
Because there is no transparency in the minerals supply chain, 
consumers have no way to guarantee that their purchases are not 
funding the militias that repeatedly carry out atrocities against civilians, 
including mass rape. 

The Presbyterian Church has a long history with the DR of the Congo.  The church has been present 
there since 1891. Early in his mission work in the Congo, Presbyterian Missionary Rev. William Sheppard 
discovered and exposed human rights abuses of the Congolese by King Leopold II of Belgium.  King Leopold 
privately owned and dominated the Congo Free State from 1885 to 1908 and used his personal power to 
expropriate vast amounts of wealth in the form of ivory and rubber. These trades were supported by slave 
labor, and the local peoples were forced to work through torture, imprisonment, maiming, and terror.  

The current situation is not unlike the past – the Congo is being exploited and brutalized for its natural 
resources.  The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act, signed into law in July 2010, contains Section 1502, which 
requires American companies to guarantee that the raw materials they use to make their products are not tied 
to the conflict in Congo.  This monitoring is accomplished by auditing the mineral supply chains. 

The Security and Exchange Commission (SEC) must now issue regulations on conflict minerals, but is 
under tremendous industry and corporate pressure to delay the implementation of the law for three more 
years.  The SEC must not delay on conflict minerals regulations any longer. A postponement means 
delayed movement toward a minerals trade that helps rather than harms communities.  Please stay tuned to 
the Office of Public Witness for news of advocacy opportunities with the SEC. 

Visit our blog for Action Steps on what YOU CAN DO!  Go to bit.ly/pcusacongo to take action. 
As Jesus called us to love our neighbor as ourselves, so we must recognize that our Congolese brothers 

and sisters are our neighbors.  These neighbors of ours are being exploited and brutalized so that we can have 
the electronics we so desire.  It is easy to ignore or not to think about those who contribute invisibly to the 
products we consume.  But we must be diligent as we are all responsible for our neighbors.   

Take Action Today 
- Email the electronics industry 
leaders and urge them to make their 
products conflict free. The message is 
clear: “If you take conflict out of 
your cell phone, I will buy it.”  
- Urge your school or college to insist 
on conflict-free electronics. 
Visit our blog for more information 
and to take action: bit.ly/pcusacongo 



Whenever the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) addresses the complex question of the nation’s food and 
farm policies, we refer to our faith conviction “that God our Creator has made the world for everyone, and 
desires that all shall have daily bread” (UPCUSA, Minutes, 1979, p. 189). This underlying conviction of a right 
to food shapes advocacy about agriculture and rural life in this country. 

 The PC(USA) Office of Public Witness has joined with the 
interfaith community to call for a Farm Bill that promotes local food 
security in the U.S. and around the world, strengthens rural 
communities, and cares for the land as God’s creation.  In the 
current budget climate, the Farm Bill’s limited resources must be 
targeted effectively where the need is greatest. We must prioritize 
programs and policies that curb hunger and malnutrition, support 
vibrant agricultural economies in rural communities, and promote 

the sustainable use of natural resources. Congress is currently determining what our food and farm policy will 
be. 
 U.S. food and agricultural policy must focus on adopting best agricultural practices that put the health 
of its citizens, the land, and the livelihood of farmers and farm workers over the interests of a small number 
of industrial agriculture operations.  Stand up to protect not only farmers, without whom we would all go 
hungry, but to enact a food and farm bill that fairly and judiciously serves the interests of all Americans.   
Stay tuned to our blog: http://officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com/ for upcoming Farm Bill 
developments. 

That All Shall Have Daily Bread 
The Office of Public Witness Advocates for a Just Farm Bill 

We must prioritize programs and 
policies that curb hunger and 
malnutrition, support vibrant 

agricultural economies in rural 
communities, and promote the 

sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

Join Us for a Second Tuesday Briefing 

On the second Tuesday of the 
months when Congress is in 
session, the Office of Public 
Witness presents an open 
briefing on current issues as 
they relate to topics addressed 
by past General Assemblies of 
the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). After the briefing, 
attendees are encouraged to 
meet with their members of 
Congress to advocate positions 
of compassion, peace, and 
justice inspired by the Bible 
and promoted by the Church. 

June’s Second Tuesday briefing featured Bill 
Somplatsky-Jarman, Coordinator of the PC(USA) 

Mission Responsibility Through Investment committee. 
To download an audio podcast of the briefing, visit 

our website at www.pcusa.org/washington.  

