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During this Lenten Season the Office of Public 
Witness is joining other faith groups in prayerful 
engagement, direct action to reduce our culture of 
violence, and peacemaking in our homes, streets, 
and public venues. Our role as Christians is to be 
peacemakers. Peace is more than the absence of 
conflict.  Peace requires our  active participation in 
the work to serve the common good. Making peace 
often stirs controversy, because it requires 
engaging in faithful witness on behalf of Jesus 
Christ, despite the resulting discomfort. Peace 
exposes human frailty and sin in order to make 
repentance possible.  
 

As we journey together through this period of spiritual discipline and contemplation, while also experiencing gun

-related grief and trauma in our communities and nation, let us remember that  

New Life awaits us on Easter morning.  

This petition is available in a post card for use in local 

churches and communities.  Bring a stack to coffee hour 

and invite your fellow congregation-members to take a 

stand against our culture of violence.  To request 

petition postcards for distribution, please email 

ga_washington_office@pcusa.org or call our office at 

(202) 543-1126. Please indicate your local congregation 

and amount of petitions requested. 

A Lenten Call: 
 Petition to Reduce Gun Violence 

A Petition to Reduce Gun Violence 
 

As Members of the PC(USA) and people of 

conscience, we believe God desires health and 

wholeness for all God’s children—not cycles of 

despair, poverty, and violence. 

 

We believe we have the responsibility to reduce 

injustice in our midst.  We therefore call upon 

the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, 

to approve federal legislation that will— 

 

1. Ban all assault weapons and high capacity 

magazines. These are weapons of war and 

have no place in the hands of common 

citizens. 

2. Require universal background checks when 

purchasing any firearm. 

3. Make gun trafficking a federal crime. 

Visit our online action 
center to sign the petition: 
http://tinyurl.com/pcusapetition 

Or scan this QR code with 
your Smart Phone  

Visit our blog post:  
http://tinyurl.com/blogpetition  

Join the Movement Today! 



This dynamic weekend in Washington, DC, incorporates two complementary events: Compassion, Peace and 
Justice (CPJ) Training Day on Friday, April 5, and Ecumenical Advocacy Days, April 5-8. The ministries of 
Compassion, Peace and Justice of the PC(USA) are coming together for the 3rd Annual CPJ Training Day to 
educate Presbyterians on the work of the PC(USA) in the face of injustices in the global food system. Following CPJ 
Training Day, the ecumenical community is gathering during Ecumenical Advocacy Days to seek the abundance 
and equality that we find reflected in the biblical image of God’s great banquet table. Inspiring speakers will offer a 
faith-based vision for fair and humane food policies and practices, along with grassroots advocacy training, 
common worship, fellowship, networking opportunities — all culminating with Monday’s Lobby Day on Capitol Hill.  

 

Compassion, Peace & Justice Training Day (CPJ)  
April 5th, 2013 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM  
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church  
Washington, DC 

 
 
Come and learn how we as individual Presbyterians can 
work for food justice and explore the root causes of 
hunger and malnutrition in the global food system. 
Experts from within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
along with our partners, will lead workshops on the 
current food justice issues, as well as skill training 
sessions on advocacy and community organizing.  

 
Featured speakers include members of the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers, Bishop Don Dixon Williams of Bread for 
the World, the Rev. Noelle Damico, Associate for Fair Food 
Concerns in the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Cynthia 
White, Coordinator of Self Development of People.  

For accommodations we are partnering with 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days (see opposite page), which will 
take place at the Doubletree Crystal City.  
 
For more information and registration, visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/CPJDay .  
 
 

Welcome to the Advocacy Training Weekend  



 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD)  
Friday, April 5 – Monday, April 8, 2013  
Doubletree Crystal City Hotel, 
Arlington, Virginia  
Lobby Day: Washington, DC 

 
Join a thousand Christian advocates at the 11th annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days to seek Food Justice for a 
Healthy World! In a world that produces enough food for everyone, EAD will explore the injustices in global  food 
systems that leave one billion people hungry, create food price shocks that  destabilize communities everywhere, 
and undermine God’s creation. At God’s Table, all are invited and fed, and the poorest in our midst are given a 
special place. Together we will seek the abundance and equality that we  find reflected in the biblical image of 
God’s great banquet table (Exodus 16:16-18 & Luke 14:12-24). Inspiring speakers will offer a faith-based vision  
for fair and humane food policies and practices, along with grassroots advocacy training, all culminating with 
Monday’s Lobby Day on Capitol Hill.  

