
Well, I continue to learn and grow and ad-

just to life in Northern Ireland.  My room-

mates and I have sorted out our schedules 

and relationships.  I am developing some 

really good friendships.  I went to two 

‘residentials’ with the youth, which really 

impacted me.  And I had a great Christmas 

with my ‘Malawi family’, the Kerrs.  In this 

issue I will again share some journal entries, 

which I hope you enjoy.    God is good, and 

close and growing me and using me, and I 

am very thankful. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wintertime in Northern Ireland  

In my most recent fund-

raising report, through De-

cember,  I have $ 7,400 out 

of the required $9,000, so 

far. I am SO THANKFUL 

to each one of you for your 

support and encourage-

ment, and for making this 

experience possible.  

 

 

Moses Dimmock 

LESOTHO-AMERICAN BOY IN 

THE EMERALD ISLE 

News from Moses,  

YAV to Northern Ireland 

THANKS TO MY SUPPORT TEAM! 
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Glengormley Church 

Christmas morning at the 

Kerr’s house.  Their hospi-

tality was so appreciated! 

This African boy is 

seriously COLD! 

Temple Patrick Presbyterian Church — 

where Richard Kerr is pastor 

Tobogganing on Christmas morning.  I 

was the cheerleader... 



     A „residential‟ is similar to a getaway 
held during summer camps or by a non-
profit organization. I did one when I was 
working with the Salvation Army in 
North Carolina, one summer. The one I 
did here in Northern Ireland was differ-
ent in that it was set up specifically for 
intercultural community work for 
“embracing change” between Catholic 
and Protestants children. Doing this 
sort of thing is 
something that I 
have been look-
ing forward to 
being a part of -
-  helping those 
working for rec-
onciliation and 
peace. This 
residential con-
sisted of the 
group of youth I 
work with going 
down to an area called Drumshamo, 
Belfast. For our youth, going some 
place different from their own is not 
something they get to experience very 
often. Drumshamo is a small town in 
the Republic of Ireland. We left on Fri-
day by bus and met up with various 
groups from there and a place called 
Omagh. The weekend consisted of 
different activities that kept us busy. 
First of all we did various ice-breaker 
activities, then had a talk on diversity. 
Most of the youth found the talk very 
interesting, but others less so. After the 

talk, all the counselors gathered the kids 
to get ready for bed. Once bed time 
came, which took a while for the youth to 
settle down due to all the excitement, it 
gave me a chance to reflect on the day. I 
was intrigued by seeing the youth I 
worked with interacting and integrating 
with others. It is always nice for me to 
see various interactions from people of 
different backgrounds of faith. After all 

the reflection 
and a good rest 
it was on to a 
new day. The 
next day the 
plan for the kids 
was to do an art 
workshop, play 
football with this 
man from the 
Republic of Ire-
land football 
association and 

attend a disco in the evening. Each 
group was supposed to take turns with 
the events but it didn‟t quite work that 
way. My group started off playing football 
with the guy from the FAI, and never got 
around to trading off with the girls doing 
art, because they didn‟t want to! After a 
late lunch everyone chilled out for the 
rest of the afternoon. Then, after dinner, 
the moment most of the youth had been 
waiting for came:  the disco. It was a 
great occasion especially seeing every-
one so happy and having a good time. 
The memories popped up for me when I 
was their age, seeing some of the boys 
being shy in wanting to dance with the 
girls. After the disco finished it was off to 
bed. The next day we got to go to a coal 
mine museum. It was interesting be-
cause I had never been and since hear-
ing about the amazing escape of Chilean 
miners it was nice to see what they do 
for a living. The tour was done in a great 
way in two groups going different times. 
My group went first into this mountain 
that was dynamited part way. It was very 
intriguing being in there and seeing what 
sorts of things were done. I got a little bit 
claustrophobic in the small spaces we 
walked through. What I found the most 
interesting is the darkness miners have 

to deal with when going to different areas 
where things could get dangerous. The 
experience was a truly humbling one in 
seeing the life-taking risks miners take 
every day in their work for helping society 
run smoothly. I have a lot of respect for 
them, doing what I cannot imagine doing 
myself.  Once all the groups did the tour it 
was back to the center for the last activi-
ties before we left. One of the last activi-
ties was going on a boat ride and fishing. I 
chose fishing with some of the youth and 
two other counselors.  But the weather 
was too cold and we had no luck catching 
anything. Yet, it turned into a very signifi-
cant moment as „mixed kids‟ and the 
counselors interacted with each other.  
One of the counselors said to me that it 
was a moment for him to treasure for a 
long time interacting with a kid from a 
Catholic area. It was a priceless moment 
that words couldn‟t describe especially 
since he came from a Protestant area and 
had long been told not to associate with 
them. I was in awe of seeing God at work 
building bridges on the long road toward 
peace. Once we were done fishing it was 
on to the last art workshop. Then back to 
the center to pack up and head back to 
Belfast.  I found it strange because I didn‟t 
really get a chance to hang out with some 
of the others from different groups as 
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Journal Entries Part 2:  My First ‘Residentials’  

