
In early 2011, the people of South Sudan voted to separate from the Khartoum-based 
government of Sudan and form an independent country. The referendum was 
part of a 2005 peace accord that ended decades of civil war. The civil war 
created a huge number of internally displaced people, with over 2 million 
seeking refuge in the north around the Sudanese capital of Khartoum 
alone. First with the signing of the comprehensive peace agreement 
and then with the referendum vote on southern independence 
in January 2011, people have moved back to the south in large 
numbers. There is great hope for South Sudan, which came into 
existence in July of 2011.  But there are also many challenges for 
this fledgling nation and its people continue to face difficulties 
with security as well as with access to food, education and health 
care.  The Presbyterian Church of South Sudan (PCOSS) serves a 
large part of South Sudan and has its headquarters in Malakal.  
RECONCILE is a partner engaged in peace building and conflict 
transformation with PCOSS, and other ecumenical partners. The 
Sudanese Presbyterian Evangelical Church, which has its origins 
in the north of Sudan, is beginning to set up its structures in South 
Sudan.  The PCOSS operates primary and secondary schools, a Bible 
school, health clinics, a pharmacy, bookshops, and youth, women’s work, 
mission and evangelism, and education departments.  The years of civil war 
left South Sudan’s infrastructure in ruins, but the region is home to abundant 
natural resources and many faithful people.  The PC (USA) is working with Sudanese 
partners to help South Sudan maximize the promise of independence and improve the 
plight of the people.

South Sudan
Partner with Presbyterian World Mission in

Responding to the needs of our long-time Presbyterian partners, Presbyterian World Mission has made our work in South 
Sudan a priority. Since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed in 2010, eight new mission co-workers have been 
assigned to South Sudan, another mission co-worker moved there from Sudan and one has just moved from Cameroon. 
Although their ministries are diverse, all of them share a common commitment to strengthening the witness of God’s 
presence through our partner church and making a transformational impact on the lives of the people. It’s a place where 
Presbyterian World Mission is pursuing work in all three of our critical global initiatives. They include:
•  Addressing the root causes of poverty. We seek to empower people through education and through Community 

Health Evangelism, a program that unites evangelism, discipleship and community development. It allows communities 
themselves to decide their priorities for development.

•  Sharing the good news of God’s love through Jesus Christ. In addition to working with our partner church in Community 
Health Evangelism, we are strengthening the outreach of our partner churches by helping them train new ministers. These 
fast growing churches are experiencing a severe clergy shortage.

•  Engaging in ministries of reconciliation. Through our partnership with the ecumenical group RECONCILE, we are 
working for peace among rival ethnic groups. South Sudan needs peace within its borders so that it can achieve success as 
a nation and so that its people can fully experience the life Christ wants for them.

Support your mission co-workers in South Sudan



Rev. Debbie Blane
Debbie is a lecturer in theology at the new Malakal campus of the Nile Theological College (NTC). NTC
is an interdenominational theological institution serving the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan, the 
Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church, and other denominations. The work of this college is nurturing
skilled leaders for the growth of the church and amplifying the voice of the gospel throughout the
country. On approaching the college, signs of poverty are everywhere. Within the community there are
people who crawl on the streets and sidewalks because their limbs are so deformed that they cannot
stand up. Perhaps their families bring them to beg every day, or maybe they live on the streets, waiting
to die. This is a place with no social safety net. But it is a place that God has chosen for a college that
teaches how to serve in the context of grinding poverty, while also being in a context where ministry will
take place. We are the poor, the African, the Arab, the hurt, and the wounded, and we are in ministry to
the same. We are learning how to serve God by caring for each of us. E200453, D507517

Sharon Curry 
“In a place where evil seemed triumphant, one person’s goodness had saved my life, had given me
hope in a place where there was none.” This quote is from a man who was interned in a WWII
concentration camp as a boy. A girl handed him an apple through the fence and repeated the gesture
for several days. Her small acts of kindness gave him hope to love. Sharon, a Community Health
Evangelism Facilitator, seeks to extend a ray of hope. Sharon works with the Presbyterian Church of
Sudan in Community Health Evangelism, an initiative that brings people together around priorities of
evangelism, community development, and discipleship. “Working with South Sudanese partners, we
can participate in God’s plans and build a future in a land that has been denied hope for so long,” Sharon
says. E200488, D507555

Jacob and Aliamma George
Jacob and Aliamma teach at Giffen Institute of Theology in Malakal. Jacob teaches Bible and
preaching and Aliamma teaches health-related subjects. They also are involved in Community
Health Evangelism, a program that seeks to transform individuals and communities by integrating
community-based development, evangelism and discipleship. “I believe the gospel can change
communities and eventually the nation,” Jacob says. Before entering mission service, the Georges, who
are natives of India, lived in Houston, Texas, where Jacob served as a pastor for 32 years and Aliamma
worked as a nurse. Both of them grew up with parents who were evangelists in southern India.   
E200480, D507544

Nancy McGaughey 
Nancy began her work with the Murle people as a Community Health Facilitator in November of 2012.
She is partnering with the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan (PCOSS) in working with women in
the church. Her primary focus is Community Health Evangelism (CHE). CHE is a holistic ministry
strategy that integrates evangelism, discipleship, and church planting with community health and
development. She is also working with Interchurch Medical Assistance World Health (IMAWH) to
strengthen the government health system in Pibor County. She works alongside the staff to make sure
they have what they need to provide basic health services to the community and the skills needed to
perform their jobs. MI910021, D502951
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Rev. Shelvis and Rev. Nancy Smith-Mather
After decades of civil war, South Sudan became an independent country on July 9, 2011. Shelvis and
Nancy work with RECONCILE, (Resource Center for Civil Leadership), an indigenous ecumenical
Christian organization, which promotes “peace-building.” RECONCILE provides training in trauma
recovery, conflict transformation, and civic education in areas of high inter-ethnic conflict. Please
pray God will heal the people of South Sudan so they can build a peaceful nation. Please pray for the
RECONCILE staff as they train leaders and for Nancy and Shelvis as they work with the RECONCILE
Peace Institute and seek to be ambassadors for Christ carrying out God’s ministry of reconciliation. 
E200316, D507554

Leisa ToniAnn Wagstaff
After nearly 30 years as a mission co-worker, Leisa has accepted a new assignment in her fifth African
country, South Sudan. While in college, she visited what is now South Sudan and experienced a call
to global mission and fell in love with Africa. Leisa will help the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan
(PCOSS) strengthen its educational ministry by accompanying them in strategic planning, developing
in-service teacher training programs, and nurturing community participation in education. Statistics
show that 70% of children between the ages of six and seventeen have never set foot inside a classroom,
only 25% of the school age population is enrolled in school, and almost 90% of teachers are untrained.
She invites everyone to share in this ministry. E200501, D504924

To support mission workers  
with your financial gift:

• go to presbyterianmission.org/give 
• call (800) 728.7228, ext. 5611 
• send a check to 
 PC(USA) 
 P.O. Box 643700 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 
(congregations may mail to your normal receiving site,  
which is usually your presbytery)

To support the general sending and support 
needs of mission p ersonnel: 

(World Mission will use your gift where it can make  
the greatest impact) 
• On the check’s memo line simply write E132192 
•  To support specific mission co-workers, simply write 

their name on the memo line of the check.

Presbyterian World Mission brings God’s global family together to heal the wounds  
of poverty and violence and proclaim God’s saving love in Jesus Christ.

presbyterianmission.org/worldmission
Connect with a mission worker at presbyterianmission.org/missionconnections


