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Peacemaking Offering

CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us hear what the Lord will speak.
God will speak peace to the people.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet.
Justice and peace will kiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the earth.
Justice will look down from the sky.
The Lord will give what is good.
The earth will be filled with abundance.
Based on Psalm 85:8, 10–12

OPENING PRAYER / PRAYER  
OF THE DAY
Faithful God, in Christ Jesus
you came to us as a little child
to lead us to your eternal realm
of goodness, justice, and peace.
Help us to receive your promise
with childlike trust and joy,
and to share this good news
with those who are in need,
so that all may find welcome
in the loving arms of Christ; 
in whose holy name we pray.
Based on Mark 10:2–16

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, merciful and mighty,
you call us to seek good and not evil.
You call us to establish justice
so that all may live in peace.
But we trample the poor,
we oppress the weak,
and we push aside the needy. 
We take what is not ours,
ignore the words of your prophets,
and silence the voices of truth.
Forgive us, O God; restore us. 
Make us holy; make us whole.
Let your justice roll down like water
and your righteousness like an ever-flowing stream,
so that songs of peace and joy
may resound again in our land;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Based on Amos 5

PEACE
Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you.”
John 14:27
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of our salvation, how beautiful are those 
who bring good news and announce your peace. 
By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
help us to hear and believe your Word
and to show and tell this good news:
peace on earth and good will to all; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Based on Isaiah 52:7 and Luke 2:14

SCRIPTURE
These are the Revised Common Lectionary Readings for 
October 6, 2013, the 20th Sunday after Pentecost. 

Lam. 1:1–6
Lam. 3:19–26 or Ps. 137
2 Tim. 1:1–14
Luke 17:5–10

SERMON
If you choose to preach on one of the lectionary 
texts for the day, incorporate World Communion and 
Peacemaking themes.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Living God, giver of peace, lover of justice,
hear our prayer for the world that you so love.
Leaders are encouraged to consider current events and 

name specific situations and needs for prayer. 
We pray for Asia …
God of peace, hear our prayer.
We pray for Australia and the Pacific region …
God of peace, hear our prayer.
We pray for Europe …
God of peace, hear our prayer.
We pray for the Middle East and North Africa …
God of peace, hear our prayer.
We pray for North America, Central America, and  
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the Caribbean … 
God of peace, hear our prayer.
We pray for South America … 
God of peace, hear our prayer. 
We pray for Sub-Saharan Africa …
God of peace, hear our prayer. 
Local issues and other concerns may be  

mentioned here. 
God of peace, hear our prayer.
Living God, giver of peace, lover of justice,
receive these prayers and fulfill them
according to your purpose and promise—
justice, peace, and abundant life for all;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

CALL TO OFFERING
The words of Scripture promise us that
a harvest of justice is sown in peace 
for those who cultivate peace.
Based on James 3:18
With glad and generous hearts
let us offer our lives and labor to the Lord.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Holy One, receive these gifts
and use them to cultivate peace
in the world that you so love,
until the harvest is ready
and the hungry have their fill 
at the table you have prepared;
through Christ, the bread of life.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Hear these words from the prophet Isaiah:
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will make for  

all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines.
And God will remove from this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples;
God will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from  

all faces
and take away the disgrace of the people from 

the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day:

this is our God, our salvation;
this is the Lord for whom we have waited.
Let us be glad and rejoice!
Based on Isaiah 25:6–9

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy 
to give you thanks and praise,
loving God, creator and sustainer of all life.
You planted the first fields—
wheat, barley, rice, and maize—
and made us in your image 
to care for your creation. 
You fed your people in the wilderness 
with manna from heaven,
leading them to a land of milk and honey.
When human greed trampled the poor,
you spoke through the prophets,
calling us to worship you with justice and peace.
Then, in the fullness of time, 
you sent Jesus Christ, the living bread,
to lift up the oppressed and lowly 
and fill the hungry with good things.
Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with choirs of angels,
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
and with all the faithful of every time and place
who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh.
He taught us to share the abundance of your love,
feeding the multitude, eating with sinners  

and strangers,
offering his own body to save us,
and pouring out his life for the world.
When the risen Christ appeared to his disciples,
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he made himself known to them in the breaking  
of the bread.

Even now he sets the table for us,
inviting all to taste and see that you are good.
The Words of Institution are spoken during the  

Great Thanksgiving: 
We give you thanks that the Lord Jesus, 
on the night before he died, took bread, 
and after giving thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, 
we take from your creation this bread and this wine 
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you 
to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your 

service.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying, you destroyed our death,
Rising, you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

or

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine
that the bread we break and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood  

of Christ. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
and one with all who share this meal,
united in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be Christ’s body in the world.
Keep us faithful to Christ’s teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers,

sharing our goods with one another,
and giving our possessions to those who are in need,
so that all people may have their daily bread,
this day and every day.
Just as the grain, once scattered across the hills,
was gathered together in this loaf of bread,
gather your people from the ends of the earth, 
so that we may feast with you in glory
in the joy of your new creation.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory are yours, almighty God,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
After breaking the bread and pouring the cup, the 

minister says:
Jesus said: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for what is right,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Based on Matthew 5:6, 9

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, eternal God,
that you have fed us in this sacrament.
Fill us with a vision of your new creation,
where all may have life, and have it abundantly; 
through Jesus Christ, the bread of life. Amen.

BLESSING AND CHARGE
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. Alleluia.
A deacon or elder may lead the charge from the  

door of the church:
Go in peace
to do justice, 
love kindness,
and walk humbly with God. Amen.
Based on Micah 6:8
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AN INTERFAITH PRAYER FOR PEACE
Eternal God, Creator of the universe, there is no God 

but you. 
Great and wonderful are your works, wondrous are 

your ways. 
Thank you for the many-splendored variety of  

your creation. 
Thank you for the many ways 
we affirm your presence and purpose, 
and the freedom to do so. 
Forgive our violation of your creation. 
Forgive our violence toward each other. 
We stand in awe and gratitude for your persistent love 
for each and all of your children:
Christian, Jew, Muslim, 
as well as those with other faiths. 

Grant to all and our leaders attributes of the strong:
mutual respect in words and deed, 
restraint in the exercise of power, 
and the will for peace with justice, for all. 
Eternal God, Creator of the universe, there is  

no God but you.

This interfaith prayer for peace, found on the World 
Council of Churches website (www.oikumene.org) was 
written by Christian, Jewish, and Muslim clergy around 
the time of the 1991 Gulf War. 
www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-
programmes/interreligious-dialogue-and-cooperation/
interreligious-trust-and-respect/prayer-for-peace-by-
christian-jewish-and-muslim-clergy.html
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