
Presbyterian World Mission in Guatemala
Guatemala is the most populous and the most industrialized country 
in Central America.  It is also by far the country with the highest 
percentage of indigenous population. The Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) works in partnership with the Center for Pastoral Studies 
of Central America (CEDEPCA) and the National Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Guatemala (IENPG).  Presbyterians 
have been sharing the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ 
in Guatemala for more than 100 years. Nineteen PC(USA) 
presbyteries and local churches are in partnership with 
Guatemalan churches and organizations.  Presbyterian World 
Mission, working alongside Guatemalan partners, engages in 
ministries that promote  evangelism, women’s empowerment, 
leadership development (especially among the indigenous 
peoples), theological education, literacy, and disaster assistance.
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Responding to the needs of our Guatemalan partners, 
Presbyterian World Mission has made our work in 
this country a priority. All of our mission co-workers 
in Guatemala share a common commitment to 
strengthening the witness of God’s presence through 
our partners and making a transformational impact 
in the lives of the people.  Guatemala is a place where 
Presbyterian World Mission is pursuing work in all three 
of our critical global initiatives. They include:

     •  Addressing the root causes of poverty, especially  
as it impacts women and children; 

     •  Sharing the good news of God’s love through  
Jesus Christ; and  

     •  Working for reconciliation amidst cultures of 
violence.  



Amanda Craft and Omar Chan Giron
As regional liaisons for Mexico and Guatemala, Amanda Craft and Omar Chan Giron serve as facilitators 
of PC(USA) support for partner programs, relationships, and activities and as implementers of the 
Presbyterian World Mission strategy. They support PC(USA) mission personnel by sharing information, 
mentoring/guiding and encouraging missiological reflection.  “Accompanying partners in God’s mission is 
a significant privilege,” say Amanda and Omar.  E200512, D507508

Rev. Philip Beisswenger and Bacilia Beisswenger
Philip and Bacilia nurture the longstanding partnership that exists between the Presbyterian Church 
of Guatemala and the PC(USA). They help coordinate and plan visits by groups from the United States, 
arranging for work projects and the building of covenant relationships between the presbyteries and 
churches of both countries.  E200426, D507541

Marcia Towers
Marcia works in a disaster relief ministry with the Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies in Central 
America, an interdenominational agency.  “My job allows me the grace of seeing transformation in people 
who are excited about living purposeful lives and being God’s faithful servants in difficult settings,” Marcia 
says.  MI910054, D506977

Leslie Vogel 
As the Intercultural Encounters Facilitator, Leslie serves as a team member for the Evangelical Center 
for Pastoral Studies of Central America’s (CEDEPCA) Intercultural Encounter program.  The program 
offers churches, theological seminaries, and universities the opportunity to discover Guatemala in all its 
diversity, beauty and complexity.  Through immersion and work projects, people from the U.S. are able to 
experience the everyday life of Guatemala, and work alongside local communities.  E200483, 
D507562

Richard and Debbie Welch
Richard and Debbie serve as educational consultants, working with Guatemala’s indigenous people.  
Together with the National Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Guatemala and its presbyteries, they 
strive to increase access to primary, vocational, and theological education opportunities.  “We, as well as 
our partner church, believe that education is one path out of the crushing poverty that affects so many 
indigenous people of this beautiful country,” Richard and Debbie say.  “Through several years of volunteer 
service to this partnership, we’ve gained a deep appreciation of the importance church leaders place on 
the need for theological education for indigenous pastors.”  E200505, D507571

To support mission workers  
with your financial gift:

• go to www.pcusa.org/give 
• call (800) 728.7228, ext. 5611 
• send a check to 
 PC(USA) 
 P.O. Box 643700 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 
(congregations may mail to your normal receiving site,  
which is usually your presbytery)

To support the general sending and support 
needs of Mission Personnel: 

(World Mission will use your gift where it can make  
the greatest impact) 
• On the check’s memo line simply write E132192 
•  To support specific mission co-workers, simply write 

their name on the memo line of the check.

Presbyterian World Mission brings God’s global family together 
to heal the wounds of poverty and violence and proclaim God’s 
saving love in Jesus Christ.

pcusa.org/worldmission
Connect with a mission worker at pcusa.org/missionconnections

Meet your mission co-workers