Featured Speakers Include: 
 
Dr. Nancy Cardoso Pereira, Member of the 
Pastoral Land Commission and Professor 
of Ancient History, Porto Alegre Institute of 
the Methodist Church, Brazil  
 
Brother Dave Andrews, CSC, JD, Senior 
Representative for Food and Water Watch  
 
Fr. Aniedi Okure, OP, Executive Director, 
Africa Faith & Justice Network  
  
Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo, Executive Minister 
of the United Church of Christ, Justice and 
Witness Ministries  

For more information on the Compassion, Peace & Justice Training Day and Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days, please email Catherine Gordon at catherine.gordon@pcusa.org 

Welcome to the Advocacy Training Weekend  

 

Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad,  
Joe R. Engle  

Professor of Preaching,  
Union Theological Seminary,  

New York, NY  

Rev. Michael Livingston, 
National Policy Director, 
Interfaith Worker Justice  



Celebrating a Year of Service Learning 
Meet our Interns and  

Emerson Hunger Fellow  

The Office of Public Witness believes that the formation of servant leaders 
and advocates  is vital to the public policy ministry and witness of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Learn more about our Internship and 
Fellowship programs at www.pcusa.org/washington/internship.  

 

Nelson Cowan is a 2nd-year Master of Divinity student at Wesley Theological Seminary 
in Washington D.C. He has been serving the Office since September 2012 and is filling 
part of his Practice in Ministry & Mission (field education) requirement through his service. 
His educational background is in International Relations at the University of North 
Florida. At the Office of Public Witness, Nelson focuses on issues of domestic economic 
inequality, just food systems, and energy reform. In addition to interning at the OPW, 
Nelson works at St. Matthew's United Methodist Church in Annandale, VA, as the 
director of Modern Worship Music. He is an avid reader, blogger, and songwriter. 
 
 

 
Kendra Poole, originally from Albuquerque, NM, is a senior at the George 
Washington University and is majoring in English and Creative Writing.  She is 
serving as a volunteer intern in the Office of Public Witness in the Spring 2013.  
She is a member of Alpha Phi Omega, a co-ed community service fraternity on 
campus. Additionally, Kendra is the volunteer coordinator for a local 
organization called Little Friends for Peace and helps facilitate LFFP's weekly 
programming, which encourages nonviolent conflict resolution and peaceful 
living.  Kendra is passionate about travel, literature, jazz music, politics, and 
people-watching. 
 

 

Irene Romulo started in the Office of Public Witness as our Emerson National 
Hunger Fellow on March 7. Originally from Cicero, IL, Irene graduated from 
Northwestern University with a degree in social policy. As an Emerson Hunger 
Fellow, Irene has spent the last six months organizing with community members on 
immigrant rights issues at Causa Justa :: Just Cause in Oakland, CA. She worked 
closely with Latino communities to inform them about their rights and the services 
available to them. Irene also helped to document stories of human rights abuses and 
supported the growth of community leaders to head the immigrant rights 
campaign. Prior to being a Hunger Fellow, Irene worked with several organizations 
in Chicago to increase access to legal and support services for low-income victims of 
domestic violence, to defend laborers' rights, and to address educational disparities. 
 

 

For more information on the Internship and Fellowship for Public Witness, or to learn how to 
apply, please visit www.pcusa.org/washington/internship or email opw.intern.info@pcusa.org 

http://www.pcusa.org/washington/internship


First, let me give honor and praise to our Creator for the opportunity to speak with the press today 
regarding the eradication of gun violence in the United States. I am the Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, 
Director of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Public Witness in Washington, DC. I represent the PC
(USA) General Assembly and nearly two million members of our denomination. Today, I am also 
representing the National Council of Churches, which includes 37 Christian denominations and their over 
100,000 congregations and 45 million people in the United States. Our collective presence of interfaith 
leaders gathered today is a witness to our belief in the need for faith leaders to bind ourselves together on 
both national and local levels. We are aware that pressure from the gun lobby and gun owners continues to 
mount around this issue. But we believe that political leaders in Washington can resolve this problem and 
achieve meaningful gun reform if only they have the will.  

