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A NOTE TO READERS

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his 
face to go to Jerusalem.—Luke 9:51

Jesus has already foretold his coming death—
twice—when he sets his face toward his crucifixion. 
Instead of running away from suffering, he moves 
toward it, step by step. He is bound for the cross, 
and by the end of his journey, he will be bound to 
the cross. He is, in a word, cross-bound.

Along his journey, Jesus challenges those around 
him to move toward the cross. He marches into 
Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday and becomes 
increasingly cross-bound with every minute, while 
his followers struggle to bind themselves to him in 
his passion.

He calls us to take up our cross and follow him, too. 
Jesus challenges us to put others before ourselves 
and join God’s mission to transform the world in 
love. The cross-bound life seeks not to glorify the 
Christian but to glorify Christ. The cross-bound 
life serves and sacrifices and endures. It relies on 
Jesus’ strength in order to follow Jesus’ example 
of setting his face toward Calvary—not for his own 
benefit but for ours.

Like Jesus’ original disciples, we often resist the 
cross. This Lenten study invites you instead to 
embrace it. But that embrace does not mean giving 
into the violence perpetrated on us by an abuser. 
Neither does it mean justifying the suffering that 
comes about because of the fallen nature of the 
world—poverty, illness, or injustice. In fact, a  
cross-bound life fights against such things.

The devotion begins on Ash Wednesday, and with 
each day we will travel through the last week 
of Jesus’ life as told in the Gospel of Luke. Each 
daily meditation includes a prayer and a Scripture 
reading. Keep a Bible on hand to read the full 
passages, only excerpts of which are provided.

I pray that this Lent we will not simply read about 
the cross but be bound for it and bound to it—that, 
like Jesus, we will learn to live cross-bound lives of 
sacrificial love as we await the resurrection.

—Chip Hardwick

Original artwork devotionals

In 2013, Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church in 
South Carolina invited artist Staci Sarkowski to 
paint interpretations of each Lenten and Easter 
Sunday sermon. Sarkowski painted the artwork 
that appears in this Lenten devotional right 
there during worship, offering a living and visual 
interpretation of the Word. Look for her brief 
reflections as well as thoughts from associate 
pastor Carmen Goetschius.
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FIRST WEEK in LENT
ASH WEDNESDAY 

Scripture: Luke 14:25–33
“Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple.”

As Christians, we traditionally repent from 
our sin on Ash Wednesday, remembering our 
transgressions against God and our neighbors. 
As we enter into this cross-bound journey, we 
recognize a universal sin: we are reluctant to take 
up our cross and follow Jesus.

In this passage, Jesus tells us about the 
cost of following him. Being a disciple is more 
important, he says, than even our most beloved 
family relationships. We should no more set out 
as disciples without being prepared for sacrifice 
than we would begin building a tower or a house 
without knowing how much it will cost.

The focus of our faith is often on what God can 
do for us: answer our prayers, give us salvation, 
or get us through a rough season. A more faithful 
focus is on what we can do to join God’s mission: 
how we can carry the cross and follow Jesus 
through a life of sacrificial love and service. How 
might you join God’s mission?

Lord Jesus, forgive me for not following you faithfully. 
Strengthen me for this cross-bound journey.

THURSDAY 

Scripture: Luke 19:41–44
As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it.

Jesus approaches Jerusalem with tears in his eyes. 
The city, he says, is blind—blind to the things that 
make for peace and blind to the fact that, in Jesus, 
God has visited humanity.

We are often convinced that the best way to 
gain peace (for ourselves or for the world) is to 
gain power, telling ourselves that when we finally 
amass enough resources, we will have victory 
in whatever conflicts arise. Whether it is money, 
weaponry, status, or knowledge, we hope that 
accumulating enough will finally bring us peace.

Jesus, on the other hand, surrenders his 
resources. Bound for the cross, he leaves behind 
everything that might prevent him from sacrificing 
himself for us. He experiences conflict and quells 
it, through love. In this love God has visited us, in 
order to bring peace.

Open our eyes, O God, that we would see Jesus as the 
source and example of true peace.

FRIDAY 

Scripture: Luke 19:45–46
Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those 
who were selling things there.

Once in Jerusalem, Jesus makes his way to the 
temple. The tears may still be in his eyes as he 
drives out the merchants—only now he may be 
weeping in anger or frustration. He quotes the 
prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah as he grieves the 
transformation of the house of prayer into a den  
of robbers.

Clearly, being cross-bound does not mean 
being a doormat or submitting to worldly power. 
Jesus lives a life of sacrificial love, but he offers a 
muscular challenge to the dominant powers that 
draw us away from God’s hopes and dreams for 
humanity. If the classical paintings of this scene 
are at all accurate, Jesus literally throws his 
weight around as he takes on the merchants.

What powers might we challenge as we follow 
Jesus to the cross? What entrenched injustice might 
we fight? What oppression might we take on?

We have Jesus’ weight behind us.

Lord Jesus, give us the wisdom and confidence to fight 
against injustice, so that all may experience your dreams  
for them.

SATURDAY 

Scripture: Luke 19:47–48
The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people 
kept looking for a way to kill him.

Oddly enough, the cross-bound life both repels and 
attracts. In these short two verses, we see first 
the way that Jesus’ ministry angers the religious 
leaders of the time. They are frustrated, because as 
much as Jesus’ ministry annoys them, it captivates 
the people. The combination of his selfless love and 
his table-turning actions draw in those who long 
for a different view of a life well lived.

Even today, while seeking Jesus’ perspective on 
a life well lived—a cross-bound life—we find folks 
who scoff and others who wonder. Can you think 
of any Christians who have astounded you with 
their faithfulness—or whose imitation of Jesus 
caused others to mock? Who is overturning tables 
in your community, and are you responding like 
the disciples or like the religious leaders of Jesus’ 
time?

Help me, O God, to live out my faith with integrity, whether 
it leads to scorn or praise.




