
Christmas Season in Belfast  
 
It is hard to believe that it is nearly Christmas! Time is flying by so quickly and I hope that 

all of my dear friends and family are doing very well and are very happy! I am truly missing 
everyone at home but as time moves on, I am continuing to find myself more and more at home 
in Belfast. My second church home at Garnerville Presbyterian Church never ceases to amaze 
me! We are having a busy time of year filled with countless Christmas activities and functions. 
We are currently preparing and practicing for the church nativity play which will be performed 
the Sunday before Christmas (I am an angel in the play). The church Sunday school, youth 
fellowship, bowling club, child’s play group, and the Girls’ Brigade are all partaking in countless 
Christmas activities and parties. For example, on Saturday December 18th we are taking the 
youth fellowship group to “The Bethlehem Experience,” an interactive recreation of the village 
of Bethlehem at the time of Christ’s birth. We hope that it will be a time of fun, fellowship, and 
spiritual learning and growth for all.  

I have so enjoyed getting to know and strengthen my relationships with the youth in the 
congregation and enjoyed throwing a girls’ Christmas party for the young teenage girls last week 
at my apartment. We had a blast and every time 
our youth group gets together I feel that we 
become a stronger, more cohesive group. During 
my time thus far in Belfast, I feel myself being 
stretched and challenged in countless ways such 
as when I lead the “All Ages Time” during the 
service, plan youth fellowship talks, lead 
Scripture time during Girls’ Brigade, and when I 
help plan and organize various youth events and 
games. Both consciously and unconsciously, I 
know that daily I am growing in immeasurable 
ways. I hope and pray that I continue to grow as 
a leader and as a strong Christian woman. 
Garnerville has continued to welcome and love 
me and as time passes by I am falling in love with not only the amazing congregation but also, 
the mission and Christ-centeredness of the church.  

In addition to the business and excitement happening at the church, both the primary 
school and community center are also buzzing with 
the Christmas spirit. At the school I help lead both 
the active club and the JAFFA club (Jesus a friend 
for all) and have continued getting to know the 
children in the small community school. I also am 
continuing to help within the community center. I 
have learned in my short time here that the 
community in which I work, Knocknagoney, is a 
close knit community that is filled with 
extraordinary people with fascinating stories and 

experiences. However, the community is one filled 
with much history and pain and is a low socio-
economic community. Our goal is to show the love 

of Christ to the men, women, and children of the 
community and to establish unity amongst the two churches, school, and community center 
within Knocknagoney. It is extremely challenging, however, because most of the families in the 
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estate have negative sentiments towards any sort of religion or church. Therefore, they have no 
desire or urge to attend any church services or events. We are now trying to go out to them and 
build genuine and loving relationships and it is through these relationships that Christ is seen. 
For example, I never would have guessed that showing up twice a week to “mums and tots” at 
the community center and sitting with the children and moms and helping clean up would have 
helped form the beginning of several 
relationships. Now, four months after I initially 
arrived, whenever I walk around in the 
community I am sure to see someone I know. 
Not only do I recognize people but I also wave at 
those around me and often we stop and have a 
nice chat. As a church and as followers of Christ, 
we truly are engaging in a form of cross cultural 
mission in reaching out within the 
Knocknagoney community, and sometimes it is a 
bit intimidating and daunting. However, amidst 
all of the initial fear and awkwardness it is so 
encouraging to see signs of progress. I am so 
excited and hopeful to see what God has in store 
for the Knocknagoney community in the future. 

On December 5th, Garnerville Presbyterian Church and Knocknagoney Church of Ireland 
held a joint carol service for the people within the Knocknagoney community. We prayed that 
people from the community would come to the service and a time of fellowship and food was 
offered prior to the carol service. The choir from Knocknagoney Primary School came to perform 
and it was so inspiring to see several parents from the community there. It is exciting to see the 
two churches working together and to see community outreach taking place.  

 I also have absolutely loved working with the elderly men and women that I have met. 
One of my favorite events that I help with is on Thursday mornings when caregivers bring elderly 
homebound individuals together to a center and we all sit, have tea and snacks, and fellowship 
together. It is such a delightful time and for most of them, it is the only time during the week 
when they leave their homes. They often have different activities for the elderly such as arm 
chair aerobics, knitting, or other small crafts. I feel privileged to have the opportunity to work 
with individuals of all ages and have found within myself, a 
genuine passion for working with senior citizens. Many have 
unbelievable stories and I continually find myself sitting and 
listening in awe to their remarkable experiences; many of their 
stories include tales from the Troubles that took place several 
decades ago. 

Many exciting and incredible things are taking place here 
in Belfast and I feel truly honored to be here and be a part of it 
all. I cannot believe how quickly time is passing by and I am so 
eager to see what God has in store for the next several months. I 
think about Westminster, my friends, and my very special family 
so often and am eternally grateful for all of the invaluable lessons I have learned from them. 
Thank you for all of your prayers and support and please keep Knocknagoney community as well 
as Garnerville Presbyterian Church in your prayers. You all will continue to be in mine  
Blessings ….and MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

Lots of love,  
Adrienne Stanley 
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