
• After 10 years of war, with movements for
democratic change growing in the Arab
world and with the human and economic
costs of war becoming increasingly clear,
is it time to find a new way forward for
our church’s peace witness? 

• How can the PC(USA) hasten the day
when war is no longer considered an
acceptable or inevitable means for
resolving conflicts, and what are the best
means for providing protection and
security?

• How can Presbyterians help transform
complicated structures of injustice and
oppression and address the threat of
environmental degradation?

• How do we respond to the example of
Jesus and the nonviolent church of the first
three centuries after seventeen centuries
of trying to restrain violence through “just
war” categories? Is there a third way
between fight and flight?

• Is the PC(USA) now being called to
become a "peace church," not simply
opposing particular wars but affirming
nonviolence as a basic orientation toward
conflict — in our daily lives, in our
communities, and in our world? 

Imagine your congregation as a place where God’s people gather to
actively “discern peace.” Next, imagine hundreds of congregations doing the same
thing. Finally, imagine all of these voices together helping to shape the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)’s vision of peacemaking for years to come.

In response to eight presbytery overtures, the 219th General Assembly (2010) initiated a
churchwide discernment process to examine new directions for peacemaking and to
encourage every Presbyterian to be challenged by the nonviolent witness of Jesus Christ. 

Discernment is a powerful spiritual practice capable of opening us to the will and wisdom
of God and leading us into deep conversations with one another about the state of the world,
the costs of war, the needs of our country, and the calling of Christ’s church.

Here are some of the questions congregations are invited to consider:

An Invitation to Peace Discernment
Join the Conversation Taking Place across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
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Please join the PC(USA) Peace Discernment Process, individually or through your
congregation or presbytery. Visit www.pcusa.org/peace-discernment/ for downloadable
resources to guide your discernment and for an online response form to report your findings.



• Update the peace-related policies and
reinvigorate the peacemaking work of the
church, recognizing the major changes 
in the world since the influential
Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling,
a 1980 statement framed in the time of
the Cold War, the nuclear freeze
movement, increasing globalization, and
the end of the Vietnam War.

• Engage a wide range of Presbyterian
views, from the Just War and Just
Peacemaking traditions to nonviolence
and pacifism. 

• Ask Presbyterians to “meet the Prince of
Peace again, as if for the first time”; to
consider our personal stances toward
violence and war as part of discerning
what should be the shared, corporate
stance of the church.

• Gather responses from a participatory
process of discernment into a report to
the 221st General Assembly (2014). That
report, if approved, is to be shared with
the church for consideration prior to final
action at the 222nd General Assembly
(2016). 

Responding to eight overtures, the 219th General Assembly (2010) began a six-year 
process to:

Guide our
feet into the
way of peace.

• Encourage your congregation to form a
discernment group of people willing to
share their own experiences and study
the material together.

• Help organize a presbytery discernment
event with resource persons from local
colleges, seminaries, and military bases
and others engaged in peacemaking.
Consider a variety of  positions and hear
from several perspectives. 

• Support forming discernment groups at
local colleges with campus ministers and
faculty, some of whom may be invited to
attend a special convocation at Montreat
Conference Center January 18–20, 2013.

• Compare your work on current threats of
war, injustice, and security spending with
previous church positions and actions.
How does the church’s stance make a
difference?

• Consider writing your own reflections to
be posted for the wider church. The
online response form will have
opportunities for both concrete and
open-ended responses.

Background to the Peace Discernment Process
Encountering the Gospel of Peace Anew: An Invitation to Discernment and Witness

Ways to Be Involved in the Peace Discernment Process

–Luke 1:79


