
Springtime in Belfast 
 

I hope that this update finds everyone 
doing very well and getting all geared up 
and ready for Easter! I also hope that it 
has been a nice and special Holy Week 
for all. Since, my last update, wonderful 
things have been continuing to happen 
here in Belfast, Northern Ireland. In 
February, we all went on a YAV (young 
adult volunteer) retreat to the North Coast 
of Northern Ireland. It was a chance for all 
7 of us volunteers to get away together, 
catch up, and experience a new part of 
the country. We really enjoyed the north 
coast and also visited the Corrymeela 
Community which is Northern Ireland’s 
leading peace building organization. The community is also dedicated to helping 
foster reconciliation throughout Ireland (http://www.corrymeela.org/). We really 
enjoyed our time visiting the community and I really admired and respected the 
mission and ethos of the organization.  

 
On our retreat we also traveled to 
Londonderry, also referred to as 
Derry and we learned the history 
and got the privilege of seeing 
firsthand, the devastation and pain 
caused by the atrocious event 
referred to as Bloody Sunday. On 
that day, on January 30th, 1972, 26 
unarmed civil rights protesters and 
innocent bystanders were shot by 
soldiers of the British Army during a 
civil rights march. The implications 
of this day were great and the day 
remains one of the most significant 

events during the Troubles. It was a very eye-opening experience and was 
particularly a moving visit because a former member of the IRA, now dedicated 
to working for peace, gave us a full tour of the city and a full history of what 
happened on that fateful day. He himself was there during the peace rally when 
the firing occurred. It truly was a privilege being able to experience and learn 
more about a piece of Northern Ireland’s complex and deep rooted history.  
 

http://www.corrymeela.org/


Easter is such an exciting and joyous time! On Monday, all of the YAVs attended 
a Catholic mass at a Benedictine Monastery and I found the visit there amazing. 
We were able to talk to one of the monks after the service and it was very 
insightful seeing how the monastery celebrates Holy Week. Garnerville 
Presbyterian Church is also gearing up for Easter time and this week in particular 
we are all busy at work putting together different Holy Week celebrations. For 
example, on Palm Sunday, we had an evening service where we invited 2 other 
churches to attend. We incorporated different forms of worship into the service 
including dance, song, meditations, drama, and video. Our hope was that people 
in the congregation could try to relate to what those on the actual day that Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem may have experienced. Tonight, on Maundy Thursday, we 
are having a Passover meal and are gathering as a church to recreate a 
traditional Passover feast. On Saturday evening we are having a lock-in with our 
youth group and will wake up early for the 6 a.m. Easter sunrise service! We are 
looking forward to these very joyous occasions. Looking even more towards the 
coming weeks, I will be preaching on May 1st and am very excited about the 
opportunity but am also incredibly nervous! I hope and pray that the Holy Spirit 
works right through me and that the message is able to touch the congregation’s 
hearts. 
 
At Garnerville we have recently created a fundraising committee in order to come 
up with creative ways of earning additional fundsfor the church. We have started 
a church book store where people can bring in any books, CDs, or DVDs, and 
anyone can buy them for just one pound! Also, we are busy planning for a table 
quiz and silent auction that will take place on May 10th. The evening should be an 
evening full of fun, laughter, entertainment, and good company. 
 
At Knocknagoney Primary School, the students have been working very hard and 
very diligently on planning and rehearsing for the musical, The Wizard of Oz. The 
school held performances last week and we took our church elderly group, called 
the Friendly Club, last Wednesday to enjoy the performance. The students were 
incredible and worked so very hard! The school and community center now have 
two weeks off for Easter. The students have earned a very well deserved and 
much needed break! 
 
It has been an incredible couple of months in Northern Ireland and I continue to 
be blown away at the amazing privilege and blessing it is for me to be here. I am 
so thankful and blessed by every single one of you and I am so fortunate to have 
such incredible and undying support. I thank you all for everything and for all of 
your prayers. Please know that I hold you all every single day in my thoughts and 
prayers. I pray that I make my dear church, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
proud and that I do the Will of God to the best of my ability. Thank you all again 
and Happy, Happy Easter! 



 
Much love and many blessings, 

Adrienne Stanley 
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astanley@trinity.edu 

 
 


