
   Valentine’s Day in Belfast  
  
 I hope that this update finds everyone doing 
very well! I also hope that everyone had a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year’s! It is hard to believe that 
time continues to move so swiftly by and that it is 
already the middle of February. Christmas time in 
Belfast was a wonderful and very special time for me. 
I felt so much generosity and love from everyone at 
Garnerville Presbyterian Church and was 
overwhelmed with the outreach that I felt. I felt so 
loved and really appreciated everyone’s concern that 
perhaps Christmas is a difficult time to be away from 
home. On Christmas Eve and on Christmas day, I 
spent the time with our Pastor Peter and his lovely 
family. We had such a nice time and it was a real 
privilege feeling like I was a part of his family and I 
really enjoyed celebrating Christmas in a loving 
home.  
 Following the immense excitement of Christmas, it took a couple of weeks 
for life to return back to a normal routine. I have been engaging in different 
activities and tasks that stretch me as a person and help me to move more out of 

my comfort zone. For example, several 
weeks ago I led a small church worship 
service at a local nursing home (Belmont 
Care Home.) I was very nervous but 
absolutely loved the experience! I enjoyed 
meeting the men and women and am hoping 
to continue to return many more times to the 
nursing home. At our youth fellowship 
group, we made Valentine’s Day cards for 
the residents at the nursing home and 
another leader and I delivered them for 

Valentine’s Day. The residents of the nursing home loved the cards and it was 
really nice to feel that I am beginning to form a relationship with some of the men 
and women.  
 I also have joined the Garnerville church choir! This is a huge step for me 
because….well…I cannot really sing! However, I joined for the fellowship and 
relationships of the other choir members and I have really been enjoying it so far. I 

At our Sunday School Christmas party, 
I am sitting on the knee of “Santa” 

(one of the elderly men of the church!) 
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also love that no matter how poorly I sing, no one judges me, and most importantly 
it is an act of worship to God. It has been such a great experience so far!  
 The Knocknagoney Community Center and Knocknagoney Primary School 
have been doing well and thriving. I continue to enjoy helping with the “mums and 
tots” group and always look forward to spending time with the moms and their 
toddlers from the local community. Also, the after school clubs at the primary 
school have been successful and it has been good to continue to get to know the 
students that attend the small school. It is also good that the kids have activities to 
attend after school in a safe and healthy environment. Last Friday at the school I 
led a school assembly. It was my second school assembly to lead this year and I 
hope that the students really enjoyed it. We discussed Valentine’s Day and about 
Jesus’ constant and unconditional love for all of us.    
 The Sunday School at Garnerville recently got a new head leader in January 
so it has been seeing lots of exciting changes. The Sunday School, called “FOG” 
(friends of God), is undergoing a complete makeover! New games, curriculum, 
structure, and crafts are taking place! It is a very exciting time for the Sunday 
School and it is really enjoyable for all of the leaders to be a part of it. Today, in 
fact, three of us leaders are attending a seminar on children and youth ministries. 
We are hoping to learn a lot and to develop new and exciting ideas for the children. 
In April, we are throwing the first “Kids’ Day Out” as a fundraiser for the Sunday 
School. It will be a Saturday filled with games, soccer tournaments, face painting, 
and movies. We are hoping that it will be a success and that the children will really 
enjoy the day of fun. If you would like to learn more about our Sunday School visit 
http://www.garnerville.org/churchlife/fog.php.  
 This year, Garnerville is participating in the E100 Bible Reading Challenge, 
which allows for the Bible to be read in 7 months. We are participating in this 
challenge as a congregation and are discussing each week’s stories and lessons in 
the sermon, in youth fellowship, and Sunday School. Each week, there are 5 short 
assigned readings. The challenge is also useful because it gives individuals a 
chance to have a set devotional daily with God. The first week of the challenge 
begins with the story of creation and then goes through the 
entire Bible. It has been a wonderful idea so far for the church 
and hopefully it will continue to strengthen the congregation as 
a faith and spiritual community.  
 From February 21st- 23rd all of the young adult volunteers 
are attending a retreat at the North Coast. It will be such a nice 
time to reflect on recent times and to have fellowship with the 
other volunteers. Since we all work at different sites and have 
very different schedules, it is typically hard to all meet up 
together. It will be a very enjoyable time for the 7 of us to share 
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stories, insights, and just to relax together. I am looking forward to it!   
 Everyone at Westminster Presbyterian Church continues to be in my 
thoughts and prayers. The undying support, in every way, that I continually receive 
from my church home is unbelievable. I cannot adequately express my thanks and 
appreciation. I miss you all very much and think of Westminster all the time. 
Thank you for everything and thank you for taking the time to read my latest 
update! I look forward to returning home in the end of July. Take care and 
blessings to all of you! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Adrienne Stanley  

 
 

 
astanley@trinity.edu 

11 Bathgate Drive 
BT4 2BA 

Belfast, Northern Ireland 
 
 
 
 

In Donegal on a young adult retreat in 
November…we are on a walk in the cold! 
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