
Participating in God’s Mission in 



 Since the first Century 

 Today, about 10% of the population – Orthodox, 
Catholic, Protestant; Arabs, Assyrians, Armenians, 
others. 

 Under the Assad government, Christians engaged 
in every aspect of Syrian life. 



 Since 1823 

 Planted churches, translated entire Bible into 
Arabic, established educational institutions 



Cornelius Van Dyck,  
Bible translator 

Daniel Bless, AUB 

Ben Weir 

Kenneth Bailey, NT 



 Since 1823 

 Planted churches, translated entire Bible into 
Arabic, established educational institutions 

 In 1956, the National Evangelical Synod of 
Syria and Lebanon was established.  

 The PC (USA) continues its partnership with 
the National Evangelical Synod & other 
churches and institutions. 









 Syria’s government system is dictatorial, even 
though it is secular with a parliament.  

 There are many factors and reasons for the 
conflict.  

 



 First protesters in March 2011 – small, mostly 
secular, intellectuals, liberals.  



 First protesters in March 2011 – small, mostly 
secular, intellectuals, liberals.  

 People took to the streets spontaneously, after 
an incident in Deraa – following the example of 
revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt. 

 The government’s response to the protests was 
brutal, but Assad also promised reforms. 



 Peaceful demonstrations were quickly hijacked 
by armed groups – Secular & Islamists 



 Several armed groups have been fighting 
against the government, including: 



The Free Syrian Army, a self-declared group of 
army defectors, remains the largest opposition 
group (supported by Turkey, Saudi Arabia, U.S., 
U.K., others). 



Syrian Liberation Front --
operates in the southeast of 
the country and espouses 
an Islamist ideology. 



Syrian Islamic Front -- operates in 
the northeast of the country and 
espouses an Islamist ideology. 



Jabhat al-Nusra -- a militant Islamic group, 
highly trained and organized.  
Pledged allegiance to Al-Qaeda.  
Many of their fighters come from Iraq and 
other countries. 



And 
 Al-Nusra Front 
 Ahrar al-Sham 
 Liwa al-Tawhid 
 Liwa al-Islam 
 Suqur al-Sham 
 Harakat Fajr al-Sham al-Islamiya 
 Harakat al-Nour al-Islamiya 
 Kataib Nour al-Din al-Zinki 
 Liwa al-Ansar 
 Tajammu Fastaqim Kama Ummirat - Aleppo 
 19th Division 

 



 





Who is responsible for the violence?  

 Most of what we hear is about the Syrian 
government’s brutality, but  

 The rebels have also terrorized the people – 
attacking churches, moderate Muslims, 
bombing civilian targets.  



What if the Assad regime falls? What next?  

 Rebel groups fight among themselves 

 chaos; failed state   

 Creation of a Sunni Islamic state governed by 
Sharia law?  

 Hostility toward minorities – Christian, Shiia, 
others 



 Many outside interests are interfering in Syria.  
Proxy war?  

 Russia, US, UK, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Turkey, Iran, Hezbollah, and China are 
supporting, funding, and/or arming different 
sides in the conflict. 

 



 

 
 111,000 casualties, including soldiers, rebel 

fighters, and civilians 

 Two million refugees 

 Four million internally displaced persons  







Displaced Syrian Christians gather at a 
church in the city of Fairouzeh. 



Displaced children gather at a Presbyterian 
church in Wadi al-Nasarah. 
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