
Call to Prayer after the Terror Attack at the Boston Marathon,  

April 15, 2013 
 

God of our life, whose presence sustains us in every circumstance,  

in the aftermath of terror and loss, we seek the grounding power of your love 

and compassion. We open our hearts in anger, sorrow and hope: that those 

who have been spared as well as those whose lives are changed forever may 

find solace, sustenance, and strength in the days of recovery and reflection 

that come.  
 

Once again, Holy One, we cry, how long, O Lord?  we wonder, when will it 

be enough?  We grieve the continued erosion of the fabric of our common 

life, the reality of fear that warps the common good. We pray in grief, 

remembering the lives that have been lost and maimed, in body or spirit.  
 

We ask for sustaining courage for those who are suffering; wisdom and 

diligence among agencies and individuals assessing threat and directing relief 

efforts; and for our anger and sorrow to unite in service to the establishment 

of a reign of peace, where the lion and the lamb may dwell together, and 

terror will not hold sway over our common life. 
 

In these days of shock and sorrow, open our eyes, our hearts, and our hands 

to the movements of your Spirit, who flows in us like the river whose streams 

makes glad the city of God, and the hearts of all who dwell in it, and in You. 
 

In the name of Christ, our healer and our Light, we pray,  Amen. 
 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Laurie Ann Kraus 

Coordinator, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

 

 

 

A prayer of confession for a people, and a people of God,  

from the poet T.S. Eliot, in Murder in the Cathedral 
 

Forgive us, O Lord, we acknowledge ourselves as type of the common 

throng, of the men and women who shut the door and sit by the fire; Who 

fear the blessing of God—the loneliness of the night of God, the surrender 

required, the deprivation inflicted; Who fear the hand at the window, the fire 

in the thatch, the fist in the tavern, the push into the canal...less than we fear 

the love of God.  We acknowledge our trespass, our weakness, our fault; We 

acknowledge that the sin of the world is upon our heads, that the blood of the 

martyrs and the agony of the saints is upon our heads.  Lord, have mercy 

upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  Amen.  

 

 

 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we 

will not fear, though the earth should change ... though the mountains shake 

in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the 

mountains tremble with its tumult.  Psalm 46:1-3 (NRSV)   

 

Gracious Lord, you are our refuge and strength, our very present help in 

trouble. With sadness and questions in our hearts, your Spirit prompts us in 

this hour to pray for our sisters and brothers in the wake of the tragedy in 

Boston. Comfort with your generous grace in a way only you can, Lord, 

those who lost their loved ones in the bomb explosions today, those who are 

trying to connect with their loved ones, and those who are injured. 

Strengthen first responders, medical personnel, and other authorities as they 

work through the day and night to come to the aid of many. Pierce the heart 

and soul of the perpetrator(s) of this act of violence. Forgive that 

individual(s) for they know not what they do.     

 

Incline your ear to us, loving Lord, for we seek you, we plead to you to come 

to our aid, to hear our pleas and petitions for peace, for we long and groan for 

the day when the wolf will lay down with the lamb, where there will be no 

more bombs, no more loss, no more blood. Unite us as a human community, 

where neighbor loves neighbor, where our relating to each other is not 

through fear or violence, but through our common life, for in you and from 

you we live, and move and have our being.    

    

In your strong love, hold us close to your heart. Anchor us in your love and 

secure us in your peace which surpasses all our understanding but which 

gives us the very confidence that in a Good Friday world, we are an Easter 

people, living in and with the power, possibilities and promise of your risen 

son, Jesus Christ. In his Name and for his sake, we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer by the Rev. Neal D. Presa 

Moderator, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 


