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One Great Hour of Sharing2

WHAT IS THE ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING?

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

2010 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Receipts   $7,655,272

Expenses
Fundraising (5.7 percent)  $435,528
Shared Services charges  $382,668

Total Expenditures (10.7 percent of receipts) $818,196 

Disbursements (after expenses)
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance $2,196,133
Presbyterian Hunger Program $2,455,426
Self-Development of People $2,185,517

Total One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Disbursements   $6,837,076

A detailed list of grants and disbursements by each program area will be online by March 2012.

Immediately following World War II, Protestant churches in the U.S. made appeals 
for the relief and reconstruction of areas devastated by the war, primarily Europe 
and Asia. In 1949, the leaders of several denominations formed a committee to 
organize an appeal to support their churches’ separate campaigns. 

A program called One Great Hour was broadcast on March 26, 1949, over major 
networks and many independent stations. The broadcast closed with a request 
that listeners attend their local church the following morning and make a 
sacrificial contribution. No exact measure of receipts was possible, but it was 
estimated that more than 75,000 churches participated. 

The next year, the offering was repeated, using the name “One Great Hour of 
Sharing” for the first time. At times, One Great Hour of Sharing was coordinated 
with both the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Fund Appeal for Overseas Aid and the 
Jewish Passover Appeal. Free time and space were donated to this joint appeal 
through the Advertising Council.

From the beginning, this has been an ecumenical effort. As denominations 
changed and merged, One Great Hour of Sharing has varied from eight to 
29 participating communions. While each denomination allocates its gifts 
differently, all use their funds for ministries of disaster relief, refugee assistance 
and development aid. Today, projects supported by One Great Hour of Sharing 
are under way in more than 100 countries, including the United States and 
Canada. In recent years Presbyterians have given about $10 million annually.
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