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WORDS OF GATHERING 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION     Howard Thurman 
ONE: Lord, open unto me 
 

Open unto me — light for my darkness. 
Open unto me — courage for my fear. 
Open unto me — hope for my despair. 
Open unto me — peace for my turmoil. 
Open unto me — joy for my sorrow. 
Open unto me — strength for my weakness. 
Open unto me — wisdom for my confession. 
Open unto me — forgiveness for my sins. 
Open unto me — love for my hates. 
Open unto me — thy Self for my self. 

 
Lord, Lord, open unto me! 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
HYMN PH # 363  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 
 
SCRIPTURE                    Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 27:45-50 
 
PRAYER OF LAMENT (In Unison)           based on Psalm 13 
How long, O Lord? Will you forget us forever? How long will you hide your face from us? 
How long must we bear pain in our souls, and have sorrow in our hearts all day long? How 
long shall our enemies be exalted over us? 
Consider and answer us, O Lord my God! Give light to our eyes, or we will sleep the sleep of 
death, 
and our enemies will say, “We have prevailed”; our foes will rejoice because we are shaken. 
But we trusted in your steadfast love; our hearts shall rejoice in your salvation. 
We will sing to the Lord, because God has dealt bountifully with us. 

 
SCRIPTURE                     Psalm 82; Amos 7:7-8 
 
PRAYER FOR REPENTENCE (In Unison) 
Gracious God,  
in Jesus Christ you teach us to love our neighbors, 
but we build dividing walls of hostility. 
You show us how to love one another as sisters and brothers 
but we hide ourselves from our own human family. 
You ask us to seek out the stranger and welcome the guest, 
but we lock ourselves up inside our own fear. 
You want us to share your abundant gifts with the poor, 
but we cling tightly to our possessions and our privilege. 
You call us to proclaim good news to all people, 
but we waste our words and hide our light. 



Have mercy on us, loving God. 
Forgive our sin, open our hearts, and change our lives. 
By your Spirit, make us holy and whole— 
one people, united in faith, hope, and love; 
through Jesus Christ, our reconciler and redeemer.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE           Isaiah 58:6-11; Luke 6:17-19 
 
PRAYER FOR HEALING  (In Unison; a capella)     “There is a Balm in Gilead” 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin-sick soul. 
 
Some times I feel discouraged, 
And think my work's in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit 
Revives my soul again. 
 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin-sick soul. 
 
If you can't preach like Peter, 
If you can't pray like Paul, 
Just tell the love of Jesus, 
And say He died for all. 
 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin-sick soul. 

 
SCRIPTURE          Luke 10:25-37 
 
PRAYER FOR BUILDING COMMUNITY              O. Eugene Pickett 
ONE: For the expanding grandeur of Creation, 

worlds known and unknown, 
galaxies beyond galaxies, 
filling us with awe and challenging our imaginations: 

ALL: We give thanks this day. 
ONE: For this fragile planet earth, 

its times and tides, its sunsets and seasons: 
ALL: We give thanks this day. 
ONE: For the joy of human life, 

its wonders and surprises, its hopes and achievements: 
ALL: We give thanks this day. 

ONE: For our human community, 
our common past and future hope, 
our oneness transcending all separation, 
our capacity to work for peace and justice in the midst of hostility and oppression: 

ALL: We give thanks this day. 



ONE: For high hopes and noble causes, for faith without fanaticism, 
for understanding of views not shared: 

ALL: We give thanks this day. 

ONE: For all who have labored and suffered for a fairer world, 
who have lived so that others might live in dignity and freedom: 

ALL: We give thanks this day. 
ONE: For human liberty and sacred rites; 

for opportunities to change and grow, to affirm and choose: 
ALL: We give thanks this day. 

We pray that we may live not by our fears but by our hopes, 
not by our words but by our deeds. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER (In Unison) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE                     Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
WORDS OF SENDING-OUT 
 
HYMN PH #362  “I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry”  
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