Join us for future Second Tuesday briefings: 
 

July 10  
September 11 

October 9 
November 13 

President Announces Relief for 
DREAMers 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) Office of Public Witness 
congratulates President Obama on signing an Executive Order that 
halts deportation of undocumented youth in the U.S. who would 
qualify for the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors 
(DREAM) Act. The Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) will 
begin a process for granting 
" d e f e r r e d  a c t i o n "  t o 
undocumented youth who 
would qualify for the version of 
the DREAM Act that passed the 
House of Representatives in 
December 2010. Eligible 
individuals – including, but not 
limited to, those who are 
currently in deportation 
proceedings – will be allowed to 
remain and work in the U.S. 
J. Herbert Nelson, director of 
the OPW said, "this action today is an encouraging step towards our 
advocacy for the PC(USA)'s policy on comprehensive immigration 
reform." The OPW is working in conjunction with the Immigration 
issues Office of the PC(USA) in Louisville, KY, and other groups 
across the interfaith community for comprehensive immigration 
reform. Some estimate that the President’s Executive Order may 
impact as many as 80,000 individuals now living in the United 
States. 

“Political and geographical 
boundaries are in and of 
themselves part of the 

human social existence... 
However, the only 

boundaries 
Christians recognize 
ultimately are those 

established by 
justice and love.” 
- 1981 Presbyterian 

statement on immigration 

http://officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com/2012/06/principles-for-faithful-farm-bill.html
http://officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com/2012/06/principles-for-faithful-farm-bill.html
http://officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com/


 I am grateful for the privilege to have served the PC(USA) as the Director of the OPW for the past 
two years. The greatest aspect of my work is meeting Presbyterians who are both passionate and 
committed to the work of justice. My travels have taken me into 44 presbyteries and numerous 
congregations to preach, train, organize, and introduce persons to the work of advocacy. Oftentimes, 
Presbyterians will raise the question “why should the Church have an office in Washington, DC?” Or, “Why 
is the church involved in politics?” I discover upon further inquiry that many Presbyterians are not familiar 
with the term advocate or the work of advocacy as an aspect of our Christian calling to serve Jesus Christ. 
 In John 14:26, the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible uses the word “advocate” to 
describe the Holy Spirit1. The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) 
indicates that the word “advocate” comes from two Latin words “ad” 
and “vocare” meaning “called or summoned to another.” More 
specifically, the OED continues, “advocate” means, “called or 
summoned to plead another’s cause in court.” In this text, Jesus 
reminds us that God sent us an Advocate, One called to plead our case 
in the court of judgment. The Spirit is an Advocate. Therefore, we, 
who are filled with the Spirit, are called to a similar task as we work for 
the coming Kingdom of God. In our discipleship, we stand between 
humanity’s brokenness and the need for redemption through the lives 
we lead for Jesus Christ in the world. It must be noted that we do not 
serve as redemptive voices because of our righteousness. Instead, we 
serve by God’s grace. 
 The writer of I John writes “my little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (I John 2:1b). The word advocate in this passage 

comes from the Greek word ς (paraklētŏs – par-ak-lay-tos), meaning an intercessor or 
consoler. The writer reminds us of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, which relieves us of our sin, in order to assist us 
in living in the light. He reminds us of the importance of earnestly confessing our sins, which causes God’s 
justice to prevail (I John 1:9). In short, justice is sought through speaking truth to power in love. 
 Justice-centered advocacy work calls nations, powers, and principalities to account on behalf of 
God’s people for the sake of God in the world. This prophetic work is often misunderstood, but is linked to 
the work of faith as a preventative measure against unjust powers that deal out human pain. These powers 
include, but are not limited to political, church, governmental, and corporate entities. On the other hand, 
mission is our response to the consequence of human pain. Through mission, food is provided for the 
hungry; clothing for the naked; and visitations are made to the sick and imprisoned. As we, in the OPW, 
act in the tradition of the prophets, we encourage you to learn more about the work of advocacy that your 
denomination is doing with Presbyterians, as well asecumenical and interfaith advocates. 
 
1. In previous Revised Standard translations, the word was translated “Counselor.”  

Advocacy Training Needed 
Presbyterians Know Mission but Little About Advocacy 
By J. Herbert Nelson  

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. (John 14:26) 

Justice-centered 
advocacy work calls 

nations, powers, and 
principalities to 

account on behalf of 
God’s people for the 

sake of God in the 
world.  
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The work of the PC(USA) Office of Public 
Witness is based upon Social Justice 
Policies voted on and approved by the 
General Assembly.  We encourage 
Presbyterians and others to support 
us as we engage in transformative 
work designed to impact a global 
human society.  
You may contribute to our work  by 
sending your contribution to:  
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Individual Remittance Processing 
P.O. Box 643700 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 
Please designate your contribution by 
using the code ECO# 865714—Office of 
Public Witness. 
Or give online at bit.ly/OPWgive. 
Thank you for your support. 