In the United States today, since 1997, we are witnessing gun 
deaths of more than 30,000 persons per year. From the Revolutionary 
War in 1775 to the Persian Gulf War in 1991, a total of 116 years engaged 
in foreign wars, there were 650,858 persons killed in combat. In the 
eighteen years from 1979 to 1997 we have experienced 651,697 deaths 
by guns. There were 839 more persons killed by guns during this 18 year 
period than in 116 years of U.S. involvement in foreign wars. No longer 
can faith communities stand idly by, performing burials while bowing to 
lobbyists whose motivations are driven by a false standard of profit and 
power. We stand today on the premise that faith does have something to say about life and death. 
Therefore, it is imperative that we declare that our Creator affirms life abundantly, while giving leadership to 
those of us who will challenge the false choice between guns and freedom.  

We are calling for:  

1) A ban on all assault weapons. These are weapons of war and there is no reason for common 
citizens to purchase or possess them. We do not use AK-47’s to hunt deer! Therefore, we call for 
the reinstatement of the assault weapons ban which lapsed in 2004.  

2) Universal background checks. At present, there is no federal provision requiring background 
checks and some states do not require them at all. Therefore, people who do not know how to 
properly handle a firearm, or who have criminal records, can make gun purchases.  

3) Gun trafficking to be made a federal crime. The penalties for trafficking guns in the U.S. are on 
par with trafficking chickens or other livestock. We must empower law enforcement to 
investigate and prosecute straw purchasers, gun traffickers, and their entire criminal networks. 

Our faith perspectives and holy books call us, first and foremost, to love one another, not to 
protect ourselves against one another. 

 If Dr. King were alive today, he would remind us that the United States is a great nation, when it 
measures its greatness on its moral and ethical actions. “Let us be first in love,” he would declare. Guns must 
be brought under tighter legislative restrictions for the purpose of saving lives and restoring our 
commitment to promote life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We stand together today, because we 
know beyond all else that God is love. 

    By J. Herbert Nelson II 

God is Love: A Statement on Gun Violence 

Excerpted from a statement given on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday at 
an Interfaith Press Conference in Washington, DC.  

The full text can be found at http://tinyurl.com/JHNgodislove  

 

 
Take Action  Today! 

 
Sign our Gun Violence petition at 
http://tinyurl.com/pcusapetition  

 

-or- 
 

To request postcard petitions,  
please email 

ga_washington_office@pcusa.org  
or call (202) 543-1126 



By Nelson Cowan 

OPW’s 2013 Legislative Priorities 

  

Civil and Human Rights: 
Eradicating Gun Violence 
Ending Human Trafficking 
Justice for the Worker 
Restorative Justice 
Welcoming Immigrant Sisters & Brothers 

 International Issues: 
Peacemaking in the Middle East 
Cuba: Ending the Embargo  
Reducing Military Spending 

 Domestic Issues: 
Reducing Economic Inequality in the U.S.  
Addressing Global Climate Change 
Fair Food and Farm Policy 
Preventing Violence Against Women 
Ensuring Justice for People with HIV/AIDS 

 

The PC(USA) has recently released TRIGGER: The Ripple 
Effect of Gun Violence, produced by award-winning 
producer David Barnhart and Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA). NBC has priority airing rights through 
May 2013, but our latest inquiry reveals that many local 
NBC affiliates are not even aware that the documentary 
exists. Please call your local NBC affiliate today and 
request that they air TRIGGER in prime time.  Gun 
violence is a public health epidemic in this nation, 
where more than 30,000 suffer gun-related deaths 
every year.  

Action Alert 

To host a screening, order the documentary, or 
order promotional material, please contact: 

Sara Sotelo, (502) 569-5648 or 
sara.sotelo@pcusa.org 

 The sufficiency of God's table has been a normative theological concept throughout the ages. It proclaims that 
there is enough for everyone and that no one should be hungry or thirsty at God's table. However, even as we pray for 
God's will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, the reality of God's sufficient table has yet to be made manifest in our 
society and in our world. There is enough food to go around the table for everyone to be fed, but our unjust social 
systems disproportionately put more on some tables and very little on others.  And yet our society buys into this 
false notion of scarcity as we make policy decisions.  There is enough and we must call for “daily bread” for everyone. 

 This notion of scarcity is one of the many reasons Presbyterians have historically advocated for nutrition 
assistance, but it also requires us to challenge this dominant paradigm and call for more than feeding programs -- food 
justice.  In addition to feeding the hungry, food justice requires us to look at all levels of the food system, from 
planting and harvesting, to justice for farmworkers, to care for God’s creation, to the distribution systems that bring 
food to our stores, pantries, and tables.  The intrinsic value of the land, its fruit, and of every person is a scriptural 
foundation that cannot be neglected in terms of food justice. 