This residential was 

set up  for 

intercultural  

community work for 

“embracing change” 

between Catholic 

and Protestants 

children. This is 

something I have 

been looking 

forward to being a 

part of --  helping 

work for 

reconciliation and 

peace.  



much as I would like — but hanging 
out with my group was sure a great 
experience.   
     The next residential took place in 
Belfast with groups coming to us from 
Ireland. For some of them, it was their 
first time to come to Belfast, which 
was nice to see. The weekend was 
set up similar to the one we did before 
in Drumshamo. When the groups ar-
rived at the hosting center on Friday 
night I was caught by surprised in the 
way some of the youth recognized me 
and greeted me with appreciation, 
even though I hadn‟t hung out with 
them that much. It was a moment 
where I was at a loss for words in 
seeing the way they accepted me and 
I thanked God. After that special mo-
ment for me,  things got started off 
with the disco. It went on for basically 
the whole night.  It was like none of us 
wanted it to end. The next day was 
the long day with lots of fun filled ac-
tivities, which included a tour of the 
community murals.  From what I ob-
served, the murals meant a lot to the 
kids from the Republic, especially the 
murals that were about recognizing 
the need for reconciliation and peace, 
more than the ones commemorating 
the people who were behind the 
causes of the troubles. After the tour 
was done we went to back to the cen-
ter for a talk with some reformed 
members who were involved during 
the troubles. One of the guys was 
from the British Royal Army. The 
other two were from the UDA (the 
Ulster Defense Association — North-
ern Ireland‟s most prominent Unionist 
paramilitary organization). I found the 
talk very interesting, especially hear-
ing about them wanting to move on 
from the past toward peace. What got 
me the most about what they said 
was that all of them wanted the youth 
not to do what they did. It was very 
humbling to hear what they had to say 
about wanting the best for the chil-
dren. Once the talk was over we went 
to see the peace walls. Some of the 
kids and counselors got to sign it. It 
was a special moment to be a part of 
it, seeing the youth sign the wall.  
After that great experience it was off 
to lunch and then back to town for  

some good old shopping time. I‟m not 
much of a shopper anyways but my 
colleague and I enjoyed spending time 
with two kids from my group and seeing 
everyone else have a good time. After-
wards we all went back to the center for 
dinner and then went ice skating. The 
next morning all those who wanted to 
go swimming went to a pool place that 
had a wave machine. I watched with 
those who didn‟t want to swim which 
ended up being an eventful time be-
cause I got to spend time with various 
youth from the other groups. After 
swimming we had a tour of a police 
station, which was another „first‟ for me. 
What I found so funny was that some of 
the youth I worked with were pretty well 
known by the police and could explain 
how things went down!  Afterwards we 
got our picture taken in front of some 
police cars and thanked them for the 
tour. Then it was back to the center for 
lunch and then came the moment most 
people dreaded — saying goodbye. 
Some of the girls in the various groups 
started crying, and many wanted to 
stay in touch with each other.  I was 
very proud of them and of the big steps 
they made in their own lives towards 
peace and reconciliation. It was truly an 
amazing experience for me to be a part 
of .  It touched me in many ways which 
will stay in my heart for years to come.  
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"Despite an 

uncertain future, 

we can be sure of 

one thing: Christ 

will face it with us."  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About The 174 Trust 

Established in 1982 by a group of concerned Christians (including 

members of two local churches  

(Duncairn Presbyterian and Antrim Road 

Baptist), the Trust purchased premises at 

174 Antrim Road. The Trust incorporated 

the address into its name since the physi-

cal location became the nucleus of work 

dedicated to tackling many of the prob-

lems confronting the local community.  

The Trust soon opened the Salt Shaker Cafe and began addressing the 

real needs of those living in a materially and socially disadvantaged 

area. Our mission is to effect change in North Belfast by social action 

and community development so that North Belfast would become a 

place of co-operation, prosperity and hope. 

The Trust and its community members had its work cut out. The New 

Lodge district is considered the most deprived ward in North Belfast 

(with one of the highest levels of deprivation in Northern Ireland).  
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Our Ethos  
The 174 Trust is a non-denominational 

Christian organization that facilitates a 

variety of essential community projects in 

North Belfast. Located in the New Lodge 

community, the Trust offers opportunities 

and assistance to people of all ages. The 

174 Trust is committed to a process of 

community development based on build-

ing relationships with local people, work-

ing together to identify and meet local 

needs. 

Our value base - the heart of our work and 

witness - is the proclamation of the king-

dom of God through demonstrating 

Christ's values in action. 

Trust174  

Moses Dimmock 

 

www.174trust.org  

174 Trust building  