 These components of food justice — nutrition, environmental sustainability, and the inherent dignity of 
workers and farming communities — could be fully encompassed in the U.S. Farm Bill. This omnibus bill includes 
nutritional provisions such as SNAP (formerly Food Stamps), conservation programs, funding for local Farmers Market 
initiatives, loans for beginning farmers, agricultural innovation research funding, among many other programs. 
Although in need of certain reform, the Farm Bill is a stepping stone on the way to ensuring enough food for everyone. 
This legislation affects everyone who eats. 

 Paul reminds the Corinthian church that God is able to provide them "with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work" (2 Corinthians 9:8, 
NRSV). The core of this passage is having enough so they, and all of us, may share abundantly in every good work. 
Food justice matters. Everyone should have enough, so that they in turn can be a gift to the world in all their good 
work.  

Presbyterians and Food Justice 

http://triggerdoc.com/
http://triggerdoc.com/
http://www.nbc.com/local-stations/


 Middle East Report 

In early February, Catherine Gordon, Representative for International 
Issues, participated in the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum (PIEF) of 
the World Council of Churches, in Bethlehem.  
 
Through the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum, the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) convenes global church networks to share 
responsibility for broadening and deepening church actions for 
peace. Long-standing WCC policies guide the actions of PIEF 
including long term-goals of ending the occupation, achieving 
national self-determination for Palestinians, and recognizing Israel’s 
legitimate security needs within borders agreed with its neighbors.  
 
The immediate purpose of these actions initiatives is to influence 
policy changes in the Middle East and especially in the Israel/

Palestine conflict, while contributing to a new and comprehensive framework for ecumenical advocacy on the 
Middle East. Churches are united by their global ecumenical identity and work with shared messages and resources 
such as prayers, educational activities, and advocacy with governments.  
 
Programs included in the WCC PIEF are the World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel (September 22 - 28, 2013), 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), and the Jerusalem Interchurch Centre (JIC).  

In December, the OPW offered an extensive scholarship program for Johnson 
C. Smith Theological Seminary’s conference, which sought to flesh out a 
comprehensive strategy for AIDS ministry in the church.  We are proud  that we 
brought a diverse group of people together to brainstorm, envision, and plan 
the necessary steps to becoming an HIV & AIDS competent church. The OPW 
awarded 76 scholarships for registration, accommodation, and travel, at 
varying levels, to attend this event. 
 
 

Of these 76 recipients, 36 were seminary students representing ten 
different seminaries, including Johnson C. Smith, Columbia Seminary, 
and Princeton Seminary. 
Of these 76 recipients, 39 were people of color. 
Of these 76 recipients, 36 were young adults. 
Of these 76 recipients, many were HIV positive or living with AIDS. 

 
 

This conference brought together those who would not only advocate “on behalf of,” but who are also committed to 
living into a call to relational and connectional ministry.  Truly, they represent the new generation of justice leaders 
in the PC(USA).  The most exciting thing about this conference was the energy in the room – energy brought by 
people who are passionately committed to changing the way we isolate people in our communities.  The synergy 
was amazing, the commitment was fierce, and the relationships formed will provide a lasting foundation for future 
ministry. 

From the Desk of Catherine Gordon 

   Witnesses to AIDS          

From the Desk of Leslie Woods 

Visiting the Jahalin Bedouin camp 
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The work of the PC(USA) Office of Public 
Witness is based upon Social Justice 
Policies voted on and approved by the 
General Assembly. We encourage 
Presbyterians and others to support us 
as we engage in transformative work 
designed to impact a global human 
society.  

You may contribute to our work  by sending 
your contribution to:  

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Individual Remittance Processing 
P.O. Box 643700 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 

Please designate your contribution by using 
the code ECO# 865714—OPW 

Or give online at bit.ly/OPWgive. 

Thank you for your support! 

The Office of Public Witness 

wants to help you stay informed!  

Scan the code to the left  
or visit   

www.capwiz.com/pcusa  
to sign up for: 
• action alerts   

•  legislative updates  
•  event notices  

• Advocacy as Discipleship 
• Washington Report 

Connect with us @PCUSAwashington 
and officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com 


